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MEMOIR. 


N the  15th  the  Council  ordered  that  Capt. 
Clapp  fhould  furrender  the  command  of  the 
Caflle,  and  fhould  give  an  account  of  the  war- 
like ftores  there/  and  on  the  24th  Mr.  Rawfon 
was  ordered  “ to  deliver  up  the  keys  of  the 
Records,”^  but  to  this  command  of  the  Council  the  for- 
mer Secretary  paid  no  attention.  Not  only  was  Ran- 
dolph haraffed  and  oppofed  by  the  colonifts,  but  even  thofe 
who  fhould  have  aided  him  did  much  to  embarrafs  and 
thwart  him.  Capt.  George  of  the  Rose,  and  Capt.  St.  Loe 
of  the  frigate  Dartmouth,  which  had  recently  arrived,  did 

not 


^ Council  Records  of  MajUTachufetts^ 
Vol.  II.  15  September,  1686.  At  the 
fame  meeting  John  Gold’s  fine  was  re- 
duced to  20^.  The  Treafurer  was  or- 
dered to  pay  'i\£  on  account  of  the 
wine  drunk  “on  the  entrance  of  his 
Maj‘ys  Government  ” ; permiffion  was 
granted  to  Richard  Crifp  to  build  a 
fencing  fchool : petition  about  remov- 
ing the  Eleutherians  to  Cafco  Bay  was 

VOL.  II.  — I 


granted.  See  M ajfachufetts  Archives^ 
Vol.  CXXVI.  p.  Z\,foJl. 

2 Council  Records  of  M ajfachufetts y 

Vol.  II.  At  this  meeting  permiffion 
was  refufed  to  Capt.  St.  Loe  of  the 
Dartmouth  frigate  to  build  a bonfire  on 
land  [to  celebrate  the  Queen’s  birthday] 
as  it  might  lead  to  tumult.  On  the  27th 
the  Council  “received  & read  Capt. 
Blackwell’s  propofals  for  erecting  a 
Bank  of  Credit.” 


t 
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Me7noir  of 

not  hefitate  to  throw  obflacles  in  his  way,^  and  alfo  to  an- 
noy the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  The  conduct  of  thofe 
naval  officers  became  fuch  that  the  Council  finally  ordered 
them  to  appear  before  them,  a fummons  more  than  once 
repeated,  but  which  they  neglefted  with  contemptuous  ex- 
preffions.^  The  decided  attitude  of  Randolph  and  of  the 
Council,  however,  had  its  effect.^  Not  having  fucceeded 


^ Majfachufetts  Archives^  Vol. 
CXXVI.  p.  I2I.  To  the  honourable  the 
Prefident  and  Councill  of  his  Ma^y®  Ter- 
ritory and  Dominion  of  New  England, 
21  October,  1686,  pojl.  Capt.  George 
and  Capt.  St.  Loe  attempted  to  refcue 
a failor  of  the  Rofe  arretted  by  Ran- 
dolph for  obftrufling  his  deputies  in  the 
difcharge  of  their  duty.  The  refcue  was 
defeated  by  the  courage  of  the  conftable. 

^ Council  Records  of  Maffachufeits^ 
Vol.  II.  21  06tober,  1686.  “Capt. 
George  and  Capt.  St.  Loe  enjoined 
to  attend  to  morrow  at  ten  of  the 
clock  in  the  morning.”  “ Ordered  that 
Addington  & M*"  Bullivant  attend 
M'  Rawfon  on  Saturday  next,  to  aflbrt, 
take  an  account  and  receive  the  Rec- 
ords of  the  late  Governm‘  and  deliver 
them  to  the  Secretary.”  The  naval  offi- 
cers fent  an  anfwer  “ as  for  the  Councill, 
they  had  nothing  to  do  with  them.” 
“ Capt.  George  Saintloe  and  Capt.  John 
George  called  thrice  to  come  into  Coun- 
cill but  did  not  appear.”  Another  fum- 
mons with  the  feal  of  the  Prefident  and 
Councill  and  llgned  by  the  Secretary  to 
appear  before  his  Majefty’s  Councill  the 
next  day  was  then  iffued.  Orders  were 
alfo  fent  to  thofe  officers  that  none  of 
their  crews  fhould  be  allowed  on  fhore 
after  candle  light,  as  complaints  had 
been  made  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  be- 
haviour of  the  failors.  The  failor  ar- 
refted  by  Mr.  Randolph  acknowledged 
before  the  Council  that  he  had  orders 


in 

to  prevent  Mr.  Randolph  or  any  of  his 
deputies  from  feizing  the  velfel,  on 
board  of  which  he  had  been  placed. 

On  the  22d  the  Council  granted  the 
petition  of  Robert  Wright,  who  had 
been  defrauded  of  one  hundred  pounds 
worth  of  goods  by  Capt.  George,  to 
proceed  againfl  the  faid  officer,  by  pro- 
cefs  of  common  law.  “ Capt.  George 
and  Capt  Saintloe  called  but  did  not 
appear.”  “ Mr  Secretary  is  diredled  to 
acquaint  the  faid  Captaine  Saintloe 
that  the  injundlion  made  for  his  attend- 
ance in  open  Court  the  2i®‘  Inllant 
doth  in  the  force  of  Law  pafs  any  fum- 
mons he  hath  or  may  receive.” 

® Maffachufetts  Archives^  Vol. 
CXXVI.  p.  134.  Letter  of  Jofeph 
Dudley  to  Edward  Randolph,  25  O6I0- 
ber,  i6d>6,po/l. 

On  the  27th  the  Council  fined  a fea- 
man  belonging  to  the  Dartmouth  twenty 
fliillings  for  abufing  a conftable,  and  “ he 
is  left  to  his  captaine  to  be  punifhed  for 
his  fwearing  and  other  diforders.” 

On  the  9th  of  November  the  Council 
“ ordered  that  John  Gold  be  difcharged 
of  his  Bond  for  the  good  behaviour,” 
“ Upon  complaint  of  Edward  Gove  re- 
lating to  Mr.  Cranfield’s  fale  of  faid 
Gove’s  eftate  it  is  Ordered  that  a Re- 
port be  made  to  his  Maj‘y  of  Efq. 
Cranfield’s  eftate  in  New  England,  and 
what  money  was  received  by  him  of 
fuch  perfons  as  purchafed  the  eftate  of 
Edward  Gove.”  On  the  nth  the  con- 

ftables’ 
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Rdward  Randolph. 

in  prevailing  upon  the  Council  to  grant  a falary  to  Mr.  Rat- 
cliffe  from  the  public  treafury  or  from  the  colleflions  of  the 
three  Congregational  churches  of  Bofton,  Randolph  wrote 
an  urgent  letter  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  praying 
that  the  money  Tent  from  England  to  evangelize  the  Indians 
of  New  England  might  be  ufed  to  build  a church  for  Mr. 
Ratcliff e and  help  to  fupport  him  in  his  miniftry.  “Wee 
have  at  prefent  400  perfons  who  are  daily  frequenters  of  our 
church,  and  as  many  more  would  come  over  to  us,  but 
fome  being  Tradefmen,  others  of  mechanick  profeffions,  are 
threatened  by  the  Congregationall  men  to  be  arrefted  by 
their  creditors,  or  to  be  turned  out  of  their  work,  if  they 
offer  to  come  to  our  church.  Here  are  7 perfons  called  com- 
miffioners  or  truflees,  the  chief  of  which  are  Mr.  Dudley,  a 
man  of  a base,  servile,  and  anti-monarchicall  principle,  Mr. 
Stoughton  of  the  old  leaven,  and  others  like  to  thefe,  who 
have  the  foie  management  of  the  money  fent  to  the  Indians, 
amounting  to  3 or  400/,  (fome  fay  600,)  with  which  they  en- 
rich themfelves,  yet  charge  it  all  as  layd  out  among  the 
poore  Indians.  The  poor  Indians  (thofe  who  are  called 
miniflers)  come  and  complaine  to  Mr.  Ratcliffe  that  they 
have  nothing  allowed  them ; all  we  can  gett  is  the  promife  of 
a coarfe  coat  againft  winter,  and  would  not  fuffer  Aaron,  an 
Indian  teacher,  to  have  a bible  with  the  common  prayer  in 
it,  but  took  it  away  from  him.  I humbly  prefume  to  remind 

your 

ftables’  ftaves  were  ordered  to  be  made  of  John  Gold,  or  Gould,  with  his  peti- 
feven  feet  long  and  painted  “ with  tions,  legal  cofts,  etc.  are  printed  in  the 
the  King’s  Armes  after  the  mode  of  Majfachufetts  Htjlorical  Society  Col- 
London.”  leRions,  Third  Series,  YoX.Yll.  p.  150, 

The  documents  relating  to  the  trial  et feq. 
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your  Grace  of  your  promife  to  me,  when  in  England,  that  a 
commiffion  fhould  be  directed  to  fome  perfon  here,  uncon- 
cerned, to  audit  and  report  their  a6ts  of  this  money.  We 
want  good  fchoolemafters,  none  being  here  allowed  of  but  of 
ill  principle,  and  till  there  be  provifion  made  to  rectifye  the 
youth  of  this  country,  there  is  noe  hopes  that  this  people 
will  prove  loyall.  The  money  now  converted  to  private,  or 
worfe  ufes,  will  fet  up  good  and  publick  fchooles  and  pro- 
vide maintenance  for  our  minifter.  The  neceffity  of  a 
church  and  publicke  schooles  and  encouragement  of  minif- 
ters  preffes  me  to  give  your  Grace  this  truble,  which  I 
humbly  intreat  your  grace  to  remember  to  effedf,  leaft  the 
fmall  beginnings  of  the  Church  of  England  fettled  here  with 
great  difficulty,  fall  to  the  ground  and  be  loft,  for  want  of 
tymely  relief  and  countenance.”® 

It  being  expected  that  Sir  Edmund  Andros  would  arrive 
fome  time  in  November,  the  Council  “ordered  that  the 
Deputy  Prefident,  M’’  Secretary  and  M’’  Wharton  upon  the 

firft 


® Hutchin/ofC  s Collation  of  Papers, 
Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  294.  Mr. 
Randolph  to  the  Archbilhop  of  Can- 
terbury, 27  06lober,  1686,  poji.  See 
Hutchinfon' s Maffachufetts  Bay,  2d 
ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  363.  “ The  monies,  ap- 

plied for  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel 
among  the  Indians,  amounted  to  fix  or 
feven  hundred  pounds  fterling,  per  an- 
num, which  continued  to  be  intrufted 
with  fome  of  the  old  magiftrates  and 
minifters.  Mr.  Boyle,  who  had  been 
long  Governor  of  the  corporation  in 
England,  was  a very  moderate  Church- 
man, and  moft  of  the  members  were 
difienters  or  favourers  of  the  caufe. 
The  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  promifed 
Randolph  that  a commiffion  fhould  be 


direfled  to  fome  perfons  to  audit  and 
report  the  accounts  of  that  money. 
The  legality  of  fuch  a commiffion,  it 
being  contrary  to  the  charter  of  the  cor- 
poration, might  have  been  queftioned, 
perhaps,  with  as  good  reafon  as  the 
legality  of  the  royal  order,  which  his 
grace  and  the  fix  bifhops  foon  after 
very  juftly  refufed  to  obey.  One  would 
think,  that  merely  a difference  of  place 
fhould  not  make  the  fame  meafure, 
towards  Englifh  fubje6ls,  appear  rea- 
fonable  in  the  one  cafe,  and  arbitrary 
and  oppreffive  in  the  other.  The  Arch- 
bifhop  either  altered  his  fentiments  or 
was  diverted  by  greater  affairs  from 
purfuing  his  defign.” 
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Edwai'd  Randolph. 


firfl  advice  of  the  arrivall  of  Sir  Edmond  Andros  from 
England  do  attend  him  up  to  Towne.”  Orders  were  alfo 
given  for  hoifting  the  King’s  colours,  for  receiving  the  Gov- 
ernor with  military  honors,  and  “ that  a Pipe  of  Wine  be  put 
in  fome  convenient  place  nere  the  Towne  Houfe  to  be 
beflowed  amongfl  the  Souldiers  that  fliall  arrive  with  S'"  Ed- 
mond Andros.”^ 

As  the  temporary  government  was  drawing  to  a clofe,  the 
Council  thought  fit  to  pay  from  the  treafury  whatever  fums 
were  due  to  its  members.  Among  others,  “ Mr.  Secretary 
Randolph  was  ordered  to  be  paid  fifty  pound  for  his  extraor- 
dinary fervices  in  the  publick  affaires.”  ® Another  effort 

was 


Council  Records  of  Maffachufetts.^ 
Vol.  II.  nth  November,  1686.  “That 
the  Gunners  of  Bofton  and  Charlef- 
towne  put  out  his  Maj‘y®  Colours  on 
the  Forts  and  Sconces,  and  have  their 
Gunns  ready  according  to  method,  and 
that  they  prepare  the  fecond  fireing  ac- 
cording to  the  figne  to  be  given  them 
from  the  Town  Houfe.  That  the  Major 
and  his  Regiment  be  in  armes  at  the 
water  fide  to  receive  the  Governor. 
That  the  Capf?  of  the  Caftle  have  his 
Company  ready  in  armes  at  a Quarter 
of  an  houres  warning,  and  be  perfonally 
prefent  at  the  Caftle  to  meet  & falute 
the  Governour  in  pafling  up  to  Towne.” 

On  the  fame  day  Sewall  writes  in  his 
Diary:  “I  delivered  my  commiffion  to 
the  Council,  defiring  them  to  appoint  a 
Captain  for  the  South  Company.”  On 
the  5th  he  had  noted  that  “ one  Mr. 
Clark  [of  the  Englifti  Church]  preaches 
at  the  Town-Houfe.  Speaks  much 
againft  the  Prefbyterians  in  England 
and  here.” 

Wait  Winthrop  wrote  to  Fitz-John 
Winthrop  at  New  London  on  the  19th : 
“ The  newes  from  England  fays  that  the 


King  had  rec'^  an  adrelTe  from  Rhode 
Bland  fignifying  their  Gen.  Courts  Sub- 
miffion  of  themfelves  and  charter  to  his 
Maj‘y®  pleafure,  which  his  Maj*^®  faw 
caufe  to  accept,  and  tis  fd  to  be  annexed 
to  this  place.  If  S'"  Edmund  come  you 
muft  come  down  hither.”  M ajfachufetts 
Hijiorical  Society  ColleRions^  Fifth 
Series,  Vol.  VIII.  p.  468. 

® Cou7icil  Records  of  Maffachufetts, 
Vol.  II.  i8th  November,  1686.  “ Capt. 
Winthrop’s  falaryas  Captain  of  the  Caf- 
tle ftiall  begin  from  the  loth  of  June 
laft  at  the  rate  formerly  ordered  by  this 
Court  ; and  that  he  be  paid  tenn 
pounds  more  at  this  time.  That  Mr. 
Treafurer  Uftier  be  allowed  tenn  pounds 
for  his  fervice  in  vifiting  the  Provinces 
of  New  Hampfliire,  Maine,  &c.” 

On  the  23d,  Giles  Dyer,  Deputy  Col- 
le6tor,  was  allowed  twenty-five  pounds 
for  his  extraordinary  fervices  ; and  Mr. 
Treafurer  was  allowed  ten  pounds  in 
addition  to  what  was  voted  on  the  i8th 
“ for  his  extraordinary  care  and  fer- 
vice ” ; and  thirty  pounds  to  be  fent  to 
the  poor  French  who  had  fettled  in  the 
Narraganfet  country. 
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was  made  to  obtain  from  Mr.  Rawfon  the  papers  belonging 
to  his  office,  and  a warrant  was  iffued  that  they  fhould  be 
immediately  delivered  to  a committee  appointed  for  that 
purpofe,  and  be  lodged  in  the  Library  Chamber.^  One  of 
the  lafl  ads  of  Randolph  under  Dudley’s  prefidency  was  to 
prohibit  Samuel  Greene,  the  printer,  from  publifhing  an 
almanac  without  his  licenfe.^^ 

On  Sunday,  the  19th  of  December,  Sir  Edmund  arrived 


in  the  harbor,^^  and  the  next 


® Council  Records  of  Majfachufetts^ 
Vol.  II.  8th  December,  1686.  “Mr 
Lynd  and  Bullivant  are  empowered 
and  hereby  ordered  to  take  the  fame  from 
Mr  Rawfon  tomorrow  and  to  remove 
them  in  the  pofture  they  are  now  in,  into 
the  Library  Chamber,  and  that  there  go 
forth  a ftri6l  Warrant  to  M'  Rawfon  to 
deliver  them  accordingly.”  At  the  fame 
meeting  the  inhabitants  of  Worcefter 
were  empowered  to  choofe  five  men  to 
manage  their  prudential  affairs.  “ Or- 
dered  That  the  Prelident  be  paid  Fifty 
pound  by  the  Treafurer,  Major  Gidney 
twenty  pound ; Jonathan  Tyng  twenty 
pound ; Mr.  Bullivant  Clerk  of  the 
Councill  five  pound.” 

The  laft  entry  was  dated  i6th  of  De- 
cember and  relates  to  the  miniftry  of 
the  Rev.  Michael  Wigglefworth  at 
Malden.  The  Council  ordered  that  his 
falary  fhould  be  paid  him  according  to 
agreement,  he  being  well  enough  to  re- 
fume his  duties.  The  records  were  at- 
tefted  by  Randolph  on  the  20th  of 
December. 

Maffachufetts  Hijlorical  Society 
ColleRions^  Fourth  Series^  Vol.  VIII. 
p.  663.  Benjamin  Bullivant  to  Samuel 
Greene,  29  November,  16Z6,  po/t.  For 
a fhort  account  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Bulli- 
vant, a London  phyfician,  who  came  to 
Bofton  about  1685,  and  who  became 


day  coming  up  to  town  in  his 

pinnace 

Attorney  General,  fee  Annals  of  K inf  s 
Chafel^  by  Henry  W.  Foote,  Vol.  I. 
p.  46. 

John  Ufher,  the  Treafurer,  married  a 
daughter  of  Lady  Lifle.  See  Palfrey's 
Hiftory  of  New  England^  Vol.  III. 
p.  494,  note,  ed.  1864. 

Diary  of  Satnuel Sew alL  “Sab- 
bath Dec.  19,  1686.  As  I was  reading 
the  Expofition  of  Habakkuk,  3^  which 
this  morn  fung  and  read  in  the  family, 
I heard  a great  Gun  or  two,  as  I fup- 
pofed,  which  made  me  think  Sir  Ed- 
mund might  be  come  ; but  none  of  the 
family  fpeaking  of  it,  I held  my  peace. 
Going  to  Mr.  Bradftreet’s,  Tho.  Baker 
told  me  Sir  Edmund  was  below,  which 
Winchcomb  and  Brifco  confirmed  ; faid 
they  faw  the  Frigot  with  the  Flagg  in 
the  main  Top,  and  fundry  gon  down. 
Prelident  and  Deputy  come  to  Town  ; 
Prefident  comes  and  hears  Mr.  Willard 
whofe  text  was  Heb.  ii.  12.  Mr.  Wil- 
lard faid  he  was  fully  perfuaded  and 
confident  God  would  not  forget  the 
Faith  of  thofe  who  came  firfl  to  New 
England,  but  would  remember  their 
Pofterity  with  kindnefs.” 

Maffachufetts  Hijlorical  Society  Col- 
lections^ Fifth  Series,  Vol.  VI II.  p.  471. 
Wait  Winthrop  to  Fitz-John  Winthrop. 
“ Bofton  Decemb'’  2o‘^  1686.  Deare 
Brother.  Yefterday  morning,  being 

Sabath-day, 


Edward  Randolph. 
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pinnace  was  received  at  his  landing  by  the  Prefident,  Mr. 
Bradftreet,  Mr.  Danforth,  and  others.  Wearing  a fcarlet 
coat  laced,  and  accompanied  by  feveral  officers  in  their 
brilliant  uniforms,  the  Governor  palTed  through  the  guards 
of  the  eight  companies  of  the  Maffachufetts  troops  to  the 
Town  Houfe,  where  were  affembled  feveral  of  the  councillors 
and  the  minifters.  At  the  dinner  Mr.  Mather  faid  grace, 
and  not  Mr.  Ratcliffe.  The  Governor  afked  the  minifters 
if  the  hours  of  fervice  could  not  be  so  arranged  that  one  of 
the  meeting-houses  could  be  ufed  for  two  affemblies.’^  This 


Sabath-day,  S'  Edmond  Andros  ar- 
rived at  Nantalket.  We  were  fome  of 
us  downe  in  the  afternoone  to  know  his 
comands,  and  preparing  to  receive  his 
Excellency  in  as  futable  maner  as  may 
be.  He  inquired  for  you  as  foon  as 
I came  on  bord,  and  fayes  you  muft 
come,  being  of  the  Councill.  I told 
him  I expected  you  this  week.” 

Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.  “Mon- 
day, Dec'  20  1686.  Governor  Andros 
comes  up  in  the  Pinace,  touches  at  the 
Caftle.  Lands  at  Gov'  Leveret’s  wharf 
about  2 P.  M,  where  the  Prefident  &c. 
meet  him  and  fo  march  up  through  the 
Guards  of  the  8 Companyes  to  the 
Town-Houfe,  where  part  of  the  comif- 
fion  is  read : He  hath  power  to  fufpend 
Councillors  and  to  appoint  others  if  the 
number  be  reduced  to  lefs  than  feven. 
He  and  Council  to  make  Laws.  Then 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  as 
Governor,  then  about  eight  of  the 
Council  fworn.  Court  clear’d.  Gove- 
nour  ftood  with  his  Hat  on  when  oaths 
given  to  Councillors.  It  feems  fpeaks 
to  the  Minifters  in  the  Library  about 
accommodation  as  to  a Meeting-houfe, 
that  might  fo  contrive  the  time  as  one 
Houfe  might  ferve  two  AfiTemblies. 
Governor  was  in  a Scarlet  Coat  Laced  ; 


requeft 

feveral  others  were  in  Scarlet.  Mr. 
Bradflreet  and  Mr.  Danforth  there,  to 
meet  the  Governour  at  the  wharf.  At 
dinner  Mr.  Mather  crav’d  a Bleffing. 
The  day  was  ferene  but  fomewhat 
cold.” 

For  Andros’s  commiffion  and  infiruc- 
tions  fee  State  Papers.^  Colonial^  Eiitry 
Book  61,  p.  270.  “On  the  24^^  of 
March  1685-6,  Their  Lop®  order  the 
Draught  of  a Commiffion  to  be  pre- 
pared fora  Governour  for  New  England 
and  on  the  25^^  of  May  His  Maj‘y  was 
pleafed  to  nominate  Sir  Edmund  An- 
dros to  be  Captain  Generali  and  Gover- 
nor in  chief  of  New  England.”  The 
commiffion  figned  on  June  3d  gave  the 
Governor  and  Council  power  to  make 
laws,  not  repugnant  to  thofe  of  Eng- 
land, to  be  tranfmitted  within  three 
months  for  the  King’s  approbation  ; to 
ere6t  courts  of  juftice  with  right  of  ap- 
peal to  the  King  in  cafes  of  above  ;^3oo 
value ; to  impofe  taxes ; to  grant  lands 
upon  moderate  quit  rents ; to  give  lib- 
erty of  confcience,  but  all  perfons  who 
conform  to  the  rites  of  the  Church  of 
England  to  be  particularly  counte- 
nanced and  encouraged ; all  marriages 
according  to  the  cuftoms  of  Mafiachu- 
fetts  confirmed.  The  Governor  to  re- 
ceive 
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requeft  was  confidered  at  a meeting  of  the  minifters  and 
four  of  the  laity  of  each  congregation,  who  decided  they 
“ could  not  with  a good  confcience  confent  that  our  Meet- 
ing-Houfes  fhould  be  made  ufe  for  the  Common-Prayer 
Worfliip.”i3 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Council,  the  firft  day,  at  which 
were  prefent  feven  members  befides  the  Governor  and  Mr. 


Randolph,  the  Secretary,^^ 


ceive  £1200  a year.  Pemaquid  to  be 
annexed. 

On  the  1 2th  of  September  inftruc- 
tions  were  given  to  the  Governor  which 
included  MalTachufetts,  New  Plymouth, 
New  Hampfliire,  Maine,  and  Narragan- 
fet  country,  and  appointing  as  members 
of  the  Council  “Jofeph  Dudley,  Wil- 
liam Stoughton,  Robert  Mafon,  Thomas 
Hinckley,  Walter  Clark,  John  Fitz 
Winthrop,  John  Pinchon,  Peter  Buck- 
ley,  Wait  Winthrop,  Richard  Wharton, 
John  Ufher,  Bartholomew  Gidney, 
Jonathan  Tyng,  John  Hinks,  Edward 
Ting,  Barnaby  Lathrop,  John  Sand- 
ford,  William  Bradford,  Daniel  Smith, 
John  Walley,  Nathaniel  Clark,  John 
Coxfhall,  Walter  Newberry,  John  Green, 
Richard  Arnold,  John  Alborough,  and 
Edward  Randolph.”  The  Council,  the 
vacancies  in  which  could  be  filled  by 
the  Governor,  were  to  have  freedom  in 
debate  and  in  voting;  to  report  con- 
cerning Mr.  Dudley’s  petition  for  lands 
lying  on  the  River  Merrimack,  and  Mr. 
Wharton’s  petition  for  lands  in  Maine ; 
to  report  about  the  title  to  the  Narra- 
ganfet  country;  to  prohibit  trading 
with  Africa  without  leave  of  the  Royal 
African  Company  ; to  pafs  a law  againft 
Pirates.  The  next  day  additional  in- 
firuftions  were  given.  See  Maljrachu- 
fetts  Archives^  V^ol.  CXXVI.  p.  160. 
“ Road  Ifland  and  providence  Planta- 


required  oaths  having  been 

adminiftered, 

tion,  taking  notice  of  our  writt  of  quo 
warranto,  and  having  declared  their 
Refolution  not  to  ftand  fuite  and  have 
fubmitted,  our  will  and  pleafure  is  to 
demand  in  our  name  the  furrender 
of  their  F charter,  taking  them  under 
your  government;  and  if  Conne6ficut 
fliould  be  induced  to  furrender  its  char- 
ter you  are  hereby  authorized  to  re- 
ceive fuch  furrender  and  take  that 
colony  under  your  government.”  On 
the  31ft  of  Oftober  inftru(Tions  were 
given  folely  in  regard  to  enforcing  the 
A6ts  of  Navigation  and  Trade.  See 
Majfachufetts  Archives^  Vol.  VII. 
pp.  2,  3. 

Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.  “ T uef- 
day  Dec.  21,  1686.  There  is  a meet- 
ing at  Mr.  Allin’s  etc.  Dec.  22. 
King’s-fifher  comes  up  but  neither 
falutes  the  Caftle  nor  the  Town.  In 
the  evening  Mr.  Mather  and  Willard 
thorowly  difcourfed  his  Excellency 
about  the  Meeting-Houfes  in  great 
plainefs,  fhowing  they  could  not  con- 
fent. This  was  at  his  Lodging  at 
Madam  Taylor’s.  He  feems  to  fay  will 
not  impofe.” 

Andros  Records^  belonging  to  the 
American  Antiquarian  Society.  Thefe 
records  are  the  original  minutes  of  the 
early  Council  meetings  brought  to  light 
a few  years  ago  and  fent  anonymoufly  to 
the  Society.  “ At  a Councill  held  in 

Bolton 
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adminiftered,  Sir  Edmund  produced  the  King’s  warrant  for 
ufing  a “ Great  Seal  ” for  the  new  government,  which  he 
had  brought  with  him,  and  dated  that  all  officers,  civil  and 
military,  were  to  continue  in  their  pods  until  further  orders, 
and  the  duties  and  impods  to  remain  the  fame.  The  30th 
of  December  being  feledled  as  the  date  for  a general  meet- 
ing of  the  Council,  notices  were  ordered  to  be  fent  by  the 
Secretary  to  the  abfent  members,  and  alfo  to  New  Plymouth 
and  Rhode  Idand.^^  On  the  2 id,  Mr.  Jonathan  Tyng  was 

fworn. 


Bofton  in  his  Ma‘y^  Territory  and  Do- 
minion of  New  England  on  Monday 
December  the  20th  1686.  Prefent : 
His  Exc“  Edmund  Andros  Gov- 
ernor, Jofeph  Dudley,  William  Stough- 
ton, Peter  Buckley,  Richard  Wharton, 
John  Ufher.  Bartholomew  Gedney, 
Wait  Winthrop,  and  Edward  Randolph, 
Secy.”  In  the  Couficil  Records  of 
Majfachufetts.)  Vol.  II.  p.  105,  at  the 
State  Houfe  the  name  of  Wait  Win- 
throp is  not  mentioned  as  being  pref- 
ent; fee  alfo  Majfachufetts  Archives., 
Vol.  CXXVI.  p.  164,  in  Randolph’s 
handwriting,  giving  Wait  Winthrop’s 
name  as  prefent. 

For  an  account  of  fending  the  long 
loft  Andros  Records  from  Newbury- 
port  by  an  unknown  hand  to  the  Society 
in  Worcefter,  fee  remarks  by  the  ac- 
complifhed  librarian,  Mr.  Haven,  in  the 
Proceedings  of  the  American  Antiqua- 
rian Society  for  April,  1861,  who  alfo 
notes  the  differences  in  the  text  between 
the  original  records  and  the  tranfcripts 
fent  to  England,  which  were  copied  in 
manufcript  for  the  State  of  Maffachu- 
fetts. 

A ndros  Records.  “ His  Ma‘y^ 
Commiffion  for  Government  direfled  to 
his  Excell : S'"  Edmund  Andros,  knight, 
was  publifhed  and  the  oath  of  allegiance 
VOL.  II.  — 2 


was  adminiftred  to  his  Ex'^y  by  Jofeph 
Dudley  and  the  members  then  prefent 
together  with  the  oath  for  the  due  execu- 
tion of  fujiice  by  his  f aid  com7nif- 

fw7i  enjoy7ied  to  be  taken.  His  Ex*^y 
gave  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  the  oath 
for  the  due  adminiftration  of  Juftice 
above  mentioned  to  the  members  of  his 
Ma*y®  Councill  then  prefent.”  The  feal 
was  then  fhown  with  the  warrant.  The 
court  to  be  held  the  next  day  at  Charlef- 
town  was  adjourned  to  the  4th  of  Janu- 
ary; order  for  officers  to  continue  and 
duties  to  remain  the  fame  ; Sir  Edmund 
fhowed  an  order  from  the  King  to  take 
Rhode  Ifland  into  his  government  upon 
furrender  of  the  charter  ; notices  to  be 
fent  for  the  general  meeting  on  the 
30th  ; adjourned  to  the  next  day  at  one 
o’clock. 

In  Majfachufetts  Archives.,  Vol. 
CXXVI.  p.  165,  are  the  fummons  to 
meet  in  Council  on  December  30,  ad- 
dreffed  to  Mr.  Mafon,  Major  Pinchon, 
Jo.  Hinks,  Coll.  Ting,  in  Randolph’s 
handwriting,  pofi. 

The  draft  about  the  officers  and  du- 
ties is  in  Randolph’s  handwriting.  See 
Majfachufetts  Archives^  Vol.  CXXVI. 
p.  164. 

The  letter  to  Plymouth  Colony  is  not 
in  the  printed  records  of  the  Colony, 

and 
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fworn,  and  took  his  place  at  the  meeting  of  the  Council,  at 
which  orders  were  paffed  to  forward  copies  of  the  Gover- 
nor’s declaration  to  the  clerks  of  the  county  courts  for  their 
direflion ; the  Caflle  to  be  fpeedily  repaired,  and  that  “ Mr. 
Gibb’s  houfe  on  Fort  hill  be  made  fit  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  ffoot  Companyes  of  Souldiers^®  and  that 
fome  fit  perfon  be  fent  with  his  Ex'"?®  Letter  to  the  Gov" 
and  Company  of  Connedlicot  ” notifying  them  that  upon 
furrender  of  their  Charter  they  would  become  part  of  the 
new  Dominion and  Treafurer  Uflier  to  bring  in  his 
accounts.^®  The  official  letter  of  Sir  Edmund  to  Governor 
Treat  was  accompanied  by  a perfonal  one  from  Randolph: 
“ His  Ma^^  hath  commanded  me  to  ferve  another  Writt  of 
Quo  Warranto  upon  you.  You  find  by  a Letter  from  his 
Excellence  herewith  fent  you  that  as  yet  a door  is  open  for 
you.  You  have  no  way  to  make  yourfelves  happy  but  by 
an  early  application  to  his  Excellence,  which  is  all,  and  more 
then  you  might  expedl  to  hear  from  me  with  whom  you  have 

fo 


and  is  not  found  in  the  unpublifhed 
Maflachufetts  archives.  The  letter  to 
Rhode  I Hand  is  found  in  the  Rhode 
IJland  Colonial  Records^  Vol.  III. 
p.  21%  poji. 

The  letter  of  Randolph  to  Fitz-John 
Winthrop  at  New  London  is  found  in 
the  Majfachufetts  Hidorical  Society 
Colle^ions^  Sixth  Series,  Vol.  III. 
p.  476,  pojl. 

State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle 
55  (447).  Eftablifhment  of  2 Foot 
Companies  in  N.  Eng'^,  30  Auguft, 
1 686,  poji. 

Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.  “ T uefday, 
Dec!  14.  Capt.  Legg  arrives  who  brings 
60  Beds  for  Soldiers,  and  a confider- 


able  quantity  of  Goods  for  the  Gover- 
nour.  120  Soldiers  to  come.  Friday, 
Dec’’  24.  About  60  Red-Coats  are 
brought  to  Town,  landed  at  Mr.  Pool’s 
Wharf,  where  drew  up  and  fo  marched 
to  Mr.  Gibb’s  houfe  at  Fort-hill.” 

Mafpachufetts  Archives,  Vol. 
CXXVI.  p.  167.  Letter  of  Sir  Ed- 
mund Andros  to  Gov.  Treat  of  Con- 
necticut, 22  December,  1686,  in  Ran- 
dolph’s handwriting,  poJl.  Printed  in 
Colonial  Records  of  Connedicut,  Vol. 
III.  p.  376. 

A?idros  Records,  21  December, 
1686.  Alfo  Majfachufetts  Archives, 
Vol.  CXXVI.  p.  205. 
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fo  often  and  unkindly  trifled  with.  However,  I will  not  be 
difobliged.’' 

On  the  25th,  Chriflmas  day,  Mr.  RatclifTe  and  the  congre- 
gation in  the  Town  Houfe  were  gladdened  by  the  prefence 
of  Sir  Edmund,  who  was  efcorted  by  Capt.  George  walk- 
ing on  his  left  fide  and  a foldier  on  his  right,  the  regular 
troops  having  been  landed  the  day  before.^  Church  and 
State  seemed  now  to  have  obtained  a firm  foothold  in  the 


Puritan  Province.  Among  other  letters  written  by  Ran- 
dolph at  this  time  was  one  to  Major  Pincheon,  urging  him 
to  take  his  place  at  the  Council  board  as  foon  as  he  could, 
which,  however,  Mr.  Pincheon  did  not  do  until  the  23d  of 
February.  In  this  letter  he  fpeaks  of  the  Connefticut  peo- 
ple: “I  hear  the  little  Quacks  there  are  endeavoring  to  divert 
their  coming  under  one  government,  but  his  Excellency  has 
his  Majefty’s  commands  to  accept  of  their  furrender,  which 
they  cannot  avoid.  Be  careful  of  yourfelf  and  fpeedy.  We 
have  Road  Ifland  already,  and  I fear  not  Connedficutt.  A 
dutifull  submiffion  will  well  become  them,  and  place  them 
in  his  Majeflies  favour.  His  Excellency  will  propofe  greater 
advantages  for  their  eafe  and  happinefs  than  their  weak 
pliancy’s  can  projedl.”^^  ^ 


Colonial  Records  of  ConnePlicut., 
Vol.  III.  p.  375.  Edward  Randolph  to 
Gov.  Treat.  23  December,  16S6,  fq/l. 

Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.  “ Sat- 
terday  DeC  25.  Governour  goes  to 
the  Town- Houfe  to  fervice  Forenoon 
and  Afternoon,  a Red-Coat  going  on 
his  right  hand  and  Capt  George  on  the 
left.  Was  not  at  Ledture  on  Thorfday. 
Shops  open  to-day  generally  and  per- 
fons  about  their  occafions.  Some  but 
few  Carts  at  Town  with  Wood,  tho’  y« 
day  exceeding  fair  and  pleafant.” 


Maffachufetts  Hijlorical  Society 
CollePlions.,  Second  Series.,  Vol.  VIII. 
p.  237.  For  his  Majefty’s  Service. 
To  Major  Pincheon  at  Springfield  de- 
liver. 28  December,  ’^6,  pofl. 

Randolphs  Short  Narrative.  “ The 
Govern  and  Compa  of  Rhode  Ifland 
humbly  fubmit  to  his  Ma*^‘®  and  by 
his  Maj^'®^  fpe'*  order  to  his  Except  Sf 
Edmond  Andros,  united  to  this 
Governm^  Decern*'  28.  I rec’d  a fecond 
writ  of  Quo  Warranto  agt  Conneticutt 
and  was  ordered  to  ferve  it.” 
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On  the  30th  took  place  the  general  meeting  of  the  Coun- 
cil, nineteen  members  being  prefent,  befides  the  Governor 
and  Mr.  Randolph  as  Secretary.^^  Before  the  opening  of 
the  meeting,  however.  Sir  Edmund  took  the  oath  for  obferv- 
ing  the  A6ls  of  Navigation  and  Trade.  The  Councillors  being 
called  by  name  and  having  taken  their  places,  the  Gover- 
nor’s commiffion  was  read  and  his  inffcrudlions  to  receive  the 
furrender  of  the  Rhode  Ifland  Charter.  The  members  from 
that  Colony,  being  alked  to  deliver  the  Charter,  replied  that 
it  was  at  the  Governor’s  houfe  at  Newport,  and  owing  to 
the  bad  weather  could  not  then  be  brought,  but  would  be 
delivered  when  fent  for.  Sir  Edmund  commanded  it  to  be 
fent  for,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary.  The 
oaths  being  then  adminiflered  to  the  eleven  prefent,  who 
had  not  previoufly  taken  them,^^  it  was  ordered  that  the 

officers 


Andros  Records,  30  Dec.  1686. 
“ Prefent  His  S''  Edmund  Andros 
Gove’’,  Jofeph  Dudley,  William 
Stoughton,  Thomas  Hinckley,  Walter 
Clarke,  Peter  Buckley,  Wait  Win- 
throp,  Richard  Wharton,  John  Uflier, 
Bartho.  Gedney,  Jonathan  Tyng,  Bar- 
naby  Lathrop,  William  Bradford, 
Daniell  Smith,  John  Walley,  Nathaniel 
Clarke,  John  Coggfhall,  Walter  New- 
berry, Richard  Arnold,  John  Arborogh 
[Alborogh],  Edw^  Randolph.” 

23  Andros  Records.  “ Thomas  Hinck- 
ley, Walter  Clarke,  Barnaby  Lathrop, 
William  Bradford,  Daniel  Smith,  John 
Walley,  Nathaniel  Clark,  John  Cogg- 
fhall, Walter  Newberry,  Richard  Ar- 
nold and  John  Alborough.” 

MaJ/ac/m/eits  Archives, Vo\.  CXXVI. 
pp.  186,  208. 

Alfo  Cou7icil  Records  of  Maffachn- 
fetts,  Vol.  II.,  Dec.  30,  1686,  which 


are  not  as  full  for  that  meeting  as  the 
Andros  Records. 

Sewall  fays  in  his  Diary  : “ Thorf- 
day,  Dec  30.  The  Council  meets. 
Gentlemen  from  Plimouth  and  Rhode- 
Ifland  here  and  take  their  Oaths  without 
any  ceremony,  perhaps  for  fake  of  the 
Quakers,  who  have  promifed  to  deliver 
up  their  Charter.  Mr.  Lee  preaches 
the  Ledlure  from  Ifa.  4.  5.  6.  But  the 
Governour  and  molt  of  the  Councillors 
abfent.” 

In  the  Majfachufetts  Archives,  Vol. 
CXXVI.  p.  184,  under  date  of  Decem- 
ber, 1686,  is  a draft  in  Randolph’s 
handwriting  of  a Proclamation  that 
guns  and  ftores  belonging  to  Govern- 
ment be  returned.  “ By  his  Excellence 
etc.  A Proclamation.  Whereas  divers 
perfons  in  this  his  Ma^’^s  territory  & do- 
minion have  fome  tyme  fince  pofTeffed 
themfelves  of  feverall  great  gunns  and 

quantities 
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officers  “ in  the  late  Colonyes  of  New  Plymouth  & Road 
Ifland  ” fliould  retain  their  places  until  further  orders ; that 
lifts  of  fit  perfons  throughout  the  “ whole  Dominion  ” ffiould 
be  made,  and  civil  and  military  commiflions  be  prepared 
accordingly.  Randolph  notes  that  on  the  fame  day  Con- 
nedlicut  fubmitted  to  the  King,^^  but  this  was  not  ftrictly 
true.  The  new  government  being  now  eflabliflied,  and 
Dudley  no  longer  at  the  head  of  affairs,  and  therefore  not 
to  be  feared,  Randolph  entered  immediately  a proteft  againfl 
the  late  Prefident’s  adtions  in  depriving  him  of  his  fal- 
ary  as  Secretary  and  Regifler,  and  petitioned  that  Dudley 
ffiould  be  brought  into  the  Court  of  Chancery  to  anfwer 
his  charges.^^ 

On  the  31ft,  “ Major  John  Winthrop  and  M"  John  Hincks 
both  members  of  the  Councill  were  admitted  and  having 
taken  the  oaths  did  accordingly  take  their  places.”  This 
made  the  number  prefent  twenty-one,  befides  the  Governor 
and  the  Secretary.  A committee  was  appointed  to  report 
what  was  neceffary  to  be  done  concerning  the  Courts  of 

Juflice, 


quantities  of  fmall  armes  & other  am- 
munition of  warr  which  do  of  Right  be- 
long & appertain  to  the  publick  ftores 
of  this  his  Ma‘*®®  Gov‘  thefe  are  there- 
fore ftriftly  to  charge  & command  all 
perfons  of  what  degree  & quality  foever 
that  within  . . . days  after  publication 
hereof  they  give  a true  & perfe6l  ac- 
count in  writing  under  their  hands  of 
all  great  gunns  fmall  armes  & other  am- 
munition whatfoever  which  are  now  or 
late  have  been  in  their  cuftody  or  polfef- 
fion  or  which  to  their  knowledge  are  or 
lately  have  been  in  the  cuftody  or  pof- 
feffion  of  any  town  ftiip  or  perfon  or  per- 
fons whatfoever  to  the  end  the  fame 


may  be  ordered  & difpofed  of  as  may 
be  beft  for  his  Ma‘*“  fervice  & hereof 
all  perfons  are  to  take  notice  & pay 
ready  obedience  as  they  will  anfweare 
at  their  contrary  at  their  utmoft  perill. 
Given  at  Bofton  this  day  of.” 

Randolph’’ s Short  Narrative. 
“ Decemb''  30.  A fecond  writt  upon 
ye  Govern^  of  Connetticott  is  ferved. 
They  make  their  humble  fubmiffion  of 
themfelves  and  Goverm^  to  his  Maj^*^^.” 
M ajjfachufetts  Archives.,  Vol. 

CXXVI.  pp.  178-183.  ^ Proteft  of  Ed. 
Randolph  againft  infringement  of  his 
office  by  Prefident  Dudley,  30  Dec. 
1 686,  pojl. 
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JufHce,  and  another  committee  to  report  upon  the  reve- 
nue.^® It  was  alfo  ordered  that  “ the  Records  be  forthwith 
removed  from  M*"  Rawfon  to  be  delivered  to  M*"  Randolph, 
prefent  Secretary.”  At  no  fubfequent  meeting,  as  far  as 
we  have  the  records,  were  there  fo  many  members  prefent. 
Sometimes  the  number  dwindled  to  four  or  five.  Jofeph 
Dudley  and  John  Ufher  were  conftant  in  their  attendance, 
as  well  as  the  Governor  and  the  Secretary.  Mr.  Randolph’s 
name  is  only  wanting  at  the  meetings  held  in  Connefticut 
in  1687.  William  Stoughton  and  Peter  Bulkley  were  gen- 
erally, but  not  always,  prefent,  and  Wait  Winthrop  was  not 
often  abfent.  At  a very  full  meeting  on  January  3d,  nine- 
teen being  prefent  befides  the  Governor  and  Secretary,  it 
was  decided  that  all  town  officers  ffiould  be  continued  and 
ele6ted  as  formerly ; that  the  duty  of  “twenty  fhillings  per 
hoggfhead  upon  Wine  Rumm  &c.  now  payd  in  the  Colony 
of  Maflachufetts  ” be  extended  to  the  whole  territory ; that 
“ a ftanding  Committee  be  appointed  to  revife  the  Lawes  of 
the  feverall  late  Governments  and  to  make  a colle6tion  of 
fuch  as  are  fit  and  neceffary  for  the  ufe  of  this  Govern- 
ment.”^® The  next  day  it  was  ordered  that  the  Courts  in 
Plymouth  and  Rhode  Ifland  ffiould  be  held  “as  formerly, 
and  that  all  marriages  be  solemnized  in  this  Governm^  as 
of  late  accuftomed  untill  further  order ; that  a fingle  country 

rate 

26  Andros  Records^  31  Dec.  1686.  Vol.  II.,  “The  Secretary  to  nominate 
Alfo  Maffachufetts  Archives^  Vol.  a clerk  to  attend  them  ” [committee  on 
CXXVI.  p.  210.  revifion  of  laws].  This  order  is  under 

Council  Records  of  Ma[J‘acJmfetts^  date  of  Jan.  4 in  Andros  Records.  The 
Vol.  II.  Dec.  31,  1686.  This  order  is  Committee  confifted  of  Mr.  Dudley, 
not  found  in  the  Andros  Records.  Mr.  Stoughton,  Mr.  Hinckley,  Mr.  Win- 

Andros  Records^  3 Jan.  1686-7.  throp,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Coggfhall,  and 

In  Council  Records  of  Maffachufetts^  Major  Walley. 
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rate  of  one  penny  in  the  Pound  be  levyed  and  colledied 
in  all  the  late  Colonyes  and  Provinces  towards  defraying 
the  Publick  charge  of  this  Governm!  according  to  former 
ufage.” 

The  beginning  of  Andros’s  adminiftration  augured  favor- 
ably for  the  future.  Sewall  voiced  undoubtedly  the  pre- 
vailing fentiment  when  he  “ thankfully  acknowledged  the 
protedtion  and  peace  we  enjoyed  under  his  Excellencie’s  Gov- 


ernment.”^® The  firft  ruffle 


Andros  Records.,  4 Jan.  1686-7. 

Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.  “ Janu- 
ary 7.  I went  to  Cap*.  Winthrop’s  upon 
bufinefs,  and  the  Governor  happened 
to  be  there ; Capt.  Winthrop  had  me  up 
to  him,  fo  I thankfully  acknowledged 
the  protedlion  etc.” 

Hijlory  of  M affachufetts  Bay.,  by  T. 
Hutchinfon,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  353. 
“The  begining  of  his  adminiftration 
gave  great  encouragement.  He  made 
high  profeffions  of  regard  to  the  public 
good  and  the  welfare  of  the  people. 
The  major  part  of  his  Council  were 
men  who,  although  they  had  been  of 
the  moderate  party,  yet  they  wilhed  the 
public  intereft,  and  would  have  been 
glad  to  have  continued  under  the  old 
form  of  government.  Sir  Edmund  had 
no  affedlion  for  them.  Soon  after  his 
arrival  there  appears,  by  fome  loofe 
minutes,  to  have  been  a pretty  full  meet- 
ing of  the  Council.  Many  of  them  re- 
turned home,  and  a few  only  who  lived 
at  or  near  Bolton  attended  conftantly, 
and  fome  of  thofe  complained  that  the 
Governor  had  always  three  or  four  of 
his  creatures  to  fay  yes  to  everything 
he  propofed,  after  which  no  oppofition 
was  allowed.” 

In  Mafachufetts  Hifiorical  Society 
Co  Hellions,  Fifth  Series,  Vol.  VIII. 


on  the  peaceful  furface  came 

foon. 

p.  301,  is  a letter  from  Fitz-John  Win- 
throp to  John  Allyn  of  Hartford,  advif- 
ing  the  furrender  of  the  Charter  of 
Conne6ticut  to  Governor  Andros,  and 
fubmiffion  to  his  government. 

For  full  account  of  Sir  Edmund  fee 
Andros  Trails,  Prince  Society.  Born 
in  London  in  1637.  Served  under  Prince 
Henry  of  Naffau.  1660  made  Gentle- 
man in  ordinary  to  the  Queen  of  Bohe- 
mia. 1666  came  to  America  as  major 
of  infantry.  1674  inherited  his  father’s 
eftates  in  Guernfey,  coming  the  fame 
year  to  govern  New  York  for  the  Duke 
of  York.  1686  Governor  of  New  Eng- 
land. 1688  his  jurifdidlion  was  ex- 
tended over  New  York,  Eaft  and  Weft 
Jerfey.  1692-1698  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia. Died  in  London,  24  February, 
1714. 

Rhode  IJland  Colonial  Records,  Vol. 
III.  p.  210.  “On  the  12*  of  January 
1686-7  Andros’  commiffion  was  pub- 
lifhed  in  Rhode  Ifland,  when  Sir  Ed- 
mund agreably  to  his  orders,  diflblved 
the  government,  broke  the  feal  of  the 
Charter,  reduced  the  Colony  to  a lingle 
County,  and  admitted  feven  of  its  in- 
habitants into  his  legiflative  Council, 
all  of  whom  do  not  appear  to  have 
ferved.” 
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foon.  There  was  a rumor  that  the  Charter  had  been  de- 
manded.^^  Although  forfeited,  it  was  ftill  in  the  hands  of  the 
colonifls,  and  there  was  a lingering  hope  that  by  fome  turn  of 
fortune  it  might  yet  become  again  the  foundation  of  their 
government.  The  vague  rumor  was  followed  by  fomething 
definite.  “ One  of  the  firft  acts  of  power  after  the  change 
of  government  was  the  reftraint  of  the  prefs.  Randolph 
was  the  licenfer.  There  was  not  fo  much  room  to  complain 
of  this  proceeding  as  if  the  prefs  had  been  at  liberty  before. 


It  only  changed  its  keeper.” 


Diary  of  Safnuel  Sew  all.  “Jan- 
uary 13,  1686-7.  The  charter  is  de- 
manded and  the  duplicate,  laft  Monday 
or  Tuefday.  Though  fome  fay  it  is 
not  fo.”  When  Sewall  was  in  Eng- 
land in  1689  endeavoring  to  have  char- 
ter privileges  reftored,  he  was  ordered, 
after  being  prefent  at  a meeting  of  the 
Privy  Council  at  Windfor,  to  bring  a 
copy  of  the  charter  to  Sir  Robert  Saw- 
yer. See  his  Diary ^ 9 May,  1689. 

On  January  12th  Edward  Tyng  quali- 
fied as  member  of  the  Council  ; a letter 
was  received  from  Governor  Treat  of 
Connedticut,  dated  6 January,  acknowl- 
edging the  receipt  of  Andros’s  letter  of 
22  December;  Ifaac  Addington  was 
made  clerk  of  the  committee  on  revifion 
of  laws.  Aftdf'os  Records.  The  ap- 
pointment of  Addington  does  not  ap- 
pear in  Council  Records  of  Majfaclm- 
fetts.,  Vok  II.,  of  that  date.  On  the 
fame  day  the  Council  of  Trade  fent  in- 
flrudtions  from  London  to  Sir  Edmund 
not  to  permit  illegal  trading  between 
Newfoundland  and  New  England. 
Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  CXXVI. 
p.  329.  12  January,  i6S6-y,  ^of. 

On  the  22d  of  January  feveral  official 
letters  from  England  were  read  at  the 
Council  meeting,  the  confideration  of 


On  the  25th  of  January  the 

inhabitants 

which  was  poftponed  to  the  next  gen- 
eral meeting.  “ Upon  M*"  Randolph’s 
propofeing  it  very  neceffary  for  his 
Maj”es  fervice  that  Ports  be  appointed 
for  loading  and  unlivering  fiiipps  and 
veffells  in  this  Dominion,  it  was  ordered 
That  the  feverall  Towns  of  Bofton, 
Salem,  Pifcataqua,  New  Briftoll,  New- 
port in  Road  Ifland  be  the  only  allowed 
Ports  in  the  Dominion.”  Council  Rec- 
ords of  Maffachufetts^  Vol.  II.  Not  in 
Andros  Records. 

The  meeting  of  January  24  was  pre- 
vented by  a violent  ftorm. 

Hi/lory  of  Maffachufetts  Bay,  by 
T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  355. 

Andros  Records^  28  January,  1686-7. 
“ His  Ex'"'  takeing  notice  of  the  great 
danger  w'^^  might  enfue  by  permitting 
the  ufe  of  Printing  prefles  in  Bofton 
and  in  the  Town  of  Cambridge  unlefs 
fpeedily  taken  care  of  and  thereupon 
ordered  That  no  Papers,  books  or 
Pamphlets  be  henceforth  printed  either 
in  Bofton  or  Cambridge  untill  licenfed 
according  to  law  and  that  no  printer 
be  admitted  and  licenfed  to  print  nn- 
till  he  hath  given  five  hundred  pound 
bond  tohisMa‘yin  the  Secretary’s  of- 
fice not  to  print  any  unlicenfed  papers, 
books  or  pamphlets,  That  copies  of 

Books 
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inhabitants  of  the  town  were  reminded  by  the  ringing  of 
the  bell  that  faints’  days  were  to  be  celebrated,  and  this  was 
followed  on  the  31ft  by  a fervice  in  commemoration  of  the 
beheading  of  Charles  the  Firfl.®^ 

On  the  23d  of  February  an  important  debate  took  place 
at  the  meeting  of  the  General  Council,  nineteen  members 
being  prefent  befides  the  Governor  and  Secretary,  upon  a 

propofition 


Books  &c.  to  be  printed  be  firft  perufed 
by  Mr  Dudley  late  Prefident  and  upon 
his  allowance  of  them  for  the  Prefs  that 
one  copie  thereof  fo  allowed  and  at- 
tefted  by  him  be  brought  to  the  Secrys 
office  to  be  left  on  record  and  recieve 
from  him  an  Imprimatur.” 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Council,  4 Feb- 
ruary, the  Governor  took  the  oath  to 
obferve  the  A6ts  of  Trade  and  Naviga- 
tion, naming  the  ftatutes  ; the  petition- 
ers of  Rumney  Marffi  and  Pullen 
Point  ordered  to  bring  the  names  of 
thofe  who  will  fupport  a minifter,  and 
the  name  of  the  minifter ; the  commit- 
tee formerly  appointed  to  take  from  Mr. 
Rawfon  the  papers  belonging  to  the 
Secretary’s  office  are  ordered  to  “ ef- 
fe6lually  perfue  the  fame  ” ; alfo  “ that 
the  Court  where  Civill  and  Criminal 
Caufes  are  tryed  be  altered  and  made 
more  convenient  for  that  purpofe.” 
This  meeting  is  not  mentioned  in  Coun- 
cil Records  of  Majfachufetts.,  Vol.  II. 

‘‘Thurfday  f by  extream  bad 
weather  no  Councill,”  in  Randolph’s 
handwriting,  in  Andros  Records. 

Hijlory  of  Majfachufetts  Bay.,  by 
T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  429. 
“ That  everything  approaching  to  an 
acknowledgement  of  the  authority  of  the 
pope,  and  his  power  of  canonization 
might  be  avoided,  they  never  ufed  the 
addition  of  faint,  when  they  fpake  of 
the  apoftles  and  the  ancient  fathers  of 
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the  chriftian  church,  and  even  the  ufual 
names  of  places  were  made  to  conform.” 
Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.  “Tuef- 
day,  January  25.  This  is  kept  for  St. 
Paul,  and  the  Bell  was  rung  in  the 
Morning  to  call  perfons  to  Service. 
The  Governour  (I  am  told)  was  there. 
Monday,  Jan.  31.  There  is  a meet- 
ing at  the  Town-houfe  forenoon  and 
afternoon.  Bell  rung  for  it,  refpe6ting 
the  beheading  Charles  the  Firft.” 

On  26  January  a letter  was  fent  from 
the  Governor  and  General  Court  of 
Connedlicut  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
ftating  that  fince  the  two  writs  ferved 
upon  them  by  Mr.  Randolph,  another 
writ  had  been  ferved  upon  them  in  De- 
cember, “ requiring  our  appearance  be- 
fore eight  days  of  the  Purification  of 
tlie  blelfed  virgin  Mary,”  which  wasim- 
poffible.  “We  fhall,  as  in  duty  bound 
fubmit  to  his  royal  commands;  and  if  it 
be  to  enjoin  us  with  the  other  colonies 
and  provinces,  under  Sir  Edmund  An- 
dros, it  will  be  more  pleafing  than  to  be 
joined  with  any  other  province.”  Po- 
litical Annals,  by  George  Chalmers, 
p.  306 ; alfo  Colonial  Records  of  Con- 
nePlicut,  Vol.  III.  p.  377. 

On  February  15th  Juftices  of  the 
Peace  were  nominated  for  Rhode  Ifland 
and  the  King’s  Province.  See  Andros 
Records.  This  meeting  is  not  given  in 
the  Council  Records  of  Majfachufetts, 
Vol.  II. 
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propofition  to  raife  the  nominal  value  of  New  England 
money  and  the  Spanifh  pieces  of  eight,  it  being  argued  that 
by  making  the  nominal  value  of  the  filver  pieces  greater 
than  their  intrinfic  value,  trade  would  be  Simulated  and  the 
exportation  of  money  to  England  prevented.  This  matter 
had  already  been  brought  before  the  Council,  as  well  as  the 
reopening  of  the  Mint.^  “ His  Ex''®  wholy  declared  againfl 
fetting  any  value  upon  the  New  England  money  further 
then  the  intrinfick  value  and  fo  ufed  in  trade  and  accounted 
as  bullion.  Many  of  the  Councill  were  very  zealous  for 
raifing  the  value  of  money  faying  ’twould  make  money 
plenty  in  the  Country  and  quicken  trade.”  Objections  to 
the  fcheme  were  urged,  and  the  matter  was  poflponed.  At 
the  fame  meeting  was  read  a “ paper  from  the  Attorney 
Gen’^  in  which  was  contained  his  Ma''®®  pleafure  that  no  Q. 
[Quaker]  in  New  Eng^  fliould  be  kept  in  prifon  for  not 
comeing  to  hear  divine  fervice.”^  On  March  2d  there 

was 


Andros  Records^  22  January, 
1686-7.  A letter  of  the  King  dated  31 
Odlober,  1686,  read  “ relating  to  the 
value  and  prizes  of  pieces  of  eight  and 
regulating  forraign  coyn  in  New  Eng- 
land ” ; alfo  read  “ an  anfwer  of  the 
officers  of  the  Mint  to  the  Reafons  for  a 
mint  in  New  England.” 

In  M ajfachufetts  Archives^  Vol.  C., 
p.  388,  under  date  of  15  July,  1686,  is 
found  the  “ Report  from  the  Commif- 
fioners  his  Majefty’s  Mint  adverfe  to 
the  Maflachufetts  Mint.” 

28  January,  1686-7.  Two  queftions 
were  raifed  in  the  Council  “ whether  it 
was  in  the  power  of  the  Councill  to 
ftop  the  fhipping  of  money,  fecondly 
what  prejudice  the  fhipping  of  money 
will  bring  to  this  Country.” 


While  the  King’s  wifhes  regard- 
ing the  treatment  of  Quakers  were  croff- 
ing  the  Atlantic,  Evelyn  writes  in  his 
Diary ^ 17  January,  1686-7:  “ Popifh 
Juftices  of  the  Peace  eftabliffi’d  in  all 
counties  of  the  meaneft  of  the  people; 
Judges  ignorant  of  the  law,  and  pervert- 
ing it  — fo  furioufly  do  the  Jefuits 
drive.” 

A ndros  Records^  23  F ebruary , 1 686-7. 
“ The  law  about  town  contracts  for 
minifters’  maintenance  was  read  & 
prefTed  very  hard  to  have  it  paffed ; a 
paper  produced  and  read  offering  many 
reafons  againft  it.”  One  of  the  objec- 
tions urged  againft  raifing  the  value  of 
New  England  and  Spanifh  coin  was  that 
it  would  caufe  a great  inflow  of  light 
Spanifh  pieces,  and  be  detrimental  to 

the 
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was  a debate  upon  continuing  the  falaries  of  the  minifters 
and  fchoolmafters  as  they  were.  “ Walter  Clarke  objedted 
againft  it  in  regard  the  minifters  of  New  England  are  as 
much  diffenters  from  the  Church  of  England  as  the  Quak- 
ers and  therefore  ought  to  be  left  to  the  voluntary  contribu- 
tion of  their  hearers.”  The  matter  was  poflponed.^^  On 

the 


the  Weft  India  trade,  preventing  the 
importation  of  fugar  and  molafles  after- 
wards fhipped  to  England.  Major 
Pincheon  took  his  place  at  the  Council 
board  at  this  meeting. 

On  the  24th,  “ the  bill  for  eftabliftiing 
Courts  of  Judicature  and  Publick  Juf- 
tice  agreed  and  committed.  The  bill 
for  a Court  to  try  any  caufe  under  40 
ftiill.  before  any  Juftice  of  the  peace 
paired  and  ordered  to  be  ingrofted.” 

On  the  25th,  the  two  Goldfmiths,  ap- 
pointed a committee  on  February  23 
for  that  purpofe,  report  to  the  Council 
“ that  the  raifeing  pieces  of  eight  would 
bring  them  in  plentifully  but  at  the  fame 
time  occafion  y®  Ihipping  off  New  Eng- 
land money.  The  bill  for  holding 
Courts  of  Affizes  was  read  a fecond 
time  and  ordered  to  be  engrofled.” 
The  Goldfmiths’  report  about  money  is 
not  given  in  the  Council  Records  of  Maf- 
fachufetts.,  Vol.  II. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  26th,  “ ordered 
that  the  bill  for  ere6fing  Courts  of  Judi- 
cature be  engrofled.”  A debate  took 
place  between  the  proprietors  of  the 
Narraganfett  country  and  the  inhab- 
itants of  Rhode  Illand  about  the  place 
for  holding  courts,  “ either  party  being 
unwilling  to  go  from  their  own  towns.” 
The  meeting  of  the  26th  not  given  in 
the  Co^lncil  Records  of  Maffachufetts, 
Vol.  II. 

At  the  meeting  on  the  28th  February 
a letter  in  accordance  with  the  decifion 
of  February  15,  written  by  Sir  Edmund 
to  the  Governor  of  Conne6ficut,  was  read 


and  ordered  to  be  fent.  This  meeting  is 
not  given  in  the  Council  Records  ofMaf- 
fachufetts.,  Vol.  II.  On  the  fame  day  a 
petition  was  prefented  to  the  Governor 
and  Council  by  Thomas  Hinckley,  pray- 
ing that  the  ancient  rights  of  New 
Plymouth  might  ftill  be  continued,  that 
a comfortable  maintenance  might  be 
granted  to  Orthodox  minifters  by  all  the 
inhabitants  ; that  “ for  the  maintenance 
of  grammar  fchools  in  that  Colony,  they 
may  have  and  enjoy  the  benefit  of  fuch 
revenue  as  doth  or  may  arife  in  Cape 
Cod  Harbor.”  Maffachufetts  Hijlorical 
Society  ColleRions,  Fourth  Series,  Vol. 
II.  p.  149.  The  meeting  of  February  28 
is  not  in  the  Council  Records  ofMaJfa- 
chufetts,Vo\.  II. 

On  the  ist  of  March  there  was  much 
difcuffion  over  the  revenue  bill.  The 
Governor  infifted  that  the  whole  beaver 
trade  fhould  belong  to  the  King,  and  a 
committee  was  confequently  appointed 
to  fee  to  it.  It  was  ordered  that  certain 
pending  fuits  fhould  be  heard  in  the 
Superior  Court  of  Judicature.  In  the 
Council  Records,  Vol.  II.,  March  i, 
1686-7,  “ That  a Bill  againft  Pirates  and 
for  prevention  of  Piracy  be  prepared 
and  brought  in,”  which  is  not  in  the 
And?'os  Records. 

Andros  Records, . 
Mr.  Hinckley,  Walley,  and  others  ar- 
gued that  the  grant  of  townfhips  was 
conditioned  on  the  maintenance  of  a 
fettled,  miniftry.  This  meeting  not 
given  in  the  Council  Records  of  Majfa- 
chufetts,  Vol.  II. 
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the  3d,  “An  Aft  for  Eftablifliing  Courts  of  Judicature  and 
publick  Justice  pafTed  by  his  On  the  fame  day  the 

new  officers  of  the  militia,  a majority  of  whom  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  of  England,  appear  to  have  received 
their  commiffions.^^  On  the  following  day  the  Council 
voted  “ that  the  order  about  marriage  be  paffed  into  a 
bill,”^®  confidered  by  Hutchinfon  a grievous  reftraint,  as 
“ none  were  allowed  to  marry  except  they  entered  bonds 
with  fureties  to  the  governour,  to  be  forfeited  in  cafe  there 
fhould  afterwards  appear  to  have  been  any  lawful  impedi- 
ment. Magiflrates  ftill  continued  to  join  people  in  matri- 
mony. Other  provifion  could  not  immediately  be  made.”"^^ 
Randolph  hoped  that  in  time  all  marriage  fervices  would 
be  performed  by  minifters  of  the  Anglican  Church.^^  On 
the  5th,  the  papers  belonging  to  the  Secretary’s  office 

were 


Andros  Records,  alfo  Majfachu- 
fetts  Archives,  Vol.  CXXVI.  p.  245. 
Alfo  ConneRicut  Colonial  Records, 
Vol.  III.  p.  411. 

Diary  of  Samuel  Sew  all.  “ 3 
March,  1686-7.  This  week  the  new  of 
fleers  of  the  Militia  receive  their  com- 
miffions;  viz:  Lieut-Col.  Shrimpton, 
Major  Charles  Lidget,  Capt.  Humph. 
Lufeomb,  Capt.  Antho.  Haywood,  Capt. 
Benj.  Davis,  Capt.  Thos.  Savage,  Capt. 
W™  White,  Capt.  Sam*  Ravenferoft. 
’Tis  faid  Mr.  Nelfon  and  Foxcroft  re- 
fufed ; elfe  I fupofe  Savage  and  Davis 
had  dropt.  Left  out  Richards,  Check- 
ly,  Dummer.  Sewall  had  returned  his 
comiffion  before  the  change  of  Govern- 
ment.” 

Andros  Records,  4 March,  1686-7. 
The  order  about  marriage  is  not  in 
the  Cowtcil  Records  of  Majfachufetts, 

Vol.  II. 


Hiflory  of  Maffachufetts  Bay,  by 
T.  Hutchinfon,  2ded.,Vol.  I.  p.  355.  In 
Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  CXXVI. 
p.  226,  is  found  the  Form  of  Bond  for 
marriage.  “ Bond  of  100  pounds.  The 
condition  of  this  obligation  is  fuch 
that  if  the  above  bounden  . . . fhall 
fufficiently  fave  and  keep  harmlefs  the 
aforefaid  S"  Edmund  Andros  Kn* 
from  all  manner  of  trouble  or  troubles 
which  may  or  fhall  any  wayes  hereafter 
happen  or  arife  by  y®  F S'"  Edmund 
Andros  granting  a Licenfe  to  ...  to 
be  joined  in  holy  matrimony  that  then 
this  obligation  to  be  void  otherwife  to 
remaine  in  full  force  and  virtue.” 

Hiflory  of  Maffachufetts  Bay,  by 
T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  355. 
Extract  from  a letter  of  Randolph  to 
the  Bifhop  of  London. 


Kdivard  Randolph. 
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were  taken  finally  from  the  cuftody  of  Mr.  Rawfon  and 
placed  in  the  Town-Houfe.^^  On  the  fame  day  “it  was 
ordered  and  affented  to  that  the  Secry  is  Regifter  of  the 
Government,  and  do  appoint  his  Deput'®^  and  to  have  fees 
according  to  his  commiffion.”  On  the  loth,  the  value  of 
Spanifh  money  was  regulated,  and  an  order  was  made  that 
“ the  prefent  New  England  money  do  paffe  for  value  as 
formerly.”  On  the  12th,  the  acts  paffed,  thus  far,  were 
“ publifhed  by  beat  of  drum  and  sound  of  trumpett.” 

It  being  decided  on  the  17th,  in  Council,  that  a church 
muff  be  felected  for  the  fervices  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, 


Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.  “Sat- 
terday,  March  5.  The  MalTachufetts 
Books  and  Papers  are  fetcht  away  from 
Mr.  Rawfon’s  to  the  Town  Houfe  by 
Mr.  Lynde  and  Bullivant.” 

Andros  Records.,  5 March,  1686-7. 
Not  given  in  the  Council  Records  of  Maf- 
fachufetts.,  Vol.  II.  On  the  8th,  it  was 
ordered  that  Bofton,  Salem,  Portfmouth, 
Pemaquid,  Briftol,  and  Newport  be  the 
only  ports  in  New  England,  which  is 
not  in  the  Council  Records,  Y o\.  II.  For 
fees  of  the  Secretary’s  office,  fee  Majfa- 
chufetts  Archives,  Vol.  CXXVI.  p.  244, 
under  date  of  March  10,  1686-7,  'pojl. 
For  fees  of  the  Cuflom  Houfe,  fee  Maf 
fachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  CXXVI. 
p.  274,  under  date  of  March  17,  1686-7, 
pojl. 

Andros  Records,  10  March, 
1686-7.  Sir  Edmund  being  informed 
by  the  goldfmiths  that  the  proper  weight 
of  a piece  of  eight  was  feventeen  and 
one  half  pennyweight,  “it  was  ordered 
that  all  pieces  of  eight  of  Civill  [Seville] 
Piller  and  Mexico  of  17^  d.  weight 
fliall  pafs  in  payment  at  fix  {hillings  a 
piece  and  that  the  pTent  New  Eng*^ 
mony  do  paife  for  value  as  formerly, 


the  half  peeces  of  Eight,  quarters,  Roy- 
alls  and  half  Royalls  [reals]  do  pafs 
pro  rata  (is  meant  Coyn  and  Value) 
Spanifh  piftolls  at  4 penny  6 grains  at 
22^  N.  E.  money.”  At  this  meeting 
the  time  of  holding  the  County  Courts 
at  Boflon  and  Charleftown  was  changed 
for  the  fake  of  convenience.  The  order 
about  Spanifh  coins  is  found  in  the  Coun- 
cil Records  of  M ajfach ufetts,  Vol.  II., 
under  date  of  the  8th,  but  there  is  no 
mention  of  New  England  money. 

A ndros  Records,  1 2 M arch,  1 686-7. 
The  adt  forjuflices  trying  fmall  caufes 
vizt.  40s.,  the  adt  for  eftablifhing  Courts 
of  Judicature,  &c.  ; the  adt  for  the 
Revenue;  the  adl  againft  pirates,  and 
the  proclamation  for  pieces  of  Eight. 
In  the  Council  Records,  Vol.  II.,  are 
added,  “ publifhed  in  the  open  ftreet 
nere  the  Towne  Houfe  at  the  hour  of 
twelve  in  the  morning.”  On  the  loth  of 
March,  Thomas  Hinckley  was  appointed 
Judge  of  the  Prerogative  Court  (Court 
of  Probate)  in  the  County  of  Barnftable. 
His  commiffion  is  figned  by  Andros, 
and  Randolph,  as  Secretary.  See 
MaJJachufetts  Hiflorical  Society  Col- 
lections, Fourth  Series,  Vol.  V.  p.  150. 
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land,^*^  Sir  Edmund  examined  on  the  2 2d  the  three  Meet- 
ing-houfes  in  Boflon,^^  and  on  the  following  day  fent  Mr. 
Randolph  to  afk  for  the  keys  of  the  South  Church.^^  Two 
days  later,  on  Good  Friday,  the  Governor  had  fervice  per- 
formed there,  the  fexton  having  been  prevailed  upon  to  ring 
the  bell  and  open  the  door.^^  From  this  time  until  the  end 
of  Andros’s  admin iffration  there  was  a joint  occupancy  of 
the  building,  leading  to  much  trouble.  Randolph  wrote  on 
the  fame  day  to  the  committee  that  “ his  Excellence  having 
firft  advifed  with  y®  Councill  gave  notice  to  y®  members  of 
y^  third  Church  in  Bofton  that  he  intended  to  have  a Ser- 
mon there  on  Eafter  day;  and  appointed  our  Minifter  to 
perform  his  office  which  he  accordingly  did  between  the 

Houres 


Andros  Records^  17  March,  1686-7. 
“ A church  agreed  upon  in  Bofton  for 
fuch  as  hear  divine  fervice.”  This  is 
not  in  the  Council  Records  of  Maffachu- 
fetis,  Vol.  II. 

Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.  “ 22 
March.  This  day  his  Excellency  views 
the  three  Meeting  houfes.” 

48  Ibid.  “ March  23.  The  Gover- 
nour  fends  Mr.  Randolph  for  the  keys  of 
our  Meeting  houfe,  that  may  fay  Pray- 
ers there.  Mr.  Eliot,  Frary,  Oliver, 
Savage,  Davis  and  my  felf  wait  on  his 
Excellency,  ftiew  that  the  Land  and 
Houfe  is  ours,  and  that  we  can’t  con- 
fent  to  part  with  it  to  fuch  ufe  ; exhibit 
an  Extract  of  Mrs.  Norton’s  deed,  and 
how  ’twas  built  by  particular  perfons, 
as  Hull,  Oliver,  100^  a piece  &c.  ” 
Amtals  of  King's  Chapel.,  by  H.  W. 
Foote,  Vol.  I.  p.  69.  “No  reafon  is 
given  why  the  South  Church  was  fe- 
le6led  to  be  the  very  unwilling  hoft  of 
the  new  Epifcopal  Society  ; but  it  may 
be  conjedtured  that  it  was  either  be- 


caufe  it  was  neareft  to  where  Sir  Ed- 
mund lived  — near  where  the  Province 
Houfe  afterward  flood  — or  becaufe  the 
South  Church  had  only  otie  minifter, 
while  each  of  the  others  had  two.,  that 
is,  twice  as  many  perfons  with  trouble- 
fome  tongues.  Then  too,  Randolph 
had  doubtlefs  told  the  Governor  how 
the  South  Church  rofe  out  of  a bitter 
quarrel,  and  he  may  have  thought  that 
the  two  other  churches  would  look  on 
its  vexations  with  more  compofure  of 
fpirit.” 

Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.  “Fri- 
day March  25,  1687.  The  Governour 
has  fervice  in  the  South  Meeting  houfe. 
Goodm.  Needham  [the  Sexton]  though 
had  refolved  to  the  contrary,  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  Ring  the  Bell  and  open 
the  door  at  the  Governour’s  Comand, 
one  Smith  and  Hill,  Joiner  and  Shoe- 
maker, being  very  bufy  about  it.  Mr. 
Jn.  Ufher  was  there,  whether  at  the 
very  beginning  or  no,  I can’t  tell.” 
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Houres  of  ii  and  i,  in  the  forenoon,  & 4 & 6 in  y®  after- 
noon, not  in  the  leaft  manner  obflrufting  them  who  make 
ufe  of  that  place  as  formerly.  We  find  it  a difficult  thing 
to  raife  a maintenance  for  Our  Minifter,  and  nothing  will 
more  obftruft  the  fettlement  of  y®  Church  of  Eng'^  then  to 
have  the  minifter  precarious,  he  is  a fober  and  diligent  per- 
fon  & wants  not  onely  a good  encouragement  for  his  fupport, 
but  3 or  4 able  perfons  ought  to  be  fent  heither  to  preach 
in  the  feverall  late  Governments  where  are  fome  thoufands 
of  poeple  men  Women  & children  unbaptized.  My  Lords  I 
humbly  propofe  it  very  neceffary  for  his  Ma^'®"  fervice  that 
the  Charter  of  Connefticut  Colony  be  profecuted  to  effedt. 
I know  they  will  employ  none  to  defend  it,  but  let  the  Law 
take  its  courfe.  In  obedience  to  your  Lordf^^®  Commands 
are  humbly  laid  before  your  Lordf^^®  the  Lawes  made  and 
paffed  in  Councill,  together  with  the  Proceedings  in  Coun- 
cill  fince  his  Excellen®^®  arrivall.  Amongft  y®  Lawes  now 
tranfmitted  That  for  continuing  & eftablifhing  Severall 
Rates  & Dutyes  etc.  palTed  with  great  difficulty,  not  that 
tis  a new  thing  or  hardfhip  upon  the  people  for  there  is 
nothing  Contained  in  it  but  what  is  tranfcribed  out  of  their 
printed  Law  booke,  but  they  have  alwayes  accounted  them- 
felves  a free  poeple  & looke  upon  this  aft  to  be  a Clogg 
upon  them  and  their  eflates.”^®  In  his  letter,  of  the  fame 
date,  to  the  Lord  Prefident  he  fays  there  is  not  one  member 

of 

State  Papers.,  Colonial.,  Bundle  Records.,Wo\.  III.  ^02,  etseq.  Copies 
55  (120).  From  Mr.  Randolph  to  the  of  the  “Lawes  Enadted  by  Governor 
Committee,  25  March,  1687, Andros  and  his  Councill”  were  fent  to 
For  the  full  text  of  the  laws,  copies  Connecticut  when  that  Colony  was 
of  which  were  fent  to  England  by  Mr.  added  to  the  Dominion  of  New  Eng- 
Randolph,  fee  ConnelHcut  Colonial  land. 


24 


Memoir  of 


of  the  Council  “ who  rightly  underftands  the  Lawes  & prac- 
tice of  the  Courts  of  England ; from  whence  arifes  a great 
want  of  fitt  perfons  to  make  Judges  etc.  & other  minifteriall 
officers.  They  have  made  themfelves  Titles  to  very  large 
tradls  of  Land,  fo  that  as  matters  are  now  circumftanced 
Its  not  Safe  to  bring  titles  of  Land  to  Tryall  before  them 
wherein  his  Right  is  concernd  the  Judges  being  alfo 

partyes.  This  makes  all  matters  relating  to  his  Ma‘^®  go  on 
very  heavily.”  As  for  Connecticut,  “they  send  formall  & 
dilatory  letters  onely  to  gain  tyme,  but  very  much  to  the 
damage  of  the  whole  Territory.  Its  therefore  for  his 
fervice  that  the  profecution  againfl  their  Charter  be  purfued 
to  effeCt.”^^ 

On  the  27th  were  held  the  firfl  Sunday  fervices,  in  the 
South  Church,  according  to  the  rites  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, which,  lafting  beyond  the  hour  appointed  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  regular  congregation,  caufed  much  ill  feeling,®^ 

the 


State  Papers^  Colonial^  Bundle 
55  (122).  From  Mr.  Randolph  to  my 
Prefident.  25  March,  i62>%  pojl. 

Diary  of  Sa?miel  Sewall.  “ Laft 
Sabbath  day  March  27.  Governour  and 
his  retinue  met  in  our  Meeting  houfe  at 
Eleven,  broke  off  paft  two  becaufe  of 
the  Sacrament  and  Mr.  Clark’s  long 
Sermon ; now  we  were  apointed  to 
come  ^ hour  paft  one,  fo  ’twas  a fad 
fight  to  fee  how  full  the  ftreet  was  with 
people,  gazing  and  moving  to  and  fro 
becaufe  had  not  entrance  into  the 
Floufe.” 

Andros  wrote  Sunderland,  30  March, 
1687:  “I  have  fettled  the  Militia  etc., 
and  take  care  that  the  A6ls  of  Trade 
and  Plantation  be  duly  obferved.  Con- 
nedlicut  has  not  yet  fubmitted,  notwith- 


ftanding  another  writ  ferved  upon  them 
and  their  pretended  loyalty.  They 
have  fummoned  another  affembly  to 
meet  this  day  at  Hartford.  Here  hav- 
ing been  no  place  for  the  fervices  of 
the  Church  of  England  but  in  the  Town 
Houfe  no  ways  Convenient  for  it,  afore 
Eafter  (as  advifed  and  ordered  in 
Council)  fend  to  deflre  the  ufe  of  the 
South  Meeting  houfe  in  Bofton,  on  Sun- 
days at  II  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and 
four  in  the  afternoon,  and  on  Eafter 
day  had  the  Liturgy  of  the  Church  of 
England,  a fermon  and  a facrament 
adminiftered  there,  and  to  continue  fo 
till  otherways  provided,  as  alfo  our  pray- 
ers on  the  week  days  as  occafion.  I 
fend  the  names  of  twelve  men  to  fupply 
vacancies  in  the  Council  not  many 

knowing 
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the  proprietors  refenting,  naturally,  the  interference  with 
their  veiled  rights,  and  on  April  4th  there  was  a difcuf- 
fion  by  Mr.  Sewall  and  others  in  regard  to  celebrating 
the  Lord’s  fupper,  if  the  congregation  was  to  be  debarred 
from  the  ufe  of  their  Meeting-houfe.®^  A few  days  later 
the  feelings  of  the  ftridler  Puritans  were  hurt  by  feeing 
fome  of  the  newly  appointed  militia  officers  wearing  red 
paper  crofles . in  their  hats  on  training  day.^^  Randolph 


knowing  in  the  laws  or  methods  of 
England.  I have  fent  an  officer  and 
garrifon  to  relieve  and  receive  the  Fort 
of  Pemaquid.” 

At  the  Council  meeting,  2 April,  ar- 
rangements were  made  to  enlarge  the 
dock  at  Charleftown,  fo  as  to  permit  the 
repairing  of  the  frigate,  the  Kingfiffier. 
This  meeting  is  not  in  the  Council  Rec- 
ords of  Majpachujetts.,  Vol.  II. 

On  April  6,  Mr.  William  Stoughton 
prefented  a draft  of  fees  for  the  Marffial 
ferving  writs  in  Bofton  and  Charleftown ; 
not  in  the  Couticil  Records.,  Vol.  II. 

On  April  13,  “ His  difcourfed 

about  the  arbitrary  way  of  attaching 
goods  and  prifon  for  debt.  Attach- 
ments to  be  iffued  out  of  the  Scys 
office  w^^  declaracons  to  be  entred  w*^ 
the  prefent  clerks  appointed  by  the 
Secy.  Councill  to  meet  every  Wednef- 
day.  Mailers  to  profecute  felons 

for  Maj‘'®.  Dr.  Bullivant  to  draw  up 
Indi6lm‘®  and  arrain  the  prifoners.  Mr. 
Sherlock  appointed  Sheriff  of  Suffolk 
County.”  This  meeting  is  not  in  the 
Council  Records.,  Vol.  II. 

April  20.  The  Cambridge  petitioners 
in  regard  to  a bridge  were  heard  by  the 
Council  and  the  matter  referred.  The 
Treafurer’s  two  accounts  of  ^115.  19.  ii 
and  £226.  I.  10  were  allowed.  This 
meeting  is  not  in  the  Council  Records., 
Vol.  II. 

VOL.  II.  — 4 


having 

On  the  25th  of  April,  Mr.  Dudley  and 
Mr.  Stoughton  took  the  required  oaths 
as  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court.  Henry 
Woodis  and  four  others  of  the  feledl- 
men  of  Concord,  for  having  fent  a fcan- 
dalous  paper  to  John  Uffier,  were 
fummoned  to  appear  before  the  Coun- 
cil on  4 May,  “ to  anfwer  their  contempt 
of  his  Ma‘*^®  Government.”  TheTreaf- 
urer  was  ordered  to  notify  the  towns 
which  were  backward  to  fend  in  their 
rates  forthwith.  This  meeting  is  not 
in  the  Council  Records,  Vol.  II.  This  is 
the  laft  meeting  recorded  in  the  Andros 
Records.  There  is  only  one  memoran- 
dum after  this  date,  dating  that  John 
Weft  was  fworn  to  be  Judge  of  the  In- 
ferior Court  of  Suffolk  County  on 
7 June.  This  is  in  Randolph’s  hand- 
writing. 

Diary  of  Sa?nuel  Sewall.  “ Ap.  4. 
In  the  Even,  Mr.  Willard,  Eliot,  Frary 
and  felf  have  great  debate  about  our 
meeting  for  the  Lord’s  fupper.” 

Ibid.  “ Satterday  Ap.  23.  Eight 
Companies  Train.  Many  perfons ; 
fome  officers  have  red  paper  Crofles 
faftened  to  their  Hats.” 

Wait  Winthrop  writes  to  Fitz-John 
Winthrop  from  Bofton,  April  28.  “ The 
laft  Saturday  being  St.  Georges  and 
Coronation  day  we  had  this  regiment 
in  the  feild,  whear  our  new  officers  had 
opertunity  to  Ihew  their  Ikill.  M*"  Nelfon 

deflres 
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having  been  induced,  apparently  unwillingly,  to  give  up  his 
office  of  Secretary  and  Regifter  to  John  Weft,^  he  made, 
on  May  3d,  the  grant  for  four  years,  referving  to  himfelf  a 
payment  of  ^150  yearly,^®  filing  the  next  day  his  account 
of  the  papers  iffued  from  his  office.^^  About  this  time  he 
received  from  Mr.  John  Grant  of  London  the  news  that 
his  daughter  in  England  was  in  good  health,  and  cordial 
thanks  for  the  kindnefs  bellowed  upon  the  writer  by  Mr. 
Randolph.^^ 

In  the  hope  of  avoiding  trouble,  notice  was  fent,  in 
advance,  to  Dr.  Bullivant,  that  the  congregation  of  the 
South  Church  would  celebrate  the  facrament  of  the  Lord’s 
fupper  on  May  15th,  the  ufual  day.  To  this  it  was  an- 
fwered  that  the  Governor  muft  have  communion  fervice  on 
that  day,  being  Whitfunday,  and  that  no  other  church  was 
convenient,  but  that  the  fervice  would  be  finifhed  by  twelve 

o’clock. 


defires  my  recofaendation  of  Monlieur 
Villabonne  to  your  affiftance  and  advice 
in  his  jorney  to  New  York,  but  how 
you  will  convers  with  him  I know  not, 
for  he  fpeakes  little  Englifh.  He  is  go- 
ing, as  is  faid,  to  demand  fatisfa<5lion 
for  the  wines  Mr.  Palmes  [Palmer]  and 
Weft  feafed  the  laft  fumer  beyond  Pem- 
aquid,  which  will  not  be  very  gratefull 
to  Coll.  Dongan,  as  I think.”  Maj^a- 
chufetts  Hijiorical  Society  Collections^ 
Fifth  Series^  Vol.  VIII.  p.  472. 

Palfrey  fays  in  his  Hijiory  of  New 
England,  ed.  1864,  Vol.  III.  p.  523, 
note  : “In  1680  Weft,  an  Englifh  mer- 
chant refiding  in  New  York,  was  ap- 
pointed by  Andros  to  be  Secretary  of 
that  Province,  which  office  he  con- 
tinued in  fome  two  or  three  years,  at 
the  end  of  that  time  he  was  defpatched 
by  Governor  Dongan  to  Maine.” 


State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle 
55  (217).  “ Leafe  of  the  Secretary’s 

office  from  M"^  Randolph  to  M*"  Weft.” 
3 May,  1687,  pofl. 

Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol. 
CXXVI.  p.  332.  “ Account  of  Publick 
Writings  iftued  out  of  the  Secretaryes 
office  of  his  Ma**®^  Territory  & Domin- 
ion of  New  England  in  America  fince 
Decern'^’"  y«  20^^,  1686,”  pojl. 

58  Ibid.,  Vol.  CXXVI.  p.  243.  Let- 
ter to  Edward  Randolph  from  John 
Grant,  10  March,  i6S6-y,  foyt. 

Mr.  Weft  took  his  oaths  as  Secretary 
and  Regifter  on  May  4.  Council  Rec- 
ords, Vol.  II.  p.  1 17.  Mr.  Randolph 
prefented  his  draft  for  the  fees  of  his 
office  as  Colle6tor  and  Surveyor  of  the 
Cuftoms.  NMo  Maffachufetts  Archives, 
Vol.  CXXVII.  p.  121. 
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o’clock.  “ Remembring  how  long  they  were  at  Eafter,  we 
were  afraid  ’twould  breed  much  confufion  in  the  afternoon, 
and  fo,  on  Wednefday,  concluded  not  to  have  our  Sacre- 
ment  for  faw  ’twas  in  vain  to  urge  their  promife.”^^  Within 
a very  few  days®®  came  the  welcome  news,  followed  in 
time  by  the  official  notification,  that  liberty  of  confcience 
had  been  proclaimed  in  England  by  the  King;  and  “the 
people  were  freed  from  their  fears  of  perfecution,”  tempo- 
rarily. The  news,  however,  did  not  feem  to  have  any  effect 
on  the  adlions  of  Governor  Andros,  but  probably  flrength- 
ened  the  oppofition  to  his  government.  Randolph  writes 
to  Blathwayt  on  May  21  : “ His  Excell  has  to  do  with  a per- 

verfe 


Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.  Tuef- 
day,  May  lo. 

On  May  9th,  order  paffed  that  “ noe 
Mackerell  be  taken  before  the  firft  of 
July.”  See  Coimcil  Records  ofMaJfa- 
chufetts N o\.  II.  On  the  loth,  feveral 
a6ts  were  paffed.  “ An  A£l  for  regulat- 
ing the  Aflize  of  Cafkes,  and  preventing 
Deceite  in  Packing  of  Fifh,  Beefe  and 
Porke  for  fale  ; for  regulation  of  weights 
&:  meafures ; for  regulating  Cattle, 
Come  fields  & Fences.”  On  the  nth, 
an  A6l  concerning  wolves  was  paflTed. 
See  Council  Records.,  Vol.  II. 

Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.  “ Wed- 
nefday, May  18.  This  day  Mr.  Foye 
comes  in  and  brings  the  King’s  Dec- 
laration for  Liberty  of  Confcience.” 

Hijlory  of  Majfachrifetts  Bay.,  by 
T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  367. 
For  the  King’s  Declaration  fee  Ma- 
caiilafs  Hifiory  of  England.,  Vol.  II. 
p.  154,  ed.  i86i.  “On  the  fourth  of 
April  appeared  the  memorable  Declara- 
tion of  Indulgence  ” 

See  Maffachufetts  Hijlorical  Society 
CollePlio7ts,  Fourth  Series.,  Vol.  V.  p.  152, 


for  “ King  James  II. ’s  anfwer  to  Mr. 
Alfop’s  fpeech  on  religious  liberty,” 
in  which  the  King  fays  “ there  fliall  be 
no  perfecution  in  my  dominions  for 
confcience  fake  for  mere  matters  of 
religion.” 

Diary  ofjohtt  Evelyn.  “2  March. 
Came  out  a Proclamation  for  univerfal 
liberty  of  Confcience  in  Scotland.” 

“ 10  April.  In  the  laft  weeke  there 
was  iffu’d  a Difpenfation  from  all  obli- 
gations and  tells,  by  which  Diffenters 
and  Papifts  efpecially  had  publiq  liberty 
of  exercifing  their  feverall  ways  of  wor- 
lliip  without  incurring  the  penalty  of 
the  many  Lawes  and  A<5ls  of  Parlia- 
ment to  the  contrary.  There  was  a 
wonderful  concourfe  of  people  at  the 
Diffenters’  meeting  houfe  in  this  parifh, 
and  the  parifh  church  left  exceeding 
thin.”  Among  thofe  difmiffed  from 
office  by  James  were  his  brothers-in- 
law,  Lord  Clarendon  and  the  Earl  of 
Rochefter.  The  former  had  always 
been  friendly  to  Randolph,  and  the  lat- 
ter had  appointed  him  to  the  poftmafter- 
fhip  of  New  England. 
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verfe  people.  Here  is  none  of  the  Council  at  hand,  except 
Mr.  Mafon  & myfelf,  Mr.  B.  & Mr.  Ufher,  who  appear 
lively  for  his  Majefly’s  Intereft.  Nothing  has  been  wanting 
in  his  Excell,  to  bring  all  things  to  a good  poflure,  both 
private  & public.  He  Difcharges  the  Duty  of  an  Excellent 
Govern^  But  this  people  are  Rivetted  in  their  way,  & I 
fear  nothing  but  Neceffity  or  Force  will  otherwife  difpofe 
them.”®^  On  the  fame  day  he  alfo  writes  to  Mr.  Povey, 
afking  permiffion  to  forward  his  papers  direflly  to  the  Cuf- 
tom  Houfe  in  London  becaufe  he  had  been  cenfured  for 
fending  them  firfl  to  the  Plantation  office.  He  complains 
that  Mr.  Stoughton,  Mr.  Wharton,  and  others  are  oppofed 
to  granting  him  a fixed  falary,  fo  that  he  is  adlually  at  a lofs 
on  account  of  the  expenfe  of  clerk  hire  and  of  his  deputies 
at  the  different  ports,  “ their  not  allowing  moderate  fees  is 
only  to  difcourage  from  infpefting  their  irregular  trade. 
This  his  excellency  has  endeavoured  to  have  redfified,  but 
is  oppofed  by  my  enemies,  to  my  very  great  Ioffe,  and  preju- 
dice to  my  deputyes.  His  excellency  tryed  all  wayes  to 
bring  the  people  to  quift  rents.  There  were  feverall  who 
would  take  grants  for  lands,  but  as  it  now  falls  out,  his  ex- 
cellency 


Majfachufetts  Hi/iorical  Society 
Collections^  Fourth  Series^  Vol.  VIII. 
p.  531.  Extrafl  of ‘letter  from  Ran- 
dolph to  Blaithwait,  21  May,  i6%y^poJl. 

Mr.  Robert  Mafon  had  recently  ar- 
rived. He  took  his  place  at  the  Coun- 
cil Board  on  the  20th  of  May,  — the 
previous  day.  Council  Records  of  Maf- 
fachufetts^  Vol.  II.  20  May.  “Robert 
Mafon  and  John  Greene,  Efq":®  tooke 
the  oathes  of  allegiance  and  that  for 
performing  the  duty  of  Councillors, 


being  both  Lately  arrived  from  Eng- 
land. His  Maj’^'ss  Letter  for  Liberty  of 
Confcience  to  his  Inhabitants  of  Rhoad 
Ifland  was  read.  His  Maj‘‘^®  Letter 
for  publi thing  the  Treaty  of  Peace  with 
the  French  and  the  faid  treaty  were 
likewife  read.”  Mr.  Randolph’s  ac- 
counts were  referred  to  a commit- 
tee. Alfo  Maffachufetts  Archives^ 
Vol.  CXXVI.  p.  334,  and  Ibid.,  Vol. 
CXXVII.  p.  125. 
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cellency  has  none  to  difpofe  of ; a little  time  will  trye  what 
our  new  judges  Dudley  and  Stoughton  will  fay,  when  either 
Indian  purchafe  or  grantes  from  the  generall  court  are  quef- 
tioned  before  them.  Sir,  you  will  much  wonder  to  hear  I 
have  difpofed  of  the  Secretaryes  office  for  too  inconfiderable 
a vallue,  wheras  it  was  judged  worth  5 or  600/.  I loft  mony 
confiderable,  during  the  time  I had  it,  one  part  the  preftdent 
ran  away  with,  and  it  was  not  fettled,  tho’  his  excellency  en- 
deavoured it,  but  allwayes  oppofed;  the  whole  trouble,  care 
and  charge  lay  upon  me.  I,  fometime  after  his  excellencyes 
arrivall,  was  diredled  to  prepare  commiffions,  civill  and  mili- 
tary for  the  whole  territory.  I made  12  in  parchment  for 
the  peace,  240  military,  copied  and  engroffed  in  parchment 
all  the  lawes,  and  difperfed  copies  through  the  whole  gov- 
ernment, yet  they  fcrupled  to  allow  me  for  writing  them, 
thefe  matters  have  fo  difcouraged  me  that  I thought  it  bet- 
ter to  have  fome  certainty  then  to  leave  all  loofe  and  know 
no  end  to  the  charge.”  After  fpeaking  of  the  adis  already 
paffed,  he  adds,  “ they  [the  Council]  ftick  hard  upon  that  of 
poffeffion  as  of  a generall  concerne  and  next  to  that  for  a law 
for  miniftters  maintenance,  ftrongly  oppofed  by  the  quakers. 
[The  a6l  regulating]  the  rates  of  pieces  of  eight  does  not  an- 
fwer  the  end,  money  grows  very  fcarce  and  no  trade  to  bring 
it  in.  The  members  of  the  Councill  of  Rhoad  Ifland  and 
New  Plimouth  have  enough  of  comeing  to  fett  in  Councill, 
8 or  10  dayes  a time,  at  their  own  charge,  and  I now  expedl 
but  very  thin  appearance  for  the  future,  in  regard  the  tables 
are  downe,  but  to  the  great  diffatisfadlion  of  our  brethern. 
He  then  fpeaks  of  the  efforts  made  by  Col.  Dongan  to  in- 
duce Connedticut  to  join  New  York  inftead  of  Maffachufetts, 

but 
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but  “this  government  cannot  fubfift  without  a free  trade 
with  Connedlicut,  which  will  be  debarred  if  they  are  not  an- 
nexed to  us,  or  what ’s  worfe  for  us  to  pay  lo  per  cent,  for 
all  wheat,  porke  &c.  brought  to  us,  which  we  cannot  want. 
Mr.  Mafon  is  very  acceptable  to  his  excellency  and  to  many 
of  us.  Moody  is  out  of  humour.  I believe  he  will  be 
obliged  to  leave  this  town.”®^ 

On  the  25th  it  was  propofed  “that  none  keepe  fchoole, 
or  Teach,  Educate  or  Inftruft  youth,  but  fuch  as  fhall  be 
allowed,”  which  would  give  great  power  to  the  governing 
faflion  in  the  Council,  and  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph 
a fmall  veffel  for  the  coaft  was  ordered  to  be  provided  for 
the  King’s  fervice,®^  which  was  evidently  to  aid  in  enforcing 
the  A6ls  of  Trade.  As  Connedlicut  had  not  yet  furrendered, 
being  influenced,  it  was  fuppofed,  by  what  was  called  the 
fadlious  party  in  Maflachufetts,  Sir  Edmund  determined  to 

make 


Hutchinfon' s Collection  of  Papers^ 
Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  296.  Ran- 
dolph to  Povey,  21  May,  1687,  pofl. 

Council  Records  of  Maffachu- 
fetts^  Vol.  II.  25  May,  1687.  At  this 
meeting  it  was  alfo  ordered  “ That  all 
publique  Records  in  the  laft  [late]  Gov- 
ernments now  annexed  under  this  Do- 
minion be  brought  to  this  Towne,  and 
putt  into  the  cuftody  of  the  Secry  or  his 
Dep‘y.  An  A6l  for  probate  of  wills 
and  granting  letters  of  adminiftration 
was  read  and  ordered  to  be  Ingroffed.” 
Randolph’s  accounts  were  allowed  to 
be  paid  by  each  county  and  Province. 
His  Cuftom  Houfe  fees  were  alfo  al- 
lowed. Alfo  M ajfachufetts  Archives^ 
Vol.  CXXVII.  p.  126. 

Sewall  writes  in  his  Diary : “ May 
26.  Marfhal  Green  vifits  me,  and 
tells  me  that  he  is  wholly  left  out  of  all 


publick  employment.  Sam*  Gookin 
Sheriff  for  Middlefex.  Said  Green  told 
me  he  knew  not  of  it  till  today,  and 
that  he  was  undone  for  this  world.” 

On  ift  June  were  paifed  the  following 
a6ls  : for  probate  of  wills  and  grant- 
ing adrainiftrations  ; for  regulating  the 
filhing  trade  and  fifhermen,  and  for  reg- 
ulating the  purchafe  of  lands  from  In- 
dians. See  Council  Records  of  Majfa- 
chufetts^  Vol.  II.  ; alfo  M affachufetts 
Archives,  Yo\.  CXXVII.  p.  128. 

“June  y^  1687.  Memd.  Mt  Jo  : 
Weft  was  fworn  in  the  Council  Chamber 
his  Excellency  & Secy  prefent  & receive 
from  his  Excellence  a commiffion  under 
y^feal  of  y®  Gov‘.  to  be  Judge  of  the  In- 
ferior Court  of  y®  County  of  Suffolk.” 
See  entry  in  the  Andros  Records  in 
Randolph’s  handwriting. 
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make  another  effort  by  fending  Randolph  to  Hartford  with 
a letter  expreffing  the  hope  that  the  Colony  will  “ accept  his 
favour  foe  gratioudy  offered”  before  judgment  is  en- 
tered.^®  Before  Randolph  reached  Hartford  the  General 
Court  had  been  adjourned, after  deciding  on  June  15th 
that  William  Whiting,  the  agent  of  the  Colony  in  London, 
fliould  ftill  do  what  he  could  “to  anfwer  objedions  againft 
their  Charter,”  and  the  Charter  itfelf  was  brought  into  the 
room  by  order  and  left  on  the  table  with  the  key  in  the  box. 
No  mention  is  made  of  its  having  been  returned  to  the 
cuftody  of  the  Secretary.  During  the  abfence  of  Randolph 
on  his  fruitlefs  journey,  there  is  no  record  of  any  Council 
meetings  being  held.®^ 

The  uneafy  feeling  now  pervading  the  New  England  Col- 
onies was  much  increafed  by  the  exceffive  fees  demanded  by 
Mr.  Weft,  as  Secretary;  it  does  not  appear,  however,  that 
Randolph  fandioned  Mr.  Weft’s  courfe.  “ That  which  add- 

eth 


Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol. 
CXXVI.  p.  353.  Alfo  Connedicut  Co- 
lonial Records,  Vol.  III.  p.  381.  Letter 
of  Andros  to  the  Governor  and  Council 
of  Connedticut.  Bofton,  13  June,  1687. 
“ This  is  by  Edw^  Randolph  Efq':  to 
whom  you  may  give  intire  Credence  in 
anything  relating  to  this  matter.” 

ConnePlicut  Colonial  Records,  Vol. 
III.  p.  383.  Letter  of  Governor  and 
Council  to  Sir  E.  Andros.  Hartford, 
June  18,  1687.  “Your  letter  by  Efq'' 
Randall  [Randolph]  and  Capt.  Davis 
we  have  rece'^  and  are  forry  they  came 
too  late  to  reach  our  Generali  Court, 
who  adjourned  the  evening  before 
the  arrival  of  thofe  Gent,  though  by 
what  we  too1c  notice  of  theire  minds 
we  conclude  they  would  not  have  al- 


tered or  varyed  anything  from  what  in 
their  former  letters  they  wrote  unto 
you.  [therefore  according  to  the  cir- 
cumftances  we  ftand  under,  we  cannot 
make  a furrender  of  o'  Charter  at  pref- 
ent]  but  wayte  his  pleafure  for 

our  further  difpofe.” 

figned  by  John  Allyn  Secy. 

Upon  Randolph’s  return  the  Coun- 
cil met,  on  22  June,  when  a falary  for 
the  judges  was  difcufled.  Council  Rec- 
ords, Vol.  II.  On  23  June  it  was  or- 
dered that  the  goods  taken  from  Mr. 
Wanton  of  Scituate,  a Quaker,  for  not 
paying  the  Minifber’s  rate,  be  reftored 
to  him.  Council  Records  of  Maffachu- 
fetts,  Vol.  II.;  alfo  Majfachufetts  Ar- 
chives, Vol.  CXXVII.  p.  130. 
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eth  to  the  further  grievance  of  the  people  is  the  exafting 
extraordinary  fees  by  that  gentleman  who  hath  farmed  the 
Secretary’s  office  of  Mr.  Randolph,  beyond  what  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph was  wont  to  do  whilft  he  officiated  therein.”  Be- 
fides  the  heavy  fees  demanded,  the  final  probate  of  wills 
had  to  be  made  in  Bofton,  which  added  much  to  the  coft  on 
account  of  the  journey  from  remote  parts  of  the  country,^^ 

and 


Majfachufetts  Hijiorical  Society 
ColleSions^  Fourth  Series^  Vol.  V. 
p.  156.  Letter  of  Thomas  Hinckley  to 
William  Blaithwait.  Bofton,  28  June, 
1687  : “there  being  now  thirty  and  five 
{hillings  now  exadted  as  fees  about  the 
probate  of  a will,  the  inventory  of  which 
eftate  amounted  but  to  about  ;^52,  and 
the  fees  of  forty  Ihillings  for  granting  let- 
ters of  adminiftration  to  a woman  whofe 
hufband  died  inteflate ; and  being  told 
by  myfelf  and  others  that  it  was  con- 
trary to  the  ftatute  of  England,  which 
took  great  care  to  prevent  officers  ex- 
torting more  fees  than  was  by  [law]  al- 
lowed, to  the  oppreffion  of  the  fubjedl, 
he  pretended  Mr.  Randolph’s  commif- 
fion  was  with  as  full  power  &c.  as  at 
Jamaica  or  other  places  of  his  Majefiy’s 
dominion  in  America,  where  they  took 
great  fees.  But  I fuppofe  it  is  not 
legal  to  take  what  fees  he  pleafeth,  nor 
doth  that  commiffion  bear  him  out  in  it. 
Great  complaints  alfo  of  exceffive  fees 
for  writs  and  proceffes  of  law  ; in  fo 
much  as  many  think,  if  thefe  things  go 
on,  officers  will  quickly  drain  all  that 
little  money  which  is  left  in  the  country 
into  their  own  pockets.” 

Hijiory  of  Maffachnfetts  Bay^  by 
T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  358. 
“ Under  the  new  adminiftration  the  fees 
were  exorbitant.  Fifty  fhillings  was 
the  common  fee  for  probate  of  a will. 
The  Governor  was  the  fupreme  ordi- 
nary, andadled  by  himfelf,  except  a few 


months,  whilft  he  was  in  New  York, 
and  in  the  eaflern  country,  when  Mr. 
Dudley  was  his  Deputy.  It  was  a great 
burden  upon  widows  and  children,  who 
lived  remote,  to  be  obliged  to  come  to 
Bofton.  The  fees  of  all  other  officers 
were  complained  of  as  oppreffive.  The 
harpies  themfelves  quarrelled  about 
their  fhare  of  the  prey.”  Randolph 
wrote,  “ Weft  extorts  what  fees  he 
pleafes  to  the  great  oppreffion  of  the 
people,  and  renders  the  prefent  govern- 
ment grievous.” 

By  the  “A6t  for  Probate  of  Wills 
and  granting  Letters  of  Adminiftra- 
tion,” pafled  I June,  1686,  the  probate 
and  letters  of  adminiftration  fhall  be 
granted  by  the  Governor,  or  fome  one 
appointed  by  him  for  Suffolk  and  Mid- 
dlefex  Counties,  in  Bofton;  in  other 
Counties  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  impowered  to  examine  witneffes 
and  to  certify  to  the  Secretary’s  office 
in  Bofton.  One  judge  with  two  juftices 
of  the  peace  can,  out  of  court,  in  cafe 
of  neceffity,  examine  witneffes,  an  ap- 
peal lying  to  the  Governor,  or  officer 
appointed  by  him.  When  the  eftate  is 
lefs  than  fifty  pounds  probate  can  be 
made  by  the  inferior  courts  of  the  feveral 
counties,  an  appeal  lying  to  the  Gover- 
nor within  three  months.  Comie6licut 
Colonial  Records^  Vol.  III.  p.  423. 
Hutchinfon  fays  in  a note,  p.  358  of  his 
HiJlory^  that  Andros  introduced  “ the 
forms  ufed  in  the  fpiritual  courts  which 

have 
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and  led  in  time  to  a remonftrance  from  Randolph.  Sir 
Edmund  having  been  unfuccefsful  in  his  firfl  attempts  to 
induce  the  inhabitants  to  pay  quit  rents,  they  having  ac- 
quired their  rights  by  purchafe,  made  another  effort  in  the 
laft  part  of  June,  by  granting  to  Mr.  Richard  Wharton,  a 
member  of  the  Council,  over  a thoufand  acres  of  land  in  the 
Narraganfett  country  at  a quit  rent  of  ten  fliillings  a year,"^ 
which  was  foon  followed  by  petitions  from  various  parts  for 
confirmation  of  titles  to  land,  and  alfo  for  grants,  it  having 
been  “ made  public  that  all  who  would  acknowledge  the  in- 
fufficiency  of  their  title  derived  from  the  former  govern- 
ment, by  petitioning  for  new  patents,  fhould  be  quieted 
upon  reafonable  terms.  The  fees  for  the  patents  varied 
according  to  circumftances  both  of  perfons  and  eflates. 
Prudence  was  ufed.  Men’s  titles  were  not  queflioned  all  at 
once.  Had  this  been  the  cafe,  according  to  the  computa- 
tion then  made,  all  the  perfonal  effate  in  the  colony  would 
not  have  paid  the  charge  of  the  new  patents.”  Randolph 

in 


have  been  retained  in  the  feveral  Coun- 
ties ever  lince.  Before  his  time,  both 
probate  of  wills  and  granting  adminif- 
trations,  in  point  of  form,  were  very 
loofe  and  uncertain.” 

Council  Records  of  Majlfachtifetts., 
Vol.  II.  29  June,  1687.  At  this  meet- 
ing were  prefent  Sir  Edmund  Andros, 
Jofeph  Dudley,  Waite  Winthrop,  Nath. 
Clarke,  Robert  Mafon,  Richard  Whar- 
ton, and  Edw.  Randolph.  “ A grant  for 
one  thoufand  feaven  Hundred  & twelve 
Acres  of  Land  in  the  Narraganfett 
countrey  to  Richard  Wharton  Efq*:  was 
approved  off  att  tenn  fhillings  per  an- 
num Quitt  Rent.”  John  Swanton  of 
Beverly  petitioned  for  land  in  Cafco 
Bay ; fifty  acres  of  vacant  land  granted 
VOL.  II.  — 5 


to  him.  Alfo  M ajfachufetts  Archives 
Vol.  CXXVII.  p.  132. 

Hijlory  of  M affachufetts  Bay.,  by 
T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  359. 
In  Council  Records,  Vol.  II.,  20  July, 
1687,  are  “ the  Peticon  of  John  Cuttler, 
for  confirmacon  of  his  houfe.  Lands 
and  wharfes  in  Charleflowne  read  & 
granted.  The  Peticon  of  Samuel  Bal- 
latt  for  confirmacon  of  his  houfe, 
Land  and  wharfes  in  Charles  Towne 
read  and  granted.  The  Peticon  of 
Henery  Mountfort  for  confirmacon  of  a 
houfe  and  ground  in  Bofton  granted.” 
In  Volume  CXXVII.  of  the  Mmjfachu- 
fetts  A rchives  there  are  fifty-eight  peti- 
tions for  confirmation  of  title  to  lands  in 
various  parts  of  New  England.  Hutch- 
infon 
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in  the  mean  time  was  trying  to  enforce  more  rigoroufly  the 
A6ts  of  Trade  and  Navigation, and  the  Governor  to  make 
Mr.  Ratcliffe  more  prominent  officially.^^  It  having  been 
objedled  that  Randolph’s  jurifdidtion  as  Secretary  and  Reg- 
ifler  did  not  by  his  commiffion  cover  Rhode  Ifland  and  Con- 
nedlicut,  but  only  Maffachufetts,  New  Hampfliire,  Maine, 
and  the  Narraganfett  country he  petitioned  on  Auguft  9th 
“to  be  made  Secretary  and  Sole  Regifler  of  y*"  Ma*‘®^  Territory 
& Dominion  of  New  England  as  now  united  and  Setled, 
Your  Petn’'  having  by  y’"  Ma^'®®  Royall  favour  been  Emi- 
nently ferviceable  in  Bringing  that  whole  Country  to  an  in- 
tire dependance  upon  the  Crown.”  This  was  in  order  to 
cede  the  additional  jurifdiclion  to  Mr.  Weft. 


infon  fays,  p.  359:  “There  are  many 
hundred  peticons  of  the  fame  kind  upon 
the  files.”  The  form  was  “upon  fuch 
acknowledgment  & Quitt  Rent  therefore 
to  be  paid  as  yo*"  ExcelR  fhall  thinke 
meet  & reafonable.” 

Maffachufetts  Archives^  Vol. 
CXXVI.  p.  367.  Order  of  Governor 
Andros  to  Edward  Randolph  to  feize 
the  fhip  Samuel  & Thomas.  24  June, 
1687,  poft. 

Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.  “July  6, 
1687  waited  on  his  Excellency  to  Cam- 
bridge. Eleven  Bachelors  and  Seven 
Matters  proceeded.  Mr.  Mather,  Pref- 
ident.  Pray’d  forenoon  and  afternoon. 
Mr.  Ratcliff  fat  in  the  Pulpit  by  the 
Governor’s  diredlion.  Mr.  Mather 
craved  a Bleffing  and  return’d  Thanks 
in  the  Hall.” 

On  July  27,  it  was  ordered  in  Coun- 
cil “ that  there  be  allowed  & paid  to  the 
Cheife  Judge  of  this  Dominion  out  of 
his  Maj^‘®^  Revenue  arifeing  here  the  fal- 
lary of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  p 
annum ; and  to  each  other  Judge  of 
the  Superiour  Court  the  fallary  of  one 


hundred  & twenty  pounds  p ann.  His 
Excllc  acquainted  the  Councill  itt  is 
neceffary  to  have  Fortificacons  and 
Lodgings  for  Souldiers  on  Fort  Hill 
and  a New  Battery  by  the  Sconce 
there ; which  was  approved  of.”  On 
the  28th  July  it  was  ordered  “ That  the 
Ketch  Speedwell  bought  and  Imployed 
for  his  Maj‘‘®®  fervice  be  continued  and 
a Boate  provided  for  her.  That  a 
Boate  be  provided  for  his  Excellency 
and  another  for  the  ufe  of  the  Caftle. 
That  the  Jufiices  of  the  Peace  in  each 
County  doe  with  their  next  Rates  for 
Publique  charges  Raife  and  Leavy 
moneyes  to  pay  what  allowed  Mr. 
Randolph.” 

Letter  of  Hinckley  to  Blaithwait 
of  June  2S>^fupra.  “ Befides  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph’s Commiffion  doth  not  authorize 
his  being  Regifler  for  his  Majefty’s 
Colony  of  New  Plymouth.” 

State  Papers,  Colo7iial,  Bmidle 
55(311)'  “To  the  Kings  M oft  Excel- 
lent Ma^‘®  The  Humble  Petition  of  Ed- 
ward Randolph  to  be  Secretary  of  all 
New  England.”  9 Auguft,  i6Zy,poft, 
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The  revenue  not  being  fufficient  to  defray  the  charges  of 
government,  it  was  refolved  on  the  loth  of  Auguft  to  increafe 
the  duty  on  wine,  rum,  brandy,  and  ftrong  waters.^^  A 
difpofition  now  began  to  fhow  itfelf  to  evade  the  payment  of 
taxes,^^  which  led  to  decifive  meafures  by  the  Council,  the 
governing  portion  of  which  was  ftrengthened  by  the  arrival 
of  Captain  Francis  Nicholfon,  who  took  his  feat  at  the  board 
on  Auguft  24th.  On  the  fame  day  the  King’s  Declaration 
for  liberty  of  confcience  was  read  in  Council,  and  ordered  to 
be  publifhed  the  following  day  in  Boflon,  and  fent  forthwith 
to  the  principal  places  in  the  Territory^®  To  Sir  Edmund 
was  given  by  the  King  the  power  to  grant  pardons  under 

the 


Council  Records  of  Maffachufetts., 
Vol.  II.  10  Auguft,  1687.  “On  con- 
fideration  had  of  the  Charge  of  the 
Govemn^  and  Revenue  not  fufficient 
to  defray  the  fame,  Advifed  and  Re- 
folved That  the  moft  proper  & eafy 
way  to  fupply  the  fame  is  that  wine 
may  pay  thirty  or  forty  {hillings  p Pype 
Cuftome  and  Rumm,  Brandy  and  ftrong 
waters  twelve  or  fixteene  pence  p gall, 
excife.”  At  the  fame  meeting  was 
paffed  an  Adi  for  ale,  beer,  and  cider 
barrels,  and  fize  of  ftaves  and  bonds  : 
alfo  “ Refolved  that  a fpeciall  commi- 
con  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  be  granted 
by  his  Excely  under  the  Broad  Seale  of 
this  Territory  to  fuch  perfons  as  he 
ffiall  think  fitt  to  try  all  fuch  offenders 
[pirates].  The  feverall  Patents  follow- 
ing being  produced  in  Councill  were  al- 
lowed and  approved,  vizt : For  a houfe 
and  two  peeces  of  ground  in  Bofton  to 
John  Ufher  Efq^  att  two  {hillings  p 
anfi.  Quitt  Rent.  For  a houfe  and 
ground  in  Bofton  to  Henry  Mount- 
ford  att  two  {hillings  fix  pence  p ann. 
Quitt  Rent.  For  a farme  in  Charlef- 


towne  called  tenne  Hills  containing 
nine  hundred  twenty  acres  to  Lt  CoB 
Charles  Ledgitt  att  tenne  {hillings  p 
ann.  Quitt  Rent.” 

Ibid.  17  Auguft,  1687.  “The  in- 
habitants of  Kennebunk  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  Maine,  pretending  themfelves  a 
Townffiipp  refufe  to  pay  Rates  under 
the  Towne  of  Welles.”  Alfo  Maffachu- 
fetts  Archives.,  Vol.  CXXVII.  p.  138. 

Council  Records  of  Maffachu- 
fettsfloX.W.  24 Auguft,  1687.  “Upon 
reading  his  Majeftyes  Gracious  declara- 
tion for  liberty  of  confcience  and  his 
Proclamation  for  calling  in  and  fup- 
preffing  Pyrates  and  Privateers  with 
the  letters  from  the  Right  Hon'^'®  the 
Lords  of  his  Majeftyes  Privy  Councill 
for  publication  thereof.  Ordered  That 
the  faid  Declaration  and  Proclamacbn 
be  publifhed  to-morrow  before  noone  in 
Bofton  & forthwith  fent  to  the  other 
principal  places.”  Alfo  Maffachtifetts 
Archives,  Vol.  CXXVII.  p.  139.  A 
fummary  of  the  Declaration  is  given  in 
a note,  p.  53,  firft  volume  of  SewalVs 
Letter  Book. 
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the  feal  of  the  Province  “ in  cafes  relating  thereunto.’”®  On 
the  day  the  Declaration  was  publifhed,  which,  befides  prom- 
ifing  liberty  of  confcience,  alfo  promifed  that  people  fhould 
be  maintained  in  their  poffeffions  and  properties,  but,  which 
to  fome  appeared  to  be  a fnare,  not  being  fandioned  by 
Parliament,  Randolph  wrote  to  Mr.  Povey : “ I believe  all 
the  Inhabitants  in  Bofton  will  be  forced  to  take  Grants  and 
Confirmations  of  their  Lands,  as  now  intended ; the  Inhab- 
itants of  the  Province  of  Maine,  which  will  bring  in  vaft 
profits  to  Mr.  Weft,  he  taking  what  Fees  he  pleafes  to  de- 
mand. I fhall  always  have  a due  Honour  and  Refped  for 
his  Excellency,  but  I mufl  buy  his  Favour  at  three  or  four 
hundred  pounds  a year  lofs.”®®  The  Council  holding  the 

view 

State  Papers^  Colonial^  Entry  of  the  people  of  Coventry,  giving  his 
Book  61,  Declaration  of  Indul-  Ma^y  their  greate  acknowledgments  for 

gence  to  be  publifhed  in  New  Eng-  his  granting  a liberty  of  confcience. 
land  by  Edm.  Andros,  28  May,  1687,  The  AddrelTe  was  fhort,  but  much  to 
pojl.  the  fubftance  of  y®  fpeech  of  their  fore- 

Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.  “ 1687,  man,  to  whom  the  King,  pulling  off  his 
Aug.  24.  Bartholomew’  Day.  Indul-  hat,  fayd,  that  what  he  had  don  in  giv- 
gence  for  Liberty  of  Confcience  pub-  ing  liberty  of  confcience,  was  what  was 
lifhed  here.  Aug.  25.  Mather  ever  his  judgment  ought  to  be  don ; 

praifed  God  for  the  Liberty  good  Peo-  and  that  he  would  preferve  them  in 
pie  enjoy  in  England,  faid  ’tis  marvel-  their  enjoyment  of  it  during  his  reign e, 
lous  in  our  Eyes.’^  fo  he  would  endeavour  to  fettle  it  by 

David  Hume  fays  in  his  Hiflory  of  law  that  it  fhould  never  be  alter’d  by 
EnglanfYoX.  VIII.  p.  226,  ed.  1826,  his  fucceffors.  After  this  he  gave  them 
“The  King  finding  himfelf  oppofed  by  his  hand  to  kiffe.  It  was  reported  the 
the  Church  began  to  pay  court  to  the  fubfcribers  were  above  1000.” 
diffenters  and  he  imagined  that  by  play-  Andros  Trails,  Prince  Society, 

ing  one  party  againft  another  he  fhould  Vol.  I.  p.  113.  Letter  quoted  from 
eafily  obtain  the  vi6fory  over  both.”  Randolph  to  Povey,  25  Auguft,  1687, 
Diary  of  fohn  Evelyn,  \6  ]\ine,  1687.  pofi.  On  15  Auguft,  John  IJfher  had 
“ Whilft  I was  in  the  Council  Chamber  petitioned  for  the  grant  of  Long  Ifland 
[at  Hampton  Court]  came  in  fome  per-  in  Cafco  Bay,  Maine.  Maffachufetts 
fons,  at  the  head  of  whom  was  a formal  Archives,  Vol.  CXXVII.  p.  30.  On 
man  with  a large  roll  of  parchment  25  Auguft,  Sewall  notes  that  “ Mr. 
in  his  hand,  being  an  Adrejfe  (as  he  Dudley  tells  me  His  Father  and  Mr. 
faid,  for  he  introduced  it  with  a fpeech)  Stoughton  are  petitioning  for  Patents.” 

On 
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view  that  all  titles  to  real  eftate  were  abrogated  by  the  fall 
of  the  Charter,  “ compelled  men  to  take  Patents  for  their 
own  Lands,  which  they  and  their  Fathers  before  them 
had  quietly  poffeffed.”  Uncertainty  prevailed,  efpecially 
among  thofe  who,  oppofed  to  the  new  government,  pof- 
fefled  valuable  landed  property.  “Some  favorites  looked 
with  an  envious  eye  upon  fome  of  the  befl  eflates,  efpecially 
where  the  property  was  in  a town  or  company.”®^  Refift- 
ance  to  the  payment  of  taxes  being  threatened  by  Taunton, 
the  clerk  of  the  town  was  fummoned  to  appear  before  the 
Council ; a juflice  of  the  peace  who  was  prefent  at  the  town 
meeting  was  fufpended,  and  the  conftables  were  bound  over 
for  negledt  of  their  duties.  The  conflables  and  the  feledl- 
men  were  then  ordered  to  execute  the  Treafurer’s  warrant 
forthwith.®^  At  Ipfwich  the  oppofition  was  even  more  de- 
cided. 


On  the  31st,  “ upon  reading  this  day  in 
Councill  the  Peticon  of  Edward  Ting, 
Erq*"®  about  the  mill  rents  granted  to 
him  by  the  Prefident  and  Councill  for 
his  care  and  fervice  att  Fort  Loyall  in 
Cafco  yett  uncolledled,  Ordered  That 
the  mill  rents  due  for  the  year  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  eighty  fix  be  forth- 
with colledled  and  payd  to  the  Ed- 
ward Ting  accordingly,  and  that  the 
Treafurer  do  forthwith  caufe  a partic- 
ular account  to  be  taken  of  all  the 
mills  and  Rents  due  in  the  faid  Prov- 
ince and  take  care  for  the  effedluall 
gathering  & receiving  the  fame  in  the 
payment  of  which  no  perfon  to  be  ex- 
cufed,  except  particular  order  for  the 
fame.”  At  the  fame  meeting  ten 
pounds  nine  fhillings  eightpence  were 
ordered  to  be  paid  to  Ifaac  Addington 
as  clerk  for  the  committee  on  revifion  of 
the  laws. 


Andros  TraPls.,  Vol.  I.  p.  113. 

Hijiory  of  Majfachtifetts  Bay.,  by 
T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  360. 

Council  Records  of  Maffachufetts., 
Vol.  II.  31  Auguft,  1687.  “ Shadrach 
Wilbore  clerke  of  the  Towne  of  Taun- 
ton being  by  the  Meffenger  brought  be- 
fore this  Board  and  examined  about  a 
fcandalous,  fadlious  and  feditious  writ- 
ing fent  from  the  faid  Towne  to  the 
Treafurer  in  anfwer  to  his  Warr‘  for  the 
publique  Rate  figned  by  him  as  clerke 
he  owned  the  fame  and  declared  it  to 
be  the  A6l  of  the  Towne.  Ordered 
That  the  faid  Shadrach  Wilbore  be 
bound  over  to  anfwer  for  the  fame  att 
the  next  Superior  Court  to  be  holden 
att  Briftoll,  And  that  in  regard  Jufiice 
Tho.  Leonard  was  prefent  att  the 
Towne  meeting  when  the  faid  writeing 
was  voted  and  did  not  hinder  the  fame, 
that  he  be  fufpended  from  the  faid 

office. 
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cided.  The  town  meeting  on  Auguft  23d  refufed  to  ap- 
point a commiffioner  to  levy  taxes  on  the  inhabitants, 
which  had  been  ordered  by  Mr.  Ufher,  the  Treafurer  of  the 
Province,  according  to  the  adl  pafled  by  the  Council,  it  be- 
ing claimed  that  the  only  legal  way  to  lay  taxes  was  by  an 
Affembly,  otherwife  there  was  an  infringement  of  their 
rights  as  freeborn  Englifhmen.  The  principal  leaders  of 
the  oppofition  were  the  Rev.  John  Wife^^  of  Chebaco,  in 
the  townfliip  of  Ipfwich,  and  John  Appleton  of  Ipfwich. 
The  matter  was  very  ferious,  requiring  prompt  adtion,  but 
the  Council  did  not  meet  after  the  3d  of  September  until 
the  2 ill,  Randolph  being  abfent  in  New  Hampfhire^  on 
official  bufmefs,  while  Jofeph  Dudley  and  Peter  Bulkley 
were  holding  court  in  Effex  County.®®  At  the  meeting  of 

the 


office.  And  that  the  conftables  of  the 
faid  Town  be  likewife  bound  over  to 
anfwer  att  the  faid  Court  for  negledt 
of  their  dutyes  in  not  obeying  the 
Treafurer’s  warrant.  And  that  the  con- 
ftables and  feledtmen  of  the  faid  Towne 
doe  forthwith  caufe  the  faid  warrant  to 
be  fully  executed.”  Alfo  Majfachufetts 
Archives^  Vol.  CXXVII.  p.  141. 

Hijiory  of  Ipfwich^  Effex^  and 
Ha7nilto7i^  by  Jofeph  B.  Felt,  ed.  1834, 
p.  258.  Rev.  John  Wife,  fon  of  Jofeph 
Wife  of  Roxbury,  was  baptized  15 
Auguft,  1652,  graduated  at  Harvard  in 
1673.  After  the  overthrow  of  Andros 
he  brought  a fuit  againft  Dudley,  who 
as  Chief  Juflice  had  refufed  to  grant 
him  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  when  im- 
prifoned.  He  was  a ftrong  upholder  of 
the  Congregational  fyflem  of  worfhip, 
being  the  author  of  the  “ Vindication 
of  the  Government  of  New  England 
Churches.”  He  died  in  1725. 

Maffacimfetts  Archives^  Vol. 


CXXVII.  p.  75.  Account  of  articles 
from  fhip  Johanna  under  feizure  deliv- 
ered by  Edward  Randolph,  Portfmouth, 
5 Sept,  and  7 Sept.,  i6Sy,pofi. 

Before  ftarting  for  New  Hampfhire 
Randolph  received  from  William  Glan- 
ville  a power  of  attorney  authorizing 
him  to  receive  money  due  him  at  Kit- 
tery.  Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol. 
CXXVII.  p.  65.  W™  Glanville’s  Letter 
of  Attorney  to  Edward  Randolph,  i 
September,  1687,  pofl. 

Maffachufetts  Archives^  Vol. 
CXXVII.  pp.  93,  102,  103.  Robert 
Mafon,  who  was  prefent  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Council  on  Auguft  10,  wrote  to 
the  Governor  from  Great  Ifland,  New 
Hampfhire,  13  Auguft,  that  he  had  been 
to  Newbury,  where  nothing  had  been 
done  in  regard  to  levying  the  taxes, 
there  being  a want  of  juftices  of  the 
peace,  one  of  the  incumbents  being  in- 
firm and  the  other  living  too  far  away, 
and  that  there  were  no  military  officers, 

which 
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the  3d,  Randolph  was  placed  on  a committee  with  others 
to  regulate  “ all  the  Fees  for  Courts  officers  and  officers 
throughout  the  Dominion.”  In  efiabliffiing  the  courts  and 
the  mode  of  adminiftering  oaths  the  Engliffi  cuftom  of 
fwearing  by  the  Bible  had  been  introduced,  which  was  dif- 
tafleful  to  many  of  the  colonifls,  who  were  accufiomed  to 
the  lifting  up  of  the  hand  fimply,  and  to  fome  it  feemed 
unlawful^  The  government,  however,  impofed  the  new 
method  gradually.  When  the  Council  reaffembled  on  the 
2ifl  of  September,  they  were  confronted  with  a growing 
oppofition,  which  was  wide-fpread.  Several  prominent  in- 
habitants of  the  Colony  had  been  arrefled,  and  information 
lodged  with  Sir  Edmund  that  there  were  mutterings  againft 
the  Government.®®  It  was  reported  that  the  minifter  of 

Rowley 


which  defe(5ls  ought  to  be  remedied. 
He  hopes  he  will  have  no  difficulty  with 
his  tenants.  Ibid..,  Vol.  CXXVII.  p.  20. 
Peter  Bulkley  was  fworn  juftice  of  the 
Superior  Court,  15  Auguft.  Ibid..,\).  33. 
On  27th  Auguft,  Fones  Andros,  Enfign, 
was  made  commandant  at  Fort  Pema- 
quid.  Ibid..,  p.  56.  On  30th  Auguft  was 
iflued  the  order  for  arreft  of  S.  Wilbore, 
clerk  of  Taunton.  See  Ibid.,  p.  59. 

Council  Records  of  Majfachu- 
fetts,  Vol.  II.  3 Sept.  1687.  Ordered 
That  Jofeph  Dudley,  W™  Stoughton, 
Rob^  Mafon,  John  Ufher,  and  Edward 
Randolph  Efq’’?  or  any  three  of  them, 
whereof  one  of  the  Judges  to  be  one 
with  the  Deputy  Seer,  do  forthwith 
make  a fettlement  & Regulacon  of  all 
the  Fees  for  Courts  officers  and  officers 
throughout  the  Dominion  and  Reporte 
the  Same  to  this  Board  accordingly.” 
At  the  fame  meeting  the  order  made  by 
Prefident  Dudley  and  Council,  appoint- 
ing the  places  and  times  for  unloading 
of  goods,  was  confirmed. 


Andros  Trails,  Vol.  I.  p.  179.  A 
Brief  Difeourfe  concerning  that  Cere- 
mony of  Laying  the  Hand  on  the  Bible 
in  Swearing  by  Samuel  Willard,  Minif- 
ter of  a Church  in  Bofton  in  New  Eng- 
land. Whether  the  Englifh  cuftom  of 
laying  the  Hand  on  the  Bible  in  fwear- 
ing be  lawful  ? 

Sewall  mentions  an  inftance  where 
fome  of  a jury  fwore  by  laying  their 
hands  on  the  Bible,  while  “ others 
fwore  lifting  their  hands  up  as  formerly,” 
Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol. 
CXXVII.  p.  93.  Order  for  the  arreft 
of  John  Appleton  was  iftued  1 5 Septem- 
ber. He  was  examined  before  the  Gov- 
ernor on  the  i6th.  Ibid.,^.  102.  On 
the  1 6th,  order  was  iflued  to  apprehend 
John  Wife.  See  Ibid.,  p.  103.  On  the 
fame  day  was  fent  the  petition  -of  J. 
How  and  Ephraim  Dorman  for  pardon 
for  aiding  and  abetting  the  refiftance 
made  by  the  Town  of  Topsfield  to  the 
Treafurer’s  warrant.  See  Ibid.,  p.  109. 
On  the  19th  of  Sept,  warrant  was  fent 

to 
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Rowley  was  exciting  fedition,  and  had  called  Randolph  “ a 
wicked  man,”  evidently  confidering  him  as  the  author  of  the 
evils  fuffered  by  the  people.®^  The  Council  adled  vigor- 
oufly.  Many  “being  committed  for  refufing  to  pay  their 
Rates  purfuant  to  the  Treafurer’s  Warrant,  and  makeing  and 
publifhing  Fadlious  & feditious  votes  & writeings  againft 
the  fame  were  this  day  feverally  examin’d  in  Councill. 
Ordered,  That  they  ftand  committed  till  they  have  their 
tryalls  at  Bofton  by  fpeciall  Commicion  which  his  Exclh^® 
will  pleafe  to  iffue  forth  the  next  weeke.”^^  . 


to  Woodgate,  the  meffenger,  to  arreft 
Dudley  Bradftreet  of  Andover,  Thos. 
Larkin,  Samuel  Appleton,  Nath.  Sal- 
tonftall,  John  Howlett,  Jolhua  Brod- 
bank,  of  Haverhill.  Ibid.,  p.  11$. 

Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol. 
CXXVII.  p.  1 17.  The  information  of 
Phillip  Nellfon  of  Rowley,  a juftice  of 
the  peace,  to  the  Governor  and  Council 
“that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  Phillips, 
paftor  of  the  Church  of  Chrift  in  Rowley 
hath  fome  time  in  ye  month  of  May 
laft  pall  raifed  an  evill  report  of  Squire 
Randolph,  one  of  his  Majeftys  Coun- 
cill in  terming  him  or  calling  him  a 
wicked  man  and  did  blame  enfigne 
Plats  for  keeping  company  with  wicked 
men  and  did  nominate  Squier  Randolph 
and  at  the  fame  time  that  he  was  a 
wicked  man  and  that  he  had  got  an 
office  thereby  and  other  words  to  the 
like  effedl ; now  of  late  the  charge  being 
declared  publickly,  therefore  this  in- 
formation is  fent.”  The  depofition  of 
Enfigne  Abel  Plats  of  Rowley,  and  of 
his  wife  Lydia  follows.  19  Sept.  1687. 

Council  Records  of  Maffachufetts, 
Vol.  II.  21  Sept.  1687.  The  mem- 
bers prefent  were  Sir  Edmund  Andros, 
Jofeph  Dudley,  Waite  Winthrop,  Nath. 
Clarke,  W?  Stoughton,  John  Uffier, 
John  Hincks,  Rob‘  Mafon,  Barth°.  Ged- 


ney,  Edw.  Randolph,  Peter  Bulkeley, 
Francis  Nicholfon.  The  prifoners 
brought  before  them  were  Jacob  Mur- 
rill  [Merrill.?],  Jofhua  Bayley,  William 
Hutchins,  John  Pierfon,  John  Dreffer, 
John  Wife,  Robert  Kinfman,  John 
Appleton,  John  Andrews,  John  French, 
W™  Rayment  [Raymond?],  and  W™ 
Goodhue,  all  of  the  County  of  Effex. 
Thefe  were  to  be  tried  in  Bofton  by  a 
fpecial  court.  Benjamin  Stevens,  John 
Stevens,  James  Bayly,  Jofeph  Jewett, 
Nathaniell  Treadwell,  John  Whipple, 
& John  Weed  “ being  committed  for 
the  like  mifdemeanour  & Examined, 
Ordered  That  they  be  bound  over  in 
two  hundred  pound  each  with  furtyes 
to  appeare  att  the  next  Superior  Court 
to  be  holden  in  the  County  of  Ef- 
fex to  abide  their  tryalls  and  in  the 
meane  time  to  be  of  good  behaviour. 
Nathaniell  Browne,  John  Bayly,  Jofeph 
Chaplin,  Tho  Hart,  Symon  Wood,  John 
Harris,  Thomas  Patch,  Andrew  Elliott 
and  John  Sibly,  being  likewife  appre- 
hended for  the  fame  mifdemeanour  but 
on  their  examinaeon  appearing  more 
ingenuous  and  lelTe  culpable  then  the 
others,  upon  their  humble  Submiffion 
and  acknowledgment  were  difcharged 
paying  their  Fees.” 

See  Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol. 

CXXVII. 
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This  aftion  was  followed  on  the  23d  by  an  order  to  the 
High  Sheriff  and  Juftices  of  the  Peace  of  Effex  to  fummon 
before  them  the  inhabitants  and  feledtmen  of  the  towns,  and 
that  “ they  have  a lift  made  of  all  the  male  perfons  above 
fixteen  yeares  of  age  and  a true  eflimacon  of  all  their  reall 
& perfonall  Eftates ; and  that  they  alfo  make  enquiry  in 
the  feverall  Townes  of  Glofter,  Haverill  and  Boxford  and 
examine  & binde  over  fuch  perfons  as  have  beene  Factious 
and  Seditious  there  and  contemptuoufly  refufed  to  obey  and 
execute  the  warP^  of  the  Treafurer.  And  that  the  charge 
of  this  fervice  be  defrayed  by  the  feverall  Townes  propor- 
conably.”  In  order  to  curb  the  power  of  the  towns  it 
was  decided  at  the  fame  meeting  of  the  Council  to  afk  the 
advice  of  the  judges  in  the  preparation  of  a bill  “ For  regu- 
lating the  choice  of  Seledl  men  and  Towne  Meetings.” 

Accordingly 


CXXVII.  p.  145,  for  petition  of  J.  Pier- 
fon,  Moderator,  and  the  Seledlmen  of 
Rowley  for  pardon,  having  been  bound 
over  for  refuting  to  appoint  a commif- 
fioner,  dated  21  Sept.  Ibid.,  p.  147, 
fame  date,  for  the  Petition  of  Rev.  John 
Wife,  the  feledtmen  and  other  of  the  In- 
habitants of  Ipfwich,  regretting  they 
had  fallen  under  the  difpleafure  of  the 
Governor,  and  been  accounted  difloyal, 
“ We  humbly  pray  yo*"  ExcelP'^®  and 
Councill  favour  in  the  Pardon  and  pall- 
ing over  our  offence  in  the  negledl  of  y 
comand  by  M*"  Treafurer’s  Warrant 
diredled  unto  us,  hoping  you  will  pleafe 
impute  it  rather  to  our  ignorance  than 
obftinacy;  the  time  being  now  elapfed 
we  cannot  precifely  comply,  yet  we  lhall 
endeavour  a fpeedy  profecution  of  the, 
worke,  the  makeing  a Lift  of  alfeffment 
of  the  Perfons  and  Eftate  of  our  Town 
and  Tranfmit  the  fame  unto  the  Treaf- 
urer.” 

VOL.  II.  — 6 


Cotincil  Records  of  Majfachufetts, 
Vol.  II.  23  Sept.  1687.  “The  fevrall 
Townes  in  the  County  of  ElTex,  except 
Salem,  Newberry,  and  Marblehead, 
having  negledled  and  refufed  to  do  their 
dutyes  in  choofing  a Commiffioner  and 
makeing  the  lifts  and  afleflments  of 
their  Refpedlive  Inhabitants  as  by  Law 
they  ought,  Ordaxd  That  Charles 
Bedford  Efq.  High  Sherifife  of  faid 
County  with  W?  Browne,  John  Haw- 
thorne and  Philip  Nelfon,  Efq’’"  Juftices 
of  the  Peace,”  etc. 

92  Cotmcil  Records  of  Maffachufetts, 
Vol.  II.  23  Sept.  Bills  were  alfo  to 
be  prepared  “for  enlarging  the  Jurif- 
diftion  of  the  Inferiour  Courts,  and  to 
require  mafters  of  fhipps  to  give  fecu- 
rity.”  On  the  fame  day  an  order  was 
iflued  to  imprifon  Rev.  John  Wife. 
Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  CXXVII. 
p.  156.  Alfo  an  order  of  arreft  of 
Dudley  Bradftreet.  Ibid.,  p.  158.  Mr. 

Wife 


42  Memoir  of 

Accordingly  fuch  a bill,  being  immediately  prepared,  was 
read  twice  and  ordered  to  be  engrofled  on  the  next  day5 
It  provided  that  the  yearly  meeting  fhould  be  on  the  third 
Monday  of  May,  at  which  all  town  officers  were  to  be 
feleded,  including  a commilfioner  for  levying  taxes.  In  cafe 
of  refufal  to  accept  office,  others  were  to  be  appointed  by 
the  juflices  of  the  peace : conflables  chofen,  who  refufed  to 
ferve,  to  be  fined  five  pounds.  No  other  than  the  flated 
town  meeting  to  be  allowed,  “ upon  any  pretence  or  colour 
whatfoever.” 

The  prifoners  who  were  to  be  tried  in  Bofton,  and  not  in 
their  own  county,  petitioned  on  the  27th  that  they  might 
be  releafed  on  bail,  but  this  was  not  granted.®'^  The  next 

day 


Wife  petitioned  on  the  fame  day  that 
he  might  be  allowed  to  deep  out  of 
prifon.  Ibid.,  p.  158. 

Council  Records  of  Maffachufetts, 
Vol.  II.  24  Sept.  1687. 

ConneRicut  Colonial  Records,  Vol. 
III.  p.  427.  The  bill  is  a long  one, 
and  is  numbered  14,  “ An  for 

regulating  the  Choice  of  Sele6l  men, 
conflables  and  other  officers  in  the  re- 
fpe<5live  Towns  within  this  Dominion,” 
under  date  of  17  March,  1687-8,  when 
it  was  probably  amended  for  the  laft 
time. 

Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol. 
CXXVII.  p.  164.  Petition  of  Wife, 
Appleton,  and  others,  from  Bofton  jail, 
that  they  may  be  releafed  on  bail,  27 
September. 

Sewall  writes  in  his  Diary  : “ Sat- 

terday  17  September.  As  we  come 
home  find  Jn°  Appleton,  clerk,  U 
Andrews,  Moderator,  and  another  in 
cuftody  at  Mr.  Gibb’s  houfe  under  the 
charge  of  Souldiers.  Sept.  28.  This 


day  went  with  Mr.  Mather  and  vifited 
Cap^  Bradftreet,  who  was  much  dif- 
tra6led  laft  night  but  now  pretty  well ; 
faid  he  had  not  flept  in  feveral  nights, 
being  confined  at  Fort  Hill.  After,  I 
went  and  vifited  Major  Appleton.  Ma- 
jor Saltonftall  is  gon  home  this  day, 
giving  Bond  to  appear  at  Salem  Court.” 

On  September  5th  Andros  had  written 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty : “ I 
have  made  a battery  & am  now  fortify- 
ing a place  att  y®  South  end  of  y®  Town 
called  fort-hill  very  proper  & abfolutely 
neceflary  for  his  Ma‘‘®^  fervice.”  Majfa- 
chufetts  Archives,  Vol.  CXXVII.  p.  76. 

On  the  28th  September  the  Council 
“ Ordered  That  the  currant  prices  of 
come  in  payment  of  the  publique  Rates 
be  as  followeth,  vizt.  wheate  four  fhil- 
lings  p Bufhell,  Rye  two  fhillings  eight 
pence,  merchantable  Indian  Come  one 
fliilling  eight  pence,  Peafe  three  fliill. 
fix  pence,  Oates  one  (hill.  & four  pence, 
Mault  and  Barly  att  three  ^hilR^” 


43 


Rdward  Randolph. 


day  the  Special  Court  was  conflituted  by  Sir  Edmund  ap- 
pointing “Jofeph  Dudley,  W?  Stoughton,  Peter  Bulkeley, 
Robert  Mafon,  Waite  Winthrop,  Jn°  Ufher,  Bartholomew 
Gedney,  Jn?  Hincks,  Edw^^  Randolph  & ffrancis  Nichol- 
fon  ” ; three  to  be  a quorum,  one  of  which  mufl  be  either 
Dudley,  Stoughton,  or  Bulkley  as  juftices.®*^  On  the  3d  of 

Odlober, 


MaJfach^lfetts  Archives.,  Vol. 
CXXVIl.  p.  167.  Inflruftions  to  Jofeph 
Dudley,  Chief  Juftice,  Edward  Ran- 
dolph, and  others.  They  were  to  in- 
quire into  “ treafons,  mifprifions  of 
treafons,  Infurredtions,  Rebellions,  Mur- 
thers,  felonyes.  Homicides,  Confeder- 
acings,  falfe  reports,  Trefpaffes,  Ryotts, 
Routs,  unlawfull  affemblyes,  con- 
tempts, mifdemeanours,  mifdeeds,  of- 
fences etc,  for  this  time  to  heare  & 
determine  according  to  Law  & Cuftom 
of  o'”  Kingdome  of  England  & of  this  o"^ 
territory  & Dominion  of  New  England, 
[figned]  by  Sir  Edmond  Andros  Kn^ 
Capt  Generali  & Goven®"^  in  Chiefe, 
and  fealed  with  y®  Greate  Seale  of 
the  Territory.  28  September,  1687.” 
Two  days  after,  Dudley  Bradftreet  was 
brought  before  the  Council. 

Coimcil  Records  of  Majjfachufetts., 
Vol.  II.  30  Sept.  “ M*"  Dudley  Broad- 
ftreet  Commicioner  for  the  Towne  of 
Andover  being  committed  to  the  cuf- 
tody  of  the  meflenger  for  negledting 
and  refuting  to  difcharge  his  duty  with 
the  other  commicioners  in  examining 
compleating  & returning  the  rates  and 
alTeffments  of  his  Towne  ; upon  his 
Examinacbn  confeffing  that  what  he  did 
was  purfuant  to  the  directions  and  In- 
flrudtions  he  had  from  his  Towne  ; was 
Ordered  to  fland  committed  till  further 
Examinacbn.”  On  the  5th  of  Odtober, 
“ M""  Dudley  Broadflreet  being  again 
brought  before  this  Board  acknowl- 
edged his  greate  imprudence  and  folly 


in  being  mifledd  by  the  Direccbns  and 
Inftrudtions  he  received  from  his 
Towne  to  the  negledt  of  his  duty  hum- 
bly fubmitting  himfelfe  to  the  mercy 
and  favour  of  the  Board,  Ordered  That 
he  be  difcharged  from  the  Meffenger  on 
giving  fecurity  in  Recognizance  of  One 
Thoufand  pounds  for  his  appearance 
att  the  next  fuperiour  Court  att  Salem 
and  in  the  meantime  to  be  of  his  good 
behaviour.  Major  Samuell  Appleton 
of  Ipfwich  being  likewife  committed 
into  the  Cuftody  of  the  Meffenger  on 
fufpicion  of  being  concerned  in  the  late 
diforders  and  Tumults  in  the  County 
of  ElTex  and  now  brought  before  this 
Board  prayed  to  be  difcharged  refufeing 
to  anfwer  what  demanded  of  him,  Gr- 
dered  That  he  ftand  Committed  to  the 
Meflenger  untill  further  Examinacc)n.” 
On  the  19th  of  Odtober,  “John  Ofgood, 
Samuell  Howlett  and  John  Hovey  of 
the  County  of  Eflex  being  apprehended 
and  brought  before  this  Board  to  an- 
fwer for  the  Contemptuoufly  refufeing  to 
make  their  Rates  purfuant  to  the  Treaf- 
urer’s  Warrant  and  makeing  and  pub- 
lifhing  factious  and  feditious  votes  and 
writeings  againft  the  fame  and  thereupon 
being  feverally  examined,  Ordered 
they  give  fecurity  by  Recognizance  in 
five  hundred  pounds  each,  to  appeare 
at  the  next  Sup*"  Court  att  Salem  and  in 
the  meantime  to  be  of  their  good  behav- 
iour. Chriftopher  Ofgood  being  likewife 
apprehended  to  anfwer  for  the  fame 
misdemeanour  but  on  his  examinacbn 

appearing 
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Odober,  the  Court,  confifting  of  Dudley,  Stoughton,  Ufher, 
and  Randolph,  met,  but  fentences  were  not  pronounced 
until  the  24th.  Mr.  Wife  was  fufpended  from  “ the  publick 
and  Private  Miniftry  within  his  Majeftyes  Territory  and 
Dominion  of  New  England  during  the  pleafure  of  his  Excel- 
lency,” fined,  and  obliged  to  give  fecurity  for  his  future  good 
behavior,  and  pay  the  cofis  of  profecution.  The  other  prif- 
oners  were  made  incapable  of  holding  public  office,  during 
the  Governor’s  pleafure,  and  fuffered  the  other  penalties  in- 
flided  on  Mr.  Wife.^^  The  prifoners,  having  pleaded  in 
defence  their  rights  under  the  Magna  Charta  of  England, 
were  told  by  Chief  Juftice  Dudley  “we  mufl  not  think  the 
Laws  of  Engla^id  follow  us  to  the  Ends  of  the  Earth,  or 
whither  we  went.”  And  to  Mr.  Wife  the  fame  judge  faid, 
“ You  have  no  more  priviledges  left  you  than  not  to  be  fold 
for  Slaves,  and  no  man  in  Council  contradifted.”  Thefe 

• vigorous 


appearing  more  ingenuous  and  leffe 
faulty  than  the  others,  upon  humble 
fubmiffion  and  acknowledgment  was 
Ordered  to  be  difcharged  paying  his 
Fees.  Major  Samuell  Appleton  of  Ipf- 
wich  committed  to  the  cuftody  of  a 
meffenger  for  being  a fa6lious  and  fedi- 
tious  perfon  and  difaffedted  to  the  Gov- 
ernment and  now  brought  before  the 
Councill  for  further  Examinaoon  Or- 
dered That  he  continue  committed 
untill  he  give  fufficient  furety  by  Re- 
cognizance in  the  fumme  of  one  thou- 
fand  pounds  to  appeare  att  the  next 
Superiour  Court  to  be  holden  att  Salem 
to  anfwer  what  fhall  be  objected  againft 
him  and  in  the  meane  time  to  be  of  good 
behaviour.” 

On  the  3d  of  Odtober,  J.  Pierfon  pe- 
titioned that  his  fine  might  be  remitted. 


Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  CXXVII. 
p.  180. 

State  Papers^  Colonial,  Bundle 
55  (243).  061.  1687.  Proceedings  ag* 

Wife  and  others  of  Ipfwich  for  mifde- 
meanors,  pojt.  Mr.  Wife  was  fined 
50^,  his  fecurity  was  for  looo;^,  he  to 
remain  in  the  cuftody  of  the  Sheriff  un- 
til performance.  John  Appleton  the 
fame.  John  Andrews  to  pay  30^,  his 
fecurity  500^.  Thomas  French  15A 
fecurity  500^.  Robert  Kinfman  20^, 
fecurity  500^.  William  Goodhue  io£ 
fine,  500^  fecurity. 

See  Andros  Trails,  Vol.  I.  p.  65, 
for  full  account  of  the  trial  in  “ The 
Revolution  in  New  England  juftified,” 
by  E.  R.  [Edward  Rawfon],  and  S.  S. 
[Samuel  Sewall].  The  fines,  legal  cofts, 
etc.  amounted  to  about  £^00. 


Edward  Randolph. 


vigorous  meafures  had  the  defired  efiedl,  and  all  open  refift- 
ance  ceafed/^^ 

Before  the  clofe  of  the  trial,  inftruflions  came  to  Andros 
from  England  to  annex  Conneflicut  to  the  Dominion  of 
New  England,  that  Colony  having  fubmitted,  and  accord- 
ingly it  was  refolved  by  the  Council  on  the  2 2d  of  Odtober 
to  take  formal  poffeffion  with  fome  ceremony  and  fliow  of 
power.^^^  On  the  26th,  Sir  Edmund  fet  forth  from  Bofton, 

accompanied 


Hijlory  of  Majjachufetts  Bay.,  by  T. 
Hutchinibn,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  361.  “ The 
Governor  with  four  or  five  of  his  Coun- 
cil laid  what  taxes  they  thought  proper. 
This  the  people  complained  of  as  their 
greateft  grievance.  They  thought  them- 
felves  intitled  to  the  liberties  and  immu- 
nities of  free  and  natural  born  Englilh 
fubje6ts,  and  that  confequently  no 
monies  ought  to  be  raifed  from  them  but 
by  their  reprefentatives.  They  had  no 
hopes  of  a reftitution  of  their  Charter 
privileges  in  general ; but  they  hoped 
that,  even  under  fo  arbitrary  a prince, 
they  fhould  be  allowed  a houfe  of  repre- 
fentatives. There  was  a general  fub- 
miffion  to  the  taxes.  An  intire  new 
model  of  government  was  intended,  but 
there  was  not  time  to  perfedl  it.” 

On  the  loth  of  06lober  was  received 
by  the  Committee  in  London  the  Hate 
of  his  Ma‘‘^®  Revenue  in  New  England. 
State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle  55  (213), 
pojl. 

Council  Records  of  Majfachufetts, 
Vol.  II.  22  Odfober,  1687.  “ His  Ex- 

cellencye  acquainting  the  Councill  with 
orders  he  had  received  from  his  Ma- 
jeftye  about  Connedlicott  annexed  to 
this  Government;  Advifed  and  Re- 
folved That  his  Excelleny®  doe  goe  in 
perfon  or  fend  about  the  latter  end  of 
the  next  weeke  to  take  the  faid  place 
under  his  Government  purfuant  to  the 
faid  orders  with  fuch  of  the  Councill,  or 


other  perfons.  Guards  and  attendance 
as  he  fliall  think  fitt ; of  which  to  give 
notice  to  Governor  Treate  and  Secre- 
tary Allen.” 

See  M affachufetts  Hiflorical  Society 
Colle6lio7is,  Fourth  Series,  Vol.  II. 
p.  297,  for  the  King’s  order  in  Council  at 
Hampton  Court,  18  June,  1687,  in  which 
is  faid,  “ they  [the  colonifts]  do  in  all 
duty  declare  their  readinefs  to  fubmit  to 
your  Royall  commands.” 

Gov.  Andros  wrote  to  Gov.  Treat  on 
Oftober  22,  flating  that  he  had  “ re- 
ceived efiedluall  orders  and  commands 
from  his  Ma^*®  ” to  annex  Connecticut, 
“and  refolve  to  fend  or  be  myfelf  at 
Hartford  ab‘  the  end  of  next  weeke.” 
ConneClicut  Colonial  Records,  Vol.  III. 
P-  367- 

In  the  Cotmcil  Records  of  M affachu- 
fetts, Vol.  II.  25  October,  1687.  “ Or- 
deredT\\2X  the  Treafurer  doe  take  care 
to  defray  the  expence  and  charge  of  his 
Excellencies  journey  to  Connecticut.” 

The  Colony  of  New  Plymouth  peti- 
tioned James  II.  in  OCtober  that  they 
might  again  have  the  probate  of  wills 
and  granting  of  adminiflration  as  for- 
merly, Mr.  W eft  exacting  exorbitant  fees, 
befides  the  coft  of  a journey  to  Bofton  ; 
alfo  that  the  Court  documents  and  other 
legal  papers  belonging  to  them  be  re- 
ftored.  M affachiifetts  Histo7'ical  So- 
ciety ColleRio7ts,  Fourth  Series,  Vol.  V. 
p.  176. 
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accompanied  by  feveral  of  the  Council  and  other  civilians,  and 
a fmall  armed  force/^^  Mr.  Randolph  and  Mr.  Nicholfon 
were  not  among  the  number,  it  being  confidered,  probably, 
very  neceflary  that  two  at  leaft  of  the  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil, who  had  the  adtual  control  of  affairs,  fhould  remain  at 
the  feat  of  government.  The  Governor  was  well  received 
on  his  journey.  “ At  Wethersfield,  where  he  croffed  a ferry, 
he  was  met  by  a troop  of  horfe  who  efcorted  him  to  Hart- 
.ford.  There  he  found  the  train  bands  of  divers  towns 
united  to  pay  him  their  refpedls.”  On  the  ift  of  Novem- 
ber he  took  formal  poffeffion  of  the  Colony  in  prefence  of 
an  alfemblage  in  the  Court  Houfe,  when  Mr.  Treat  and 
Mr.  Allyn  were  fworn  in  as  members  of  the  Council  for 
the  whole  Dominion.^®^  On  the  i6th  he  returned  to  Bof- 

ton. 


Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall. 
“ Wednefday,  061.  26.  His  Excellency 
with  fundry  of  the  Council,  Juftices 
and  other  Gentlemen,  four  Blew-Coats, 
two  Trumpeters,  15  or  20  Red-Coats 
with  fmall  Guns  and  (hort  Lances  in 
tops  of  them  fet  forth.”  On  the  i6th, 
Sewall  mentions  the  trouble  ftill  con- 
tinuing between  Mr.  Ratcliff  and  the 
South  Church.  “ Had  the  Sacrament 
today  at  the  North  Church;  Mr.  Rat- 
cliff alfo  had  the  Sacrament;  and  fent 
to  Mr.  Willard  yefterday  to  leave  off 
fooner.  To  which  Mr.  Willard  not 
confenting  Governour  fent  for  him  in 
the  night.”  He  fpeaks  alfo  of  the  ar- 
rival of  Lady  Andros  [daughter  of  Sir 
Thomas  Craven].  “061.  17.  Weare 
arrives,  in  whom  comes  the  Governour’s 
Lady.  061.  18.  Belcher  arrives  to- 
day, who  its’  faid  is  Deputy  to  Sir  W'." 
Phipps,  Provoft  Marfhal.  Mr  Eliot 
faid  the  King  was  turned  a Puritan, 
and  he  was  ravifhed  at  it.  The  fame 


day  the  Governour’s  Lady  arrived, 
word  came  that  Capt.  Phipps  was 
Knighted,  fo  have  two  Ladies  in  Town.” 
Randolph  gives  061.  25th  as  the  date  of 
Sir  Edmund’s  departure  from  Bofton. 

Hiftory  of  New  Eny^lanf  by  J.  G. 
Palfrey,  ed.  1864,  Vol.  III.  p.  542. 

See  ConneSicut  Colonial  Records^ 
Vol.  III.  p.  248,  for  the  laft  meeting  of 
the  General  Court.  “ His  Excellency 
S"  Edmond  Andros,  Kn^  Capt.  Generali 
& Gov*"  of  his  Map®®  Territorie  & Do- 
minion in  New  England,  by  order  from 
his  Ma‘‘®  James  the  fecond.  King  of 
England,  Scotland,  France  & Ireland, 
the  31  of  06tober  1687,  took  into  his 
hands  the  Government  of  this  Colony 
of  Conne6licott,  it  being  by  his  Ma‘'® 
annexed  to  the  Maffachufetts  & other 
colonyes  under  his  Excelllencies  Gov- 
ernment. Finis  R 

Council  Records  of  Maffachufetts^ 
Vol.  II.  “ Att  a Councill  held  att  Hart- 
ford on  Tuefday  the  firft  day  of  Nov>^ 

1687. 
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Rdward  Randolph. 


having  accomplifhed  the  objefl  of  his  journey,  “ fo 
now  y^  feveral  Colonies  are  united  under  his  Maj^*^®  Imediate 
Governm*  and  authority,  viz*:  the  Maffachufetts,  New  Ply- 
mouth, Connetticott,  Rhode  Ifland,  and  y®  Provinces  of  N. 
Hampfliire,  Maine  and  Pemaquid,  and  y®  King’s  Province 
lying  above  feven  hundred  miles  in  length  and  above  feven 
hundred  miles  upon  the  weftern  Sea.”^®^ 

Although  Sir  Edmund’s  authority  feemed  now  to  be  fully 
and  firmly  eftablifhed,  and  the  iff  of  December  was  appointed 
for  the  whole  Dominion  “ as  a day  of  praife  and  thankfgiving 

to 


1687.  Prefent,  His  Excellencye  S'"  Ed- 
mond Andros,  Kn^  Jofeph  Dudley, 
W*"  Stoughton,  Rob‘  Mafon,  John  Fitz 
Winthrop,  John  Uther,  John  Pincheon, 
Barth.  Gidney,  Edw.  Ting,  Efq’’?  . . . 
Before  noone  the  faid  Governor  [Treat] 
and  magiftrates  [of  Connedlicut]  at- 
tending on  his  Excellencye  att  his 
Lodging  they  altogether  went  from 
thence  to  the  publique  Court  houfe 
where  his  Excellencye  publiqly  figni- 
fyed  the  occafion  of  his  comeing  and 
commanded  his  Majeftyes  Letters  Pat- 
tents  for  the  Govern*  of  New  England 
and  his  orders  to  his  Excellencye 

for  annexing  the  faid  Collony  to  this 
Dominion  of  New  England  and  to  take 
the  fame  under  his  Government  to  be 
publiqly  read,  which  was  done  accord- 
ingly.” He  then  told  them  that  “the 
former  authority  & Gen”  Court  of  that 
Collony  was  dilTolved,  and  the  faid  col- 
lony annexed  to  the  Dominion  of  New 
England  accordingly.  Purfuant  to  his 
Mageftyes  commands  Rob*  Treat,  Efq*®, 
the  late  Gov  of  Conne6licott  and  John 
Allen,  Esq*®,  the  late  Secr*y  were  fworne 
of  his  Maj*yes  Councill.”  The  next  day 
the  Sheriffs  and  Juflices  of  the  Peace 
were  appointed  for  the  counties  of 
Hartford,  New  London,  New  Haven, 


and  Fairfield.  The  names  are  given  in 
the  Cotmcil Records.,  Vol.  II.  2 Novem- 
ber, “ His  Excellencye  travelled  from 
Hartford  to  Fairfield  faw  the  Justices 
of  the  Peace  in  their  refpedtive  Coun- 
tyes  and  Sheriffes  fworne,  commicbn- 
ated  Military  officers  in  each  Towme 
and  Custome  Officers  in  the  feverall  Sea 
Ports.” 

Diary  of  Sa7Huel  Sewall.  “Nov. 
16,  The  Governour  comes  to  Town  re- 
turning from  taking  the  Government  of 
Cdnedlicut.” 

Maffachufetts  Aixhives^  Vol. 
CXXVII.  pp.  218-220.  A fhort  Narra- 
tive of  my  proceedings  and  feveral  voy- 
ages etc.  humbly  prefented  by  Edward 
Randolph,  pojl. 

The  flag  propofed  for  the  Dominion 
of  New  England 
is  defcribed  in 
State  Papers.,  Co- 
lonial., Bundle  55 
(102),  as  follows : 
a red  crofs  on  a 
white  ground,  in 
the  middle  of  the 
crofs  the  letters 
J.  R.  [Jacobus 
Rex],  and  above 
a crown. 
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to  Almighty  God  for  his  Majeftyes  health  (whom  God  long 
preferve  to  Reigne  over  us)  & his  many  Royall  favours  be- 
ftowed  on  his  fubjedls  here,”^®^  there  were  ftill  fome  mutter- 
ings  of  difcontent.  The  Rev.  Charles  Morton  of  Charlef- 
town  was  fummoned  to  appear  on  November  24th  before 
the  Council  for  ufing  “ feditious  expreffions  ” in  one  of  his 
fermons,  and  “ bound  over  to  appeare  att  the  next  Superi- 
our  Court  in  five  hundred  pounds;  and  James  Atkins  being 
committed  by  Capt"  Nicholfon  for  fp reading  lyeing  and  falfe 
news  and  Reports  Ordered  That  he  be  proceeded  againfl:  for 
the  fame  att  the  next  feffions.”^®^  The  feeling  had  been  in- 
creafed  by  the  Governor’s  aftion  in  forbidding  the  churches 
of  Bofton  holding  fervices  of  thankfgiving  for  the  King’s 
declaration  of  liberty  of  confcience,  and  “ threatening  that 
he  would  fet  Guards  of  Souldiers  on  their  Church-Doors,  if 
they  Attempted  what  they  Pretended  to.”  On  the  fame 

day 


Cotmcil  Records  of  Maffachufetts^ 
Vol.  II.  19  November,  1687.  John  Weft 
as  deputy  Secretary  wrote  on  23  Novem- 
ber to  John  Allyn  announcing  that  the 
I ft  of  December  was  appointed  Thankf- 
giving Day,  “thro’out  this  Dominion.” 
Con7ieClicut  Colonial  Records,  Vol.  III. 
P-  393- 

Co7incil  Records  of  Majfachufetts, 
Vol.  II.  24  November,  1687.  At  this 
meeting  “ An  a6l  for  continuing  the 
choice  of  Seledlmen  and  regulating 
Tovne  Meetings  being  now  Ingroffed 
was  againe  read  but  objected  againft 
& could  not  paffe.  Liberty  is  granted 
to  the  French  Congregation  to  meete  in 
the  Latine  Schoolhoufe  att  Bofton  as 
defired.”  Mr.  Morton’s  fermon  was 
preached  in  September.  He  is  men- 
tioned in  “ The  Revolution  in  New  Eng- 
land juftified,”  in  Andros  TraCls,  Vol.  I. 


p.  1 1 2.  “That  Reverend  perfon  Mr. 
Charles  Morto7i  was  caufeleffly  and 
malicioufly  profecuted,  that  they  might 
give  him  a blow.”  He  was  acquitted. 
See  Palfrey's  Hijlory  of  New  England, 
Vol.  III.  p.  547,  ed.  1864. 

108  Andros  TraRs,  Vol.  III.  p.  126, 
taken  from  Cotton  Mather’s  Parentator, 
or  Memoirs  of  Increase  Mather. 

Hutcliinfon  fays  in  his  Hiflory  of 
Majfachufetts  Bay,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I. 
p.  357  : “ Many  Congregations  agreed 
to  addrefs  the  King.  Some  perfons 
who  fuppofed  popery  to  be  at  the  bot- 
tom, flrongly  oppofed  the  addreffes. 
The  late  deputy  governor  was  at  the 
head  of  them.”  Danforth  wrote  to 
Mather,  8 November,  1687:  “For  my 
own  Part,  I do  more  dread  the  confe- 
quences  thereof  [declaration  of  liberty 
of  confciencej  than  the  execution  of 

thofe 
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Rdward  Randolph. 

day  Sir  Edmund  relieved  Mr.  Wife  from  his  fufpenfion  as 
minifter  on  “ his  petition  & applycacon  of  feverall  worthy 
perfons  on  his  behalfe.” 

The  whole  of  New  England  being  now  united,  Sir  Ed- 
mund propofed  to  bind  the  diflant  parts  more  ftrongly  to- 
gether by  eftablifhing  a poflal  fervice/^®  which  was  accom- 
pliflied  in  time ; but  above  all  it  was  neceffary  to  extend  the 
laws,  recently  paffed,  to  the  former  Colony  of  Connecticut, 
which  was  finally  done  in  Council,  Mr.  Randolph  being 

prefen  t, 

tody  of  the  Sherriffe,  there  to  remaine 
untill  he  give  fecurity  in  one  thoufand 
pounds  for  his  good  behaviour,  and  to 
appeare  att  the  next  Salem  Court,  pay 
his  fees,”  etc.  On  the  2d  of  December 
came  a letter  from  Gov.  Dongan  of  New 
York,  dated  from  Albany,  begging  for 
affiftance  from  Maffachufetts  againft  an 
invafion  of  the  French,  to  which  Sir 
Edmund  replied  that  he  would  do  what 
he  could.  Cou7icil  Records  of  Majfa- 
chufetts.,  Vol.  II. 

CottnePHcut  Colonial  Records.,  Vol. 
III.  p.  397.  Letter  of  John  Allyn  to 
Sir  Edmund  Andros,  Hartford,  Dec.  5, 
1687.  “ S^.  your  appoyntment  of  a Poft 

I hope  will  be  of  very  good  ufe.  There- 
by there  will  be  opportunity  of  convey- 
ing intelligence  from  one  end  of  the 
country  to  another,  and  I believe  Perry 
will  undertake  once  a month  to  pafs 
from  Fayrefield  to  Bolton  in  the  winter 
and  once  in  three  weekes  in  the  fumer, 
or  oftener,  if  your  Excellency  defire  it, 
and  the  charge  of  it  upon  the  whole  will 
be  no  great  matter ; fhould  it  be  put 
upon  letters  at  firft,  I believe  it  will  not 
anfwer  the  charge  to  fattisfy  the  Poft  ; 
but  if  it  were  tryed  one  year  by  a falery, 
the  better  guefs  may  be  given  for  a 
future  fetlement  of  it,  as  your  Excel- 
lency (hall  fee  meet.” 

VOL.  II.  — 7 


thofe  penal  laws,  the  only  wall  againft 
popery.  We  may,  without  breach  of 
charity,  conclude  the  popifh  counfels 
are  laid  deep.”  However,  an  addrefs 
was  fent  from  the  minifters  of  New  Eng- 
land, which  was  printed  in  the  London 
Gazette,  No.  2300,  Dec.  i -Dec.  5,  1687, 
preferved  in  State  Papers,  Colonial, 
Bundle  55  (224). 

M cijfachufetts  Archives,  Vol. 
CCXLII.  p.  341.  Governor  Andros’s 
order  difcharging  Rev.  John  Wife  from 
prohibition  to  preach.  “ Thefe  are  to 
certify  that  upon  y®  humble  peticbn  of 
f fd  Jn°  Wife  & applycacon  of  feverall 
worthy  perfons  on  his  behalfe,  I doe 
hereby  forgive  & enlarge  him  f fd 
Jn®  Wife  from  that  parte  of  y®  fd  fen- 
tence  inhibiting  y®  exercife  of  his  min- 
iftry  given  under  my  hand  att  Bofton 
ye  24*’'  day  of  November  1687.  E.  A. 
[Edmund  Andros.]  By  his  Excell’® 
Comd.  j.  w.  [John  Weft].” 

Shadrach  Wilbore  had  petitioned  to 
be  forgiven  on  5 November.  See 
Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  CXXVII. 
p.  236. 

In  Council  Records  of  Maffachufetts, 
Vol.  II.  30  November,  1687.  “Upon 
informacon  given  by  the  Meffenger  that 
Major  Samuell  Appleton  hath  not  at- 
tended the  laft  order  of  this  Board,  Or- 
dered That  he  be  committed  to  the  cuf- 
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prefent,  on  the  29th  of  December.”  In  that  Colony  there 
was  flill  a feeling  that  they  had  been  hafty  in  furrendering 
their  government.”^ 

In  addition  to  his  duties  as  Councillor,  in  which  he  was 
conftant,  and  as  Colledlor  of  Cuftoms,”^  Randolph  a6led,  at 
one  time,  as  felling  agent  for  Thomas  Bradford  of  London 
in  difpofing  of  a certain  number  of  hats  fent  to  the  Bofton 
market  in  June,  1686,  moft  of  which  appear  to  have  been 
fold  by  December,  1687.”^  In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Robert 
Mafon  was  trying  to  bring  his  claims  for  land  in  New 


Comtcil  Records  of  Majfachufetts^ 
Vol.  II.  On  the  19th  of  December 
the  Council  confirmed  the  title  of  Jofeph 
Dudley,  William  Stoughton,  and  Dr. 
Daniel  Cox  to  a tradt  of  land  eight 
miles  square  in  the  Nipmug  Country, 
without  payment  of  quit  rent ; alfo  for 
Dudley’s  houfes  and  lands  at  Roxbury 
free  of  rent ; befides  for  many  others, 
evidently  friendly  to  the  government, 
all  free  of  quit  rents.  On  the  20th  of 
December,  “ An  A6l  declaring  the  fev- 
erall  Lawes  made  by  the  Gov*^  and 
Councill  to  be  in  force  in  Conne6licott 
&c.  and  an  a6l  for  enlarging  the  Jurif- 
di(5lion  of  the  Inferiour  Courts  being 
read.  Ordered  That  they  be  putt  into 
one  and  brought  in  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Councill.”  On  the  2 ifi;  of  December, 
“ An  A6l  declareing  the  feverall  Lawes 
made  by  the  Gov*^  and  Councill  to  be  in 
force  in  Connedlicott  and  for  fettling 
Courts  being  read,  Ordered^  That  the 
fame  be  ingroffed.”  On  the  27th,  the 
A6t  was  amended  by  inferting  that  “ the 
Superior  Courts  in  Elfex  and  Middx  be 
reduced  to  two  circuites  in  the  year,” 
and  on  December  29th  the  Aft,  as 
amended,  paffed.  This  is  the  laft  rec- 
ord copied  and  fent  from  the  State  Pa- 
per Office  in  London.  Robert  Lemon, 


Hampfhire 

the  chief  clerk,  certifying,  in  1846,  that 
the  minutes  of  Council  between  29 
December,  1687,  and  May  16,  1692,  are 
miffing  from  the  collection  -in  the  State 
Paper  Office  in  London. 

Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.  ‘^Dec' 
9.  Mr.  Palmer  at  the  Coffee-Houfe, 
faid  Connecticut  had  received  Letters 
from  their  Agent  by  Prentice,  gone  into 
New  London,  in  which  defires  Money  ; 
and  that  they  are  troubled  at  their  hafty 
Surrender.” 

Richard  Wharton  had  written  to 
Wait  Winthrop  from  London,  17  Nov. 
1687:  “Three  fhips  are  arrived  from 
Bofton  fince  y‘  I came  in,  but  have- 
ing  not  a lyne  from  y felfe  or  any  gen- 
tlemen of  y®  Councill  fave  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph, I am  freed  from  f care  of  an- 
fweres.  I heare  not  that  there  is  like  to 
be  any  pceedings  agt  ConeCticot  Charter 
this  tearme,  and  fome  of  their  friends 
here  please  themfelves  with  hopes  that 
they  will  not  furrender  without  a con- 
demnation.” 

Maffach^ifetts  Archives^  Vol. 
CXXVII.  p.  2^5, pof. 

114  Ibid.,  Vol.  CXXVI.  p.  17.  Hats 
fhipped  by  Thomas  Bradford  to  Ed- 
ward Randolph,  poft. 
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Hampfliire  to  a fettlement,  but  without  fuccefs.  The  in- 
habitants petitioned  Governor  Andros,  on  December  12th, 
to  ftay  the  writs  of  execution  iffued  againft  them  and  allow 
them  to  have  a fair  legal  trial/^®  In  this  month  began  a 
trial,  interefting  from  the  faft  that  it  was  brought  by  Ran- 
dolph, the  head  of  the  prerogative  or  royal  party,  againft  the 
Rev.  Increafe  Mather,  the  reprefentative  of  the  charter  and 
popular  party,  which  has  led  to  a long  controverfy,  not  yet 
fettled.  Four  years  previoufly  a letter  had  been  fent  to  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Gouge,  at  that  time  the  minifter  of  a congre- 
gation of  Englifh  Independents  in  Amfterdam,  figned  with 
the  initials  I.  M.,  which  reflected  flrongly  on  the  Englifh 
government,  ufing  expreffions  that  would  certainly  prejudice 
thofe  in  power  againft  the  writer.  A copy  of  the  letter  was 
fent  by  a Scotch  friend  to  Mr.  Randolph,  who  in  turn  fent  a 
copy  to  Mr.  Dudley.  When  Mr.  Mather  faw  it,  he  de- 
nounced it  to  be  a forgery,  writing  a letter  to  Mr.  Dudley, 
quoting  expreffions  from  the  fpurious  one  to  fhow  that  he 
could  not  be  the  author  of  it,  and  intimating  in  very  ftrong 
terms  that  Randolph  himfelf  muft  be  the  writer.  “ The 
letter  forger  faith  that  Randolph  has  perfwaded  two  Colo- 
nies to  fall  off  from  uniting  with  us.  This  is  a great  untruth, 
& fome  upon  reafonable  termes  conjedture  that  no  man 
except  Randolph  could  tell  fuch  an  impudent  lye,  when  the 
whole  Country  knowes  the  contrary.  He  addeth  we  had 
power  by  our  Charter  to  protedl  thofe,  who  flye  for  Protec- 
tion 

M ajfachufetts  Archives.,  Vol.  of  Execution  ilTued  againft  them;  they 
CXXVII.  p.  290.  Petition  of  fundry  with  a fair  legal  trial  againft  Mr.  Mafon. 
inhabitants  of  New  Hampfhire  that  a 12  December,  1687. 

Superfedeas  may  be  granted  to  writs 
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tion  fake,  as  we  did  Goff  & Whaly,  this  doe  fufficiently  inti- 
mate who  was  the  author  of  this  forgery,  viz.  that  it  was 
Randolph  himfelfe,  for  it  is  well  knowne,  he  did  once  ex- 
hibit a complaint  againfl  this  Collony,  becaufe  in  their  Law- 
book it  is  declared,  if  men  fly  thether,  being  perfecuted, 
they  fhall  finde  favour,  and  [the]  lying  comment  that  Ran- 
dolph made  upon  it,  was  by  virtue  of  this  law  of  the  people 
in  New  England  in  fhowing  kindnefs  to  Goff  & Whaley. 
Let  all  rational  men  judge  whether  any  one  but  Randolph 
was  the  Authur  of  this  Forgery.  Befides  there  is  fo  much 
faid  of  Randolph  in  this  fpurious  letter,  that  giveth  jufl 
caufe  to  fufpedl  him  to  be  the  Father  of  it.  It  is  reported 
that  he  has  a notable  art  in  imitating  hands,  that  he  can  doe 
it  foe  exadlly,  that  a man  cannot  eafily  difcerne  the  knavery, 
& that  one  of  the  Randolphs  being  detedted  of  fuch  villany,. 
is  lately  fled  to  fave  his  ears.”  This  attack  led  Randolph 
to  bring  a fuit  againfl  Mr.  Mather  for  defamation,  in  which 
Randolph  was  defeated,  and  had  to  pay  the  cofls.^^®  The 

jury 

The  account  of  the  trial  has  been  laft  of  this  month.”  See  MaffacJiufetts 
fully  given  by  Col.  Hoyt,  as  editor  of  Hijtorical  Society  Colledions,  Sixth 
the  Hijtorical  Papers  of  C.  W.  Tuttle,  Series^  Vol.  III.  p.  485. 
pp.  295-310.  The  warrant  to  arreft  Mather  was 

The  letter  to  Rev.  Mr.  Gouge,  3 Dec.  ilTued  on  the  24th  of  December.  See 
1683,  and  that  of  Mather  to  Dudley,  poji. 

10  Nov.  1684,  will  be  found  pojt  in  Sewall  fays  in  his  Diary  \ “1687 
chronological  order,  as  well  as  other  Sabbath  Dec^  25.  Have  the  Lord’s 
papers,  including  a brief  written  by  Supper  at  the  South  Church,  break  up 
Randolph  himfelf.  The  firft  intimation  about  noon,  at  which  time  I hear  that 
that  a fuit  was  to  be  brought  feems  to  be  Mr.  Mather  was  on  Satterday  between 
in  a letter  from  John  Allyn  to  Fitz-  i & 2 p.  m.  Arrefted  by  Larkin  to  an- 
John  Winthrop.  “Hartford,  Decern^"  fwer  for  a Trefpafs  on  Mr.  Randolph, 
10,  1687.  We  have  no  newes  from  500^  damage.  Major  Richards  and 
Bofton,  fave  that  of  Mr.  Randolph  fue-  Capt.  Turrell  bound.”  The  trial  took 
ing  of  Mr  Mather  in  an  adlion  of  flan-  place  on  the  laft  Tuefday  of  January, 
der  which  is  to  come  to  a tryall  the  1687-8,  which  was  the  laft  day  of  the 

month 
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jury  were  probably  influenced  by  the  popular  feeling  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Mather,  as  well  as  by  the  news  that  reached 

Bofton 


month,  before  Dudley,  Stoughton,  and 
feveral  Juftices  of  the  Peace  of  Suffolk 
County.  The  jury  confifted  of  George 
Turfrey,  Adam  Winthrop,  William 
Hobby,  Gervaife  Ballard,  Robert  How- 
ard, William  Gibfon,  Simeon  Stoddard, 
Bozoan  Allen,  Humphrey  Parfons, 
Thomas  Stanbury,  Duncan  Campbell, 
and  John  Pinchon.  The  jury  found 
for  the  defendant.  See  Pleas  in  the 
cafe  of  Edward  Randolph  againft  In- 
creafe  Mather  xrv  Maffachufetts  Hijlori- 
cal  Society  ColleRiofis,,  Fourth  Series,^ 
Vol.  VIII.  p.  703.  Col.  Hoyt  omits  the 
name  of  John  Pinchon  in  his  lift  of 
jurors,  giving  only  eleven  names.  He 
gives  the  following  in  Tuttle'' s Hijlorical 
Papers,  p.  307  : — 

“ Randolph  vs.  Mather.  Dec'  in  Defa- 
macon.  Dam.  ^500.  Checkley  & Maf- 
ter  for  Deft,  plead  not  Guilty.  Hayman 
for  Plff  opened  y®  Declar.  Farewell 
purfued  & read  y®  Letter.  The  Letter 
was  wrott  by  y®  Deft  to  y®  Pref’dt.  but 
he  fays  he  never  publifhed  y®  Same  to 
any. 

“To  prove  y®  piiblicon  of  y®  Letter 
M*^  Farewell  produces 

Ja®  Hall  of  Beverley 
Gyles  M after. 

“ Hall  Objects  ag^'  Swearing  on  y® 
bible  & was  Admitted  to  Sweare  by 
holding  up  his  hand. 

“ It  was  demanded  of  Hall  if  Ever  he 
heard  or  Saw  a Letter  wrott  by  M'' 
Mather  to  y®  purports  of  that  menconed 
in  y®  dec’. 

“ Sayes  that  ab‘  3 yeares  agoe  heare- 
ing  of  a Letter  that  was  publifhed  in 
England  in  abufeof  y®  Deft  & ab‘  which 
remarkes  was  made  by  y®  Obfervator  he 
afked  M*"  Mather  ab‘  it,  who  told  him 
it  was  a falfe  thing  putt  on  him,  & 
fhowed  him  a paper  where  in  he  had 


vindicated  himfelfe,  w®’'  he  delivered 
him  to  fhew  to  others  & fatisfie  them 
therein,  & that  he  did  both  fhew  it  & 
declare  it  to  fevrall  perfons,  & ye  write- 
ing  was  Sometime  out  of  his  hands, 
but  was  after  Returned  to  M*^  Mather 
againe.  That  y®  writeing  he  received 
from  M'^  Mather  was  a Letter  directed 
to  y®  Prefid*  that  it  was  Something  like 
what  he  heard  now  read,  but  cannot  re- 
member every  Perticular:  that  y®  Pa- 
per M*'  Mather  gave  him  Seemed  to  be 
a coppy  of  a Letter  wrott  to  y®  Prefdi, 
but  whether  it  was  a true  Coppy  or  not 
does  not  know,  nor  whether  y®  Letter 
in  y®  Dec’  be  diverfe  or  y®  Same. 

“ The  Letter  being  read  in  part.  Some 
he  remembers  & Some  he  does  not. 
Says  he  Lent  y®  paper  to  Deacon  Hill, 
& ab*  3 yeares  fince  on  M*"  Mather’s  de- 
fire,  he  Returned  it  to  him  againe  ; he 
after  fays  he  lett  M"”  Higginfon  & M** 
Cobbitt  have  y®  paper  & to  many  others 
of  meaner  Rank. 

“Mather  ownes  y®  feeing  y®  Letter 
long  before  y®  accon  Commences.  Fare- 
well Sworne.  Sayes  he  Saw  y®  Letter 
ab  9 months  Since  in  Bofton.” 

The  queftion  as  to  the  authorfhip  of 
the  letter  has  been  fully  difcuffed,  but 
no  conclufion  reached.  While  prepara- 
tions for  the  trial  were  being  made  J. 
Atkins  was  releafed  from  imprifonment 
on  2 January,  and  S.  Appleton  peti- 
tioned on  the  1 8th  that  he  might  be  re- 
leafed. See  Majfachufetts  Archives, 
Vol.  CXXVIII.  pp.  6,24. 

On  Jan.  22d  Lady  Andros  died,  having 
been  dangeroufly  ill  for  a week.  Diary 
of  Samuel  Sewall.  “ My  Lady  Andros 
was  prayed  for  in  Publick.  About  the 
begining  of  our  afternoon  Exercife, 
the  Lady  Andros  expires.”  She  was 
not  buried  until  the  loth  of  February. 
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Boflon  on  January  25th  that  the  addrefs  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Minifters  had  been  publifhed  in  the  London  Gazette, 
which  caufed  much  rejoicing,  and  encouraged  the  hope  that 
the  King’s  Declaration  was  not  to  be  in  vainJ^^  James  the 
Second  had  faid  to  the  Prefbyterian  clergymen  of  London, 
“ I hope  to  live  to  fee  the  day  when  you  fhall  as  well  have  a 
Magna  Charta  for  the  liberty  of  your  confcience,  as  you 
have  had  for  your  properties.”  However,  on  the  30th, 
the  day  before  the  trial,  Mr.  Bullivant  gave  orders  that  all 
the  fliops  in  Boflon  mufl  be  clofed  in  order  to  commemo- 
rate the  martyrdom  of  Charles  the  Firfl.^^^ 

In  a letter  to  Mr.  Povey,  dated  24  January,  Randolph 
does  not  mention  the  trial,  but  fpeaks  of  the  neceffity  of 
having  fome  honefl  lawyers  in  the  Province,  and  competent 
judges  fent  from  England.  He  hopes  that  the  royal  Court 
is  not  fo  taken  up  with  receiving  addreffes  that  his  office  of 
Secretary  and  Regifler  will  not  be  confirmed,  “ which  I pray 
may  be  enlarged  and  extended  to  the  limitts  of  the  prefent 
government.  There  is  no  reafon  why  a good  man  fhould 
not  come  from  England  to  take  Weft’s  place  who  extorts 
what  fees  he  pleafes  to  the  great  oppreffion  of  the  people. 

Befides 

Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.  “1687-8,  were,  upon  the  recommendation  of  Sir 
Jany  25.  Harris  arrives  from  London  Edmund,  admitted  to  be  members  of  the 
brings  a Gazett  to  the  5th  of  December  Council  in  New  England  by  the  Privy 
wherein  is  the  Addrefs  of  the  N.  E.  Council  on  4 November,  1687.  Majfa- 
Miniflers.  I hear  the  notable  firing  as  chufetts  Hiftorical  Society  Col/ellions, 
I lye  abed.  Jan.  31,  Mr.  Randolph  Fourth  Series^  Vol.  II.  p.  298.  Mr. 
in  his  adtion  againft  Mr.  Increafe  Mather  Shrimpton  took  his  feat  i February, 
is  call.  Col.  Shrimpton  lent  Mr.  Mather  See  Diary  of  Sa7nuel  Sewall. 
his  coach  to  ride  home.  He  abode  there  Maffachufetts  Hi/iorical  Society 

the  time  of  the  Try al,  to  be  at  hand,  if  Colle£lions^  Fourth  Series^  Vol.  VIII. 
need  were.”  p.  670. 

Samuel  Shrimpton,  William  Brown,  Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall^  30  Jan. 

Jr,  Simon  Linds,  and  Richard  Smith  1687-8. 
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Befides  the  Ioffe  I dayly  receive,  Mr.  Weft  is  cryed  out  upon 
by  all.  Severall  veffells  are  gone  from  hence  to  Bermodas, 
but  are  deftgned  for  the  wreck.  No  newes  yet  of  Sir 
William  Phips  being  there.  Since  the  governor’s  arrivall 
New  Plimouth  Colony  have  great  profitt  whale  killing;  I 
believe  they  will  have  nigh  200  tons  for  to  fend  to  England, 
and  will  be  one  of  our  beft  returnes,  now  beaver  and  peltry 
fayles  us.  I have  a defire  to  fee  England  once  more,  but  I 
know  not  when  I can  get  an  opportunity,  or  my  bufinefs 
will  allow  of  my  abfence,  till  I take  leave  of  it,  which  I am 
not  much  difpofed  to  think  of  till  I hear  all  things  are  fet- 
tled with  you.”  Although  during  the  trial  one  of  the 
witneffes  was  allowed  to  take  his  oath  according  to  the  cuf- 
tom  of  New  England,  the  government  was  determined  to 
fupprefs  that  cuftom.  Accordingly,  on  the  8th  of  February 
three  individuals  were  fined  for  refufing  to  take  the  oath 
according  to  the  Englifti  manner,  and  were  afterwards  con- 
demned to  imprifonment  for  negledling  to  pay  the  penalty. 
However,  the  fine  was  paid  ultimately,  and  the  imprifon- 
ment was  of  fhort  duration.^^^ 
forgotten. 


This  was  a leffon  not  to  be 

On 


120  Majfachufetis  Archives,  Vol. 
CXXVIII.  p.  29.  Mr.  Randolph  to 
Mr.  Povey,  24  Jan., 

Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.  “Wed- 
nefday  Feb.  8.  Obad.  Gill,  Jn°  Atwood, 
and  Joe  Davis  are  fined  by  Judge  Weft 
[one]  mark  apiece  for  refufing  to  lay 
their  hands  on  the  Bible  in  Swearing. 
March  30.  By  a Writt  from  the  Sheriff 
imprifoned  becaufe  they  paid  not  the 
i3s^ci  which  each  was  fined:  Judgment 
run  thus  — refufing  to  take  the  Oath 
as  by  Law  is  required.  They  pay  the 
Fine  and  charges  and  Ly  not  in  prifon 


one  night.”  [A  filver  mark  was  13J.  4^., 
a gold  mark  33^'.  4</.]  “This  4^’'  May 
a Print  comes  out  fhewing  the  Lawfull- 
nefs  of  Swearing  according  to  the  Eng- 
lifh  mode,  printed  by  Richard  Pierce. 
May  10.  Mr'Dudley  and  his  Son  call 
here,  fpeak  to  him  about  the  mode  of 
fwearing,  if  no  remedy  might  be  had, 
of  which  had  no  encouragement,  but 
faid  Lifting  up  the  Hand  was  the  hand- 
fomeft  way.”  On  April  1 1 Mr.  Watter 
and  Eliftia  Odlin  were  fined  for  the 
fame  offence. 
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On  the  nth  news  was  received  that  Sir  William  Phips 
was  at  work  upon  the  wreck  fearching  for  the  hidden  treaf- 
ure/^^  and  a few  days  later  the  report  came  that  a veffel  had 
arrived  at  Briflol  “ with  Plate  and  other  treafure.”  On  the 
1 8th,  Randolph  was  ordered  by  Sir  Edmund  to  proceed  at 
once  to  that  port  and  take  poffeffion  of  one  half  of  the 
treafure,  which  belonged  of  right  to  the  King,  and  bring  it 
to  Bofton,^^^  and  the  matter  of  the  veffel,  wifhing  to  have 
the  property  juflly  diflributed,  requefled  him  to  convey  the 
whole  amount.^^^  The  government  being  now  apparently 
firmly  eftablifhed  and  no  refiflance  to  be  apprehended,  a 
warrant  was  iffued  to  Mr.  Farwell  to  appear  on  behalf  of 
the  King  to  claim,  evidently  for  Mr.  Mafon,  the  lands  he 
had  formerly  claimed  in  Ipfwich  and  other  towns  in  Effex 
County, while  Randolph’s  petition  prefented  in  Odlober, 
and  read  in  Council  February  the  3d,  for  a grant  of  five  hun- 
dred acres  of  “ undivided  and  unfenced  ” lands  on  Nahant 
Neck  was  pufhed  forward.^^®  An  order  was  iffued  that  all 
claimants  fhould  appear  before  the  Governor  in  Council  on 
March  the  7th,  two  days’  notice  being  given  to  the  inhab- 
itants of  Lynn,  who  had  ufed  the  land  in  quefiion  for  pafbure 
during  many  years.^^^  Upon  receipt  of  the  notice  the  in- 
habitants 

Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall^  “ Sat-  ^^6  Vol.  CXXVII.  p.  172.  Pe- 
terday,  Feb.  ii.”  tition  of  Edward  Randolph  for  Nahant 

Maffachufetts  Archives^  Vol.  Neck,  i Odlober,  i6Zy,poJl. 

CXXVII  I.  p.  53.  S''  Edmund  Andros  127  p.  Att  a Councill  held 

Knt  Capt.  Generali  Governor  in  Cheife  in  Bolton  on  fryday  the  third  day  of 

6 Vice  Admirall  of  his  Ma‘‘®®  Territory  feb.  1687-8,  pojl.  Indorfed  on  the  or- 

& Dominion  of  New  England  to  Ed-  der  is : “ Received  this  order  from 
ward  Randolph,  pojl.  the  hands  of  Jeremiah  Belcher  the  2^^ 

Ibid.,Y>'  5^,  po/l-  day  of  this  inftant  March  i68f  and 

Ibid.^  p.  75.  5 March,  1687-8.  attending  thereunto  have  given  pub- 

Warrant  to  Geo.  Farwell.  lique  notice  of  the  matter  ordered 

therein 
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habitants  prepared  a paper  to  be  prefented  to  Sir  Edmund 
and  the  Council  on  the  7th,  giving  extradls  from  the  town 
records,  authenticated  by  the  town  clerk  on  the  6th,  fhowing 
that  as  early  as  1635  the  town  of  Lynn  had  exercifed  jurif- 
diftion  over  Nahant  Neck,  by  granting  lots  to  certain  indi- 
viduals, among  others  “ Mr.  Humphreys,  who  was  a patentee 
and  an  affiftant  in  the  firft  Goverm^”  and  afterwards  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1656-7,  converting  it  into  paflure  land,  and  “ the  whole 
fenced  as  a common  field.”  Befides  “ wee  have  honeftly 
purchafed  the  faid  tra6l  of  land  with  our  money  of  y®  origi- 
nal! proprietors  of  the  foyle,  and  have  poffeffed  & improved 
it  upwards  of  fifty  yeares.  Wee  hope  arguments  of  this 
nature  will  be  fwaying  with  foe  rationall  a Common  Wealths 
man  as  M*"  Randolph  who  hath  ever  pretended  great  refpeft 
to  his  fubje6ts  among  us  & an  earnefi;  care  & defigne 

to  promote  their  welfare  & profperity.  The  premifes  con- 
fidered  wee  believe  a Gentleman  under  fuch  circumflances 
will  not  bee  injurious  by  feeking  a particular  benefit  to  im- 
poverifh  & difadvantage  foe  many  of  his  Maj‘*®^good  fubjeds 
by  feeking  the  alienation  of  fuch  a trackt  of  land  foe  emi- 
nently ufefull  & needfull  for  thofe  proprietors  now  in  poffef- 
fion  of  it.  God  and  nature  hath  fitted  & accommodated  it 
with  herbage  & it  is  likewife  the  only  place  about  us  for 
fecurity  for  our  creatures  from  the  teeth  of  the  ravening 
wolves.  If  the  pafiure  be  alienated  from  us  our  poore 
familyes  will  be  very  great  fufferers,  and  wee  will  be  unca- 

pable 

therein  this  5*’'  day  of  March  etc.  by  poji.,  an  order  was  made  in  Council  the 
me  John  Edmonds,  Conftable  in  Lyn.”  3d  of  November  to  give  public  notice 
According  to  the  “ Humble  Reprefenta-  of  his  petition  for  the  land, 
tion  of  Randolph  to  Gov.  Andros,” 
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pable  to  Contribute  dues  and  duties  to  his  Governmet 

fett  over  us.”^^®  To  thefe  objedtions  Randolph  anfwered 
that  Lynn,  not  being  an  incorporated  town,  had  no  right  to 
grant  titles  to  land,  and  the  freemen  fpoken  of  were  fimply 
freemen  of  the  Colony  who  had  a right  to  vote  for  magif- 
trates.  He  therefore  prayed  the  Governor  to  grant  the  land 
to  him.^^^  The  colonifts  ftruggled  hard  to  maintain  their 
rights,  being  fummoned  feveral  times  before  the  Governor  at 


confiderable  expenfe,  and  the 


Majfachufetts  Archives^  Vol. 
CXXVII.  pp.  1 74-1 77.  Objedlions  of 
Lynn  to  the  Petition  of  Edward  Ran- 
dolph. “ To  his  Excellency  S"  Edmund 
Andros,  Kn>=  & o'  Honor*^^®  Govn'  with 
his  Honour'^'®  Councill  to  fit  with  him 
on  Wednefday  the  feventh  of  this  in- 
ftant,  March,  1687-8,” 

The  extradls  from  the  town  records 
are  as  follows : “ January  this  1 
1635.  It  is  alfoe  voated  by  the  freemen 
of  the  Towne  thefe  men  underwritten 
lhall  have  liberty  to  plant  & build  at 
Nahant  & fhall  poflefle  each  man  land 
for  the  faid  purpofe  & proceeding  in 
the  trade  of  fifhing.  M'  Humfreys, 
Daniell  How,  M'  Bullard,  Jofeph  Red- 
knap,  Timothy  Tomlins,  Richard 
Walker,  Thomas  Talmage,  Henry 
ffeaks,  ffrancis  Dent.  January  the  18^'' 
1635.  It  is  ordered  by  the  freemen  of 
the  Towne  that  all  fuch  perfons  as  are 
affigned  any  lands  at  Nahant  to  further 
the  trade  of  making  fith:  that  if  they 
do  not  proceed  accordingly  to  forward 
the  faid  Trade,  but  either  doe  grow 
remifs,  or  elfe  give  it  quite  over,  that 
then  all  fuch  lots  fhall  be  forfeited 
againe  to  the  Towne  to  difpofe  as  fhall 
be  thought  ffitt.” 

“ At  a towne  meeting  held  24I'’  lafl 
month  1656  [Feb.  1656-7]  It  was  voated 
that  Nahant  fhould  be  laid  out  into 


matter  was  only  fettled  by  the 

overthrow 

planting  Lotts  & that  every  houfeholder 
fhould  have  equall  in  the  dividing  of 
it  noe  man  more  than  another  & every 
perfon  to  clear  his  of  wood  in  fix  years 
& hee  or  they  that  doe  not  clear  their 
Lotts  of  the  wood  fhall  pay  fifty  fhillings 
as  a fine  for  the  towne  ufe  : alfoe  every 
houfe  holder  is  to  have  his  & their  lotts 
for  feaven  years  & it  is  to  be  laid  downe 
for  a pafture  for  the  Towne  & in  the 
feaventh  every  one  that  hath  improved 
his  lott  by  planting  fhall  then  (that  is  in 
the  feaventh  yeare)  fow  their  lott  with 
Englifh  come  & in  every  acre  of  land  as 
they  improve  they  fhall  with  their  Eng- 
lifh come  fow  one  bufhel  of  Englifh  hay 
feed  & foe  proportionable  to  all  the  land 
that  is  improved  & bufhel  of  hay  feed  to 
one  acre  of  land  & it  is  to  be  remem- 
bered that  noe  perfon  is  to  raife  any 
kind  of  building  there  at  all.  And  for 
laying  out  of  this  land  there  is  chofen 
ffrancis  Ingols  Henry  Collins  fenior 
James  Axce  Adam  Haukes  Lieutenant 
Thomas  Marfhall  John  Hawthorne  An- 
drew Mansfield.  This  above  written  is 
taken  out  of  the  Townes  booke  of  Rec- 
ords p.  me  Oliver  Purchis  Cleric,  in 
Lyn.  Lyn  y®  6 of  March  1687-8.” 

M affachufetts  Archives^  Vol. 
CXXVII.  p.  176.  The  humble  repre- 
fentation  of  Edward  Randolph,  poji. 
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Rdward  Randolph. 

overthrow  of  the  Andros  government^^^  An  order  was  alfo 
ilTued  on  February  3d  that  the  records  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment ftill  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Rawfon  be  delivered  forthwith 
into  the  cuflody  of  Mr.  Randolph,  and  that  the  committee 
appointed  “ doe  take  an  account  in  writing  of  all  the  faid 
Records  and  that  they  beginn  the  fame  on  Tuefday  next 
and  continue  day  by  day  about  the  fame  till  completed.” 
The  tafk  was  accomplifhed  in  about  a month,  Mr.  Rawfon 
aiding  the  committee  in  forting  and  filing  the  papers.  For 
his  fervices  he  was  voted  on  March  6th,  upon  his  petition,  a 
compenfation  of  five  pounds,  and  he  was  ordered  to  deliver 
the  key  of  the  Record  Office  to  Mr.  Randolph  forthwith. 
At  the  fame  meeting  the  Council  ordered  “ Edward  Ran- 
dolph 


130  Andros  TraRs.,Yo\.  I.  p.  95.  The 
Revolution  in  New  England  juftified. 
“ The  tradl  of  land  being  petitioned  for 
by  Edward  Randolph  was  threatened 
to  be  rent  out  of  our  hands.  Sir  Ed- 
7nund  the  Governour  did  fo  far  comply 
with  his  unreafonable  motion,  that  we 
were  put  to  great  charges  and  expences 
for  the  Vindication  of  our  honeft  rights 
thereto,  and  being  often  before  the 
Governour  Sir  Ed7mind  and  his  Coun- 
cil for  relief,  yet  could  find  no  favour  of 
our  innocent  caufe  by  Sir  Ed77iundy 
7iotwithJlandi7i^  our  Pleas  of  Purchafe.^ 
a7itient  PofpeJfo7i.^  l7nprove7nent.,  Inclof 
ure.,  Grant  of  the  Ge7ieral  Coiirt.,  a7id 
our  7ieceJfito7is  co7idition,  yet  he  told  us 
all  Thefe  Pleas  were  infignificant,  and  we 
could  have  no  true  Title  unlefs  we  could 
produce  a Patent  from  the  King,  neither 
had  any  perfon  a right  to  one  foot  of 
Land  in  N.  E.  by  vertue  of  Purchafe, 
PofTeffion  or  Grant  of  Courts,  but  if  we 
would  have  aflurance  of  our  Lands,  we 
muft  go  to  the  King  for  it,  and  get 


Patents  of  it.  Finding  no  relief  (and 
the  Governor  having  prohibited  Town- 
Meetings)  we  earnefily  defired  Liberty 
for  our  Town  to  meet,  to  confult  what 
to  do  in  fo  difficult  a cafe  and  exigency, 
but  could  not  prevail.  Sir  Ed77m7id  an- 
grily telling  us  that  there  was  no  fuch 
thing  as  a Tow7t  in  the  Country,  neither 
fhould  we  have  Liberty  fo  to  meet,  neither 
were  our  Antient  Town  Records  (as  he 
faid)  which  we  produced  for  the  vindi- 
cation of  our  Titles  to  faid  Lands  worth 
a Rufh,  Thus  were  we  from  time  to  time 
unreafonably  treated,  our  Properties, 
and  Civil  Liberties  and  Priviledges  in- 
vaded, our  mifery  and  mine  threatned 
and  haftned,  till  fuch  time  as  our  Coun- 
try groaning  under  the  unreafonable 
heavy  yoke  of  Sir  Ed77tunds  Govern- 
ment was  conftrained  forcibly  to  recover 
our  Liberties  and  Priviledges.” 

Mafpachufetts  Archives.,  Vol. 

CXXVIII.  p.  36.  Council  meeting 

held  3 Feb.  1687-8,  pojl. 
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dolph  Efq"®  to  be  paid  y®  fume  of  lo.  9 being  for  his 
trouble  Charges  & Expences  in  travelling  from  Bofton  to 
Brifloll  & there  receiving  & fecureing  y®  halfe  parte  of 
y®  filver  & plate  imported  in  y®  Brigantine  Supply  W*"  Bur- 
roughs MaE  from  y®  Wrecke  for  his  Ma‘*®®  ufe  &:  bringing 
y®  fame  by  Land  to  Boflon,  and  alfo  y®  fume  of  £1^  be 
payd  unto  him,  he  having  prayed  for  an  allowance  of  ^10 
for  y®  value  of  his  horfe  loft  on  a journey  to  Hartford  in 
July  1686  & eight  pounds  more  for  his  expenfes  being  for 
his  Ma‘‘®®  fervice.” 

Not  content  with  the  profpedl  of  obtaining  poffeffion  of 
valuable  lands  at  Nahant,  Randolph  petitioned  on  the  29th 
of  February  that  there  might  be  granted  to  him  “ a certain 
Tradt  of  vacant  and  unappropriated  land  conteyning  about 
feaven  hundred  acres  lying  between  Spy  Pond  and  Sanders 
Brook  neere  Watertown  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,”  and 
public  notice  was  accordingly  ordered  to  be  fent  to  all 
claimants  living  in  Cambridge  and  Watertown  to  appear 
before  the  Governor  to  prove  their  claims  on  the  fame  day 
that  the  claimants  of  the  Lynn  lands  were  to  appear/^  The 
notice  was  ported  on  the  Meeting-houfe  at  Cambridge  on 
Sunday,  “ which  was  an  unufuall  thing  in  y*  place  to  fee 
y®  Sabath  day  fo  pophaned.”  The  objecrtions  made  by  the 

inhabitants 

Majfachufetts  Archives^  Vol.  by  the  Attorney  General  Graham  to 
CXXVIII.  p.  81.  Council  meeting,  6 recover  one  half  of  it  for  the  King. 
March,  1687-8, The  details  of  the  Ibid.^VoX.  CXXIX.  p.  227,  4 06lober, 
bill  for  taking  charge  of  and  conveying  1688.  Graham  was  made  Attorney 
the  treafure  are  given, p.  83.  Later  General,  20  June,  1688.  Ibid.^  Vol. 
it  was  difcovered  that  2700  filver  dol-  CXXVIII.  p.  271. 
lars  and  78^  pounds  of  filver  had  been  p,  55 ; alfo  Ibid.^  p.  56, 

brought  into  Malfachufetts  by  another  fo/l. 

veflel,  and  a fuit  was  accordingly  begun  Ibid.  “ March  4, 1687-8.  Memd  : 

this 


Edward  Randolph.  6 1 

inhabitants  of  Cambridge  and  Watertown  to  Randolph’s 
petition  were  fimilar  to  thofe  urged  by  the  Lynn  people. 
They  produced  proof  that  the  lands  coveted  by  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph were  “ neither  vacant  nor  unappropriated,”  but  had 
been  occupied  more  than  forty  years,  that  they  “ had  erefted 
a hone  wall  at  a great  charge  more  than  a mile  in  length 
with  gates  upon  the  high  wayes  as  was  needfull,  that  they 
are  of  great  concernment  to  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Towne 
for  their  neceffary  Supplies  of  Timber  fire  wood  and  Paf- 
ture  and  that  the  deprivation  of  them  would  be  the  inevi- 
table Ruine  of  more  than  Eighty  Familyes,  who  have  fpent 
their  Strength  and  Eftates  in  confidence  of  their  Indubita- 
ble right  and  peaceable  injoyment  thereof  by  virtue  of  his 
Royall  Charter.”  It  was  alfo  flated  that  the  taking 
away  of  thole  lands  would  be  in  violation  of  Charles  II.’s 
declaration  of  26  July,  1683,  upon  ilTuing  the  Quo  War- 
ranto, and  contrary  to  James  II.’s  declaration  “for  liberty 
of  Confcience  and  maintaining  them  in  all  their  properties 
and  pofTeffions.”  Randolph’s  anfwer  was  dated  March 
1 7th,  challenging  the  inhabitants  to  fhow  a royal  grant  and 

the 


this  warrant  was  fent  up  from  Bofton  to 
Camb : on  y®  fabbath  day  morning  by  a 
boate,  w‘=*'  was  an  unufuall  thing  in  y’ 
place  to  fee  y®  fabath  day  fo  pophaned, 
& a warrant  ported  up  on  y®  meeting- 
houfe  to  give  notice.” 

Maffachtifetts  Archives.,  Vol. 
CXXVIII.  p.  85.  Petition  and  Re- 
monrtrance  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cam- 
bridge in  regard  to  Edward  Randolph’s 
petition,  7 March,  1687-8,  pojl;  alfo 
Ibid.,  p.  1 1 6.  Reply  of  the  Proprie- 
tors of  lands  between  Sanders  Brook 
and  Spy  Pond,  poJl.  Thefe  petitions 


were  prefented  a fecond  time  on  28 
June,  Ibid.,  pp.  297,  298,  the  verbal 
changes  being  flight.  A petition  was 
alfo  fent  to  the  King.  See  Ibid., 
p.  300.  “ To  y®  Ki&®  mort  Excellent 

Ma‘‘®.  The  Petition  & addrefs  of  John 
Gibfon  aged  87  & George  Willis  aged 
86  as  alfo  on  y®  behalfe  of  their  neigh- 
bours the  inhabitants  of  Camb  : in  N ew 
England.  Royall  S'"  wee  are  a poore 
people  & have  no  way  to  procure  money 
to  defend  o’"  Caufe  in  y®  Law,  nor  know 
wee  of  any  friends  at  Court.” 
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the  legal  right  of  Cambridge  to  convey  lands.^^®  It  was 
probably  about  this  time  that  “ Randolph  petitioned  for  half 
an  acre  of  land  to  be  taken  out  of  the  Common  in  Bofton 
for  a houfe  lot.  The  anfwer  given  to  the  petition  does  not 
appear.”  At  this  time  the  firfl  intimation  was  being  con- 
veyed acrofs  the  Atlantic  that  the  Dominion  of  New  Eng- 
land was  to  be  extended  fo  as  to  include  New  York  and  the 
two  Jerfeys,  which  by  its  added  flrength  “will  be  terrible  to 
the  French  and  make  them  proceed  with  more  caution  than 
they  have  lately  done.”^^  In  the  fame  letter  Mr.  Blath- 
wayt  fpeaks  of  a black  fox  fent  as  a prefent  by  Randolph  to 
the  King,  “ who  taking  not  much  notice  of  it,  I keep  for 
myfelf,  unlefs  you  think  otherwife  to  difpofe  of  it.  Care  is 
already  taken  for  the  palling  your  patent  for  all  New  Eng- 
land, and  if  Mr.  Sprague  were  not  in  the  way,  it  might  have 
been  for  the  whole  new  dominion.  You  may  do  well  to 
help  Sir  E.  Andros  to  difpatch  the  firft  accompt  lince  his 
arrivall  by  fetting  forth  every  particular.”  This  was  fol- 
lowed 


Majfachufetts  Archives^  Vol. 
CXXVIII.  p.  III.  Randolph’s  An- 
fwer to  the  Cambridge  remonftrants,  17 
March,  i6S8,fof. 

13’^  Hijlory  of  Maffachufetts  Bay, 
by  T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p. 
360.  The  records  have  not  been  found 
in  the  Archives.  It  is  alfo  orobable  that 
at  this  time  Clark’s  Ifland  was  granted 
to  Nathaniel  Clark.  Ibid.  “ One  of  the 
beft  iflands  in  New  England,  in  Pli- 
mouth  harbour,  called  Clark’s  ifland, 
from  the  name  of  the  perfon  who  firfl: 
landed  there,  had  been  appropriated  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  town. 
This  was  granted  to  Nathaniel  Clark, 
who  had  been  Secretary  of  that  Colony, 


and  was  afterwards  of  Sir  Edmond’s 
Council,  and  one  of  his  greatefl  tools.” 

138  Hutchinfon' s Collehion  of  Pafers, 
Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  301.  Mr. 
Blaithwayt  to  Mr.  Randolph,  10  March, 
1687-8,  fofi.  On  the  12th  of  March, 
Sewall  fays : “ Mr.  Mafon  difcontinues 
his  adtions  againfl  Mr.  Cook  and  me, 
faying  That  Mr.  Maflers  being  dead, 
the  papers  could  not  be  come  at.  Mr. 
Giles  Maflers  the  King’s  attorney  dies 
29*  Feb.” 

138  In  Maffachtifetts  Archives,  Vol. 
CXXVIII.  p.  I,  are  found  fome  memo- 
randa for  the  Treafurer  in  Randolph’s 
handwriting,  not  arranged  methodically, 
from  I July,  1687,  to  5 June,  1688,  pofi. 

The 


Edward  Randolph. 


lowed  by  a letter  from  Mr.  Povey  informing  Mr.  Randolph 
that  he  would  undoubtedly  receive  his  commiffion  for  the 
whole  new  Dominion,  at  the  fame  time  that  Sir  Edmund 
fhould  receive  his  commiffion  as  Governor  General,  and 
adding,  “We  have  no  news,  more  than  the  enclofed  procla- 
mation for  the  recalling  the  King’s  fubjefts  out  of  the 
States  fervice ; and  three  new  regiments  are  raifing  here.” 
An  attempt  was  now  made  by  Randolph  and  others  to 
obtain  land  for  a Church  of  England  building,  which  was  at 
firft  unfuccefsful,  no  one  being  willing  to  fell  land  for  that 
purpofe.  Sewall  defcribes  his  interview  with  Randolph  in 
regard  to  the  matter,^^^  and  ftates  that  on  April  6th  “ the  ex- 
pofition  of  the  Church  of  England  Catechife  by  the  Bifhop 
of  Bath  and  Wells  comes  out  printed  by  Richard  Pierce 
with  the  39  Articles.”  There 


The  accounts  of  Harvard  College 
were  examined  by  Sir  Edmund.  See 
Colonial  Corporations,  by  A.  McF. 
Davis,  in  Publications  of  the  Colonial 
Society  of  Majfachufetts.,  Vol.  I.  p.  206. 
“ Thus  farr  an  Accompt  was  demanded 
by  S'^  Edm'^  Androfs  & delivered  to 
him,”  under  date  of  1687. 

Hutchinfon’' s ColleRion  of  Papers, 
Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p,  303.  Mr. 
Povey  to  Mr.  Randolph,  18  March, 
1687-8,  pofl. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Privy  Council 
at  Whitehall  the  23^^  March,  1687-8, 
“ Prefent  the  King’s  molt  excellent  Ma- 
jefty.  The  draught  of  a Commiffion  for 
Sir  Edmund  Andros,  Knt.  to  be  Gover- 
nor of  New  England,  New  York  and 
New  Jerfeys  having  been  prefented  by 
the  Rt  Hon*^'®  the  Lords  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  Trade  and  Plantations,  the 
fame  was  read  and  approved.  His  Ma- 
jefty  in  Council!  is  thereupon  pleafed  to 


order  that  the  Rt  Hon^’®  the  Earl  of 
Sunderland,  principall  Secretary  of 
State  do  prepare  a Warrant  for  his  Ma- 
jefties  Royall  Signature  in  order  to  the 
paffing  of  the  faid  Commiffion  under  the 
Great  Seale.” 

Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.  “28 
March  1688.  Capt.  Davis  fpake  to  me 
for  Land  to  fet  a Church  on.  I told  him 
could  not,  would  not,  put  Mr.  Cotton’s 
Land  to  fuch  an  ufe,  and  befides,  ’twas 
Entail’d.  After,  Mr.  Randolph  faw  me, 
and  had  me  to  his  Houfe  to  fee  the 
Landfcips  of  Oxford  Colledges  and 
Halls.  Left  me  with  Mr.  Ratcliff,  who 
fpoke  to  me  for  Land  at  Cotton-Hill  for 
a Church  which  were  going  to  build : 
I told  him  I could  not,  firft  becaufe  I 
would  not  fet  up  that  which  the  People 
of  N.  E.  came  over  to  avoid:  2'^*  the 
Land  was  Entail’d.” 

Ibid.,  Friday,  April  6. 
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There  being  apparently  no  profpe6l  of  relief  from  the 
arbitrary  meafures  of  Governor  Andros  and  the  Council, 
Rev.  Increafe  Mather  decided  to  go  to  England,  hoping 
that  through  the  influence  of  the  diffenting  bodies,  which 
were  then  being  courted  both  by  the  King  and  his  oppo- 
nent, formerly  his  firm  ally,  the  Church  of  England,  fome- 
thing  might  be  accomplifhed.^^^  This  flep  Randolph  tried 
to  prevent,  but  unfuccefsfully.  Mr.  Mather  avoided  the  fer- 
vice  of  a writ  of  arrefl:  iffued  againfl;  him  by  Randolph,  and, 
efcaping  on  board  a fhip,  failed  for  England  on  April  7th, 
reaching  Weymouth  on  May  8th,  and  London  on  the  25th.^^^ 

The 


Hijlory  of  Etiglanf  by  T.  B. 
Macaulay,  ed.  i86i,  Vol.  II.  p.  157. 
“ Then  followed  an  audlion,  the  ftran- 
geft  that  hiftory  has  recorded.  On  one 
fide  the  King,  on  the  other  the  Church, 
began  to  bid  eagerly  againft  each  other 
for  the  favour  of  thofe  whom  up  to  that 
time  King  and  Church  had  combined 
to  opprefs.  The  Proteftant  Difienters, 
who,  a few  months  before,  had  been  a 
defpifed  and  profcribed  clafs,  now  held 
the  balance  of  power.” 

Cotton  Mather’s  Parentator^  1724,  p. 
107.  “The  Superior  Gentle77ien  in  the 
Opprefied  Country,  thought  that  a Well- 
qualified  PerfoTi^  goiiig  over  with  the 
Addreffes  of  the  churches  to  the  King, 
might  by  the  Help  of  fuch  ProieJlaTit 
DiJfeTiters  as  the  King  began  upon  Po- 
litical Views  to  caft  a fair  Afpe6f  upon, 
Obtain  fome  Relief  to  the  Growing  Dif- 
trefles  of  the  Country  ; and  Mr.  Mather 
was  the  Perfon  that  was  pitch’d  upon.” 
Diary  of  Sa77tuel  Sew  all.  “March 
30,  1688.  Mr.  Larkin  fought  after  Mr. 
Mather  this  week  to  Arreft  him.  Mr. 
Mather  on  Tuefday  was  taking  Phyfick 
and  fo  was  free,  and  fince  hath  purpofely 
avoided  him.  I am  told  Mr.  Mather 


left  his  Houfe  and  the  Town  and  went 
to  Capt.  Phillips’s  at  Charleftown,  Sab- 
bath Ap.  I.  To  Aaron  Way’s  by  Hogg- 
Ifland,  Tuefday  Ap.  3,  at  night  from 
Aaron  Way’s  to  the  Boat  near  Mr. 
Newgate’s  Landing-Place,  fo  through 
Crooked- Lane  and  Pulling  Point  Got  to 
Mr.  Ruck’s  fifhing-Catch,  thence  to  the 
Prefident,  Capt.  Arthur  Tanar’s  Ship. 
Ap.  py  fails  about  10  aclock,  a fiiallop 
follows  quickly  after,  which,  ’tis  faid 
to  prevent  Mr.  Mather’s  getting  on 
Board.” 

Cotton  Mather  fays  in  his  Parenta- 
tor.,  1724,  p.  105:  “Something  muft 
be  done  to  ftop  the  Intended  Voyage. 
RaTtdolph  muft  be  the  Tool.  Mr. 
Mather  waited  on  Sir  Ed77io7id  Androfs.^ 
the  Governor  and  Oppreflbr  of  New 
E7iglandj  and  acquainted  him,  That  he 
defigned  a Voyage  for  Londoft.  He 
alfo  gave  the  Country  notice  of  his 
Voyage,  in  a Sermon  at  the  Great 
Ledture.  Hereupon  Ra7idolph  again, 
affifted  by  one  ’Pothecary  Bulliva7ii  a 
memorable  Juftice  (and  fo7nethi7ig  elje  !) 
Privately  fent  an  officer  to  Arreft  him 
once  more  (^fuch  the  Equity  of  thofe 
Twtes /)  upon  the  former  ARion  of 

Defai7iatio7i ; 
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The  expenfes  of  the  government  being  greater  than  the 
receipts,  it  became  neceffary  to  devife  means  to  meet  the 
deficiency;  accordingly,  being  authorized  by  the  King,  an 
a6l  was  paffed  by  the  Council  on  February  15th  “for  addi- 
tional Duties  of  Imports  and  Excife,  for  the  better  collefting 
and  fecuring  his  Majerty’s  Revenue.”  The  a6l  for  regu- 
lating the  choice  of  feledlmen  and  rertraining  town  meetings, 
paffed  on  March  1 7th,^^®  was  followed  on  the  24th  by  “ an 

Aa 


Defamation ; the  Report  flying  like 
Lightening  about  the  Solicitous  Town, 
it  foon  reached  Mr.  MatheRs  Ears  who 
then  kept  upon  his  Guard.  Mr.  Mather 
withdrew  Privately  from  his  Houfe  in 
a changed  Habit  unto  the  Houfe  of 
Colonel  Philips  in  CharleJlo’W7i : in 
which  withdraw,  it  is  remarkable  that  a 
Wicked  Fellow,  whofe  name  was  Thur- 
toti,  and  who  was  placed  as  under 
fheriff  to  Watch  him  and  Seize  him,  if 
he  ftirr’d  abroad  now  faw  him  and  knew 
him,  and  yet  found  himfelf  ftruck  with 
fuch  an  Enfeebling  Terror,  that  he  had 
no  power  to  meddle  with  him.  From 
thence  he  was  by  certain  well-difpofed 
young  men  of  his  Flock  tranfported 
unto  Minnefimffiet ; And  from  thence 
he  went  aboard  a ketch,”  etc. 

Hijlory  of  New  England.,  by  J.  G. 
Palfrey,  ed.  1864,  Vol.  III.  p.  549,  note. 
“ Andros  fent  home  an  eflimate  of  the 
expenfes  of  his  government  (^^4520. 
17. 1 1)  annually,  leaving  a deficit  of 
feven  hundred  pounds.  He  was  ac- 
cordingly authorized  in  a letter  from 
the  King  of  November  nth,  1687,  to  im- 
pofe  fuch  rates  and  taxes  as  he  and  his 
Council  fhall  think  proper  and  colledl 
them  from  the  feveral  counties.” 

The  A6t  is  given  in  ConnePlicut  Colo- 
nial Records.,  Vol.  III.  p.  433,  No.  16, 
for  every  pipe  of  Fayal  wines  or  wines 


of  the  Weftern  Iflands  an  additional 
fum  of  twenty  fhillings;  for  every  pipe 
of  Madeira  wines  fixteen  fhillings  and 
eight  pence ; for  every  pipe  of  Sherry, 
Sack,  Malaga,  Canary,  Tent,  and  Ali- 
cant  ten  fhillings  ; retailers  to  pay  the 
excife  of  one  fhilling  for  every  gallon 
inflead  of  fifty  fhillings  per  pipe,  an  ad- 
ditional excife  of  four  pence  for  every 
gallon  of  Brandy,  Rum,  or  other  dif- 
tilled  waters,  and  for  every  barrel  of 
Beer,  Ale,  or  Cider  an  additional  excife 
of  one  fhilling  and  three  pence.  Every 
one  concealing  liquors  in  his  houfe  and 
felling  them  to  retailers  was  liable  to 
confifcation  of  the  goods  and  a fine  of 
twenty  pounds.  The  ports  appointed 
for  the  delivery  of  goods  were  Bolton, 
Salem,  Portfmouth,  Briflol,  Newport, 
New  London,  Saybrook,  New  Haven, 
Milford,  Fairfield,  and  Stamford. 

ConnePlicut  Coloftial  Records, 
Vol.  III.  p.  427. 

Samuel  Sewall  fays  in  his  Diary, 
under  date  of  March  16:  “The  order  is 
pafTd  about  Sele6t-Men,  to  be  of  an 
even  number,  not  exceed  Eight  any 
where ; if  any  refufe,  Juftices  to  fupply. 
To  make  Rates  approv’d  by  Juftices. 
To  be  chofen  the  3*^  Monday  in  May, 
not  to  meet  at  any  other  time  on  any 
pretence  whatfoever,  i.  e.  the  Town. 
Publilhed  March  19.” 
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A6l  for  fettling  the  Militia,”  ordering,  with  certain  exceptions, 
“ all  above  fixteen  years  of  age  to  be  lifted  in  foot  or  horfe,” 
and  to  be  liable  to  duty  under  penalty,  and  in  cafe  the  fines 
are  not  fufficient  to  pay  the  charges  the  towns  are  to  pay 
the  refl/^^  An  a6l  was  alfo  paffed  “ concerning  Pedlars,” 
preventing  them  from  palling  from  town  to  town  under  a 
heavy  penalty/^® 

The  church  troubles  were  not  yet  ended.  Sir  Edmund 
having  made  up  his  mind  to  hold  the  fervices  of  the  Church 
of  England  “ firfl  on  Sabbath-days  in  our  Meetinghoufe,”^^^ 
a pro  tell  was  made  againfl  fuch  aftion,  and  Sewall  accom- 
panied by  Captain  Frary  went  to  Randolph’s  office  to  meet 
the  Governor  and  expoflulate  with  him.  The  interview 
was  an  exciting  one.  Finally  the  Governor  promifed  that 

the 


Conne^icut  Colonial  Records^  Vol. 
III.  An  A6l  for  fettling  the  Militia, 
No.  15.  24  March,  1687-8.  Captains  to 
provide  drums,  trumpets,  and  colors ; 
in  cafe  of  poverty  arms  are  to  be  fur- 
nifhed  conditionally  ; troops  to  be  exer- 
cifed  three  times  at  leaft  every  year  ; 
rolls  of  companies  to  be  given  to  the 
Governor  as  Captain  General ; among 
thofe  exempted  from  fervice  are  coun- 
cillors, minifters,  Prefident,  P'ellows,  and 
ftudents  of  Harvard  College,  fchool- 
mafters,  phylicians,  etc.  ; no  mafter  of  a 
Ihip  to  fire  a gun  after  eight  o’clock  in 
the  night  under  penalty  of  forty  fhil- 
lings  for  every  gun  fired. 

Ibid.  “Whereas  many  perfons 
have  lately  taken  upon  them  the  prac- 
tice of  peddlers  and  petty  chapmen, 
paffing  from  town  to  town  vending  fun- 
dry  wares,  and  that  which  is  unfervice- 
able  at  exceffive  rates  to  the  great 
detriment  of  the  fettled  trade  of  this 
country,  for  prevention  whereof  ” the 


pedler  and  his  goods  were  to  be 
feized  and  he  tranfported  from  conftable 
to  conftable  until  he  is  lodged  in  the 
jail  of  the  county  to  which  he  belongs, 
and  upon  condition  to  pay  a fine  of  ten 
pounds,  one  half  to  go  to  the  govern- 
ment and  the  other  half  to  the  in- 
former. In  M ajfachufetts  Archives., 
Vol.  CXXVI.  p.  I9i,is  found  a draft  of 
“Fees  in  the  Tryall  of  Small  Caufes 
and  in  infe’’  Courts.” 

On  26  March  Gov.  Andros  wrote  to 
Mr.  Allyn  : “ My  owne  indifpofition,  as 
well  as  late  extreame  Ioffe  [death  of 
Lady  Andros]  have  occafioned  my  not 
forwarding  the  fettling  the  poft,  as  I 
hope  it  may  be,  to  be  regular.”  Con- 
nellic7it  Colonial  Records.,  Vol.  III. 
p.  441. 

Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.  “June 
22.  This  day  Mrs.  Joyliff  and  Mrs.  Gre- 
cian goe  to  his  Excellency  and  expoftu- 
lat  with  him  about  his  Defign.” 
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the  fervices  fhould  begin  as  early  as  eight  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  and  “ have  done  by  nine.” 

Although  all  oppofition  feemed  to  be  quelled,  there  was 
flill  an  undercurrent  of  hoftility  to  the  government,  which 
fliowed  itfelf  occafionally  on  the  furface.  Some  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Springfield  ufed  language  which  was  deemed 
treafonable,  and  orders  were  given  at  once  to  make  in- 
quiries as  to  its  rebellious  charafter.^^^  ^ 


150  Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.  “ Sat- 
terday,  June  23.  Capt.  Frary  and  I goe 
to  his  Excellency  at  the  Secretaries 
Office,  and  there  defired  that  He  would 
not  alter  his  time  of  meeting,  and  that 
Mr.  Willard  contented  to  no  fuch  thing, 
neither  did  he  count  that  ’twas  in  his 
power  fo  to  doe.  Mr.  Weft  faid  he 
went  not  to  aik  Mr.  Willard  leave.  His 
Excellency  afked  who  the  Houfe  be- 
long’d to ; we  told  Him  the  Title  to  the 
House  was  on  Record.  His  Excellency 
turned  to  Mr.  Graham  and  faid,  Mr. 
Attorney  we  will  have  that  look’d  into. 
Governor  faid  if  Mr  Willard  not  the 
Parfon,  fo  great  an  Affembly  muft  be 
confidered.  We  faid  He  was  M after 
of  the  Affembly,  but  had  no  power  to 
difpofe  of  the  Houfe,  neither  had  oth- 
ers, for  the  Deed  expreffed  the  Ufe 
’twas  to  be  put  to.  Governor  com- 
plain’d of  our  long  flaying  Sabbath- 
day  fenight ; faid  ’twas  the  Lord’s  Sup- 
per, and  [he]  had  promifed  to  go  to 
ibme  other  Houfe  on  fuch  dayes  ; Mr. 
Randolph  faid  he  knew  of  no  fuch 
promife,  and  the  Governor  feemed 
angry,  and  faid  He  would  not  fo  break 
his  word  for  all  the  Maffachufetts  Col- 
ony, and  therefore,  to  avoid  miftakes, 
muff  give  in  writing  what  we  had  to  fay ; 
we  anfwered,  Mr.  Randolph  brought 
not  any  writing  to  thofe  he  fpake  to. 
Governor  faid  we  rent  off  from  the  old 
Church  againft  the  Government,  and 


the  Land  the  Houfe  flood  on  was 
bought  clandeftinely,  and  that  one 
fhould  fay  he  would  defend  the  work 
with  his  Company  of  Soldiers.  Men- 
tioned folks  backwardnefs  to  give,  and 
the  unreafonablenefs ; becaufe  if  any 
ftinking  filthy  thing  were  in  the  Houfe 
we  would  give  fomething  to  have  it 
carried  out,  but  would  not  give  to  build 
them  an  houfe  : faid  came  from  Eng- 
land to  avoid  fuch  and  fuch  things, 
therefore  could  not  give  to  fet  them  up 
here : and  the  Biffiops  would  have 
thought  ftrange  to  have  been  afk’d  to 
contribute  towards  fetting  up  the  New- 
England  Churches.  Governour  faid 
God  willing  they  would  begin  at  Eight 
in  the  Morning,  and  have  done  by  Nine  : 
we  faid  ’twould  hardly  be  fo  in  the  win- 
ter. Mr.  Graham  faid  if  they  had  their 
Service  by  Candle-Light  what  was  that 
to  any  : And  that  the  Service  appointed 
by  the  Church  for  morning  could  not 
be  held  after  noon.” 

“July  I.  Governour  takes  his  old 
time  again  after  our  coming  out,  and  Sir 
William  Phips’s  chaplain  preaches.” 

Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol. 
CXXVIll.  p.  279.  22  June,  1688. 

“ Severall  ryotous  and  outragious  a£ls 
have  been  lately  done  and  committed, 
as  alfo  feverall  rude  and  abufive  words 
and  fpeeches  fpoaken  and  uttered  re- 
fle<5ling  on  his  Ma‘‘®^  authority  and  gov- 
ernment.” The  accufed  were  to  be 
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In  the  mean  time  Rev.  Increafe  Mather  was  exerting 
himfelf  in  England  to  induce  James  II.  to  corredl  the 
grievances  under  which  Maflachufetts  was  fuffering.  Al- 
though he  had  feveral  interviews  with  the  King,  who  ap- 
pears to  have  received  him  gracioufly,  and  even  promifed 
that  there  fhould  be  a “ Magna  Charta  for  Liberty  of  Con- 
fcience,”  nothing  was  done,  and  no  orders  were  given  to  Sir 
Edmund  Andros,  who  flill  continued  to  carry  out  his  policy 
unchecked.^^^ 

Writs  of  intrufion  were  brought  againft  fome  of  the  prin- 
cipal perfons  in  the  Colony,  who  refufed  to  petition  for 
patents,^^^  and  even  the  pofition  of  Councillor  was  no  protec- 
tion.^^^  On  June  2 2d,^^^  the  remonftrants  to  Randolph’s 

petition 


bound  over  for  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Superior  Court. 

Andros  TraSls^  Vol.  III.pp.  131- 
144.  Account  of  the  interviews  of  Mr. 
Mather  with  the  King,  taken  from  Cot- 
ton Matheds  Parentator.  The  fub- 
ftance  of  the  petitions  prefented  is 
found  in  Hutchinfon' s Hijiory  of  Maffa- 
chnfetts  Bay^  Vol.  I.  p.  368,  2d  ed. 
The  colonifts  prayed  to  be  quieted  in 
their  poffeflions  ; liberty  of  confcience 
allowed,  and  their  meeting-houfes  to  be 
left  free  to  them  ; Harvard  College  to 
be  left  in  the  hands  of  a Preiident  and 
Fellows  as  formerly  ; all  towns  to  man- 
age their  own  affairs ; no  laws  to  be 
made  or  money  raifed  without  the  con- 
fent  of  a general  alfembly.  The  claufe 
concerning  a general  alfembly  having 
been  ftruck  out  by  Lord  Sunderland,  the 
agents,  Mr.  Mather,  Samuel  Nowell, 
and  Elifha  Hutchinfon,  begged  that  the 
Council  fhould  confift  of  landed  proprie- 


tors in  the  Colony,  until  an  alfembly 
fhould  be  granted.  Mr.  Mather  wrote : 
“ both  my  Culpepper  & S>^  Richard 
White  have  told  us  this  week  that  y® 
K.  is  refolved  to  grant  us  a Generali 
alfembly.” 

In  the  Memorial  of  the  Dilfenters  of 
New  England  prefented  to  the  King  by 
Mr.  Mather,  2 July,  1688,  it  was  afferted 
that  “ the  fervice  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land had  bin  forced  into  their  Meeting 
Houfes,  and  that  the  lands  of  the  Dif- 
fenters  are  given  to  fuch  as  are  of  the 
Church  of  England.”  See  Maffachu- 
felts  Archives^  Vol.  CCXLII.  p.  348. 
Ibid.^  p.  347,  for  the  petition  to  James 
II.  to  grant  a charter  to  Harvard  Col- 
lege. Ibid.^  Vol.  CVI.  p.  369,  forllate- 
ment  of  the  privileges  of  New  England. 

Hiftory  of  M affachufetts  Bay,  by 
T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  369. 

154  Andros  TraBs,  Vol.  I.  p.  94. 
“ Writs  of  Intrufion  were  ilfued  out 

againft 


155  M affachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  CXXVIII.  p.  2.Z\,pofi. 
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petition  for  land  in  Cambridge  were  fummoned  to  appear 
on  the  28th ; at  which  date  the  Council  ordered  a furvey  to 
be  made  and  a draft  returned  to  the  Secretary’s  office, 
which  was  equivalent  to  a grant  of  the  land  in  queftion  to 
Randolph.  While  preffimg  his  own  demands,  he  did  not 
hefitate  to  denounce  the  aftion  of  Weft  and  Palmer  in  de- 
ceiving the  people  of  Maine,  who  were  forced  to  pay  to 
them  conftderable  fums  for  the  confirmation  of  their  lands, 
which  Sir  Edmund  pronounced  to  be  illegal  when  he  vilited 
the  Province.  The  confternation  of  the  people  can  be  im- 
agined, when  they  found  they  muft  pay  for  a fecond  con- 
firmation. Randolph  writes,  after  his  return  from  Maine, 
where  he  had  joined  the  Governor,  “ the  poor  have  been 
very  much  oppreffed.  Capt.  Palmer  and  Mr.  Weft  laid  out 
for  themfelves  fuch  large  lotts,  and  Mr.  Graham  tho’  not 
there  had  a child’s  portion;  I think  fome  have  8 or  10000 
acres ; I hear  not  of  one  penny  rent  comeing  in  to  the  King 

from 


againlt  Coll.  Shrimpton,  Mr.  Samuel 
Seawall,  and  we  know  not  how  many 
more  befides  under  the  pretence  that 
their  lands  belonged  to  King  James.” 
The  legal  papers  in  the  cafe  of  Shrimp- 
ton  again  ft  the  King  are  found  in  Maf- 
fachufetts  Archives.,  Vol.  CXXIX.  pp. 
228-234. 

On  June  2oth  Mr.  William  Stoughton 
petitioned  for  confirmation  of  land  at 
Dorchefter.  MaJ[fachufeits  Archives, 
Vol.  CXXVIII.  p.  272.  On  June  23d  a 
warrant  for  a grant  of  a farm  of  180 
acres  at  Sherburn,  Middlefex  Co., 
was  given  in  favor  of  Col.  Jofeph  Dud- 
ley, the  quit  rent  of  which  was  to  be  only 
one  {hilling.  Ibid.,  Vol.  CXXIX.  p.  12. 
On  July  14th  a writ  of  intrufion  for  Hog 
Ifland  was  ferved  on  Samuel  Sewall. 
On  the  24th  he  petitioned  Sir  Edmund 


to  grant  him  confirmation  of  the  ifland, 
“ to  be  holden  of  His  Majefty,  His  Heirs 
and  Succeffors,  upon  fuch  moderate 
Quit  Rent  as  your  Excellency  fhall 
pleafe  to  order.”  Ibid.,  Vol.  CXXIX. 
p.  no. 

Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol. 
CXXIX.  p.  12.  Council  meeting,  28 
June,  1688,  pojl.  Probably  at  this  meet- 
ing was  prefented  the  Petition  of  Lynn, 
dated  2 April,  figned  by  over  feventy 
names,  begging  that  the  land  at  N ah  ant 
fhould  be  confirmed  to  the  town  upon 
payment  of  a moderate  quit  rent.  Ibid., 
Vol.  CXXVII.  p.  178,  under  date  of 
28  June.  At  the  fame  meeting  the 
Council  ordered  that  the  fhip  Johanna 
feized  in  New  England  fhould  be  re- 
ftored  to  Philip  Severett.  Ibid.,  Vol. 
CXXIX.  p.  I. 
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from  them  who  have  their  grantes  confirmed  at  Yorke,  and 
this  ^.s,  an  hundred  acres  was  only  a fham  upon  the  people. 
Mr.  Graham  and  his  family  are  fettled  in  Bofton,  he  is  made 
attourney  generall  and  now  the  Governor  is  fafe  in  his  New 
York  confidents,  all  others  being  flrangers  to  his  councill. 
My  coufin  Mafon  can  make  no  progrefs  in  his  bufinefs,  he 
has  attempted  to  try  his  title  at  Pifcataqua,  but  has  been  de- 
layed by  the  judges,  and  the  inhabitants  are  far  more  obfti- 
nate  than  formerly,  Mr.  Weft  having  told  fome  of  them  that 
his  title  is  little  worth.  All  Mr.  Weft  aimes  at  is  to  have 
the  paffing  grantes  for  all  Mr.  Mafon’s  lands,  and  neither 
he  nor  Graham  will  allow  that  he  has  power  to  make  a 
grante  to  any  tennant ; They  are  for  leiving  him  out  of  all. 
The  newes  of  the  diffenters  being  indulged  and  taken  into 
favour  at  home  encouraged  this  people,  and  the  judges  will 
not  give  a caufe  for  the  King.  They  now  difpute  his  Ex- 
cellency’s grants  and  plead  either  poffeffion  or  Indian  pur- 
chafe  in  barr  of  it.  The  addition  of  New  Yorke  to  this 
government  does  very  much  inlarge  our  bounds  and  may 
be  of  greate  fervice  to  the  crowne,  but  they  have  been 
fqueezed  dry  by  Colonell  Dongan  and  his  agents  Weft  and 
Graham  that  there  is  little  good  to  be  done.  ’Twas  not 
well  done  of  Palmer  and  Weft  to  tear  all  in  pieces  that  was 
fettled  and  granted  at  Pemmaquid  by  Sir  Edmund,  that  was 
the  fceene  where  they  placed  and  difplaced  at  pleafure,  and 
were  as  arbitrary  as  the  great  Turke;  fome  of  the  firft  fet- 
tlers  of  that  eafterne  country  were  denyed  grants  of  their 
own  lands.”  In  the  fame  letter  he  defcribes  the  feizure 

by 

Hutchinfon^s  Collection  of  Papers^  Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  304.  Ran- 
dolph to  Povey,  21  June,  i6SS,pq/l. 
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by  Sir  Edmund  of  the  houfe  and  furniture  of  a Frenchman 
by  the  name  of  Caftine,  or  St.  Caftine  as  it  is  fometimes 
written,  living  on  territory  claimed  to  be  Englifli,  which 
brought  on  a conflidl  with  the  Indians,  with  whom  Caftine 
was  allied  by  marriage.  The  conflidl  was  fatal  to  many  of 
the  Englifh  fettlers,  and  was  one  of  the  caufes  of  Sir  Ed- 
mund’s overthrow,  by  increafing  his  unpopularity. 

The  reports  which  had  reached  Bofton  that  New  York 
and  the  Jerfeys  were  to  be  annexed  to  the  Dominion  of 
New  England  were  confirmed  by  the  arrival  on  July  5th  of 
a commiflion  to  Mr.  Randolph  to  be  Secretary  of  the  whole 
Territory.^^  Accompanying  the  commiflion  was  a letter 
from  Mr.  Povey  faying  I “ do  not  underhand  your  meaning 
aD  a patent  for  life  not  having  heard  of  it  before  it  being 
not  granted  now  in  any  cafe.”^^^  The  next  day  Sir  William 
Phips,  who  had  been  in  Bofton  fince  June  ift,^^®  was  fworn  to 
the  office  of  Provoft  Marfhal  General, he  having  folicited 

and 


Documents  of  Colonial  Hijlory  of 
Rlew  York.,  Vol.  III.  p.  536.  “The  7 
April,  1688,  a commiffion  pafled  the 
Great  Seale  appointing  S'”  Edmund  An- 
dros Capt  Gen*  and  Governour  in  chief 
of  the  MalTachufetts  Bay,  New  Ply- 
mouth, New  Hampfhire,  Main,  the 
Narraganfett  Country,  Road  Ifland, 
Connedlicut,  New  York,  and  Eaft  & 
Weft  Jerfey.” 

2oth  April,  1688.  “ Commiflion  was 

granted  to  Capt,  Francis  Nicholfon  to 
be  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  faid 
colony  of  New  England.” 

Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.  “Thorfday, 
July  5**^.  This  day  Foy  arrives,  brings 
a Comiflion  for  Capt.  Nicholfon  to 
be  Lieut.  Governor ; New  York  to  be 
auexed  to  this  Government.  Mr.  Ran- 


dolph, a new  Commiffion  to  be  Secre- 
tary of  the  whole  Dominion.” 

Maffachufetts  Archives.,  Vol. 
CXXVIII.  p.  167.  Letter  from  J. 
Povey  to  Edward  Randolph,  25  April, 
1688,  pofl. 

Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.  “ i June, 
1688.  By  that  time  we  got  home,  we 
heard  that  Sir  William  came  in  his 
Pinace  from  Portfmouth  this  day. 
Many  of  the  Town  gone  to  Complement 
Him.  Sabbath,  June  3.  Sir  William 
not  abroad  in  the  forenoon,  in  the 
afternoon  hears  Mr.  Mather ; fo  the 
Whitfuntiders  [Church  of  England  con- 
gregationj  have  not  his  company.” 

Maffachufetts  Archives.,  Vol. 
CXXIX.  p.  30.  “The  Oath  was  ap- 
proved in  Councill  y®  6**^  of  July  1688 
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and  obtained  in  England  that  pofition,  at  a confiderable 
expenfe,  in  order  to  check  the  undue  adminiftration  of  juf- 
tice,  the  juries  being  chofen  of  perfons  not  properly  quali- 
fied, by  fheriffs  who  in  turn  owed  their  appointment  to  Sir 
Edmund/®^  Sir  William  had  written  on  June  30th  afking 
“ that  all  fheriffs  be  difmiffed  and  receive  their  deputations 
from  the  Provofi;  Marfhall,”  which  if  carried  out  would 
have  adfed  as  a check  upon  Sir  Edmund’s  authority.  This 
requefl  was  undoubtedly  refufed  by  the  Council,  for  on  July 
7th  Randolph  teffified  to  Governor  Andros  that  “being 
in  company  with  S'"  William  Phips  this  day  amongfl  other 
difcourfe  hee  fayd  he  heard  twas  Coll.  Mafon  & myfelfe 
oppofed  the  fetting  afide  the  fheriffs ; that  he  would  fett 
mee  forth  in  my  colors  & was  going  home  & would  make  it 
known.” 


& adminiftred  to  S*'  W"*  Phips  Provoft 
Marfhall  Generali  of  this  Dominion  ap- 
pointed by  his  Ma‘‘®^  Letters  Patents.” 
Magnalia  Chrijti  Afnericana^  by 
Cotton  Mather,  ed.  1820,  Vol.  I.  p.  160. 
Sir  William  Phips  obtained  “ with  ex- 
pence of  fome  hundreds  of  guineas  a 
Paterit  which  conftituted  him  high 
Jheriff  of  that  country  hoping  by  his 
deputies  in  that  office  to  fupply  the 
Country  ftill  with  confcientious  juries, 
which  was  the  only  method  that  the 
New  Englanders  had  left  them  to 
fecure  anything  that  was  dear  unto 
them.” 

In  the  “Revolution  in  New  England 
juftified,”  in  Andros  Trails ^ Vol.  I.  p. 
74,  Sherlock,  the  High  Sheriff  appointed 
by  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  is  called  “a 
ftranger  in  the  Countrey  and  had  no 
Eftate  there,  during  his  Shrievalty  he 
impanelled  Juries  of  ftrangers,  who 
had  no  Freehold  in  that  Countrey,  and 
extorted  unreafonable  Fees.” 


Majfachufetts  Archives^  Vol. 
CXXIX.  p.  14.  Letter  of  Sir  William 
Phips  to  Governor  Andros  concerning 
the  office  of  Provoft  Marffial,  30  June, 
1688. 

Ibid.,  p.  29.  Mr.  Randolph’s  tefti- 
mony  as  to  words  of  Sir  William  Phips, 
7 July,  1688, 

If  Cotton  Mather  is  to  be  believed, 
there  was  a defign  to  get  rid  of  Sir 
William  Phips  by  affaffmation.  See 
his  Magnalia,  Vol.  I.  p.  160.  “the 
infamous  government  then  rampant 
there,  found  a way  wholly  to  put  by  the 
execution  of  this  patent,  yea,  he  was  like 
to  have  had  his  perfon  affaffinated  in 
the  face  of  the  fun,  before  his  own  door, 
which  with  fome  further  defigne  then 
in  his  mind  caufed  him  within  a few 
weeks  to  take  another  voyage  to  Eng- 
landl^ 

Diary  of  Satnuel  Sewall.  “ Monday 
July  16.  Sir  William’s  Frigot  and  the 
Swan  fet  fail.” 
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On  the  19th,  Sir  Edmund’s  new  commiffion  “was  pub- 
liflied  with  great  parade  from  the  balcony  of  the  town- 
houfe,”^®^  and  on  the  30th  he  ftarted/^®  accompanied  by 
Randolph  and  others,  to  take  formal  poffeffion  of  his  en- 
larged territory.  Before  leaving  Bofton,  Randolph,  having 
made  John  Well  his  deputy  fecretary  for  the  new  Dominion, 
who  took  his  oath  in  Council  on  the  20th, prefented  on 
the  26th  a petition  that  Sir  Edmund  might  grant  him  a 
traft  of  land  containing  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  at  New- 
port, Rhode  Ifland,  and  alfo  one  thoufand  acres  in  the  fame 

region 


Andros’s  inftru(5lions,  i6  April, 
1688,  are  found  in  Rhode  IJland  Colonial 
Records.,  Vol.  III.  p.  248.  The  Council 
to  confift  of  forty-two  members  ; the 
new  names  were  Anthony  Brockhol 
[Brockholft],  Frederick  Philipfe,  James 
Baxter,  Stephen  Courtland,  John  Young, 
John  Spragg,  Nicholas  Bayard  John 
Palmer,  William  Brown,  Jr.,  Simon 
Linds.  They  are  fimilar  to  his  former 
inftruflions.  The  jurifdidtion  to  ex- 
tend from  40°  north  to  St.  Croix  River 
eaftward,  and  thence  northward  to  the 
river  of  Canada,  to  be  called  “our  ter- 
ritory and  dominion  of  New  England.” 
See  alfo  New  York  Colonial  Docu- 
ments., Vol.  III.  p.  543;  alfo  Hutchin- 
foji’s  M affachufetts  Bay.,  2ded.,  Vol.  I. 
P-371- 

Sewall  wrote  to  Mather  on  July  24: 
“ There  was  a Gallery  erefted  laft 
Thurfday  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  Town- 
Houfe  from  whence  His  Excellency’s 
new  coiuiffion  was  publifhed.”  Majfa- 
chufetts  Hijlorical  Society  CollePlions., 
Fourth  Series,  Vol.  VIII.  p.  517.  He 
alfo  notes  in  his  Diary'.  “ Thorfday, 
July  19th.  Eight  Companies  in  Arms, 
and  Sir  Edmund’s  Comiffion  is  pub- 
lifhed,  extending  his  authority  from  the 


remoteft  eaftern  parts  fo  as  to  take  in 
Eaft  and  Weft  Jerfey.” 

On  the  fame  day,  the  19th,  Governor 
Andros  iflued  a “ Proclamation  for  the 
Continueing  of  all  officers  in  their  re- 
fpective  places,”  throughout  the  entire 
new  Dominion.  See  MaJ/achu/etts  Ar- 
chives, Vol.  CXXIX.  p.  72.  For  the 
oath  taken  by  members  of  the  Council 
on  July  20th,  fee  Ibid.,  p.  91 : “You  ffiall 
in  all  things  to  be  moved  treated  and 
debated  in  Councill  faithfully  & truly 
declare  yo!  mind  & opinion  according 
to  your  hart  & confcience,”  etc. 

Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.  “ Mon- 
day, July  30th,  with  many  others  I 
went  to  Dedham  to  accompany  his  Ex- 
cellency in  his  way  to  New  York  and 
Jerfey:  who  goes  to  take  the  Govern- 
ment of  thofe  places.” 

Capt.  Nicholfon,  in  a letter  to  be  found 
in  New  Yo7'k  Colo7iial  Docu7nents,  Vol. 
III.  p.  550,  dated  at  Bofton,  31  Auguft, 
fpeaks  of  Randolph  as  “waiting  upon 
his  Excellency,  and  I fuppofe  will  re- 
turne  with  him.” 

1®'^  Majfachufetts  Archives,  Vol. 
CXXIX.  p.  90.  Oath  of  John  Weft  as 
Deputy  Secretary, 


74  Memoir  of 

region  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon.^®®  On  the  nth  of  Augud;, 
Governor  Andros  and  his  party  arrived  at  New  York/®^ 
where  they  were  met  by  a regiment  of  foot  and  a troop  of 
horfe.  After  the  King’s  commiffion  had  been  read  pub- 
licly at  the  fort  and  at  the  City  Hall,  and  the  feal  of  the 
Province  of  New  York  defaced  and  broken  in  pieces  in 
prefence  of  the  Council,  a proclamation  was  iffued  retaining 
all  officers,  civil  and  military,  in  their  refpedlive  pofitions. 
On  the  15th,  at  Elizabethtown,  Sir  Edmund  took  formal 
poffeffion  of  East  New  Jerfey,  and  on  the  i8th,  at  Burling- 
ton, of  Weft  New  Jerfey.^^®  “ They  all  fhewed  their  great 
fatisfadlion  in  being  under  His  immediate  GovV’^^^ 

From 


Majfachufetts  Archives^  Vol. 
CXXIX.  p.  106.  Petition  of  Ed- 
ward Randolph  for  land  at  Newport, 
Rhode  Ifland,  26  July,  i6?>Z,pofl.  Ibid.^ 
p.  109.  Petition  of  Edward  Randolph 
in  behalf  of  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  26 
July,  i6S8,foyi. 

Letter  of  Andros  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade,  dated  New  York,  061.  4,  1688,  in 
Conneblicut  Colonial  Records^  Vol.  III. 
p.  447- 

Eafl  Jerfey  under  the  Proprietors^ 
publiflied  by  the  New  Jerfey  Hiftorical 
Society,  Vol.  I.  p.  113.  Arrangements 
had  been  made  with  the  King  by  the 
proprietors  of  both  Jerfeys,  fo  that  pro- 
ceedings under  the  Quo  Warranto  were 
no  longer  needed  to  permit  their  union 
with  New  England. 

New  Jerfey  Archives^  Vol.  II.  p.  26. 
Draft  of  furrender  of  government  [faid 
to  have  been  accepted  by  King  James]. 
Among  the  proprietors  were  the  Earl 
of  Perth,  the  Earl  of  Melfort,  and  Wil- 
liam Penn. 

New  York  Colonial  Docuinents^ 
Vol.  III.  p.  567.  Mr.  Randolph  to  the 


Lords  of  Trade,  New  York,  Odtober  8, 
1 688,  pojl. 

In  Vol.  CXXIX.  of  the  Majfachufetts 
Archives^  there  are  feveral  petitions  to 
Gov.  Andros  from  inhabitants  of  New 
Jerfey  and  New  York  for  grants  of 
land  and  confirmation  of  their  titles : 
p.  135  contains  a petition  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  Elizabethtown,  N.  J.,  that  their 
privileges  to  land,  etc.  might  be  con- 
tinued, dated  21  Auguft,  1688  ; p.  160, 
petition  of  John  Baker,  of  fame  place, 
dated  29  Auguft;  p.  171,  petition  of 
John  Decker  and  others  for  land  at 
Efopus,  Ulfter  Co.,  N.  Y. ; p.  184,  peti- 
tion of  John  Kiflam  for  land  at  Hemp- 
ftead.  Long  Ifland ; p.  185,  petition  of 
J.  Ward  about  land  at  Efopus,  dated  13 
September;  p.  186,  petition  of  Stephen 
Lee,  of  Weftfield,  17  September  ; p.  192, 
petition  of  Gerritt  Teunife,  20  Septem- 
ber; p.  193,  petition  of  Francis  Barber 
for  land  at  Staten  Ifland;  p.  196,  peti- 
tion of  Bleeker  of  Albany,  2i  Septem- 
ber ; p.  197,  petition  of  L.  Coles  and 
others  of  Schenectady,  21  September; 
p.  223,  petition  of  John  Elton  for  land 
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From  the  Jerfeys  Randolph  made  a vifit  to  Philadelphia, 
which,  although  only  founded  a few  years  before,  was  already 
fhowing  figns  of  a rapidly  growing  profperity.  Upon  re- 
turning to  New  York  he  found  great  rejoicing  over  the 
birth  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  news  of  which,  having 
reached  Bofton  on  Augufl:  the  i6th,^^^  was  tranfmitted  by 
exprefs  to  Sir  EdmundF^ 

Having  fettled  the  affairs  of  government  in  an  apparently 
fatisfaftory  manner,  Randolph  afling  an  important  part,  as 
is  indicated  by  letters  addreffed  to  him,^”^  Sir  Edmund,  ac- 
companied by  about  fifty  foldiers  and  feveral  of  the  Council, 
left  New  York  for  Albany  on  the  30th  of  Augufl,  having 
held  the  day  before  a meeting  of  the  Council  for  confirming 
the  taxes  levied  by  Governor  Dongan,  but  not  colledledd'^ 

The 


in  Ulfter  County;  p.  225,  petition  of 
Nat.  Pearfall  of  Hempftead,  Long  Ifl- 
and,  4 Odtober.  There  are  various  other 
petitions  in  reference  to  land. 

Diary  of  Samuel  Sew  all.  “ Thurf- 
day  Aug  16.  About  9 in  the  night 
news  comes  from  Salem  by  a velTel 
from  Holland  that  the  Queen  was  de- 
liver’d of  a Prince  June  lo^*",  fo  from  ii 
to  I or  2 is  Drumming,  Bonfire,  Huzas, 
fmall  and  great  Guns,  Ringing  of  Bells. 

New  York  Colonial  Documents., 
Vol.  III.  p.  554.  Letter  of  Andros  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  from  New  York,  4 O6I0- 
ber,  1688.  “By  exprefs  from  Bofton 
the  three  and  twentyeth  had  the  happy 
newes  of  the  birth  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales ; was  folemnized  with  all  the 
demonftrations  of  joy  and  gladnefs  for 
foe  greate  a bleffing.”  A general  thankf- 
giving  to  be  obferved  throughout  the 
entire  territory  was  ordered  the  next 
day,  the  24th,  to  be  kept  in  New  York 
and  vicinity  on  September  2d,  and  four- 


teen days  after  in  other  parts  of  the 
Dominion.  For  the  full  proclamation, 
addreffed  to  “Mr.  Cotton  Mather,  min- 
ifter  in  Bofton,”  fee  Hijiory  of  Mafpa- 
chufetts  Bay,  by  T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  ed., 
Vol.  I.  p.  372.  On  September  16,  guns 
were  fired  during  the  day  at  Bofton, 
and  there  was  a bonfire  at  night.  See 
Diary  of  Saimiel  Sewall. 

MaJfacJmfetts  Archives,  Vol. 
CXXIX.  p.  169.  Letter  of  Robert  Liv- 
ingfton  to  Randolph,  i Sept.  1688,  poji. 
Robert  Livingfton,  fon  of  a Scotch  cler- 
gyman, an  exile  in  Holland,  fettled  in 
Albany  in  1674,  marrying  the  widow  of 
Nicholas  Van  Renffelaer.  Alfo  Ibid., 
p.  236.  Letter  of  John  Skeene  to  Ran- 
dolph, from  Burlington,  7 Odlober, 
1688,  poJl.  Ibid.,  p.  259.  Letter  of 
fame  to  fame,  26  Odioh^r,  pofl.  Ibid., 
p.  248.  Letter  from  Francis  Nicholfon 
to  Randolph,  New  York,  24  Odlober, 
pofl. 

Ibid.,  p.  162.  Meeting  of  Council 

in 
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The  journey  to  Albany  feemed  neceffary  on  account  of  the 
attitude  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Five  Nations/'^®  with  whom 
Andros  had  been  in  friendly  communication  when  Governor 
of  New  York.  News  had  been  received  that  fome  Indians, 
who  were  Englifh  fubjefts,  had  been  killed  in  the  Con- 
neflicut  valley  by  Indians  from  Canada,  inftigated  by  the 
French,  and  five  colonifts  maffacred  at  Northfield,^"^^  while 
the  Indians  at  the  eaflward  feemed  to  be  preparing  for  war. 
On  the  way  up  the  Hudfon  River,  Mr.  Mafon  was  taken  ill 
and  died.  Mr.  Randolph  fpeaks  in  his  letter  of  12th  Sep- 
tember “ of  the  death  of  my  coufin  Mafon,  who  dyed  the  6 
inflant,  and  was  buried  at  Kingftone  upon  this  river.  He 
was  much  troubled  at  the  Great  delayes  in  his  bufmefs  by 
his  pretended  friend  Mr.  Dudley.  His  Excellence  is  much 
concerned  for  his  Ioffe.  We  will  do  the  befl  we  can  for  his 
poor  children.”  Hardly  had  Andros  quieted  the  chiefs 

and 


in  New  York,  29  Auguft,  1688,  pojl^ 
printed  in  Conne5iicut  Colonial  Records^ 
Vol.  III.  p.  447.  There  was  trouble 
between  Sir  Edmund  and  Colonel  Don- 
gan  over  financial  matters,  Andros  re- 
fufing  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  late 
Governor. 

Majfachnjetts  Ar chives ^ Vol. 

CXXIX.  p.  18 1.  Letter  of  Randolph 
from  Fort  Albany,  12  Sept.  \6^S,  pojl. 
“ The  french  Governor  of  Canada  con- 
tinues by  force  or  faire  meanes  to  draw 
to  himfelfe  all  the  five  nations  & to  that 
end  has  now  fent  them  all  prefents. 
’Twill  be  difficult  for  Sir  Edmund  An- 
dros to  reduce  them  to  their  former 
obedience.” 

Diary  of  Safnuel  Seivall.  “Thorf- 
day  Aug.  9.  It  feems  the  Monday  the 
Governor  went  hence  towards  New 
York,  Five  Indians  were  killed  at  Spec- 


tacle Pond  not  far  from  Springfield, 
four  taken  Captive,  two  efcaped.  They 
that  did  the  murder  are  fome  of  our  late 
Enemies  who  have  fince  lived  under 
the  protection  of  the  French.  Capt. 
Nicholfon,  Lieut.  Governor,  returns  to 
Town  from  New  London,  as  is  faid 
upon  this  report  of  the  Indians  flain; 
where  intended  to  have  gone  to  New 
York  and  refided  there.  Augt.  19.  Town 
is  full  of  the  news  of  5 Engliffi  per- 
fons  killed  at  Northfield.”  Randolph 
in  his  letter  of  8 OCtober  fays,  “ Six 
Chriftians  were  murthered  at  North- 
field.” 

Before  his  death,  Mr.  Mafon  had 
obtained  from  Dudley,  the  Chief  Juftice, 
a writ  of  certiorari  direCted  to  the  late 
judges  of  New  Hampfhire,  by  which  his 
caufes  were  to  be  removed  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  whole  territory,  then 

held 
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and  warriors  of  the  Five  Nations  affembled  at  Albany 
when  he  received  from  the  members  of  the  Council  at  Boffcon 
the  news  of  the  troubles  at  the  eaftward,  which  induced 
him  to  hafben  his  return.^^®  Upon  reaching  New  York/^^ 
he  heard  that,  without  authority  from  him,  troops  had  been 
fent  from  Boflon  in  anticipation  of  hoftilities  to  Maine,  which 
he  had  left  in  the  fpring  in  an  apparently  peaceful  ffate. 
Randolph  wrote  from  New  York  on  the  8th  of  Oftober: 
“That  morning  his  Excellence  arrived  at  New  York  from 
Alban}^  he  had  advice  that  men  were  raifed  at  Boflon  with- 
out his  order,  and  fent  to  Cafco  Bay  to  affifl  the  Chriflians 
againft  the  Indians  who  had  committed  fome  diforders  there 
aboutes ; all  which  and  the  uncertainty  of  reports  from  the 
Eaflward,  engages  His  Excellence  to  go  from  N.  Yorke 
overland  to  Boflon  (intending  to  vifite  Northfield  Spring- 
field  and  other  townes  alarum’d  by  thefe  mifchiefes)  to  pre- 
vent 

held  at  Bofton.  See  Capt.  John  Ma-  uel  Shrimpton,  and  Thomas  Treffry, 
yi?;/,  Prince  Society,  p.  123.  dated  ii  Sept.:  “Wee  pray  for  your 

In  the  MaJJachufeits  Archives.,  Vol.  Excelcys  Health,  Difpatch  and  happy 
CXXIX.  p.  193,  is  found  the  warrant  of  returne,”  addrefled  to  Albany.  Ibid.., 
John  Joyliffe,  Treafurer,  to  collect  taxes  p.  185.  Letter  from  Edward  Tyng  at 
in  Bofton  for  paying  county  charges  Falmouth,  now  Portland,  Maine,  dated 
“for  the  killinge  of  woolves,  reparation  13  Sept.,  fpeaking  of  the  probability  of 
of  the  prifon  & bridges  and  other  war.  Ibid.,  p.  194.  Letter  of  Andros 
charges  belonging  to  the  countie,”  from  Albany,  20  Sept.,  faying  he  would 
dated  20  September.  Edward  Ran-  haften  to  New  York  and  thence  to  Bof- 
dolph,  Efq.,  was  aflefted  2®.  6^.  On  the  ton  by  way  of  Hartford. 

2ift  Sept.  Judge  Palmer  arrived  from  Andros  reached  New  York  on  or 

England,  “about  8 weeks  from  the  heiore  i , the  A^ew  Vorh  Colo7iial 
Downs.”  ^ee  Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.  Documents,  Vol.  III.  p.  566,  contain 
For  the  account  of  the  interview  a letter  from  him  to  M.  Denonville, 
of  Andros  with  the  Indians  see  New  dated  the  ift,  afking  that  the  murderers 
York  Colonial  Documents,  Vol.  III.  fhould  be  fecured  and  the  captives  fet 
p.  557.  free,  fo  that  the  good  correfpondency 

Majfachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  between  the  Crowns  of  England  and 
CXXIX.  p.  178.  Letter  to  Andros  France  fhould  continue,  as  had  been 
from  Jofeph  Dudley,  John  Uftier,  Sam-  commanded. 
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vent  a fecond  Indian  warn”  The  efforts  made  to  avoid 
hoflilities  were  unfuccefsful,  as  Sir  Edmund  found  upon  his 
arrival  in  Bofton.^^^  Upon  the  day  of  his  return,  Odtober 
17th,  a large  part  of  the  Epifcopal  Church,  a wooden  flruffure, 
was  raifed,  the  flone  foundation  having  been  already  laid/^^ 
A rumor  having  reached  Bofton  that  Mr.  Mather  had 
been  fuccefsful  in  his  application  to  the  King,^®^  Randolph 

wrote 


York  ColoJiial  Documents^ 
Vol.  III.  p.  567.  Mr.  Randolph  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  8 061.  1688,  poji. 

Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.  “ Tuefday 
Sept.  ii‘.^  Two  and  thirty  men  are 
prelT’d  in  Bofton,  and  6 from  Charleftown 
and  fent  away  to  the  Eaftward,  and  a Poft 
difpatcht  to  acquaint  the  Governour  at 
Albany.  Sept.  18.  Several  perfons  are 
Lifted  of  the  Governor’s  Life-Guard. 
Sept.  25.  A Prefs  in  Bofton  of  16 
men  to  fend  Eaftward ; feyeral  being 
kill’d  by  the  Indians,  which  news  was 
at  Newbury  on  Monday  morn.” 

Dudley  wrote,  9 06tober,  1688,  to 
Andros  on  his  homeward  journey  he 
was  forry  that  what  had  been  done  at 
the  eaftward  had  not  met  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Governor,  but  warlike 
meafures  feemed  necelTary.  Majfachu- 
fetts  Archives^  Vol.  CXXIX.  p.  239. 

Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.  “061.  13. 
When  I come  home  here  the  fad  news 
of  a family  of  8 perfons  cut  off  by  the 
Indians.” 

Sewall  wrote  to  Mather,  24  July : 
“ Tis  finally  faid  that  the  chh.  fhall  be 
fet  between  the  School-Houfe  & Capt. 
Townfend’s  corner  many  of  the  Council 
urging  it,  that  fo  it  might  not  ftand  juft 
full  up  with  Mr.  Moodey’s  gate,  where  it 
would  have  wholly  cut  off  the  way  be- 
tween my  fence  & Jno  Coney’s,  and  have 
flood  upon  the  cart  way  that  now  is,  into 
the  ground.”  See  Majfachufetts  Hiflor- 
ical  Society  Collections.,  Fourth  Series, 


Vol.  VIII.  p.  517.  Diary  of  Samuel 
Sewall.  “Tuefday  061.  16.  This  day 
the  Ground-Sills  of  the  Church  are 
laid;  the  ftone  foundation  being  fin- 
ifhed.  061.  17.  In  time  of  the  firft 
Prayer  [in  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Ne- 
hemiah  Walter  at  RoxburyJ  the  Gov- 
ernour came  by  from  his  Progrefs. 
This  day  a great  part  of  the  Church  is 
raifed.”  This  church  was  the  prede- 
ceffor  of  King’s  Chapel,  and  fmaller 
than  the  prefent  building.  It  was  placed 
on  land  taken  from  the  burying  ground. 
“To  this  courfe  no  e£fe6live  obje6lion 
could  be  raifed,  and  Andros  by  appro- 
priating public  land  when  individuals 
like  Sewall  refufed  to  fell  private  eftates, 
certainly  did  not  abufe  his  authority.” 
See  note  in  Diary  of  Sa7nuel  Sewall, 
under  date  of  16  Oftober.  The  build- 
ing coft  £284.  16J.  of  which  £2^6.  gs. 
was  contributed  by  ninety-fix  perfons, 
Randolph  giving  ^5;  Andros  upon 
his  departure  gave  ^30,  and  Nichol- 
fon  £3 S'  Annals  of  Kinfs  Chapel, 
by  Henry  W.  Foote,  Vol.  I.  p.  81.  It 
is  probable  that  the  Bofton  minifters 
were  prefent  at  the  raifingof  the  church 
from  the  negative  teftimony  offered  by 
Sewall,  who  fays  that  Cotton  Mather 
was  not  prefent,  being  with  a brother  at 
Salem,  who  was  ill. 

Diary  of  Sajnuel  Sewall.  “Sept. 
19.  Eldridge  comes  in,  who  fais  the 
Amfterdam  Gazett  reported  that  Mr. 
Mather’s  Petition  is  granted.” 
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wrote  on  the  19th  to  England  in  order  to  undermine  his 
efforts,  by  fhowing  that  Mather  had  always  been  oppofed  to 

royalty, 


State  Papers^  Colonial.,  Bundle 
55  (377)-  Randolph  to  John  Povey, 
Bofton,  061.  19,  pojl. 

On  the  1 8th,  Richard  Wharton  wrote 
to  Wait  Winthrop  from  London  : “ S'”  — 
By  way  of  Dartm®  I wrote  you  a few 
lines,  & acq^®'*  you  what  indeavors 
have  been  ufed  for  relief e of  New  Eng- 
land. The  expedlation  of  invafion,  the 
demands  of  the  Pr.  of  Orange,  advice 
of  the  bifhops,  and  difcontents  of  the 
people,  have  quite  broken  y®  old  meaf- 
ures  and  p'^cured  reftoration  of  the 
charter  of  London,  now  adlually  under 
adm'^  as  formerly,  and  all  y®  other 
cities,  corporations,  and  boroughs  in 
Eng'^ ; and  great  refolutions  feem  to  be 
halting  on,  out  of  w‘=*^  New  England 
may,  I hope,  find  deliverance.  God 
hath  taken  away  Mr.  Nowell  by  death. 

Madden  [Mather]  Capt  Hutchinfon, 
and  myfelfe  with  M"  Stephen  Mafon, 
have  fundry  times  been  this  weeke  to 
wayte  on  the  King,  who  hath  often  af- 
fured  us  o'"  propertyes  fhall  be  con- 
tinued and  confirmed.  The  Colledge 
and  revenue  remaine  in  the  hands  of 
a Prefd*^  & Fellows,  and  liberty  enjoyed 
in  matters  of  religion,  and  in  order 
thereto  the  Attourney  Gene’  is  ordered 
to  examine  the  Governors  Comiffion  & 
inftru6tions  (of  which  we  hope  now  to 
get  a copy)  o'”  comp’‘^  & his  proceedings, 
and  to  report  the  fame  with  his  opinion. 
It  is  furprifing  to  many  that  wilh  wellto 
New  Eng’^  to  hearethat  men  of  eftates, 
who  hold  them  from  the  late  Goverm^ 
and  by  charter,  Ihould  fue  for  patents, 
for  it  is  not  doubted  but  as  foone  as 
matters  come  to  any|  fuch  fettlem‘  heer 
as  either  the  court  can  be  at  leifure  or 
Parliament  called,  but  that  all  extra- 
judiciall  and  arbitrary  proceedings  and 
exactions,  in  the  plantations  as  well  as 


heer,  will  be  examined.  M*"  M.,  C.  H. 
& myfelfe,  if  we  can  but  be  fupplyed 
with  money,  are  willing  to  ftay  and  ufe 
utmoft  indeavours  & intreft  till  fome 
effedtuall  order  can  be  obteined  for  re- 
liefe  of  New  England,  w'^’'  wee  cannot 
fee  how  it  can  be  accomplifhed  with  lefs 
charge  than  ^2000.”  Maffachufetts 
Hijlorical  Society  CollePlions,  Sixth 
Series,  Vol.  V.  p.  17. 

For  details  of  the  interefting  events 
taking  place  in  England,  fee  Diary  of 
John  Evelyn,  1688.  “May  18.  The 
bifhops  petition  the  King  that  he  would 
not  impofe  the  reading  of  the  Declara- 
tion for  giving  liberty  of  confcience,  as 
it  appeared  to  them  illegal.  The  King 
was  fo  far  incenfed  at  this  addreffe  that 
he  with  threatening  expreffions  com- 
manded them  to  obey  him  in  reading  it 
at  their  perils  and  fo  difmifled  them.  8 
June.  They  were  fent  from  the  Privy 
Council  prifoners  to  the  Tower,  infinite 
crowds  on  their  knees  begging  their 
bleffing  as  they  pafPd  out  of  the  barge 
along  the  Tower-wharf e.  29  June.  The 
trial  lafted  from  9 in  the  morning  to  paft 
6 in  the  evening.  They  were  acquitted  ; 
there  was  a lane  of  people  from  the 
King’s  Bench  to  the  waterfide  to  beg 
their  bleffing.  Bonfires  were  made  that 
night,  and  bells  rung,  which  was  taken 
very  ill  at  Court.  July  12.  Col.  Titus, 
Sir  Hen.  Vane  (fon  of  him  who  was 
executed  for  his  treafon)  and  fome  other 
of  the  Prefbyterians  and  Independent 
party  were  fworne  of  f Privy  Council, 
from  hopes  of  thereby  diverting  the 
party  from  going  over  to  f Bifhops  and 
Church  of  England.  18  Sept.  1 went 
to  London,  where  I found  the  Court  in 
the  utmoft  Confternation  on  report  of 
the  Prince  of  Orange’s  landing,  put 
White-hall  into  fo  panic  a feare  that  I 

could 
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royalty,  an  upholder  of  the  Charter,  and  was  undoubtedly 
the  author  of  what  was  called  the  forged  letter ; “ the  party 
now  Crye  out  oppreffion : whenas  by  all  their  lawes  & praC' 
tices  there  have  not  yet  been  heard  of  a people  more  tyram 
nicall  & arbitrary.”  In  the  fame  letter  he  fpeaks  of  Mr. 
Wharton  as  having  been  formerly  fo  loyal  that  he  left  the 
Boffon  town  meeting  “in  great  heat”  when  Mather  com- 
pared the  furrender  of  the  charter  to  Ahab’s  requiring 
Naboth’s  vineyard.  To  flrengthen  the  oppofition  againft 
Mather,  he  wrote  on  November  9th  to  William  Penn, 
who  was  on  friendly  terms  with  James  II.,  and  had  then 
much  influence  with  him,  saying,  “ I hear  M""  Mather  and 
fuch  like  men  of  Antimonarchical  principles  at  home  are 
complaining  againft  mee.  I confefs,  if  being  the  occafion  of 
fubverting  their  old  Arbitrary  governm^  (&  thereby  put- 
ting a flop  to  the  perfecuting  fpirit  raging  every  where  in 
this  countrey)  bee  a crime,  I muft  fubmitt.”  And,  knowing 
that  Penn  was  not  only  oppofed  to  religious  perfecution,  but 
alfo  friendly  to  the  Indians,  he  mentions:  “This  Barbarous 
people  were  never  civilly  treated  by  the  late  Government, 
who  made  it  their  Bufmefs  to  encroach  upon  their  Lands, 
and  by  Degrees  to  drive  them  out  of  all.  That  was  the 
ground  & the  Beginning  of  the  laft  War.  His  Excell,  has 
all  along  taken  other  meafures  with  them.  I hope  the 

proclamation, 

could  hardly  believe  it  poffible  to  find  London  on  the  rabble  demolifiiing  a 
fuch  a change.  7 061.  Hourly  expec-  Popifii  Chapel  that  had  ben  fet  up  in 
tation  of  the  Prince  of  Orange’s  invafion  the  Citty.  5 Nov.  I went  to  London; 
heighten’d  to  that  degree  that  his  Ma-  heard  the  news  of  the  Prince  having 
jefty  thought  fit  to  abrogate  the  Com-  landed  at  Torbay  coming  with  a fleete 
miffion  for  the  difpenfing  power,  and  of  neere  700  faile.  This  put  the  King 
reftore  the  eje<5ted  Fellows  of  Magdalen  and  Court  into  greate  confternation.” 
College,  Oxford.  28  0(51.  A tumult  in 
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proclamation,  & the  Indians  confidence  in  the  Governo*^^ 
favour  to  fuch  as  fhall  fubmit,  may  put  a flop  to  their  prefent 
Rage.”^®^  The  proclamation  alluded  to  was  iffued  on  Oc- 
tober 2oth,  commanding  the  Eaftern  Indians  to  fet  at  liberty 
the  captives  taken  by  them,  and  the  murderers  to  furrender 
themfelves  by  the  nth  of  November,  otherwife  they  would 
be  proceeded  againft  with  the  utmofl  fe verity.  “ The  In- 
dians treated  the  proclamation  with  contempt,”  while  the 
colonifts,  being  difcountenanced  by  the  Governor  in  forti- 
fying their  homes,  “ were  more  unfafe  than  if  war  had  been 
publicly  declared.”  So  convinced  was  Sir  Edmund  that 

peace 


1®’’’  MaJJachuJetts  Hijlorical  Society 
Colledlions Fourth  Series.,  Vol.  VIII. 
p.  531.  Extra6l  from  a Letter  of  Ran- 
dolph to  William  Penn,  9 Nov.  1688, 
pojl.  Alfo  Hijlory  of  Majfachufetts 
Bay.,  by  T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I. 
p.  364.  Cotton  Mather  in  his  Pare7i- 
tator.,  1724,  p.  114,  fays;  “Mr  [In- 
QXt?dd\  Mather  made  as  many  Friends 
as  he  could  ; And  it  was  Remarkable  to 
him,  That  not  only  the  Lord-Proprietor 
of  Pennjylvania  (Then  a Great  Man  at 
Court)  treated  him  with  much  civility, 
but  even  the  Goggle-EfdMonJler\f^i- 
freys]  too.”  Ibid..,  p.  226  : “ Dr  Burnet, 
Bilhop  of  Salifbury  faid  to  him,  That  he 
would  on  the  firft  Opportunity  declare 
Openly  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  That  there 
was  greater  Sacrednefs  in  the  Charter 
of  New  England  than  in  thofe  of  the 
Corporations  in  England,  Becaufe  thofe 
were  only  A6ls  of  Grace,  whereas  the 
Charter  of  New  England  was  a com- 
pa6t  between  the  King  and  the  firft 
Patentees.  They  promifed  to  enlarge 
his  dominions,  on  their  own  Charges, 
Provided  that  they  and  their  Pofterity 
might  enjoy  fuch  and  fuch  Privileges : 
They  had  performed  their  part,  now  for 
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the  King  to  deprive  their  Pofterity  of 
the  Privileges  therein  Granted  unto 
them,  would  carry  a Face  of  Injuftice 
in  it.” 

Randolph  fent  alfo  to  England  a copy 
of  Mr.  Rofs’s  letter  to  him,  dated  6 June, 
1684,  in  regard  to  the  forged  letter,  and 
a copy  of  Mather's  letter  to  Mr.  Eng- 
lifti  at  Amfterdam,  which  was  received 
3 December,  1688,/^. 

Hifloty  of  Majfachufetts  Bay,  by  T. 
Hutchinfon,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  365.  An- 
dros Trails,  Vol.  I.  p.  in.  The  Revolu- 
tion in  New  England  juftified : “That 
Sir  Edmund  Androffe  difcou7itena7iced 
Tnaking  defe7ice  agamfi  the  Btdians,  is 
complained  of  by  five  Gentlemen  who 
were  of  his  Council,  and  much  con- 
cerned at  his  ftrange  adlings  in  that 
matter.  It  is  alfo  confirmed  by  the 
affidavits  of  two  honeft  men.  Henry 
Kerley  and  Tho7nas  How  of  Marl- 
borough teftify  that  when  in  the  Fall 
of  1688  Sir  Ed77iu7td  A7tdroffie  came 
from  New  York  to  Bofio7i,  he  afked 
by  what  Order  we  did  Fortify  and 
Garrifon  our  Houfes,  I anfwered  it  was 
by  order  of  Captain  Nicholfoft,  and 
we  were  to  fecure  fufpicious  perfons. 

What 
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peace  could  ftill  be  preferved  that  he  liberated  fome  of  the 
Indian  prifoners  at  Bofton,  which,  inflead  of  having  the  an- 
ticipated effect  of  pacifying,  only  emboldened  the  Indians/®^ 
Finding  hoftilities  inevitable,  additional  troops  and  fupplies 
were  fent  from  Bofton  on  Oflober  25th,^^®  and  on  the  27th, 
General  Winthrop  and  others  having  declined  the  proffered 
command,  difapproving  probably  of  the  plan  of  the  winter 
campaign,  Sir  Edmund  himfelf  fet  fail,  taking  with  him  Mr. 
Ratcliffe.^^^  While  Sir  Edmund  was  heading  the  military 
expedition  in  Maine  during  the  autumn  and  winter,  without 
gaining  any  definite  refults,  the  Indians  remaining  in  their 
hiding  places,  Randolph  was  bufy  in  Bofton  with  the  duties 
of  his  office  there  and  at  New  York,  receiving  letters,  among 
others,  from  Matthew  Plowman,  the  colledlor  of  cuftoms  at 
New  York,  from  Lieut.  Governor  Nicholfon,  and  Mr.  Van 

Cortlandt, 


What  if  you  fhould  Kill  them  faid  Sir 
Edmund.  Anfwer  was  made  by  the 
Deponent,  that  if  we  fhould  kill  them, 
we  [the  people]  were  in  our  way,  then 
Mr.  Randolph  being  there  in  the  com- 
pany faid,  you  are  in  the  way  to  be 
hanged.  Sir  E.  A.  faid  further,  that 
thofe  Perfons  that  had  left  their  Houfes, 
to  dwell  in  Garrifons,  if  they  would  not 
return,  others  fhould  be  put  in  that 
would  live  there.” 

Hutchinfon  fays,  in  his  Hijlory 
of  Majfachiifetts  Bay.,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I. 
p.  365  : “The  Indians  returned  feveral 
Englifh  captives  in  exchange.”  But 
Stoughton,  Hinckley,  Winthrop,  Ged- 
ney,  and  Shrimpton,  members  of  the 
Council,  declare  that  Sir  Edmund  fet  at 
liberty  “ fundry  Indians  that  were  in 
hold,  fome  of  them  known  Enemies  to 
the  Englifh,  and  particularly  objedled 
againft  by  feveral  of  the  Council,  and 
that  without  any  exchange  of  our  Eng- 


lifh Captives  then  in  the  Enemies  hands.” 
Andros  Trabls,  Vol.  I,  p.  47.  For  the 
examination  of  Dr.  Henry  Smith,  who 
had  efcaped  to  Bofton  from  the  Indians, 
before  Randolph  on  31  06tober,  fee 
Majfachufetts  Archives^  Vol.  CXXIX. 
p.  267. 

Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.  “ 061. 
25.  Prefented  my  final  account  to  his 
Excellency  refpe6ting  the  French  Con- 
tribution [for  redeeming  captives]  as  he 
landed  at  Mrs.  Gillam’s  flairs,  from 
feeing  the  Sloops  fet  fail  with  Souldiers 
and  provifions  for  the  Eaftward.” 

Ibid.  “ Satterday  06f.  27.  The 
Rofe-Frigot  comes  up,  and  his  Excel- 
lency goes  off  to  Charleftown  and  fo  to 
Dunflable.  061.  28.  It  feems  the  Gov- 
ernor took  Mr.  Ratcliff  with  him,  fo 
met  not  at  all  diflin6t  in  our  Houfe  this 
day.  Several  of  them  [of  the  Church 
of  England]  with  us  in  the  afternoon.” 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Lawfon  went  as  Chaplain. 


Edward  Randolph. 


Cortlandt,  one  of  the  members  of  the  Council  from  New 
York,  and  making  a journey  to  Maine.^^^  Captain  Nicholfon 
in  his  letter  expreffes  regret  that  “ you  have  taken  away  all 
the  old  afts,  bookes  of  Council  and  bookes  of  Pattents,  foe 
people  comeing  to  have  Coppies  from  thofe  bookes,  they 
not  being  here  you  loofe  by  it.  I fend  you  the  furvey  of 
this  place  and  Albany.  If  the  trouble  continue,  I have  writt 
to  his  that  I may  leave  to  come  to  your  parts ; but  you 
need  take  noe  notice  of  it.”^^^  Nicholfon  did  not,  however, 
join  the  expedition,  which  confifted  of  feveral  hundred  men, 
the  campaign  ending  in  placing  garrifons  in  eleven  fcattered 
forts.^^"^  While  engaged  in  building  and  manning  the  forti- 
fied 


Majfachtifetts  Archives.,  Vol. 
CXXIX.  p.  293.  Letter  from  Matthew 
Plowman  to  Edward  Randolph,  New 
York,  14  ’88,  pojl.  Ibid..,  Vol.  Cl. 

pp.  I to  16.  From  the  treafurer’s  ac- 
count from  I July,  1688,  to  17  April, 
1689,  it  appears  that  the  Council  met 
at  Pemaquid  at  the  expenfe  of  ;^33-o7, 
and  for  Mr.  Randolph  was  fpent  for 
a bullock  ufed  at  Pemaquid. 

193  Ibid.,  Vol.  CXXIX.  p.  294.  Let- 
ter from  Francis  Nicholfon  to  Edward 
Randolph,  New  York,  November  ye  15^^ 
1688,  poft.  Ibid.,  p.  296,  Letter  of  S. 
Van  Cortlandt  to  Randolph,  17  Novem- 
ber,Ibid.,  p.  303,  Letter  of  Nich- 
olfon to  Randolph  from  Fort  James  at 
New  York,  3 December,  1688,  poji. 
Ibid.,  p.  304,  Letter  of  S.  Van  Cortlandt 
to  Randolph,  New  York,  4 December, 
poJl.  Ibid.,  p.  304,  fame  to  fame,  22 
December,  pojl. 

For  an  example  of  the  printed  clear- 
ances ufed  by  Randolph  as  Colle<5tor 
fee  the  one  given  poft,  dated  18  Decem- 
ber, 1688. 

Jacob  Leifler  wrote  from  New  York 


to  the  government  in  Bofton,  in  1689: 
“ Sir  Edmund  Androfs  & his  wicked  crew 
have  carried  all  the  Records  out  of  this 
country  to  Bofton.”  See  New  York 
Dociwientary  Ilijiory,  Vol.  II.  p.  4. 

194  Hijlory  of  New  England,  by  J.  G. 
Palfrey,  ed.  1864,  Vol.  III.  p.  568. 

Although  the  granting  of  patents  of 
land  (fee  Sewall’s  letter  to  Mather,  8 
061.)  was  temporarily  fufpended  by 
Andros’s  abfence,  firft  in  New  York 
and  then  in  Maine,  Sewall  made  up 
his  mind  to  go  to  England  in  order  to 
help  Mather  and  the  other  agents  to 
reprefent  the  condition  of  Malfachufetts 
and  afk  for  relief.  He  alfo  had  private 
matters  to  attend  to.  Before  his  de- 
parture he  met  Mr.  Ratcliffe,  who 
“pray’d  God  Almighty  to  blefs  me  and 
faid  muft  wait  upon  me.”  Diary,  24 
06t.  On  Nov.  3 he  was  imprelled  to 
go  to  the  eaftward,  but  hired  a subfti- 
tute.  He  failed  22  Nov.  On  30  Dec. 
fpoke  a fhip,  which  reported  that  James 
II.  was  dead  and  the  Prince  of  Orange 
had  taken  polTeffion  of  England.  The 
report  about  the  King  was  not  cor- 


Memoir  of 


fied  pofts,  Sir  Edmund  received  news  of  the  threatened 
invalion  of  England  by  the  Prince  of  Orange.  He  therefore 
iffued  on  the  loth  of  January,  1688-9,  Pemaquid,  a proc- 
lamation calling  upon  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  to 
“hinder  any  Landing  or  Invafion  that  may  be  intended  to 
be  made  within  His  Majefties  Territory  and  Dominion  of 
New  England.”  This  was  followed  by  an  order  that  no 
paffenger  fhould  be  taken  on  board  any  veffel  and  carried 
outfide  of  the  Dominion  of  New  England  without  a ticket 
of  leave  obtained  at  Randolph’s  office.^^^^  Weft  was  fent 


re6l,  but  that  about  the  Prince  of 
Orange  was  confirmed  by  other  vef- 
fels.  “ Jany  13,  88-9,  landed  at  Dover. 
Feb.  12,  faw  the  Princefs  [Queen  Mary] 
pafs  up  the  River  Thames,  at  Lon- 
don, going  from  Holland  to  White- 
hall. April  23  with  Mather  to  call  on 
Lord  Wharton.  April  24  to  Whitehall 
to  attend  the  Earl  of  Shrewfbury  about 
New  England.  May  9 went  to  Hamp- 
ton Court  to  wait  on  the  King  [William] 
and  Council.  Mr.  Mather  not  there : 
faid  he  was  feverifii  yet  I perceive  was 
at  Change.  Sir  Rob  Sawyer  fpake  of 
the  Quo  Waranto  in  Charles  the  Firft’s 
time,  and  fuppofed  we  had  no  Charter : 
afked  if  any  had  seen  it.  I faid  I had 
feen  a Duplicate.  Dr.  Cox  craved  Day ; 
fo  we  are  to  appear  agen  next  Thurf- 
day,  and  juft  as  we  were  going  out,  by 
Sawyer’s  means  were  called  back,  and 
then  he  fpake  of  the  Quo  Warranto  for 
mifdemeanours,  and  we  are  ordered  to 
attend  the  Attorney  General  with  our 
Charter.  May  ii.  Declaration  of  War 
againft  France  comes  out.  May  14, 
Mr  Richard  Wharton  dies.  On  Mon- 
day the  at  Weftminfter  pleading 
againft  Mr.  Blathwayt,  in  behalf  of 
N.  E.  May  18,  went  to  Hampton 
Court  with  Mather  and  others.  Mr 


back 

Ward  and  Hook  our  Council,  were  dif- 
mifled  fine  die.  Entertain  Mr.  Hum- 
phrys  too.” 

See  Andros  Tra^s,  Vol  I.  p.  75, 
for  the  full  text  of  the  Proclamation. 
Andros  mentioned  that  a royal  letter  had 
been  received  dated  16  October,  1688, 
with  the  “Advice  that  a great  and  fud- 
den  Invafion  from  Holland  will  fpeedily 
be  made,  abetted  by  fome  of  His  Ma- 
jeftey’s  Subje5ls^  being  perfons  of  wicked 
and  reftlefs  fpirits,  implacable  malice, 
and  defperate  Defigns.  His  Majefty 
hath  alwaies  declined  any  Foreign  fuc- 
cor,  relying  on  the  ancient  Courage, 
Faith  and  Allegiance  of  His  own  Peo- 
ple. This  he  makes  known  to  his  lov- 
ing fubje<fts  within  His  Territory  and 
Dominion  of  New  England,  etc.  Give7t 
at  Fort  Charles  at  Pemaquid  the  Tenth 
Day  of  January  1688.  E.  Andros.  By 
his  Excellency''s  command.  John  Weft, 
D^.  Seer.  God fave  the  King."'' 

Majfachufetts  Archives^  Vol, 
CXXIX.  p.  323,  under  date  of  Feb. 
1688-9.  Veflels  bonded  not  to  carry 
any  one  from  Bofton  without  ticket 
from  the  Secretary’s  office.  “ The  con- 
dition of  this  obligation  is  fuch  that  if 
the  above  bounden  ....  fhall  not  take 
on  board  his  faid  Veflell  any  paflengers, 

fervants 


Edward  Randolph, 


back  to  Bofton,  carrying  with  him  a letter  from  Sir  Edmund 
to  Randolph  mentioning  the  arrival  of  Major  Brockholft, 
“ hoping  the  officers  wilbe  carefull  and  all  do  well  weft- 
ward,’"  and  faying,  “ I fliall  nott  delay  returning,  as  foon  as 
the  ftate  of  thefe  parts  will  admitt  itt.”^^^  Sir  Edmund  did 
not,  however,  return  to  Boflon  until  the  latter  part  of  March, 
leaving  Anthony  Brockholft  in  command,  paffing  through 
Salem,  where  he  had  an  interview  with  the  Rev.  John  Hig- 
ginfon  and  Stephen  Sewall  in  regard  to  the  land  patents, 
he  infifting  that,  as  the  Charters  had  been  annulled  and  fur- 
rendered,  all  the  lands  in  New  England  had  become  the 
King’s,  they  contending  that  their  Charter  gave  them  a gov- 
ernment only,  and  not  the  land,  which  the  colonifts  had 
purchafed  and  occupied.  “ At  lafl  Sir  E.  A,  faid  with  in- 
dignation, 


fervants  or  flaves  and  carry  them  out  of 
this  His  Majefties  Territory  and  Domin- 
ion of  New  England  without  a tickett 
from  the  Secretaryes  office  of  the  faid 
Dominion  then  this  obligation  to  be 
void,  or  elfe  to  ftand  and  remaine  in 
full  force  and  virtue.’^  The  bond  was 
for  “ one  thoufand  pounds  current 
money  of  this  Dominion  to  be  paid  to 
our  faid  Lord,  the  King  his  heirs,  fuc- 
ceflbrs  or  affigns.” 

The  A6l  againft  Emigration  was 
paired  in  New  York  according  to  An- 
dros TraRs,,  Vol.  I.  p.  8o.  “ This  Law 

could  not  pafs  at  Bolton,  becaufe  many 
of  Sir  Edmund'' s Council  there  oppofed 
it ; but  then  a JunRo  of  them  meeting 
at  New  York  palTed  it.”  Alfo  Andros 
TraRs,,Vo\.  III.  p.  92,  for  text  of  the 
A6t  againft  Emigration. 

According  to  the  letter  of  Rev.  Jolhua 
Moodey  to  Rev.  Increafe  Mather,  8 Feb. 
1688-9,  publilht  that  men 

muft  needs  fet  up  theyr  names  fo  many 


Dales  ere  they  goe  off.”  Mapfachufetts 
Hijlorical  Society  ColleRiotis,  Fourth 
Series,,  Vol.  VIII.  p.  369. 

M aJJ'achufetts  Archives,,  Vol. 
CXXIX.  p.  316.  Letter  from  Sir  Ed- 
mund Andros  to  Edward  Randolph. 
Pemaquid,  26  January,  i688-g,poyt. 

Wait  Winthrop  wrote  Fitz-John  Win- 
throp,  28  Jan.  Heard  “ that  Mr.  Gra- 
ham had  order  to  print  a proclamation 
from  the  Gov’’  to  lay  an  imbargo  on  all 
veffells  bound  for  England,  which  I un- 
derftand  the  meaneing  of  no  more  then 
many  other  things.  He  has  coiiiuni- 
cated  nothing  which  came  by  the  laft 
Ihips  to  any  of  the  Councill  here  that  I 
know  of.”  M aJJ'achufetts  Hijtorical 

Society  ColleRions,,  Fifth  Series,,  Vol. 
VIII.  p.  490. 

Sir  Edmund  left  Maine  on  March 
16th.  See  New  York  Colonial  Docu- 
ments,, Vol.  III.  p.  578,  Mr.  Randolph 
to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  29  May,  1689, 
pofl. 
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dignation,  either  you  are  Subjedts  or  You  are  Rebels,  inti- 
mating that  if  we  would  not  yield  all  the  Lands  in  N,  E,  to 
be  the  Kings,  fo  as  to  take  Patents  for  Lands,  and  to  pay 
Rent  for  the  fame,  then  we  fhould  not  be  accounted  Sub- 
jects but  Rebels,  and  treated  accordingly.” 

Amidft  the  anxieties  of  Sir  Edmund  and  the  governing 
faction  of  the  Council,  as  the  turn  of  events  in  England  was 
uncertain,  Randolph  was  pleafed  to  receive  from  the  Col- 
lector of  Cuftoms  at  Charlefton,  South  Carolina,  perfonally 
unknown  to  him,  a very  friendly  letter,  praifmg  him  for  his 
loyal  fervices : “ Haveing  heard  of  yo"  zeale  towards  his 
Maties  fervice  I muff  needs  fay  I have  a refpeCt  to  you, 
my  inclination  from  the  very  cradle  [having]  been  bent  to 
loyalty.”  Alfo  letters  from  Robert  Livingfton  written  in 
a very  grateful  fpirit  for  the  favors  and  advice  he  had 
received  from  Randolph.^^^  On  the  27th  of  March  there 

was 


Andros  Tra5ls^  Vol.  I.  p.  90, 
The  Revolution  in  New  England  jufti- 
fied.  “Sir  Edmund  A?idroffe^  then 
Governour,  being  accompanied  with  the 
Attorney  General  Graham^  Secretary 
Wefl,  Judge  Fahner^  the  room  being 
alfo  full  of  other  people,  moft  of  them 
his  Attendants,  he  was  pleafed  to  tell 
me,  he  would  have  my  judgment  about 
this  queflion ; whether  all  the  Lands  in 
New  England  were  7tot  the  Kings  f'' 
Affidavit  of  Rev.  John  Higginfon.  It 
had  been  afferted  that  the  grants  made 
by  the  Colonifts,  not  being  under  feal, 
were  defeftive.  In  anfvver  to  this 
Bradflreet  wrote  that  the  Charter  did 
not  require  them  to  ufe  a feal ; that  a 
feal  is  not  neceffary  in  many  cafes  in 
England ; that  William  the  Conqueror 
did  not  ufe  a feal  in  granting  lands  to 
his  followers.  Befides  “ would  it  not 


feem  a ftrange  thing,  that  a piece  of 
ground  in  the  wildernefs,  not  worth  five 
ffiillings,  but  by  buildings  etc.  worth  five 
hundred  pounds,  become  the  King’s,  I 
know  not  how.” 

Maffachufetts  Archives^  Vol. 

CXXIX.  p.  335.  Letter  of  G.  Muf- 
champ  to  Edward  Randolph,  18  Feb. 
1688-9,  fojl.  Alfo  Politica,l  Annals, 
by  George  Chalmers,  p.  564. 

Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol. 

CXXIX.  p.  334,  Letter  from  Robert 
Livingfton  to  Edward  Randolph,  Al- 
bany, 18  Feb.  1688-9,  fofl.  Ibid., 
p.  350,  from  fame  to  fame,  Albany,  22 
March,  i6S8-g,fofl. 

On  March  24,  a Committee  was  ap- 
pointed by  Gov.  Andros  to  collect  funds 
for  eredting  a building  for  the  fervice  of 
the  Church  of  England.  “ By  his  Ex- 
cellency. Purfuant  to  a refolve  in  Coun- 
cil, 


Edward  Randolph. 


was  a meeting  of  the  Council  in  Bofton,  Sir  Edmund  and 
Mr.  Randolph  being  prefent,  — the  laft  of  which  a record 
has  yet  been  found,  — ordering  the  Treafurer  to  pay  the 
Governor  the  amount  of  his  falary  due  up  to  the  laft  pre- 
ceding Chriflmas.^®^ 

The  rumors  from  England,  the  difcontent  of  the  foldiers 
fent  on  a fruitlefs  expedition,  the  hardfhips  of  which  had 
caufed  many  deaths,  added  to  the  exifting  feeling  among 
the  people  that  Sir  Edmund  was  determined  to  hold  the 
New  England  Colonies,  flrong  in  their  Proteflantifm,  for 
King  James,  a known  Papifh  and  a friend  of  France,  led  to 
feditious  fpeeches  being  made,  and  finally  to  mutinous  con- 
du6l  among  the  troops.*^®^  Some  of  the  foldiers,  as  was  re- 
ported 


cil,  I do  hereby  appoint  and  authorize 
you,  Capt.  Anthony  Howard,  Capt, 
William  White,  and  Mr.  Thaddeus 
Mackarty,  to  alk  and  receive  the  free 
and  voluntary  Contribution  of  any  of 
the  inhabitants  in  the  town  of  Bofton, 
towards  the  building  and  ere6ling  of  a 
houfe  or  place  for  the  fervice  of  the 
Church  of  England ; and  in  the  doing 
thereof  to  defire  the  affiftance  of  fuch 
perfons  of  either  congregation  or  neigh- 
borhood, as  may  be  proper  to  accom- 
pany you  therein ; and  of  what  you 
ftiall  fo  receive  to  keep  a diftin6t  ac- 
count, to  be  difpofed  of  by  you  to  that 
ufe  accordingly ; for  which  this  fhall  be 
your  warrant.  Dated  in  Bofton,  the 
day  of  March,  i688[9].  By  his 
Excellency’s  command.”  See  Maffa- 
chu Jetts  tdijlorical  Society  ColleSions^ 
Third  Seines.,  Vol.  I.  p.  84. 

201  MaJJachufetts  Archives.,  Vol. 
CXXIX.  p.  354.  Meeting  of  Council, 
27  March,  pojt. 

On  April  2,  Andros  fent  a commiflion 


to  Samuel  Bayard,  to  be  clerk  of  the 
town  of  New  York.  See  MaJJachufetts 
Aixhives.,  Vol.  CXXIX.  p.  356.  On 
April  12  he  ordered  that  the  remainder 
of  the  plate  from  the  wreck  “ be  applyed 
towards  J new  fortifications.”  Ibid..^ 
p.  368.  On  April  15  he  gave  a commif- 
fion  to  William  Browne  to  be  chief  offi- 
cer at  Salem  to  enforce  the  adt  about 
paffengers.  Ibid.,  p.  375. 

How  many  of  the  troops  on  the 
expedition  were  regulars  has  not  been 
afcertained.  The  Declaration  iflued  on 
the  1 8th  fpeaks  of  feveral  companies 
having  been  brought  from  Europe. 

See  MaJJachufetts  Hijlorical  Society 
Colleltions,  Fourth  Series,  Vol.  VIII. 
p.  369,  for  a letter  of  Rev.  Joffiua 
Moodey  to  Increafe  Mather,  8 Feb. 
1688-9:  “ Befide  the  great  comp^  of 

men  (its  E 400)  that  lye  at  the  eaftward 
to  doe  nothing  this  dreadfull  feafon, 
there  is  a Preffe  for  200  more.  What 
for  who  can  tell  ? ” Hutchinfon  fays  in 
his  Hijlory  of  MaJJachufetts  Bay,  2d 

ed., 
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ported,  having  been  difcharged  at  Kennebunk  by  Lieutenant 
John  Puddington,  who  was  ordered  to  repair  immediately 
to  Bofton  to  anfwer  before  the  Governor  for  his  aftion,  and 
who  was  promptly  replaced  by  Captain  John  Floyd,  began 
to  march  towards  the  feat  of  government,  in  fpite  of  the  com- 
mands of  their  officers.  Andros  notified  all  juftices  of  the 
peace  and  other  civil  officers  at  the  eaftward  to  aid  Captain 
Floyd  in  maintaining  fubordination,  and,  in  cafe  the  troops 
fliould  not  be  amenable  to  difcipline,  they  were  to  be  ar- 


refted.^^^  The  ferious  afpedl 


ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  371  : “ Notwithftanding 
his  [Sir  Edmund’s]  care,  many  died 
with  hardfhips,  more,  it  was  thought, 
than  the  whole  number  of  Indians  at 
that  time  in  hoftility.  Not  one  Indian 
was  killed.  They  all  fled  into  their 
remote  dens,  where  they  remained  the 
whole  winter.” 

See  Majfachufetts  Archives^  Vol. 
CXXIX.  p.  360,  under  date  of  ii  April, 
for  affidavits  in  regard  to  feditious 
fpeeches  made  by  William  Sargent  of 
Amefbury. 

See  Hijiory  of  New  Etiglanf  by  J.  G. 
Palfrey,  ed.  1864,  Vol.  III.  p.  572,  for 
the  ftory  of  the  Indian  who  faid  that  the 
Indians  inftigated  by  Sir  Edmund  were 
to  maflacre  the  Engliffi  colonifts,  he  be- 
ing in  league  with  the  French,  and  the 
rough  treatment  endured  by  the  Sud- 
bury men,  who  reported  the  ftory,  at 
the  hands  of  the  Governor. 

Among  the  minor  caufes  of  diflatif- 
fa6tion  was  the  binding  over  of  Deacon 
Frary,  for  good  behavior,  he  having 
hindered  Rev.  Mr.  Ratcliffe  in  reading 
the  fervices  of  the  Church  of  England 
at  the  funeral  of  Samuel  Lilly.  Ac- 
cording to  Rev.  Mr.  Moodey’s  letter, 
fupra^  neither  the  deceafed  nor  the 
executors  wiffied  the  fervices  of  the 


of  affairs  mufl  have  been  dif- 

cuffed 

Church  of  England.  In  a poftfcript  Mr. 
Moodey  adds,  “ Be  fure  to  take  effe6t- 
uall  courfe  to  aflure  yourfelf  againft 
Randolph,  etc.  ere  you  come  off.” 

There  was  fear  that  Capt.  George  in- 
tended to  fail  for  France  and  offer  his 
fervices  to  James  II.  See  Majfachufetts 
Archives^  Vol.  CVII.  p.  4,  for  the 
Depofition  of  R.  Small  and  others  ferv- 
ing  on  board  the  frigate  Rofe,  29  April, 
1689. 

Majfachufetts  Archives^  Vol. 
CXXIX.  p.  368.  Order  of  Gov.  An- 
dros to  Lt.  John  Puddington  at  Kenne- 
bunk to  repair  to  Bofton  for  difcharging 
his  foldiers  without  orders,  12  April. 

Ibid.^  p.  370.  Capt.  John  Floyd  to 
take  command  in  place  of  Lt.  John 
Puddington.  Order  to  all  juftices  of 
the  peace,  conftables,  and  other  officers. 
“ Whereas  I am  given  to  underftand 
that  feverall  of  the  Souldiers  in  his 
Ma‘'^^  fervice  on  y®  expedition  Eaftward 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  John 
ffloyd  have  in  a mutinous  manner  left 
& deferted  their  poft  & ftation  at  Saco 
River  contrary  to  their  officers  Com- 
mands & are  marching  now  towards 
Bofton  without  their  officers  you  are  to 
give  aid  & affiftance,  etc.  in  cafe  they 
refufe  then  to  fecure  them.” 


Rdward  Randolph. 


cuffed  at  a Council  meeting  on  the  nth,  for  one  of  the 
letters  of  Robert  Livingflon  received  by  Randolph  inti- 
mated that  there  was  a total  revolution  in  England.^®^  On 
the  1 6th,  Andros  wrote  to  Brockholflf  “There’s  a general 
buzzing  among  the  people,  great  with  expedlation  of  their 
old  charter,  or  they  know  not  what;  hope  that  all  magif- 
trates  and  officers  will  be  careful  not  to  be  wanting  in  their 
duty,  and  particularly  trufl  that  the  foldiers  be  in  good 
order,  and  diligent  to  avoid  furprize.”  That  the  old  Charter 
was  to  be  reftored  feemed  to  the  people  to  be  affured,  for  a 
copy  had  been  received,  through  Mr.  Mather,  of  the  report 
made  by  Sir  Thomas  Powis,  Attorney  General  of  James 
II.,  giving  his  opinion  that  “the  Charter  had  been  illegally 
vacated.”  Notwithflanding  Sir  Edmund’s  warning,  and 
before  definite  information  was  received  by  the  colonifts  of 
the  fuccefs  of  the  Prince’s  invafion,  although  the  Gover- 
nor probably  knew  of  the  complete  overthrow  of  James,  the 
people  rofe,  as  if  impelled  by  a common  inftind,  feizing 
Captain  George,  the  commander  of  the  frigate,  who  was  on 
fhore,  while  Andros  and  others  avoided  feizure  by  haftening 
to  the  fort  for  fafety.  Among  thofe  who  fled  to  the  fort  for 

refuge 


204  Livin^flon’s  letter  to  Randolph,  22 
March,  pofl.  At  the  Council  meeting 
of  the  nth,  an  order  was  paffed  to  fur- 
vey  lands  at  Kittery  for  Jofhua  Downing, 
recommended  by  Randolph,  and  in- 
ftru6lions  were  accordingly  given  on  the 
13th.  See  Maffachufetts  A rchives.,  V ol. 
CXXVIII.  p.  164,  pojl;  also  Ibid.,  Vol. 
CXXIX.  p.  373.  There  is  only  an  allu- 
fion  to  the  Council  meeting  of  the  nth, 
but  no  record  of  the  meeting. 

205  Hijlorv  of  Majfachufetts  Bay,  by 
T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  373* 

VOL.  II.  — 12 


The  hopes  of  the  people  had  been 
greatly  raifed  by  the  Declaration  of  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  brought  to  Bofton  by 
John  Window  a few  days  previoufly. 
“ For  bringing  a traiterous  and  treafon- 
able  libel  into  the  country,”  he  was  irn- 
prifoned,  although  he  had  offered  bail 
to  the  amount  of  £1,000.  Andros 
TraRs,Yo\.  I.  p.  77- 
206  A^ew  York  Colonial  Docume7its, 
Vol.  III.  p.  578.  Mr.  Randolph  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  29  May,  i6Sg,poyi. 
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refuge  was  Randolph,  who  at  the  outbreak  of  the  revolt  was 
at  the  Council  Chamber,  having  taken  the  bond  of  a captain 
of  a velTel  “ not  to  carry  out  paffengers  without  a tickett  of 
leave  from  the  Secretary  or  departe  himfelf  without  a 
lycence,”  bearing  date  the  i8th  of  April,  the  lafl  written 
record  of  Sir  Edmund’s  admin iflration.^^^  So  menacing 
and  determined  was  the  afpedt  of  the  colonial  troops  be- 
fieging  the  fort,  and  fo  great  was  the  rage  of  the  people, 
that  Sir  Edmund,  failing  in  his  attempt  to  reach  the  frigate, 
failing  alfo  to  induce  the  Congregational  minifters  of  the 
town  to  make  an  effort  to  pacify  the  people,  and  finding 
that  he  could  not  rely  upon  the  intimidated  garrifon  in  the 
fort,  furrendered.^^®  He,  with  Randolph  and  others,  was 

taken. 


Majfachufetts  Archives^  Vol. 
CXXIX.  p.  378.  Bond  of  Captain 
William  Everton  of  the  barque  Lark  of 
Bofton  for  a thoufand  pounds.  18 
April,  1689. 

208  Andros  Trails ^ Vol.  I.  p.  20. 
Summons  to  Sir  Edmund  Andros  : — 

“ At  the  Town  Houfe  in  Bofton,  April 
18,  1689.  Sir:  Our  felves  and  many 
others  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town,  and 
the  Places  adjacent,  being  furprized  with 
the  Peoples  hidden  taking  of  Arms  ; in 
the  firft  motion  whereof  we  were  wholly 
ignorant,  being  driven  by  the  prefent 
Accident  are  neceflitated  to  acquaint 
your  Excellency,  that  for  the  quieting 
and  fecuring  of  the  People,  inhabiting 
in  this  Country  from  the  imminent 
Dangers  they  many  ways  lie  open  and 
expofed  to,  and  tendring  your  own 
Safety,  We  judge  it  neceffary  you  forth- 
with furrender  and  deliver  up  the  Gov- 
ernment and  Fortification  to  be  pre- 
ferved  and  difpofed  according  to  Order 
and  Diredlion  from  the  Crown  of  Eng- 
land, which  fuddenly  is  expedted  may 


arrive ; promifing  all  fecurity  from  vio- 
lence to  your  Self  or  any  of  your  Gentle- 
men or  Souldiers  in  Perfon  and  Eftate  : 
Otherwife  we  are  aflured  they  will  en- 
deavour the  taking  of  the  Fortification 
by  Storm,  if  any  Oppofition  be  made. 
Waite  Winthrop,  Simon  Bradftreet,  Wil- 
liam Stoughton,  Samuel  Shrimpton, 
Bartholomew  Gidney,William  Brown, 
Thomas  Danforth,  John  Richards, 
Elifha  Cook,  Ifaac  Addington,  John 
Nelfon,  Adam  Winthrop,  Peter  Sar- 
gent, John  Fofter,  David  Waterhoufe. 

Finis  A 

“ To  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  Kt.” 

See  Majfachufetts  Archives^  Vol. 
CCXLII.  p.  365,  for  the  printed  de- 
mand of  furrender.  For  full  account 
of  the  Revolution  fee  Majfachufetts 
Hiflorical  Society  Collections^  Fourth 
Series^  Vol.  V.  p.  192.  Letter  of  Samuel 
Prince  to  Thomas  Hinckley  : “ Bofton, 
22  April,  1689.  Being  at  the  north 
end  of  the  town  I faw  boys  run  along 
the  ftreet  with  clubs  in  their  hands, 
encouraging  one  another  to  fight,  and 

halting 
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taken,  difarmed,  to  the  Council  Chamber,  where  members  of 
the  hallily  organized  government  were  aflembled.  Among 
them  Randolph  mentions  feeing  “ Five  Miniflers  of  Boflon, 
vizt.  Moode  [Moodey],  Allen,  young  Mather,  Willard,  and 
Millburn  an  Anabaptifl  Minifter,  in  the  Councill  Chamber 
on  the  eighteenth  of  Aprill  when  the  Goven"  and  myfelfe 
were  brought  out  of  the  Fort  before  them,  writeing  orders, 
and  were  authors  of  fome  of  their  printed  papers.”  The 

Governor 


hailing  towards  the  town  dock  I foon 
faw  men  running  for  their  arms.  I 
was  told  that  Captain  George  and  the 
matter  of  the  frigate  was  feized  and 
fecured  in  Mr.  Colman’s  houfe : im- 
mediately the  drums  began  to  beat, 
and  the  people  hailing  and  running 
fome  with  and  fome  for  arms.  Young 
Dudley  and  Colonel  Lidget  with  Some 
difficulty  attained  to  the  Fort;  the  poor 
boy  cried  very  much  ; whom  the  Gov- 
ernor fent  immediately  on  an  errand  to 
requell  the  four  minifters,  Mr.  Joyliffe 
and  one  or  two  more  to  come  to  him 
at  the  Fort,  pretending  that  by  them  he 
might  ftill  the  people.  The  Governor, 
with  Palmer,  Randolph,  Lidget,  Weft 
and  one  or  two  more,  were  in  the  Fort. 
Others  who  had  hidden  themfelves  in 
the  town  were  found  and  laid  hold  of. 
All  the  Companies  were  foon  rallied  to- 
gether, at  the  Town  Houfe,  where  af- 
fembled  Captain  Winthrop,  Shrimpton, 
Page  and  many  other  fubllantial  men, 
to  confult  of  matters  ; in  which  time 
the  old  Governour  [Bradftreet]  came 
among  them,  at  whofe  appearance  there 
was  a great  fhout  by  the  foldiers.  The 
King’s  jack  was  fet  up  at  the  Fort,  and 
a pair  of  colours  at  Beacon  Hill,  which 
gave  notice  to  fome  thoufands  of  sol- 
diers on  Charleftown  fide  that  the  con- 
troverfy  was  now  to  be  ended.  The 
frigate  upon  the  tidings  of  the  news 


put  out  all  her  flags  and  pennants 
and  opened  all  her  ports,  and  with  all 
fpeed  made  ready  for  fight,  under  the 
command  of  the  lieutenant, — fwearing 
that  he  would  die  before  fhe  fhould  be 
taken.  Now  aboutfourof  clock  in  the 
afternoon,  orders  were  given  to  go  and 
demand  the  Fort,  which  hour  the  fol- 
diers thought  long  for  ; and  had  it  not 
been  jull  at  that  nick,  the  Governor  and 
all  the  crew  had  made  their  efcape  on 
board  the  frigate,  a barge  being  fent  for 
them.  The  army  divided,  and  part 
came  up  on  the  back  fide  of  the  Fort, 
and  part  went  underneath  the  hill  to  the 
lower  battery,  or  fconce,  where  the  red 
coats  were  ; who  immediately  upon  their 
approach,  retired  up  the  Fort  to  their 
mafter,  who  rebuked  them  for  not  firing 
at  our  foldiers,  and  as  I am  informed 
beat  fome  of  them.  The  foldiers  turned 
the  great  guns  of  the  fconce  about  and 
mounted  them  againft  the  Fort ; they 
were  fo  void  of  fear,  that  I prefume,  had 
they  within  the  Fort  been  refolute  to 
have  loft  their  lives  in  fight,  they  might 
have  killed  an  hundred  of  us  at  once, 
being  fo  thick  togetlier  before  the 
mouths  of  their  cannons  at  the  Fort.” 

In  the  Hijtorical  Doctmicnts  of  the 
Amerdcan  Colonial  Clmrch.,  by  W.  S. 
Perry,  D.  D.,  Vol.  III.  pp.  53-64,  there 
is  a detailed  account  of  the  uprifing. 

209  pje'w  York  Colonial  Doc^l77^ents., 

Vol. 
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Governor  was  fent  a prifoner  to  Mr.  Uflier’s  houfe,  where 
he  was  ftridly  guarded,  while  Randolph,  who  had  “per- 
formed the  ceremonies  of  the  furrender  of  the  Fort,”  and 
the  others  were  thrown  into  the  common  jail.^^*^  The  next 
day  a fummons  was  fent  to  the  commander  of  the  Caflle  in 
the  harbor  to  furrender, and  an  order  was  obtained  to  that 
effeft  from  Sir  Edmund  by  threatening  him  with  the  vio- 
lence of  the  mob.^^^  “ Now  by  this  time  that  the  men  came 

back  from  the  Caflle  all  the  guns  both  in  fhips  and  batteries 
were  brought  to  bear  againfl  the  frigate,  which  were  enough 
to  have  fhattered  her  to  pieces  at  once,  refolving  to  have 
her.  But  as  it  is  incident  to  corrupt  nature  to  lay  the  blame 
of  our  evil  deeds  any  where  rather  than  ourfelves,  fo  Captain 
George  cafls  all  the  blame  now  upon  that  devil  Randolph, 
for  had  it  not  been  for  him,  he  had  never  troubled  this  good 
people.  So  earneftly  foliciting  that  he  might  not  be  con- 
flrained  to  furrender  the  fhip,  for  by  fo  doing,  both  himfelf 
and  all  his  men  fhould  lofe  their  wages,  but  giving  leave  he 

would 


Vol.  III.  p.  578.  Mr.  Randolph  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  29  May,  i6Sg,  fof. 

According  to  Byfield’s  account  mAn~ 
dros  Tratds,  Vol.  I.  p.  6,  Mr.  Stoughton 
was  the  firft  to  fpeak  to  Andros  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  faying  “ he  might 
thank  himfelf  for  the  prefent  difafter.” 
Andros  Trails ^ Vol.  II.  p.  197. 
“ With  much  ado  the  Governour  gave 
Order  for  the  furrender  of  the  Fort; 
and  the  ceremonies  of  the  furrender 
were  performed  by  Secretary  Randolph^ 
the  very  man  whofe  lyes  and  clamours 
and  malicious  unwearied  Applications 
had  the  greateft  influence  in  the  over- 
throw of  our  former  Government.”  The 
jail  was  built  of  ftone,  fituated  in  Prifon 


Lane.  See  Annals  of  King's  Chapel^ 
by  H.  W.  Foote,  Vol.  I.  p.  86. 

Majfachufetts  Archives^  Vol. 
evil.  p.  I.  “ To  Enfign  John  Pipoon, 
Comander  of  y®  Caftle.  At  y®  towne- 
houfe  in  Bofton  19^^  Aprill  1689.  Sf 
The  People  of  y®  Countrey  being  in 
Armes  and  many  hundreds  of  y™  drawne 
to  Bofton  having  y®  fort  fuddenly  deliv- 
ered up,”  etc.  Signed  by  the  Committee. 

212  u xhey  told  him,  if  he  would  not 
give  it  [the  order]  prelently  under  hand 
and  feal,  that  he  muft  expert  to  be  de- 
livered up  to  the  rage  of  the  people, 
who  doubtlefs  would  put  him  to  death. 
It  was  furrendered  with  curfing.”  See 
letter  of  Samuel  fupra. 


93 


Kdward  Randolph. 


would  go  on  board,  clofe  up  the  ports  and  bring  the  fails 
aflioar,  and  fo  they  did.”  The  people  clamored  that  the 
Governor  muft  be  put  in  a fecure  place.  To  pacify  them 
he  was  fent  under  guard  to  the  Fort.^^^ 

The  downfall  of  Andros,  fhattering  the  newly  conftrufted 
union  conflituting  the  Dominion,  for  which  Randolph  had 
labored  perfiftently,  led  to  the  immediate  refumption  of 
their  old  democratic  forms  of  government  by  the  different 
Colonies,  except  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  where  Nichol- 
fon,  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  maintained  himfelf  in  author- 
ity for  a fhort  time,  but,  finding  his  pofition  perilous,  he 
failed  foon  for  England.^^^  Although  in  Maffachufetts  a 

government 


213  Letter  of  Samuel  Prince,  fupra, 
Alfo  Majfachufetts  Archives.^  Vol. 
evil.  p.  2.  “ Order  that  the  Rofe  frig- 
ate be  difmantled.  Bofton,  22  April, 
1689.  At  the  Councill  for  fafety  of  the 
People  and  Confervation  of  the  Peace. 
Prefent:  Simon  Bradftreet,  Efq^  Prefid^ 
Tho;  Danforth,  John  Richards,  Elifha 
Cooke,  John  ffofler,  Adam  Winthrop, 
W'"  Stoughton,  Col.  Sam''  Shrimpton, 
Efq,  Jo.  Ruflell  Efq*",  John  Nelfon,  Pe. 
Seargent,  David  Waterhoufe. 

“ Sr  I am  ordered  to  fignify  unto  you 
that  for  the  quieting  of  the  People,  It 
is  defired  and  expe<Sed  that  according 
to  yr  promife  to  the  Councill,  you  caufe 
the  fades  of  the  ffrigott  to  be  brought 
on  fhore  to  be  laid  up  in  a fafe  place, 
which  Mr.  John  Fofter  and  Mr.  David 
Waterhoufe  are  defired  to  take  care  of; 
And  Mr.  Ralph  Carter  is  fent  with  this 
order  to  fee  the  fame  effedled. 

IP  Addington,  Cler. 

“ To  M'"  David  Condon,  Lieut,  of  the 
Rofe  Frigott.” 

214  See  letter  of  Samuel  Frmce, /?^pra. 

“ The  Declaration  of  the  Ge7itle7ne7i.^ 


Merchants.,  a7id  I7ihabita7its  of  Bofton 
and  the  Country  adjace7ttf  iffued  April 
18,  which  was  probably  written  by  Cot- 
ton Mather,  gives  the  reafons  for  over- 
throwing Andros,  and  enumerates  the 
grievances  fuffered  by  the  Colonifts. 

Hifory  of  Maffachufetts  Bay,  by  T. 
Hutchinfon,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  373  : “ The 
governor  and  fuch  of  the  Council  as 
had  been  molt  active,  and  other  ob- 
noxious perfons,  about  fifty  in  the  whole, 
were  feized  and  confined  and  the  old 
magiftrates  were  reinftated.  This  was 
certainly  a rafh  precipitate  proceeding. 
Little  or  no  inconvenience  could  arife 
from  a few  days  delay.”  Ibid.,  p.  382  : 
“ They  chofe  Mr.  Bradfireet  their  prefi- 
dent,  Ifaac  Addington  clerk  of  the 
Council,  and  Wait  Winthrop  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  militia,  and  ap- 
pointed officers  in  the  feveral  ports  for 
entering  and  clearing  veffels,  and  John 
Fofter  and  Adam  Winthrop,  two  of 
their  number,  ftewards  or  treafurers  ” 
The  names  of  the  Council,  thirty-feven 
in  number,  are  given  by  Hutchinfon. 

2i'»  Nicholfon  wrote  to  Bradftreet, 

Wait 
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government  according  to  the  Charter  was  re-eftablifhed  in 
form,  its  authority  was  weak  and  uncertain,  orders  from 

England 


Wait  Winthrop,  and  others  at  Bofton, 
as  follows : — 

“Gentlemen.  New-York,  1689,  if 
May.  It  was  an  extraordinary  furprize 
to  us  to  hear  of  the  confufions  the  in- 
habitants at  Bofton  have  occafioned 
by  taking  that  part  of  the  govern- 
ment to  themfelves,  and  that  they  have 
feized  upon  the  perfon  of  his  excel- 
lency and  feveral  of  the  officers.  We 
cannot  imagine,  that  any  fuch  a6lions 
can  proceed  from  any  perfon  of  quality 
amongft  them,  but  rather  promoted  by 
the  rabble,  and  that  for  the  fafety  of  his 
excellency’s  perfon  thofe  meafures  have 
been  taken  ; but  hope,  and  doubt  not, 
before  this  time,  the  fury  of  thofe  per- 
fons  may  be  allayed,  and  that  his  excel- 
lency and  the  reft  of  the  officers  may 
be  reftored  to  their  former  ftations,  or 
at  leaft  have  liberty  to  come  hither. 
For  this  part  of  the  government,  we 
find  the  people  in  general  inclined  to 
peace  and  quietnefs,  and  doubt  not  the 
people  will  remain  in  their  duties.  We 
do  not  queftion  but  you  will  fend  us  a 
fpeedy  anfwer,  the  matter  being  of  fo 
great  confequence,  tending  to  the  peace 
and  quietnefs  of  us  all,  which  if  you  do, 
we  remain  your  friends  and  fervants. 

Fra.  Nicholfon,  Frederik  Flypfe, 

N.  Bayard,  S.  Cortland.” 

The  following  anfwer  was  returned  : — 

“ Bofton,  1 1 May  1689.  Gentlemen, 
In  anfwer  to  yours  of  the  firft  of  May 
inftant,  giving  an  account  of  your  hav- 
ing received  the  general  intelligence  of 
the  revolution  occurring  here,  expreffing 
your  hopes  that  before  this  time  the 
fury  of  the  people  may  be  allayed,  and 
that  Sir  Edmund  Andros  and  the  reft 
of  the  officers  may  be  reftored  to  their 
former  ftations,  or  at  leaft  have  liberty 
to  come  to  you,  We  perceive  you  have 


not  a particular  account  how  things  are 
at  prefent  circumftanced  with  us,  there 
being  no  other  form  of  government 
than  a committee  for  fafety  of  the  peo- 
ple and  confervation  of  the  peace,  the 
foldiers  ftill  continuing  in  arms.  And 
the  people  are  fo  well  fatisfied  in  the 
juftifiablenefs  of  their  late  a6tions,  that 
they  continue  their  fpirit  and  refolution, 
to  purfue  what  they  have  put  forth  in 
their  public  declaration  printed,  which 
is  here  inclofed,  as  alfo  a printed  copy 
of  the  advice  given  by  ourfelves  and 
others  unto  Sir  Edmund,  which  will 
fhew  the  neceffity  of  our  then  interpof- 
ing.  And  we  have  no  other  ftation 
than  to  intend  the  common  fafety  and 
confervation  of  the  peace,  and  it  is  not 
in  our  power  to  fet  any  perfons  at  liberty 
who  are  confined  and  kept  by  the  fol- 
diers. This  being  all  the  prefent  an- 
fwer we  can  make  to  you,  if  accepted, 
we  remain,  Gentlemen,  your  friends  and 
fervants,  S.  Bradftreet, 

Wait  Winthrop. 

“To  Capt.  Fran.  Nicholfon,  Fred.  Phil- 
lips, Nich.  Bayard,  and  Stephen 
Cortland,  Efq’’^” 

Hijlory  of  Maffachufetts  Bay,  by 
T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  384. 
Hutchinfon  adds  in  a note:  “The  in- 
habitants of  New  York,  having  never 
experienced  any  great  degree  of  liberty, 
there  would  have  been  no  grounds  of 
fears  of  a revolt,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  example  of  New  England.  From 
their  firft  fubjedtion  to  England,  the 
government  had  been  the  fame,  and  the 
Dutch  governors  who  preceded  were  not 
lefs  absolute  than  the  Englifh.” 

For  an  account  of  the  feizure  of  the 
government  of  the  Province  by  Jacob 
Leifler  for  the  Proteftant  caufe  and  for 
King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  see 

New 
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England  being  waited  for.  The  majority  of  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  towns,  who  affembled  in  Bofton  on  the  2 2d  of 
May,  wifhed  to  fettle  the  government  on  the  old  founda- 
tions, without  waiting  for  inftruftions  from  England,  but  the 
larger  part  of  the  Council  hefitated,  fome  of  them  hoping  to 
obtain  from  the  liberal  party  in  power  in  England  a new 
Charter  without  the  defeds  of  the  old  one.^^^  On  the  24th 
the  Governor  and  the  Magiftrates  eleded  in  1686,  before  the 
formal  notification  of  the  annulling  of  the  Charter  had  been 
received,  fignified  their  willingnefs  to  continue  in  office 
temporarily,  “provided  an  addition  fliould  be  made  of  fit 
perfons  to  aflift  them.”^^^  Two  days  later  came  “the  mofl 
joyful  news  ever  received  in  New  England,”  that  William 

and 


New  York  Colonial  Documents.,  Vol. 
III.  p.  585,  et feq. 

By  a recommendation  made  by 
the  Council  on  the  2d  of  May  fixty-fix 
reprefentatives  of  forty-three  towns  met 
in  Bofton  on  the  loth,  when  it  was  de- 
cided by  them  and  the  Council  to  re- 
queft  a fuller  reprefentation  to  meet  on 
the  22d,  and  alfo  that  the  number  of  the 
Council  fliould  be  increafed  by  choice 
made  by  the  reprefentatives.  “ Anfwer 
of  the  Council  to  the  Declaration  of  the 
Reprefentatives,”  in  Maffachufetts  Hif- 
torical  Society  Collellions,  Foiirth 
Series,  Vol.  VIII.  p.  708. 

Hutchinfon  fays,  in  his  Hi/iory  of 
Majfachufetts  Bay,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  pp. 
382,  386 : “ There  were  many  who  were 
defirous  of  a fettlement  from  England, 
fenfible  of  the  defeats  in  the  Charter. 
The  reprefentatives  of  fifty-four  towns 
met  at  Bofton,  on  the  22d  of  May.  Forty 
towns  had  inftrudled  their  reprefent- 
atives to  reaifume  the  charter.  The 
major  part  of  the  Council  were  againft 


it.  Two  days  were  fpent  in  difputes. 
The  people  without  doors  were  alfo 
much  divided  in  fentiments.” 

The  new  members  refigned  im- 
mediately, in  order  to  preferve  har- 
mony. Majfachufetts  Hifiorical  Society 
CollePlions,  Fifth  Series,  Vol.  VIII. 
p.  491.  “The  Declaration  of  Wait 
Winthrop,  Samuel  Shrimpton,  J.  Nel- 
fon,  Peter  Sargent,  John  Fofler,  Adam 
Winthrop,  Richard  Sprague,  Natlfi^ 
Oliver,  JoP  Dumer,  Jn°  Eyre,  And'^ 
Belcher,  25  May.  Relying  on  the 
integrity  of  y verball  and  printed 
promifes,  by  inviolably  preferving  this 
people  & place  in  obedience,  unto  the 
diredlion  wee  expedt  from  the  Crowne 
of  England,  and  good  treatment  to  the 
perfons  of  all  and  feverall  the  gentle- 
men, as  was  by  us  fignified  in  our  ad- 
vice unto  Sr  Edmund  Andros,  upon 
delivery  up  of  the  fort,  wee  fliall  en- 
deavour to  pacifie  the  diflatisfied  and 
promote  the  publick  tranquillity  as  far 
as  in  us  lies.” 
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and  Mary  had  been,  on  the  13th  of  February,  proclaimed 
King  and  Queen  of  England,  and  on  the  29th  of  May  the 
proclamation  was  publifhed  in  Boflon  with  great  cere- 
mony.^^®  A newly  elected  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  having 
affembled  on  June  5th,  an  effort  was  made  by  the  Council  to 
liberate  Sir  Edmund  and  the  other  prifoners,  but  without 
fuccefs.^^^  The  houfe,  not  being  in  a lenient  mood,  voted 
“ that  S’"  Edmund  Andros  be  forthw^^'  removed  to  the  Cattle 
and  carefully  kept  and  fecured  (till  further  order)  by  a fuf- 
ficient  gard.” 

Randolph 


Hijlory  of  M affachufetts  Bay,  by 
T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  387. 
“ The  fears  of  the  people  of  any  very 
bad  confequences  from  their  late  a6fions 
were  now  over.  On  the  29’^''  the  proc- 
lamation was  publifhed  in  Bolton  with 
greater  ceremony  than  had  been  known, 
the  governor  and  council,  civil  and 
military  officers,  merchants  of  the  town, 
and  principal  gentlemen  of  the  town 
and  country  being  on  horfeback,  the 
regiment  of  the  town,  and  many  com- 
panies of  horfe  and  foot  from  the  coun- 
try, appearing  in  arms ; a grand  enter- 
tainment was  prepared  in  the  town 
houfe,  and  wine  was  ferved  out  to  the 
foldiers.” 

For  details  of  the  Revolution  in  Eng- 
land, fee  Diary  ofJoh7t  Evelyn.  “ Nov. 
14.  88,  The  Queene  prepares  to  go  to 
Portfmoqth  for  fafety.  2 Dec.  the 
greate  favorites  at  Court,  Priefts,  and 
Jefuits  fly  or  abfcond.  Dec.  9.  the 
rabble  demolilhed  all  Popifli  chapels. 
Dec.  18.  I faw  the  King  take  barge  at 
Gravefend  at  12  o’clock  — a fad  fight ! 
The  Prince  [of  Orange]  comes  to  St. 
James’  and  fills  Whitehall  with  Dutch 
guards.  All  the  world  go  to  fee  the 
Prince  at  St.  James’  where  there  is  a 
greate  court.  There  I faw  him.  1689 


Mar.  29.  Parliament  preparing  the 
Coronation  oath.  Ap.  12  Scotland  de- 
clares for  K.  William  and  Qu.  Mary, 
with  the  reafons  for  their  fetting  afide 
K.  James,  not  as  abdicating,  but  forfeit- 
ing his  right  by  maladminiftration.  The 
new  Privy  Council  have  a Republican 
fpirit.  26  Ap.  now  appeared  the  a6l 
of  Indulgence  for  the  diflenters,  but 
not  exempting  them  paying  due  to  the 
Church  of  England  cleargy.  17  Nov. 
A convocation  of  the  Cleargy  meet 
about  a Reformation  of  our  Liturgy, 
canons  etc.  obfl;ru(5ted  by  others  of  the 
Cleargy.” 

M affachufetts  Archives,  Vol. 

evil.  p.  84.  “ Its  propofed  that  y® 
Reprefentatives  now  convened  do  draw 
up  articles  of  charge  feverally  againft 
the  faid  Gent™  feting  forth  y cauies  of 
their  confinement  and  reafons  for  their 
being  fo  continued,  or  that  fome  order 
be  taken  for  their  releafe  or  inlargem*^ 
upon  fecurity.  Vot'^  by  y®  Council.  6 
June,  1689.  IP  Addington,  Secy.” 

220  Ibid.,  fame  date.  The  vote  was 
figned  by  “ Ebenezer  Prout,  Clerk  to 
the  Reprefentatives  and  confented  to 
by  the  Councill.  IP  Addington  Secy.” 
The  Council  having  faid  they  “ did 
not  intend  afllimption  of  Charter  Gov- 
ernment,” 


Edward  Randolph. 


Randolph,  knowing  that  the  feeling  of  hoftility  againft  him 
was  very  flrong,  being  confidered  the  chief  author  of  all  the 
troubles,  writes  that  “ all  the  blame  lyes  upon  me,  who  firfl 
attacked  and  overthrew  their  Charter,  and  was  made  the 
officer  to  continue  their  Egyptian  fervitude  by  my  office  of 
Colledor.”  He  also  wrote  from  prifon  to  the  Governor  of 
Barbadoes  a letter  which  appears  to  have  reached  its  deflina- 
tion : “ I intreat  you  to  reprefent  my  ftate  to  the  Earls  of 
Clarendon  and  Rochefler  by  the  firfl  opportunity,  and  that 
the  Governor  and  I may  be  fent  for  home  by  fome  frigotts.  I 
am  confident  they  will  never  part  with  me,  unleffe  demanded 
by  a force  or  their  fhips  ftoped  in  the  plantations  till  I am 
delivered  up  for  their  liberty  and  licenfe  to  trade.  I mufl 
confeffe  there  have  been  ill  men  from  New  York,  who  have 
too  much  fluddied  the  difeafe  of  this  people,  and  both  in 
courts  and  councills  they  have  not  been  treated  well.  How- 
ever, 

of  ancient  pofleffions.  I have  openly 
fpoken  againft  the  grant  of  Lynn  and 
Cambridge  Common  and  did  certainly 
prevent  thofe  grants  and  particularly 
the  grant  of  Charleftovvn  Common. 
Concerning  the  war  at  the  eaflward  I 
did  reprefent  my  opinion  to  bee  that 
wee  were  not  able  to  fupport  a great 
force,  that  it  were  better  to  put  the 
rebells  heads  at  a good  value  and  to 
imploy  the  Maquas  [Mohawks]  and 
Englifh  volunteers  to  hunt  for  them  at 
fuch  a price.”  Maffachujetts  Hijtorical 
Society  ColleRio7ts,  Eighth  Series^  Vol. 
III.  p.  501. 

On  the  7th,  Benjamin  Bullivant  peti- 
tioned to  be  releafed  from  prifon.  Maf- 
fachufetts  Archives.,  Vol.  CVII.  p.  88. 
He  was  fet  free  on  the  12th.  On  the 
7th,  Capt.  Trefry  and  Enfign  Pipoon 
were  releafed. 
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ernment,”  the  Reprefentatives  voted 
on  7 June  that  “ the  Governor  and 
Council  aflume  the  exercife  of  Govern- 
ment according  to  our  Charter  rules 
and  according  to  the  Laws  made  by 
our  Charter  Government  (not  repug- 
nant to  the  Laws  of  England)  until  fur- 
ther order  from  England  and  that  the 
Major  Generali  and  the  five  Affiftants 
lately  chofen  take  their  refpe<5tive 
oaths,”  which  was  confented  to  by  the 
Governor  and  Council. 

On  June  5th,  Jofeph  Dudley,  who 
was  in  prifon,  and  againft  whom  there 
was  a very  hoflile  feeling,  wrote  a long 
letter  to  Rev.  Cotton  Mather  to  explain 
and  extenuate  his  aflions.  “ I believed 
the  claufe  in  his  [Andros’s]  commiffion 
referring  to  patenting  of  lands  did  in- 
tend and  concerne  the  great  wafte  of 
undifpofed  lands  and  not  the  patenting 
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ever,  nothing  done  can  amount  to  countenance  fuch  an  open 
rebellion.”  He  then  warns  the  Governor  of  the  probable 
arrival  at  his  ifland  of  fome  pirates  from  New  England,  who 
ought  to  be  feized  : “ This  I heartily  refer  to  your  condudl 
and  privacy,  my  life  lying  at  flake  for  the  leaft  difcovery. 
I cannot  trufl  Mr.  Rudger,  father  in  law  to  Mr.  Weft,  with 
us,  who  has  been  a great  inflrument  in  impofmg  upon  this 
people.” A few  days  later  he  wrote  to  the  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury  a letter  introducing  Rev.  Mr.  Ratcliffe,  who  in- 
tended to  leave  foon  for  England,  but  who  did  not,  however, 
fail  until  July.^^^  Mr.  Ratcliffe  appears  to  have  been  well 
treated  perfonally  by  the  colonifls  during  the  exciting  days 
of  the  revolution;  the  new  church  building,  however,  fuf- 
fered  fome  flight  damage.^^^  In  this  letter  Randolph  gives 
an  account  of  the  revolt : “ They  have  imprifoned  y®  Gov*’  in 
the  fort,  they  keep  me  in  the  common  Goal,  giving  out  he 

is 


221  HutchinforC s Colle^lion  of  Papers^ 
Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  314.  Mr. 
Randolph  to  the  Governor  of  Barba- 
does.  Goal  in  Bofton,  16  May,  1689, 
pofi. 

Macaulay,  in  his  Hiflory  of  England^ 
Vol.  II.  p.  406,  ed.  1861,  fpeaks  of 
Lord  Clarendon  as  follows  : “ It  is  a 
remarkable  fa6l  that  the  chief  of  this 
party  [that  wifhed  to  treat  James  II. 
with  feverity]  was  a peer,  who  had  been 
a vehement  Tory,  and  who  afterwards 
died  a Nonjuror,  Clarendon.  He  knew 
that  the  afperity,  with  which  he  had  in 
the  royal  prefence,  cenfured  the  whole 
fyftem  of  government,  had  given  mortal 
offence  to  his  old  mafter.  On  the  other 
hand  he  might  as  the  uncle  of  the  Prin- 
ceffes,  hope  to  be  great  and  rich  in  the 
new  world  which  was  about  to  begin.” 


222  Annals  of  King’s  Chapel^  by  H. 
W.  Foote,  Vol.  I.  p.  86. 

See  Andros  Trails,  Vol.  II.  p.  212, 
for  an  account  of  damage  done  to  the 
church.  Ratcliffe  wifhed  to  come  back 
to  Bofton,  according  to  a letter  of 
Charles  Lidgett  from  London  to  F. 
Foxcroft,  dated  28  May,  1690,  in  the 
Annals  of  King'‘s  Chapel,  by  H.  W. 
Foote,  Vol.  I.  p.  86.  “ Mr.  Ratcliffe 

has  a mind  once  again  upon  little  en- 
couragement to  leave  a fure  Benefice 
here  for  another  Strool  into  America.” 
For  the  fevere  and  even  cruel  treat- 
ment fuffered  by  the  clergy  of  thS  An- 
glican Church  in  Scotland  after  the 
Revolution  in  retaliation  for  their  op- 
preffive  condu6l,  fee  Hiflory  of  Eng- 
land,  1^  T.  B.  Macaulay,  Vol.  II.  p.  230, 
ed.  iSoi. 
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is  a Papift  & that  I have  committed  Treafon.  Their 
printed  Papers  which  Ml  RatclifFe  will  prefent  to  your 
Grace  will  give  an  account  of  their  adtions  but  nothing 
therein  thats  juflly  charged.  I heare  M*"  Mather  and  others 
are  foliciting  hard  for  a new  charter ; I hope  I may  have 

his 


224  a The  petition  of  Sir  William 
Phips  Knight,  and  Increafe  Mather, 
Redtor  of  the  Colledge  at  Cambridge, 
in  New  England,  to  King  William  III.,” 
begging  that  the  Charters  of  New  Eng- 
land might  be  reftored  as  they  were  be- 
fore the  quo  warranto,  is  printed  in 
Majfachujetts  Htjlorical  Society  Col- 
leRions,  Fourth  Series^  Vol.  VIII. 

p.  705- 

State  Papers.,  Colonial.,  Entry  Book 
loi,  page  200,  20  Feb.  i68-|. 

[Petition  of  Phipps  and  Mather.] 

“ At  the  Committee  for  Trade  & Plan- 
tations In  the  Council-Chamber  at 
Whitehall  Wednefday  the  20^*?  of  ffeb^.y 
i68f. 

“ Prefent ; Lord  Privy  Seal,  Marq  : of 
Winchefter,  Lord  Steward,  Earl  of 
Shrewfbury,  L^  Vifco‘  Fauconberg, 
Lord  Vifc‘.  Mordant,  S^.  Henry  Capel, 
M^.  Powle,  M^  Hambden,  M^  Bofcawen. 


The  Petition  of  St  W™  Phipps 
and  Mt  Increafe  Mather 
referrd  by  His  Ma‘y®  Or- 
der of  the  I3^^  Inftant 
read,  praying  that  the 
Colonys  of  the  Maffachufets  Bay,  New 
Plimouth,  Conedticut,  Rhode  Illand, 
and  Providence  Plantation  in  New- 
England,  may  have  their  refpedtive 
Charters  reftored  vnto  them,  And 
their  Magiftrats  permitted  to  take 
vpon  them  the  Government  of  thofe 
Colonies.  And  the  Pett®  attending 
called  in  and  heard  by  their 


New  England 
Petition  for 
reviving  the 
Charters. 


are 


Council,  and  having  complained  of  an 
Irregular  Proceeding  vpon  the  Scire 


facias,  whereby  the  Charter  of  the 
Maflachufets  Bay  was  vacated ; their 
^ , _ LoP®  order  that  S';  Rob- 

fnd  theTtSne^y ^rt  Sawyer,  who  was 
in  ye  Proceedings  Attorney  General,  dur- 

!oElops“'  Proceedings 

and  M^  Penryn  Clerk  of 
the  Petty-Bag  Office,  together  with  the 
Attorney  vpon  Record,  have  notice  to 
attend  at  y^  next  Meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee, with  ye  Record  of  the  Scire 
Facias  and  Judgement,  vpon  which  the 
Charter  of  the  Maftachufets  Bay  was 
vacated,  in  order  to  give  their  LoP^  an 
acco";  of  the  Proceedings.” 

State  Papers,  Colonial.,  Entry  Book 
109,  page  201,  22  Feb.  i68|-. 
[Concerning  granting  of  New  Char- 
ter; &c.] 

“ At  the  Committee  for  Trade  & Plan- 
tations In  the  Council-Chamber  at 
White  Hall  Friday  the  22^  of  Febru- 
ary i68f. 

“ Prefent : Lord  Prefident,  Lord  Privy 
Seal,  Lord  Steward,  Earl  of  Shrewf- 
bury, Earl  of  Bath,  Earl  of  Nottingham, 
L^  Vifco‘  Fauconberg,  Lord  Vifcl  Mor- 
dant, Lord  Vifco*.  Lumley,  Lord  BP  of 
London,  S^  Henry  Capell,  S^  John 
Lowther,  Mt  Powle,  M^  Hampden, 
M^  Bofcawen. 

“ Sir  W?  Phipps  ® M^  Mather  at- 
tending with  their  Council 
are  called  in  and  Heard. 
After  which  S^.  Robert 
Sawyer  gives  their  LoP® 
an  account  of  the  feveral  proceedings 
vpon  a Quo  Warranto  @ Scire  Facias 
againft  the  Charter  of  the  Maflachufets 

Bay 


New  Engld 
Peti}  for 
Restoring  ye 
Charters  heard 


lOO 
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his  commands  to  come  for  England  & fliew  the  Rea- 

fon  why  their  former  was  vacated  & fhew  the  Great  & irre- 

pairable 


A Gov^ 
to  be  sent. 


Bay,  And  that  Judgement  had  been 
given  againft  their  Charter,  For  levying 
Money  illegaly  vpon  His  Sub- 

je6ts  ; For  Coyning  of  Money;  For  im- 
pofing  an  Oath  of  fidelity  to  themfelves 
vpon  the  Inhabitants,  not  being  free  of 
the  Company;  For  making  feveral 
Crimes  Treafon  @ Felony  that  were  not 
foe  by  Law.  Whereupon  their  Lo?®  tak- 
ing notice  that  His  Ma‘y’®  Revenue  in  f 
Plantations  is  very  much  concerned 
herein  ; As  alfoe  that  the  French  who 
border  vpon  thefe  Colonys  have  lately 
Invaded  His  Ma^y>  Dominions  in  thefe 
parts.  It  is  agreed  to  offer,  That  His 
Ma‘y  bee  pleafed  to  fend  forthwith  a 
Governor  to  New  Eng- 
land in  the  place  of 
Edmund  Andros,  with  a 
Provifional  Commiffion  and  Inftru6lions 
to  Proclaim  His  Mat^  in  thofe  Colonys 
@ to  take  the  prefent  care  of  the  Ad- 
miniftration  of  the  Government  of  thofe 
Parts  vntil  further  Order.  In  which 
Commiffion  and  Inflru6lions  it  may  bee 
expreffed  that  noe  Money  fhall  bee  raifed 
by  y®  Governor  and  Council  only.  And 
their  Lo?®  will  likewife  propofe,  That 
^ His  Ma‘.y  doe  thereupon 

a further  give  fuch  further  Order 

Establishment  foj.  preparing,  as  foon  as 

may  bee,  luch  a further 
Eftablifhml  as  may  bee  lafteing  and 
preferve  the  Rights  and  Privileges 
of  the  People  of  New  EngH,  and  yet 
Referve  fuch  a Dependance  on  the 
Crown  of  England  as  fhall  bee  thought 
requifit. 

On  the  26*’’  of  this  month 
their  LoU^  having  accord- 
ingly made  Report  to 
His  Maly  in  Council, 
His  Ma^y  was  thereupon 
pleafed  to  Order,  That  it  bee  Referred 


“ Mem'^“"“ 

Ordered  in 
Council  that 
a new  Charter 
bee  prepared. 


back  to  the  Committee  to  confider  of 
and  prepare  the  Draught  of  a New 
Charter  to  bee  granted  to  the  In- 
habitants of  New  England,  And  may 
preferve  the  Rights  and  Propertys  of 
thofe  Colonys,  and  referve  fuch  a de- 
pendance on  the  Crown  according  to 
the  Report ; And  that  inftead  of  a Gov- 
ernor to  bee  fent  in  the  room  of  Si  Ed- 
mund Andros,  there  bee  appointed  two 
^ Commiffioners  to  take 

Commissioners  vpon  them  the  Adminif- 

to  bee  sent  tration  of  the  Govern- 

ment  there,  with  Direc- 
tions immediatly  to  Proclaim  the  King 
and  Queen,  as  alfoe  that  fuch  Mer- 
chants and  Planters  as  are  at  prefent  in 
England,  attend  the  Committee,  in  or- 
der to  Recommend  to  their  Lo?®  one  of 
the  Commiffioners  for  His  MaT®  appro- 
bation. ” 

Hijtory  of  M afachufetts  Bay,  by  T. 
Hutchinfon,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  389. 

“ The  houfe  of  Commons  voted  the  . 
taking  away  the  charters  of  the  planta- 
tions to  be  a grievance,  and  a bill  paffed 
the  houfe  for  reftoring  charters,  and  the 
New  England  charters  were  expreffly 
mentioned  ; but  whilft  the  bill  lay  in  the 
houfe  of  Lords,  the  Parliament,  fooner 
than  expefted,  was  prorogued,  the  King 
going  to  Ireland. 

“ At  a committee  of  grievances,  Mar- 
tis  5°  Martii  i688[9],  refolved  nem.  con. 
that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee, 
that  the  late  profecutions  of  quo  war- 
ranto againft  the  cities,  two  univerfities, 
the  towns  corporate,  boroughs  and  cinq 
ports,  and  the  plantations,  and  the  judg- 
ment thereupon,  and  the  furrenders  of 
charters  to  the  violation  of  their  ancient 
rights,  are  illegal  and  grievances.  By 
the  houfe  ‘ Refolved,  that  this  houfe 
doth  agree  with  the  laid  committee  in 
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Rdward  Randolph. 

pairable  Ioffe  that  will  attend  the  Crown  upon  granting  it. 
I humbly  intreat  the  favour  that  I may  be  fent  for  home  to 
anfwer  the  crimes  laid  to  my  charge,  that  I may  not  after 
all  my  difficultyes  & hardfliips  rott  to  death  in  a nafty  Gaol 
for  my  faithfull  Service  to  the  Crown.  The  bottom  and 
ground  of  all  their  Complaints  is  that  Gov"'  Andros  endeav- 
oured to  execute  the  A6ls  of  Trade,  and  prevented  their  har- 
boring pirates,  and  this  liberty  they  count  & fue  for  under 
the  name  of  a Charter.  Mr  Ratcliffe  has  got  us  a church 
built  & a large  Congregation,  but  now  he  is  forced  to  come 
for  England  to  folicit  for  the  enlargement  of  many  of  his 
conflant  hearers  imprifoned  for  no  other  reafon  but  becaufe 
they  were  of  the  Church  of  England.” 

The  following  day  he  fent  to  the  newly  appointed  Lords 
of  Trade  “a  fliort  narrative  of  the  prefent  unfettled  ftate  of 
his  Ma*^®  territory  and  dominion  of  New  England,”  in  which 
he  fpeaks  of  the  neceffity  of  a fpeedy  fettlement  of  the  gov- 
ernment, fo  as  to  prevent  the  French  of  Canada,  who  had 
four  thoufand  armed  men,  and  who  had  feized  fome  of  the 
chiefs  of  the  Five  Nations,  from  taking  poffeffion  of- the  land 
belonging  to  the  Englifli  and  of  the  beaver  trade,  but  not 
by  granting  a new  Charter  or  reftoring  the  old  one.  “ The 

only 

faid  refolve,  and  that  the  late  profecu-  Dr.  Wm.  Bancroft,  Archbifhop  of  Can- 
tion  of  quo  warrantos  againft  the  cities,  terbury,  28  May,  1689, 
two  univerfities,  the  towns  corporate.  In  the  records  of  King’s  Chapel  is 
boroughs  and  cinq  ports,  and  planta-  the  following  entry  : “Note  that  on  18 
tions,  and  judgment  thereupon,  and  the  Aprill  preceding  the  date  on  the  other 
furrenders  of  charters  to  the  violation  fide  began  a moft  impious  & deteftable 
of  their  ancient  rights  are  illegal  and  a rebellion  againft  the  King’s  Majeftys 
grievance.’  ” Government,  the  Governor  and  all  juft 

225  JSJew  Enp^lajtd  Hijlorical  and  men  to  the  fame  were  brought  under 
Getiealogical  Regijler.,  Vol.  XXXVII.  reftraint.”  Annals  of  King's  Chapel^ 
p.  273.  Letter  of  Edward  Randolph  to  by  H.  W.  Foote,  Vol.  I.  p.  82. 
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only  reafon  the  colonifts  wifh  for  a charter  is  to  give  them 
liberty  to  trade  with  European  nations  without  paying 
duties  in  England.  Col.  Dongan  fent  troops  to  Albany 
to  affift  the  Five  Nations  againfl  the  French,  for  which  expe- 
dition he  has  charged  about  fix  thoufand  four  hundred 
pounds,  of  which  I have  fomething  (when  in  England)  to 
lay  before  your  Lordfhips.  Notwithftanding  all  the  preten- 
fions  of  grievances  menconed  in  their  papers  and  cryes  of 
oppreffion  it's  not  the  perfon  of  S’"  Edmund  Andros,  but  the 
government  itfelf  they  defigne  to  have  removed.  Among 
the  agents  in  England  foliciting  the  refloration  of  the 
charter  are  Mr.  Richard  Wharton,  a great  undertaker  for 
pyrates  and  promoter  of  irregular  trade,  and  Mr.  Sewall, 
formerly  Matter  of  the  Mint,  who  was  a lofer  by  putting 
that  down,  as  the  pirates  ufed  to  have  their  flolen  filver 
coined  by  him.  Their  prefent  pradlice  fince  their  revolt  is 
a fufficient  demonftracon  of  what  they  intend  to  doe  when 
they  receive  a Charter.  They  have  already  fett  at  liberty 
feverall  pyrates  imprifoned  in  the  common  gaole.  My  Lords, 
I am  kept  very  inhumanely  and  the  Governor  worfe,  whofe 
packett  fent  by  expreffe  order  from  Whitehall  and  letters  of 
both  publick  and  private  concernes  of  his  and  mine  are 
ftop’d  and  opened  by  S"  William  Phips,  who  fays  the  Gov- 
ern’’ is  a rogue  and  fhall  not  have  his  packetts  nor  letters, 
and  pretends  an  order  for  fo  doing  and  keeps  them  from  us. 
I humbly  intreat  the  favour  off  your  Lordfhips  that  I be 
not  expofed  here  to  the  malice  of  thofe  who  for  my  faithfull 
fervice  to  the  Crowne  for  fourteen  yeares  in  this  countrey 
are  become  my  enemyes.  I have  many  things  (relating  to 
the  well  being  of  this  countrey)  of  great  import  to  His 

Ma'y^ 
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fervice,  which  being  now  a clofe  prifoner  and  all  my 
papers  and  materiall  writeings  kept  from  me,  I am  in  no 
condition  to  tranfmitt  to  yo*"  Lordfhips,  but  expedl  with 
patience  by  yo*"  Lordfliips  direccons  for  a fpeedy  opportu- 
nity for  fo  doing.” 

A fecond  effort  was  made  by  the  Council  to  have  the 
prifoners  liberated,  which  was  thought  could  be  accom- 
pliflied  by  propofing  to  fet  free  all  the  prifoners  except  the 
Governor  but  the  Reprefentatives  were  not  in  the  mood 
to  comply,  and  they  refolved  “that  Sir  Edmund  Andros 
and  the  other  prifoners  are  not  bailable.”  In  the  refolve 

the 


226  New  York  Colonial  Docume7its., 
Vol.  III.  p.  578.  Mr.  Randolph  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  29  May,  i68g,  po/i. 

On  the  8th  of  June,  Governor  Brad- 
flreet  wrote  on  behalf  of  the  Council 
and  Reprefentatives  to  John  Hampden, 
grandfon  of  the  famous  John  Hampden, 
thanking  him  for  his  intereft  in  Maffa- 
chufetts  and  his  efforts  “ for  the  nulling 
of  that  Judgment  entred  againft  us.  And 
hoping  that  in  this  day  of  General  Ref- 
toration  of  Charters  and  English  Liber- 
ties we  fhall  not  be  forgotten,  nor  left 
without  our  Share  therein,  but  be  again 
fixt  and  fetled  in  our  former  Charter 
Government.”  Maffachiifetts  Hijiorical 
Society  Collellions,  Fourth  Series.,  Vol. 
VIII.  p.  538. 

According  to  Evelyn  the  Charter  of 
the  City  of  London  was  not  reftored 
until  24  May,  1690. 

227  Majfachufetts  Archives.,  Vol. 
evil.  p.  108.  Draft  of  propofals  to 
liberate  the  gentlemen  under  reflraint, 
except  Sir  Edmund  Andros.  “The 
mag*''  doe  propofe  that  the  reft  of  the 
Gentlemen  under  reftraint.  Sir  Edmund 
Andros  only  excepted,  be  enlarged  giv- 
ing bond  with  fureties  as  M"  Lidgett 


hath  done  or  as  this  Court  fhall  order.” 
13  June,  1689.  On  the  fame  day  John 
Weft  petitioned  to  be  releafed.  Ibid.., 
p.  109.  Also  on  the  13th  the  Governor, 
Council,  and  Convention  of  the  Repre- 
fentatives ordered  that  all  towns  fhould 
feledl  their  town  officers  as  “ before 
the  chang  of  the  Cover*  in  May  1686.” 
M affachufetts  Hijloidcal  Society  Col- 
leliiofts.,  Fourth  Series,  Vol.  VIII.  p. 
710.  On  22  June  it  was  declared  '•'•  by 
order  of  the  Convention,  that  all  laws 
in  force,  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of 
England,  before  the  12  of  May,  1686, 
are  and  do  continue  in  force  till  further 
fettlement,”  M ajfach ufetts  A rch ives, 

Vol.  CVH.  p.  94.  The  term  Conven- 
tion was  evidently  ufed  in  imitation  of 
the  Convention  in  England,  which  be- 
came a Parliament.  On  12  June,  John 
Ufher  was  called  to  account  for  “raife- 
ing  of  money  in  an  arbitrary  way.” 
Ibid.,  p.  99. 

228  Ibid.,  p.  15 1.  Refolves  of  the 
Reprefentatives  that  Sir  Edmund  An- 
dros and  the  other  prifoners  are  not 
bailable  : — 

“ Ordered  by  the  Reprefentatives, 
That  the  pfons  underwritten  (according 

to 
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the  reafons  are  ftated  for  not  allowing  them  to  be  freed  on 
bail.  In  the  cafe  of  Edward  Randolph  it  was  faid  he  “ is 
not  Baylable,  he  having  broken  a Capitall  Law  of  this  Colony- 
in  endeavouring  and  accomplifliing  the  fubverfion  of  our 
Government  and  having  been  an  evill  Counfellor.” 

The  penalties  being  fevere  to  which  the  prifoners  were 
expofed  under  the  laws  of  the  Charter  government,  efpe- 
cially  for  thofe  accufed  of  fubverting  the  government,  efforts 
were  made  by  their  friends  in  England  to  prevent  its  refto- 
ration,  and  to  have  the  prifoners  brought  to  England  for 

trial. 


to  Declaration  given  out  by  the  Gen- 
tlemen, Merchants  and  Inhabitants  of 
Bofton  with  the  Townes  adjacent,  are 
not  bayable  but  muft  of  neceffity  be  re- 
ferved  for  Tryal  by  direction  from  the 
Crown  of  England,  and  for  the  reft  that 
are  in  hold  not  mentioned  we  cannot 
fee  Reafon  yet  to  releafe  them  untill 
fuch  meafures  bee  taken  as  may  be  fafe 
by  opening  of  courts. 

Jofeph  Dudley,  Edmund  Andros,  Ed- 
ward Randolph,  John  Weft,  John 
Palmer,  James  Graham,  George 
ffarewell. 

“June  24‘>  1689. 

“Attefts  Ebenezer  Prout,  Clerk.” 
“ Refolved  by  the  Reprefentatives, 
That  Jofeph  Dudley  is  not  bayable 
he  having  broken  a Capitall  Law  of  this 
Colony  in  fubverting  our  Government 
and  ufurping  Government  over  us  upon 
an  Illegall  and  Arbitrary  Comiffion 
againft  the  fundamental!  Laws  of  Eng- 
land, and  fmce  as  a Judge  under  Sir 
Edmund  not  regarding  the  King’s  Oath. 

“ That  Sir  Edmund  Andros  is  not  bail- 
able he  being  guilty  of  receiving  and 
executing  illegall  Comiffions  exerting 
arbitrary  and  defpotick  power  contrary 
to  the  fundamental!  Laws  of  England 
and  the  Laws  of  this  Colony. 


“ That  Edward  Randolph  is  not 
Bayable  he  having  broken  a Capitall 
Law  of  this  Colony  in  endeavouring 
and  accompliftiing  the  fubverfton  of  our 
Government  and  having  been  an  evill 
Counfellor. 

“ That  M'-.  John  Palmer  is  not  Bayable 
he  haveing  as  a Judge  not  regarded  the 
King’s  Oath  and  been  an  evill  Concel- 
lour  unto  Sir  Edmund. 

“That  John  Weft  James  Gra- 
ham and  George  ffarewell  are  not 
bayable  having  been  Agents  and  Ac- 
complices with  St  Edmund  in  his  trea- 
fonable  and  unjuft  Actions. 

“ That  Mt  James  Sherlock  is  not 
Bayable  haveing  been  Guilty  of  picking 
and  packing  of  Juries  (contrary  to  Law) 
whereby  many  of  his  Maj^i“  good  Sub- 
je6ts  have  been  layd  under  great  and 
unjuft  fines  and  other  moleftations,  and 
alfo  extorting  unreafonable  fees. 

“Voted  in  the  affirmative. 

“ June  28,  1689. 

“ Attefts  Ebenezer  Prout,  Clerk.” 

On  the  29th  of  June,  Mather  and 
Sewall  heard  of  the  revolution  in  New 
England.  Sewall  notes  in  his  Diary, 
“ I read  the  news  of  Bofton,  and  then 
gave  it  Mr.  Mather  to  read.  We  were 
ftirprif’d  with  joy.” 
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trial.  Among  others,  Randolph’s  wife  petitioned  King 
William  that  her  hufband  “ may  be  fent  for  into  England  to 
anfwer  before  your  ma^'®  to  whatfoever  may  be  laid  to  his 
Charge,  he  having  ferved  the  Crowne  this  30  yeares,  and  has 
alwayes  demeaned  himfelfe  as  a dutifull  and  loyall  Subjedl 
and  is  & alwayes  was  a Proteftant.  That  he  has  no  other 
meanes  to  maintain  himfelfe,  your  Petition’'  & 5 Children, 
but  by  his  faid  Imployment,  fo  that  unlefs  he  be  fet  at  lib- 
erty, they  muft  inevitably  perifh.”^^^  Randolph  wrote  an 
urgent  letter  to  the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  in  which  he  expreffes 
the  hope  that  the  King  has  already  “ fent  heither  a fuf- 
ficient  force  to  quiett  the  prefent  diforders,  & reduce  this 
Country  to  a firm  dependance  upon  y®  Crown,  and  drive 
back  the  French  and  their  Indian  allies.  All  things  are 
Carried  on  by  a furious  Rabble  animated  & Encouraged  by 
y®  Crafty  Minifhers,  fome  whereof  (as  young  Mather,  fon  to 
old  M’'  Mather  their  Agent)  were  the  Cheife  promoters  of 
this  Rebellion ; if  the  Charter  is  reflored,  they  will  Maffa- 
cre  us,  & at  the  fame  tyme  caft  off  their  Allegiance  to  y® 
Crown,  accounting  themfelves  his  Ma^’®^  Nominall  & not  reall 
Subje6ls,  as  one  of  their  Cheife  Miniflers  lately  declared  in 
publick.”^^  To  Captain  Nicholfon  in  London,  whom  he 
addreffes  as  “ Leiftnt  Gov’’  of  his  Ma^’®®  Territory  & dom  of 
New  Eng^”  he  defcribes  the  devaftation  of  Maine  and  the 
difaflers  threatening  Maffachufetts : “ I know  not  how  this 

Country 

229  state  Papers^  Board  of  Trade^  cate  of  “ M"  Randolph’s  Letter  to  my 
New  Englaftd,Yo\.V.  {s).  Petition  of  Lord  Privie  Seale,  from  y®  Common 
Sarah  Randolph  to  the  Kings  moft  Ex-  Goal  in  Bofton,”  July  23,  1689,  poji. 
cellent  MdP^^poJt.  Alfo  Ibid.,  p.  87,  Randolph  to  Blath- 

239  State  Papers,  Board  of  Trade,  way t,  22  July,  i6^g,po/l. 

New  Engla?id,  Vol.  V.  p.  104.  Dupli- 
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Country  can  be  preferved  from  utter  deftru6Hon  even  from 
y"  Civill  diflentions  unleffe  His  has  fent  a Confiderable 
force  to  Subdue  them,  as  for  Letters  & Comm*^"  from  his 
Ma‘^  unleffe  well  backed  by  a Good  force  will  rather  en- 
courage the  faction  then  the  honeft  party,  who  are  by 
all  meanes  kept  under  Hatches.  I expea  the  french  will 
attack  pifcataqua,  & make  them  felves  Matters  of  that  place 
or  Salem,  if  not  Bofton,  wee  being  in  no  Condition  to  oppofe 
them : pray  give  my  poore  wife  a vifit,  I heare  the  has  been 
long  tick.  Young  Mather  & Willard  are  high  ag^  the  Old 
Church;  they  are  very  much  divided.” 

The  petitions  had  their  effed  finally,  and  orders  were 
given  by  King  William  that  Andros,  Randolph,  and  the 
others  who  were  confined  fliould  be  fent  to  England  under 
fafe  cuftody  by  the  firfl  veffel  that  fliould  fail.^^^  An  order 

was 


State  Papers^  Board  of  Trade^ 
New  England^  Vol.  V.  p.  107.  From 
M'  Randolph  to  Capt.  Nicholfon.  Com- 
mon Goal,  July  29,  ’89,  poji. 

State  Papers,  Colonial,  Entry 
Book  109,  p.  246.  Petition  of  Andros, 
Randolph,  &c.  to  be  fent  to  England,  at 
a Committee  of  Trade  and  Plantacons, 
29  July,  i6^g,po/t.  Alfo  Maffachufetts 
Hi/lorical  Society  ColleBions,  Fourth 
Series,  Vol.  VIII.  p.  71 1.  Order  of 
King  William,  30  July,  poJl, 
Samuel  Sewall  fays  in  his  Diary, 
under  date  of  3 Auguft,  “Mr  Ratcliff 
follows  his  bufmefs  clofe.” 

On  Auguft  7,  two  addreffes  from  the 
Governor,  Council  and  Convention  of 
the  Maffachufetts  Colony,  one  dated 
May  20,  the  other  June  6,  were  pre- 
fented  by  Sir  Henry  Afhurft,  Baronet, 
empowered  for  that  purpofe,  to  King 
William  at  Hampton  Court,  “ which 
at  his  Majefty’s  Command  he  diftindlly 


read.  After  which  His  Majefty  ac- 
cepted them  very  gracioufly,  and  was 
pleafed  to  expreffe  himfelfe  with  great 
kindnefs  to  the  faid  People,  affuring 
Sir  Henry,  That  he  kindly  accepted 
Their  Tenders  of  Loyalty  and  Duty,  and 
would  take  Them  and  their  humble 
Requefts  into  his  particular  care.”  The 
addreffes  to  the  King  and  Queen,  which 
are  fimilar  in  tone,  fpeak  of  the  joy  ex- 
perienced by  the  colonifts  at  the  heroic 
undertaking  and  achievement  of  liberat- 
ing the  people  from  Popery  and  Slavery, 
and  exprefs  a hope  “ that  we  alfo  ac- 
cording to  our  undoubted  Right,  may 
be  again  fixed  and  fetled  in  a full  Con- 
firmation of  our  Charter  Rights  and 
Priviledges.”  Maffachufetts  Hiflorical 
Society  ColleSlions,  Sixth  Series,  Vol. 
I.  p.  144.  Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall : 
“ Aug.  3.  Mr.  Mather  prefents  his  Re- 
fpedts,  and  fays  that  Sir  Henry  Afhurft 
told  him  the  Country  had  put  as  much 

honour 
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was  alfo  fent  a few  days  later,  authorizing  the  magiftrates 
“ to  continue,  in  our  name,  your  care  in  the  adminiftration 
of  the  government  and  prefervation  of  the  peace,  until  we 
fliall  have  taken  fuch  refolutions  and  given  fuch  diredlions 
for  the  more  orderly  fettlement  of  the  faid  government,  as 
fhall  mofl  conduce  to  our  fervice,  and  the  fecurity  and  fatif- 
fadtion  of  our  fubjefls  within  that  Colony.”  Although 

Maffachufetts 


honour  on  him  in  fending  the  Addrefs 
to  him  as  if  the  Emperour  had  made  him 
his  Envoy.  Aug.  7.  When  was  at  Mr. 
Whiteing’s  Mr.  Lobb  came  in  and  fpake 
of  hot  difcourfe  in  Council  laft  Sabbath- 
day,  about  fending  a Governour  to  N.  E. 
Sir  William  Waller,  to  prevent  others 
as  he  fays,  has  petition’d  to  be  Gov- 
ernour.” 

See  Mapfachufetts  Hijiorical  Society 
CollePlions.,  Fourth  Series.,  Vol.  VIII. 
p.  710,  for  the  order  recalling  Andros 
from  his  government,  and  that  “ the 
feverall  Colonyes  of  New  England  have 
their  Charters  reftored  to  them.” 

State  Papers.,  Colonial.,  Entry 
Book  109,  p.  247,  10  Aug.  1689:  — 
Various  Addrelfes  read,  &c. 

“ At  the  Committee  for  Trade  and  Plan- 
tacons  At  the  Council  Chamber  at 
Whitehall,  the  10*  of  Auguft  1689. 
Prefent:  Earl  of  Nottingham,  Earl  of 
Fauconberg,  Earl  of  Monmouth,  M"" 


Speaker 

“ An  Addrefs  to  His  Ma‘7  from  the 
Prefident  and  Councill  of 
Safety  at  Bofton  in  New 
England  is  Read  with  an 
Addrefs  from  the  Gover- 
nor, Councill  and  Convention  of  the 
Malfachufets  Bay,  And 
an  Addrefs  from  the 
Generali  Court  at  New- 
Plymouth,  as  alfo  a Lfe 
from  Capl  George  Com- 
mander of  Their 


New  England. 

An  Address 
from  the  Councill 
of  Safty. 


An  Address  from 
the  Convention. 

An  Address  from 
New  Plymouth. 


A Lre  from 
Capt  George. 


Ship  the  Rofe  dated  at  Bofton  the 
of  June  Laft,  Whereupon  Their  Lops 
A Letter  Agree  to  Move  His  Maty 

to  be  sent  to  that  a Lfe  from  His  Ma‘.y 

New  England.  Colony 

of  the  Malfachufets  Bay,  fignifying  to 
them  His  MaV®  approbacon  of  Their 
Readinefs  in  Proclaiming  Their  Ma‘[“ 
And  Impowering  them  to  Continue  the 
Adminiftracon  of  the  Government  in 
Their  Ma‘‘^.®  Name,  and  the  Prefervation 
of  the  Peace,  Untill  His  Maty  fhall  have 
given  diredtion  for  the  more  Orderly 
fetlement  of  the  Government.” 

Hijlory  of  Maffachufetts  Bay.,  by  T. 
Hutchinfon,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  390,  note. 
“ Williajn  R.  Trufty  and  well  be- 
loved, we  greet  you  well.  Whereas 
we  are  informed  by  feveral  addreffes 
from  the  colony  of  the  Maffachufetts 
bay,  and  particularly  by  the  addrefs 
coming  to  us  in  the  name  of  the  gover- 
nor and  council  and  convention  of  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  people  of  the  faid 
colony,  that  they  had  joyfully  received 
the  notice  of  our  happy  acceffion  to  the 
throne  of  thefe  Kingdoms,  and  caufed 
the  proclamation  thereof  to  be  iffued 
throughout  the  faid  territory:  we  have 
therefore  thought  fit  hereby  to  fignify 
our  royal  approbation  of  the  fame,  and 
gracious  acceptance  of  your  redinefs  in 
performing  that  which  was  neceffary, 
on  your  parts,  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  peace  and  quiet  of  our  faid  colony. 
And  whereas  you  give  us  to  under- 

ftand, 
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Maffachufetts  had  recovered  temporarily  its  felf-government, 
the  authorities  in  England  were  determined  that  the  Ads  of 
Trade  fhould  be  enforced.  Accordingly,  the  Commiffioners 
of  the  Cuftoms,  adting  upon  the  information  received  from 
Mr.  Randolph,  “ that  Liberty  was  now  there  taken  to  Violate 
the  Adt  of  Navigation  as  formerly,”  requeued  that  orders  to 
that  effedl  fhould  be  forwarded,  and  “ alfo  that  all  Books  and 
Papers  of  the  faid  M*"  Randolph  which  have  been  taken  from 
him  may  be  fealed  up  and  fent  to  one  of  his  Ma^®®  Principal 
Secrys  of  State,  to  be  placed  with  the  Comm’’®  here  till  fome 
other  perfon  be  appointed  to  goe  and  execute  the  faid  office 

of  Colledlor,  Surveyor  and  Searcher  in  thofe  parts.” 

Becoming 


Hand,  that  you  have  taken  upon  you 
the  prefent  care  of  the  government, 
until  you  fhould  receive  our  order 
therein  ; we  do  hereby  authorize  and 
impower  you  to  continue,  in  our  name, 
your  care  in  the  adminiftration  thereof 
and  prefervation  of  the  peace,  until  we 
fhall  have  taken  fuch  refolutions  and 
given  fuch  directions  for  the  more  or- 
derly fettlement  of  the  faid  government, 
as  fhall  moft  conduce  to  our  fervice, 
and  the  fecurity  and  fatisfaCtion  of  our 
fubjeCls  within  that  our  colony.  And 
fo  we  bid  you  farewell.  Given  at  our 
Court  at  Whitehall  the  12th  day  of 
Auguft,  1689,  in  the  firft  year  of  our 
reign.  By  his  Majefty’s  command, 

Shrewfbu7‘y. 

“Colony  of  Maffachufetts/’ 

See  Maffachufetts  Hiftorical  Society 
Collections^  Fourth  Series^  Vol.  VIII.  p. 
710,  for  the  Order  of  King  William  III. 
in  relation  to  Sir  Edmund  Andros  : — 

“[1689  Prince.] 

“Being  informed  that  in  the  Terri- 
torie  of  New  England,  their  Charters 
have  of  late  been  taken  from  them, 
viz.,  in  the  yeare  1684  & fince,  and  S*^ 


Edmund  Androfs  hath  been  fent  thither 
with  an  illegall  and  arbitrary  Comiffion, 
We  have  thought  fitt  to  recall  the  faid 
S*^  Edmund  Androfs  from  the  Gover- 
ment,  & do  hereby  declare.  That  it  is 
our  pleafure,  that  the  feverall  Colonys 
of  New  England  have  their  Charters 
reftored  to  them,  And  that  the  Gover- 
nours  and  Magiftrates  which  were  by 
Charters  in  those  Colonys  in  the  yeare 
1684,  fhould  imediately  take  the  Gover- 
ment  upon  them,  and  proceed  in  Ad- 
miniftracons  of  Goverment  according  to 
their  former  Conftitutions.” 

State  Papers^  Board  of  Trade ^ 
N'ew  England^  Vol.  V.  p.  84.  “ Pre- 

fentm^  touching  Randolph.  Cuf- 
tome  Houfe,  London,  23  Auguft,  1689,” 
pofl.  Alfo  State  Papers^  Coloniaf  En- 
try Book  109,  p.  267.  “Acts  of  Trade 
to  be  obferved.  At  the  Committee  for 
Trade  and  Plantacons  at  the  Councill- 
Chamber  at  Whitehall,  Munday  the  tC- 
of  September,  1689.  Prefent;  Lord 
Prefident,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Earl  of 
Bath,  Earl  of  Nottingham,  Earl  of 
Fauconberg,  M*'  Speaker.  A Prefent- 
ment  from  the  Commiffioners  of  the 

Cuftomes 


log 


Edward  Randolph. 

Becoming  impatient  of  his  imprifonment,  Randolph  wrote 
a long  letter  on  September  5th  to  the  Committee  of  Trade, 
afking  that  troops  be  fent  from  England  and  defcribing  the 
continued  devaflations  by  the  Indians  at  the  Eaftward: 
“ 300  Chriftians  Kil’d  & taken  Captives,  the  damage  already 
done  amounts  to  about  60000  fieri.  The  fifliery  & Lumber 
are  quite  deflroyed,  & all  y®  Great  Mafls  fitt  for  y®  ufe  of 
y®  Royall  Navy  are  in  y®  hands  of  french  or  Indians.  Thefe 
(My  Lords)  are  but  y®  beginning  of  y®  Defolation  brought 
upon  this  Country  by  y®  Tumultuous  delignes  of  an  Anti- 
monarchical  fadlion.  Thefe  Calamityes  putt  S"  Edmu^  An- 
dros upon  attempting  his  Liberty,  on  y®  third  of  Auguft 
laft  came  to  Newport  on  Road  Ifland,  intending  to  moderate 
& Compofe  y®  minds  of  y®  deluded  people,  but  y®  Councill 
at  Bofton  fent  their  orders  by  fea  & land  to  apprehend  him, 
& by  their  Agitators  flir’d  up  a Rabble  at  Road  Ifland  who 
treated  him  unhumanely  & betrayed  him  to  2 Troopes  of 
horfe.  His  keeper  at  the  Caftle  treates  him  as  y®  worft  of 
Malefadlors,  not  permitting  his  Dodlor  or  Cooke  to  come  to 
him  to  provide  him  neceffaryes.  At  this  diftance  I know 
not  what  Arguments  may  be  ufed  to  reftore  to  the  feverall 
Colonyes  their  feparate  formes  of  Governm\  Butt  from  my 
14  yeares  experience  in  y®  publick  Tranfadlions  of  y®  whole 
plantation,  I humbly  propofe  it  abfolutely  neceffary  for  y® 
honour  & Intereft  of  y®  Crown  & for  y®  lafling  well  being  of 

New 

Cuftomes  to  the  Lords  Commiffion''s  of  the  Commifli5''s  of  the  Cuftoms  may 
the  Treafury  dated  the  23d  of  Auguft  be  directed  to  prepare  a Letter  to  be 
laft  is  read,  Propofing  that  the  People  of  fent  to  New  England  from  His  Ma^y 
New  England  may  be  Admonifhed  to  According  to  what  is  propofed  in  their 
obferve  the  Adis  of  Trade  and  Naviga-  Prefentment.” 
tion,  Whereupon  Their  Lop^  defire  that 
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New  Eng'^  That  1500  or  at  leaft  1000  Good  Souldiers  be 
fpeedily  fent  heither  to  reduce  this  poeple  to  a firm  de- 
pendance  upon  y®  Crown  & to  regaine  what  is  already  lofi ; 
otherwife,  not  onely  New  England,  but  the  neighboring 
Plantations  of  Maryland,  Virginnia  & Carolina  will  be  in  a 
fliort  tyme  over  run  & made  a prey  to  the  Incroaching 
French.  I may  not  omitt  to  acquaint  y Lord^^^  that  the 
Revolt  of  this  poeple  was  pufhed  on  by  their  agent  M*” 


Mather.” 


Fearing 


235  State  Papers^  Board  of  Trade^ 
New  Englajid^  Vol.  V.  p.  94.  “ Mr. 

Radolph  [Randolph]  to  the  Commit- 
tee,” Sept.  5,  1689,  pofi.  Abftradl  is 
found  in  Ibid.,  p.  446. 

See  Byfield’s  account  of  the  late  Rev- 
olution in  New  England,  in  Andros 
Trails,  Vol.  I.  p.  8,  for  the  firft  attempt 
of  Sir  Edmund  to  efcape,  which  was  un- 
fuccefsful:  “On  Fryday  laft  towards 
evening,  Sir  Edmund  Androfs  did  at- 
tempt to  make  his  efcape  in  Woman’s 
Apparel,  and  pall’d  two  Guards,  and 
was  Hopped  at  the  third,  being  difcov- 
ered  by  his  Ihoes,  not  having  changed 
them.”  His  fecond  attempt  was  fuc- 
cefsful.  He  efcaped  on  Auguft  2d,  at 
eleven  at  night.  See  Andros  Trails, 
Vol.  I.  p.  175. 

For  an  account  of  Andros’s  capture 
in  Rhode  I Hand  fee  Andros  Trails,  Vol. 
III.  pp.  95  to  102;  also  Maffachufetts 
Archives,  Vol.  CVII.  p.  254. 

See  Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol. 
XXXV.  p.  89,  for  the  Narrative  of  the 
Imprifonment  of  Sir  Edmund  Andros 
and  others : — 

“Bolton  in  New  England.  An  Infor- 
mation of  what  entertainment  S^ 
Edmund  AndrolTe  K‘  & y®  reft  of 
y«  Gentlemen  committed  to  our 
Charge  here  at  f Caftle  upon 
Caftle  I Hand  from  y®  firft  to  the 
Laft  of  Their  Aboad  here. 


“ On  ye  Twentieth  Day  of  Aprill,  Anno 
1689,  M"  Jn°  Palmer  James  Graham, 
M>-  Jn°  Weft  & Capt  Th°  Trefroy  were 
coiliitted  Prifoners  hither  . . . roomes 
[were]  warme  & dry  f bell  we  had  in 
y®  Caftle  . . . one  of  them  nine  foot 
broad  & fourteen  foot  long,  y®  other 
feventeen  foot  & a halfe  long  & nine 
foot  broad  w“^  Chimneys  in  them  . . . 
had  Liberty  to  walke  abroad  upon  y® 
Ifland  . . . non  of  their  ffriends  were 
prohibited  comeing  to  them.  On  y® 
of  June,  1689,  S^  Edm.  AndrolTe  K^.  was 
Comitted  Prifoner  hither  Like-wife  . . . 
wee  gave  him  y®  Choice  of  any  room  in 
y®  Caftle  . . . he  himfelfe  chofe  to  be  in 
y®  fame  rooms  w^*^  y®  aforefaid  Gentle?' 
. . . M'  Jn®  Weft  was  ordered  up  to 
Bolton  Goal  & in  three  dayes  after 
Cap'  Th°  Trefroy  was  diffmift.  ...  S' 
Edmund  AndrolTe  had  y®  fame  Liberty 
y®  aforefaid  Gentlemen  had  • . . & rather 
more  Untill  y®  Second  day  of  Augft. 
1689  at  w®^  time  about  Eleven  of  y® 
Clocke  in  y®  night  S'  Edm^^.  AndrolTe 
made  his  efcape,  chiefly  by  y®  Trech- 
ery  of  one  of  our  Corporalls  & by  our 
Confidence  we  had  in  S'  Ed"?®  ffidelity, 
& was  wanting  Eight  dayes,  & then 
was  Committed  into  Our  Cuftody  againe 
& put  into  y®  fame  roome  . . . but  had 
not  the  fame  Liberty,  he  being  Confined 
to  his  roome  & y®  Liberty  of  ye  Yard,  ex- 
cept he  would  accept  of  a Guard  of  Two 

Mulkateires 
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Edward  Randolph. 

Fearing  that  his  letter  of  the  5th  of  September  might  not 
reach  its  deftination,  Randolph  wrote  to  the  Committee  on 
Odtober  15th  repeating  much  of  what  he  had  already  faid : 
“ Here  is  no  regard  had  to  y®  Adis  of  Trade  or  Lawes  ag^ 
pyrates.  Force  is  the  Onely  Argument  to  Convince  and 
oblige  them  to  a dutyfull  & entire  fubmiflion  to  y®  Crowne 

6 the  Lawes  of  England.  Some  are  defirous  to  have  S'" 

Edmund  Andros  & others  at  liberty  & to  manage  the  Com* 
as  formerly,  at  lead:  untill  their  pleafe  to  fignify  their 

Commands  to  him.  The  plaine  truth  is  (what  ever  their 
Agents  may  pretend  to  gaine  favour  at  Court)  they  hold  faft 
the  Antimonarchical  principle  fpred  amongft  them  by  S*' 
Henry  Vane,  Hugh  Peters  etc,  & Venner,  who  made  the 
Infurredlion  in  London  after  the  reflauration,  had  his  edu- 
cation here  alfo.  They  have  at  lafl  got  together  a body  of 

7 or  800  men  Englifli  & Indians  to  fecure  the  Eaflern  parts 

but  have  neither  difcipline  nor  officers  who  know  how  to 
command.”  n.. 


Mufkateires  to  wayte  upon  him 
whome  he  might  have  had  y®  Liberty 
of  walking  y^  Ifland  as  before,  he 
would  not  accept  of,  & likewife  had  y® 
Liberty  of  his  ffriends  as  before  for  y® 
moft  part.  This  is  a true  Narrative  of 
all  Our  Proceedings  w*''  y®  aforefaid 
Gentlemen  within  Our  Cuftody,  as  we 
can  attefl  upon  Oath,  if  occafion  be 
John  ffayerweather,  Nath'l  Williams. 
“ Memorand  to  y‘  one  of  y^  aforemen- 
tioned Chimneyes  was  not  built  till  to- 
wards winter. 

“ Bofton  January  24^^  1689 
“ Sworne  by  the  Subfcribers  Cap* 
John  ffaire weather  & L‘.  Nathaniell 
Williams.  Before  Th?  Danforth 

Depy  Govy” 


Slale  Papers.,  Board  of  Trade., 
New  England.,  Vol.  V.  p.  96.  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph to  the  Committee,  15  Odlober, 
1689,  pojl.  An  abftra6l  is  alfo  found  in 
Ibid..,  p.  446. 

On  0<5lober  5th  Mrs.  Palmer  peti- 
tioned that  her  hufband  might  be  re- 
moved from  the  Caftle  to  his  own  houfe, 
as  he  fuffered  from  gout  and  other  in- 
firmities, and  there  was  no  way  of  warm- 
ing the  room  in  which  he  was  confined. 
Two  days  after,  an  order  was  paft  to 
ere<5l  a fmall  brick  chimney  in  his  room. 
See  M ajfachufetts  Archives.,  Vol. 

XXXV.  p.  42. 

Samuel  Sewall  notes  in  his  Diary.,  21 
Odlober,  1689:  “Is  a rumour  in  Town 
that  Sir  Edmund  is  to  come  Govenour 

of 
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The  many  letters  written  during  his  imprifonment  with 
the  object  of  preventing  the  reftoration  of  Charter  privileges 
were  prepared  fo  as  to  influence  the  perfon  to  whom  each 
letter  was  addreffed.  To  the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Mr.  Povey, 
and  Mr.  Blathwayt  he  dwelt  upon  the  fa6t  that  the  colonifts 
were  determined  to  be  independent  of  the  Crown,  as  was 
fhown  by  their  flill  not  allowing  Captain  George  to  have 
the  fails  of  his  frigate,  although  ordered  to  deliver  them  by 
the  home  government ; to  the  Committee  of  Trade  he  ftated 
repeatedly  that  the  A6ls  of  Navigation  were  violated,  and 
would  be  violated,  if  the  Charter  fhould  be  reftored,  to  the 
detriment  of  the  revenues  of  the  Crown  and  of  the  mer- 
chants in  England;  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  and 
the  Bifhop  of  London  he  repeated  that  the  officers  of  the 
Andros  government  were  imprifoned  merely  becaufe  they 
were  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  that  Rev. 
Increafe  Mather,  the  agent  of  the  Colony  in  England,  was 
fuch  a radical  diffenter  that  he  had  publiffied  works  con- 
demning worfhip  according  to  the  Anglican  Church  as 
idolatrous.  Befides  there  was,  he  said,  a growing  rea6lion 
in  favor  of  Sir  Edmund,  efpecially  in  Conne6licut,  while  in 
Maffachufetts  Bradflreet  and  his  officers  “ know  not  how  to 
keep  their  People  in  Quiet  much  longer  finding  no  Charter 
come  as  was  promifed.  Some  are  for  letting  us  out,  others 
fear  the  People  will  putt  them  in  who  were  the  occafions  of 
this  trouble.  Sir  Edmund  is  kept  in  a low  damp  Roome,  is 
very  much  difordered  and  will  not  be  able  to  bear  the  cold 

of 

of  New  York,  and  Col.  Slater  our  Gov-  faid  were  drinking  Sir  Edmund’s  Health 
ernour.  Tories  are  flufhed,  and  ’tis  laft  night  at  Neh.  Peirce’s.” 


Edward  Randolph.  1 1 3 

of  the  winter.  I fee  no  remedy,  tho’  fome  have  defired  he 
may  be  removed  to  Bofton  and  have  Offered  20000^‘  fecurity 
for  his  forthcoming.  An  interloper  from  Scotland,  who 
pretends  he  cleared  at  Whitehaven,  relates  that  the  New 
England  Charter  was  paffed  and  in  poffeffion  of  M'"  Mather 
&c.  The  Government  here  rejoice  exceedingly  upon  this 
Report,  talk  of  nothing  now  but  trying  and  Executing  the 
Governor,  Myfelf  I may  not  omit  to  inclofe  to  'f 

Lordfp  a Sermon  preached  & publiflied  by  young  M*"  Mather, 
difcovered  to  be  y®  Abettor  (if  not  y®  Author)  of  a fcandalous 
libell  difperfed  3 months  before  the  Revolt,  which  prevented 
his  being  proceeded  againfl  for  that  & y®  booke  ag^  the  Com- 
mon prayer  (at  leaft  for  cauling  it  to  be  printed)  the  Court 
following.  This  man  (but  more  openly)  with  M"  Morton  & 
others  of  that  Gang  are  very  aftive  in  promoting  the  pradtice 
as  well  as  y®  Antimonarchicall  principles,  & will  oppofe  all 
Commands  from  their  Ma^'®^  which  will  not  ferve  their  In- 
tereft  (but  by  them  called  the  Intereft  of  Jefus  Chrifl). 
This  people  have  quite  unmafked  themfelves  & difcovered 
the  whole  intregue  of  their  Chriftian  policy:  that  they  are  in 
plain  Englifli  an  hypocriticall  wicked  & By-gothed  [bigoted] 
poeple,  following  their  minifters  with  a moft  zealous  & im- 
plicite  faith.  No  man  of  y®  Church  of  Eng^  or  of  any  other 
perfwafion  in  matters  of  Religion  different  from  theirs  of  the 
Congregationall  way  can  be  fafe.”  In  the  fame  letter  he 

afks 

237  State  Papers.,  Board  of  Trade,  238  state  Papers,  Board  of  Trade, 
New  England,  Vol.  V.  p.  448.  Ab-  New  E^igland,  Vol.  V.  p.  119.  ]\Ir. 

ftra<5l  of  "Mr.  Randolph’s  letters  to  Mr.  Randolph  to  the  Bifhop  of  London. 
Povey,  8th,  and  to  Mr.  Blathwayt,  25th  “ From  Common  Goal  in  New  Al- 
QQiohox,  pojl.  giers,  OA  25,  pojl. 
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afks  as  a favor  that  an  enclofed  paper,  evidently  prepared 
by  him,  may  be  printed  in  England  by  authority  of  govern- 
ment, and  copies  diftributed  in  New  England.  This  is 
undoubtedly  the  “ Anfwer  to  the  Bofton  Declaration,” 
which  is  in  Randolph’s  handwriting  and  figned  “ C.  D.” 
On  the  front  fheet  is  written,  “ The  printing  of  this  paper 
will  more  juftifye  us  then  if  I fhould  trouble  their  Lordf^.^ 
with  many  letters.  E.  R.”  The  initials  C.  D.  were  prob- 
ably feledled  becaufe  the  “ Account  of  the  late  Revolutions 
in  New  England,”  printed  in  June,  juftifying  the  revolt  and 
ftating  that  the  leaders  had  prepared  themfelves  for  the 
occalion  was  figned  “ A.  B.” 

On  the  following  day  he  wrote  again  to  the  Bifhop  of 
London  in  great  indignation,  denouncing  the  aftion  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Moody,  who  advifed  the  widow  of  Major  Howard 
not  to  permit  her  hufband  to  be  buried  in  the  ground  ad- 
joining the  new  church  according  to  the  fervice  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  “ had  a grave  made  for  him  at  y® 
North  Church  Buriing  place  and  fent  word  to  the  Executors 

that 


239  State  Papers^  Board  of  Trade^ 
New  England^  Vol.  V.  p.  276,  pojl. 

Printed  in  Andros  Traits  are  many 
pamphlets  and  documents  relating  to 
the  period.  In  his  letter  of  25  06tober 
to  the  Bifhop  of  London  Randolph  fays : 
“ I humbly  inclofe  to  y Lordfp  fome 
papers  which  are  well  liked  of  by  the 
moderate  people,”  but  they  were  not 
fent  until  the  next  day  in  his  letter  of 
the  26th,  in  which  he  fays,  “The  inclofed 
are  y-  printed  papers  mentioned  in 
mine  of  yefterday  to  your  Lordfhip.” 
Thefe  were  probably  the  “ Confidera- 
tions  offered  to  the  Parliament  fhewing 


that  thofe  Charters  relating  to  the  Plan- 
tations were  taken  away  upon  quite 
different  reafons  from  thofe  in  England,” 
etc.,  in  State  Papers^  Board  of  Trade^ 
New  England^  Vol.  V.  p.  247,  pof  and 
the  “ Abftra6l  of  the  Proceedings  of 
King  Charles  the  Firft  againfl;  the  Maffa- 
chufetts,”  in  Ibid.,  p.  $34,  pof. 

Parliament  had  been  prorogued  on 
the  27th  of  January,  before  the  receipt 
of  the  papers. 

See  Hifory  of  England.,  by  T,  B. 
Macaulay,  ed.  1861,  Vol.  III.  p.  398, 
for  an  account  of  the  bill  to  reftore  the 
Charters. 
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that  he  would  have  men  enough  ready  in  the  ftreet  to  fhew 
them  the  place  of  his  buriall,  & accordingly  he  was  buried 
as  Moode  had  diredted : Thus  Imperious  are  the  Godly 
poeple  of  N.  England  grown  already,  who  will  take  upon 
them  to  difpofe  of  the  dead  as  well  as  they  do  of  the  living. 
I humbly  obferve,  that  they  keep  to  their  form  of  words  in 
their  printed  Declaration,  ‘what  Juftice  fliall  be  ordred 
from  Our  Soverain  Lord  & Lady  K : William  & Q : Mary 
with  y®  parlml  of  Eng*^,’  intending  thereby  that  they  will  not 
admitt  of  &:  acquiefce  in  their  Orders  unleffe  they  find 
alfo  the  affent  of  y®  Parlm^  which  is  not  to  be  imputed  to 
their  Ignorance,  but  intended  for  a plain  Evafion  unleffe 
fuch  orders  favour  their  late  proceedings.”  Two  days 
later,  he  fpeaks  of  the  barbarous  treatment  to  which  Governor 
Andros  is  expofed : “Unleffe  he  bee  fpeedily  removed  the 
Cold  will  kill  him : his  keeper’s  Name  is  Capt  ffaireweather, 
a very  flridl  zelott  & Church  member.  His  villany  is  not  to 
be  forgott.  I thanke  God  I have  gott  me  a little  place  in 
the  Common  Goal;  but  am  in  danger  to  be  flunk  up  by 
the  Goal  being  filled  up  with  poor  prifoners,  efpecially 
wounded  men  who  rott  & perifh  for  want  of  one  to  dreffe 
their  wounds : from  the  mercyes  of  fuch  cruell  men  Good 
lord  deliver  us.  Pray  prefent  the  inclofed  papers  to  fuch  of 
your  freinds  as  you  think  will  read  them.”^^^ 

The  King’s  order  for  fending  Andros,  Randolph,  and  the 

others 

24°  State  Papers.,  Board  of  Trade,  to  Mr.  Chaplain,  28  061.  1689, 

New  Englatid,  Vol.  V.  p.  121.  Letter  Sir  Edmund  had  been  accufed  while 
from  Mr.  Randolph  to  the  Bifliop  of  at  the  eaftward  of  negledting  the  fick 
London,  26  061.  i68g,  po/t.  and  wounded  foldiers. 

241  Ibid.^^.  123.  From  Mr.  Randolph 


1 1 6 Memoir  of 

others  to  England  was  received  in  November, but  it  was 
not  until  December  that  the  Reprefentatives  voted  that,  in 
obedience  to  his  Majefly’s  commands,  the  prifoners  “ now  in 
cuftody  be  all  fent  to  England  by  the  firft  ship.”  Learn- 
ing from  friends  that  he  was  to  return  to  England,  Ran- 
dolph wrote  a letter  to  Dr.  Cook,  thanking  him  “ for  treating 
Sir  Edmund  Andros  like  a gentleman  when  you  were  laffc 
at  the  Caflle.  If  you  pleafe  to  call  on  me  as  you  come  this 
way  and  tafle  a glafle  of  cyder  you  fliall  be  welcome : ’twill 
be  a favour  to  me  and  the  reft  of  the  gentlemen  with  me  if 
the  poor  wounded  man  fhould  be  removed  into  fome  other 
warm  place  and  be  not  fuffered  to  perifh;  ’twill  be  an 
aggravating  circumftance  of  our  imprifonment.”  Not- 
withdanding  his  confinement,  Randolph  managed  to  obtain 
information  as  to  the  veffels  arriving  in  Bofton  contrary  to 
the  A6ls  of  Trade,  and  fent  warnings  to  the  Governors  of  the 
different  Plantations  that  they  might  be  feized.  “ This  peo- 
ple will  have  noe  fupplyes  from  England,  finding  the  profitt 

of 


M ajfachufetts  Archives^  Vol. 

XXXV.  p.  83,  November  ii,  1689. 
In  “The  prefent  ftate  of  New  Englifh 
affairs  publifhed  to  prevent  Falfe  Re- 
ports ” is  an  extradl  of  a letter  from  Mr. 
Mather,  who  writes  : “ On  July  4 the 
King  faid  unto  me  That  He  did  kindly 
accept  of  what  was  done  in  Bofton,  and 
that  his  fubje£ls  in  New  England  fhould 
have  their  Ancient  Rights  and  Privi- 
ledges  Rejlored  and  Confir7ned  unto  the7n. 
Befides  there  is  now  arrived  an  Order 
from  his  Majefty  dated  July  30,  requir- 
ing that  Andros,  Randolph,  and  others 
be  fent  to  England.” 

M ajfachufetts  Archives^  Vol. 

XXXV.  p.  108.  “ In  obedience  to  his 


Majefties  Comands,  voted  by  the  Rep- 
refentatives, that  S'"  Edmund  Andros, 
M'’  Jofeph  Dudley,  M"  Edward  Ran- 
dolph, M*^  John  Palmer,  M*"  Jno.  Weft, 
M"  James  Graham,  M^  James  Sherlock 
& M"^  George  ffarwell,  being  now  in 
Cuftody,  be  all  fent  to  England  by 
the  firft  fhip.  io‘^  of  December  1689. 
Ebeneazer  Prout,  Clerk.” 

HutchinJo7i‘ s ColleRion  of  Papers^ 
Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  318.  Mr. 
Randolph  to  Dr.  Cook,  25  Nov.,  pojl. 

On  December  9th,  Dudley  petitioned 
to  be  releafed  on  bail,  being  indifpofed 
and  his  eftate  much  injured  “ by  the  lofs 
of  fervants  and  otherwife.”  MaJJachti- 
Jetts  Archives,  Vol.  XXXV.  p.  108. 


II7 


Kdward  Randolph. 


of  tradeing  againfl  law  in  a Country  where  they  are  favoured 
by  y®  Govern!^:  in  a little  time  this  place  as  formerly  will 
become  a ffree  port,  till  the  people  are  by  a force  convinced 
of  y*"  errour  & the  whole  country  brought  to  an  intire  de- 
pendance  upon  y®  Crowne.  His  Matys  Gracious  letter  of 
y®  30  of  July,  requiring  that  S’"  Edmund  Andros,  myfelfe,  & 
oy"^  be  fent  upon  the  firft  fhip  to  Eng^  &c.  was  delivered  to 
M*"  Broadftreet  the  24^^  NovemH  but  as  yet  they  have  given 
us  no  notice  of  it,  nor  will  they  permitt  us  our  liberty  to  goe 
out  of  goale  to  pvide  neceflaryes  for  our  voyage,  neither 
have  they  determined  what  fhip  to  put  us  aboard.” 

The  fame  day  this  letter  was  written,  the  prifoners  were 
notified  officially  that  they  were  to  be  fent  to  England. 
Two  veffels  being  then  in  port,  they  requefled  to  be  de- 
fpatched  in  one  of  them,  and  afked  permiffion  to  be  releafed 
on  bail  that  they  might  make  their  neceffary  preparations 
for  the  voyage.^*^^  Randolph  alfo  demanded  that  his  private 
and  official  papers,  including  thofe  connefted  with  his  office 
of  Secretary  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  fliould  be  deliv- 
ered to  him,  as  they  would  be  required  “ at  the  Councill 
Chamber,  Whitehall,  to  anfwer  fuch  matters  as  fhall  there 
be  objedled  againfl  me.”^^^  Not  receiving  an  anfwer  to 

their 


State  Papers.,  Board  of  Trade., 
New  E7igla7td,  Vol.  V. p.  148,  “To  the 
Com'"®  of  the  Cuftomes  by  way  of  Bil- 
boa.  Common  Goale,  Dec.  I2‘^,  1689,” 
pojl. 

M ajfachufetts  Archives,  Vol. 
XXXV.  p.  1 1 2.  Sir  Edmund  Andros 
writes,  Dec.  13,  to  Capt.  John  Fayer- 
weather  that  there  are  two  (hips  in  the 
harbor  of  Bolton  to  fail  fhortly  for  Eng- 
land, and  requefts,  therefore,  that  he 


and  the  others  confined  fhould  be  fent 
to  England  in  one  of  them. 

See  Ibid.,  p.  no,  fame  date,  for  the 
“ Requeft  of  Dudley,  Randolph  and 
others  to  know  on  what  veffel  they  are 
to  be  fent  to  England,”/^. 

247  State  Papers,  Board  of  Trade, 
New  England,  Vol.  V.  p.  152.  Mr. 
Randolph’s  demand  of  his  papers.  13 
Dec.  1 68g,  pof. 

The  Records  belonging  to  New  York 

were 


1 1 8 Memoir  of 

their  requefl  the  prifoners  again,  after  an  interval  of  about 
two  weeks,  afked  to  be  fent  forthwith  to  England,  but  of 
this  fecond  demand  no  notice  was  taken.^^^  At  this  time, 
Randolph  fent  to  Major  Brockholft,  then  in  New  York,  a 
letter  intercepted  by  Leifler,  in  which  he  fpeaks  flightingly 
of  the  New  York  leader:  “Leifler  and  his  partners  make 
true  the  proverb,  fett  beggars  on  horfeback,  and  they  will 
ride  to  y®  Divell.  Our  people  are  much  concerned  to  know 
what  to  do  with  us ; they  know  if  they  fend  us  home  and 
have  nothing  to  charge  upon  us,  ’twill  not  found  well  on 
their  fide.  They  meet  in  2 or  3 dayes,  they  adjourn,  and  do 
nothing  as  they  ought ; they  are  at  their  old  trade  of  whee- 
dling at  home  and  delaying  us  here  in  hopes  to  gett  their 
Charter ; expecting  y!  all  gent"  even  the  Lords  of  y®  Coun- 
cill  who  have  formerly  been  for  vacating  their  Charter  fhall 
be  putt  out  of  their  places.”  In  his  letter  of  January  loth, 
he  accufes  the  authorities  of  Maffachufetts  of  deceiving  the 
people  by  leaving  out  the  word  “ forthwith  ” in  their  printed 
copy  of  the  King’s  order,  fo  as  to  make  the  people  believe 
that  they  could  choofe  their  own  time  in  difpatching  the 
prifoners  to  England,  and  alfo  of  adding  a “feigned  title  & 

Counterfeit 


were  reftored  to  that  Province  the  next 
year.  New  York  Colonial  Docti77tents^ 
Vol.  III.  p.  710.  At  a meeting  of  the 
Committee  of  Trade  and  Plantations, 
17  April,  1690,  “Their  Lordfhips  being 
informed  that  the  Records  belonging  to 
New  York  had  been  removed  to  Bolton 
agree  to  move  His  Majefty  that  orders 
be  given  for  delivering  them  to  Col. 
Slough  ter,”  the  newly  appointed  Gov- 
ernor, which  was  done  30  April.  Rob- 
ert Livinglton  addrelTed  Andros  at 


Whitehall  as  Governor  of  the  Domin- 
ion of  New  England  as  late  as  14  April, 
1690.  Ibid.^  p.  710. 

2^®  Maffachufetts  Archives^  Vol. 
XXXV.  p.  149.  Letter  from  Governor 
Andros  and  others  relative  to  their 
being  fent  to  England.  26  Dec.  1689, 
pofl. 

New  York  Colonial  Docw7te7its^ 
Vol.  III.  p.  664.  Edward  Randolph  to 
Major  Brockholes,  28  Dec.  i68g,poyi. 
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Counterfeit  Cypher  of  a Seal  ” to  the  King’s  letter  of  Auguft 
1 2th,  by  which  they  impofed  upon  the  colonifls  and  raifed 
taxes  to  the  amount  of  ^10,000.  “ They  have  held  a Court 

of  Affiflants  & Condemned  a Malefadlor  upon  breach  of 
One  of  their  Capitall  Lawes,  who  was  lately  executed  to 
ffrighten  the  people  unto  an  intire  fubmiffion  to  their 
Gom^  An  Embargo  was  laid  on  all  fliips  bound  for  Eu- 
rope; ’tis  faid  the  Councill  & Reprefentatives  have  drawn 
up  an  Addreffe,  humbly  praying  his  Ma^’®  to  grant  them  a 
Charter,  & that  they  intend  to  fend  it  by  a veffell  privately 
to  be  difpatched  from  hence  before  they  putt  S’’  Edm'^  or 
any  of  us  aboard.  I find  by  many  printed  papers  fent 
heither  by  M'  Mather  That  great  felicitations  have  been 
made  by  him  & his  friends  both  to  his  Ma^^  to  fome  of  your 
LordfPP®  & to  y®  Houfe  of  Commons  to  obtaine  a charter,  as 
if  it  were  a Nationall  concern.  I humbly  in  treat  y*"  Lordf^® 
to  believe  that  its  highly  neceffary  for  his  fervice  that 

affaire  were  delaied  untill  the  arrivall  of  S"  Edm"^  Andros, 
myfelfe  & others,  to  give  his  Ma*’^  and  y*"  Lordf^®  an  account 
of  y®  Miferable  & diflreffed  Condition  of  this  whole  Terri- 
tory, made  fo  by  y®  Arbitrary  Managem!  of  a factious  & 
bygothed  [bigoted]  Party  onely;  and  in  the  meane  tyme,  I 
humbly  offer  it  as  a matter  of  great  import,  to  confider  & 
examine  how  y®  firft  planters  of  this  Colony  became  poffeffed 
of  the  Charter  granted  to  S’"  Henry  Rofwell  & others  in 
y®  yeare  1628;  of  which  neither  in  England  nor  in  this 
Country  hath  one  flep  ever  appeared.  Befides  ’its  plain 
both  by  y®  Charter  it  felfe  & alfo  by  y®  Doquitt  [Docket] 
thereof  (which  I long  lince  tranfcribed  out  of  y®  Records  of 
the  Pryvie  Seal  Office)  that  the  Charter  of  y®  Maffachufetts 

Bay 


I 20 


Memoir  of 

Bay  in  N.  Eng^  (as  thofe  of  y®  Eaft  India  & Royall  Affrican 
Companyes)  is  to  be  managed  in  Eng^^  onely.” 

The  report  heard  by  Randolph  proved  to  be  correft.  On 
the  24th  of  January  agents  were  appointed  by  the  Colony 
for  “ the  obtaining  a full  Confirmation  of  Our  ancient 
Charter  Rights  and  Priviledges,”  and  inflrudiions  were 
given  them  the  fame  day.^^^  In  the  mean  time  evidence  had 

been 


250  State  Papers^  Board  of  Trade^ 
New  Englajid^  Vol.  V.  p.  158.  From 
Mr.  Randolph  to  the  Committee.  Com- 
mon Goal,  Jan.  10,  1689  [90], 

The  addrefs  referred  to  by  Randolph 
is  called  “ Petition  of  feveral  of  the  In- 
habitants of  New  England  to  the  Com- 
mons for  confirmation  of  Charter.”  See 
Majfachufetts  Archives^  Vol.  CCXLII. 
P-  369- 

State  Papers^  Colo7iial,  Entry 
Book  62,  p.  209,  24  Jan.  i6ff. 

“ Credential!  to  the  Agents  of  the  MafTa- 
chufetts  Bay. 

“ The  Governor  and  Councill  and  Rep- 
refentatives  of  the  Colony  of  y®  Mafla- 
chufetts  Bay  convened  in  Generali 
Court  at  Bolton.  To  all  unto  whom 
thefe  prefents  lhall  come  Greeting. 

“ Know  Ye  that  by  the  A6t  of  this 
Court  We  have  Nominated  and  Ap- 
pointed, and  by  thefe  prefents  do  fully 
Impower  and  Authorife  our  Honoured 
and  Trulty  Friends,  Henry  Alhurft 
Kn‘  and  Barri  Elilha  Cooke  Efq"" 
Encreafe  Mather  and  M*"  Thomas  Oakes, 
to  be  our  Agents  in  England  or  fo 
many  of  them  as  lhall  be  refident  there, 
to  waite  upon  Their  Ma\^  for  the  Nego- 
tiation and  Management  of  the  publick 
Affaires  of  this  Colony  in  the  obtain- 
ing a full  Confirmation  of  Our  ancient 
Charter  Rights  and  Priviledges.  And 
to  Endeavour  the  fame  by  all  due  and 
Lawfull  waies  and  Meanes.  And  for 
what  elfe  may  concerne  us  there,  refer- 


ring to  the  Particulars  now  to  be  Sent 
into  England  in  Obfervance  of  His 
Ma^  Comands  and  our  Defence  againlt 
any  that  lhall  Mifreprefent  Us  on  Ac- 
count of  the  late  Revolution,  or  in  any 
thing  tranfa6led  by  the  Perfons  fultein- 
ing  the  Government  fince  that  time. 
Hereby  Ratifieing  & Confirming  what 
our  faid  Agents,  or  so  many  of  them  as 
fhall  be  there  refident,  lhall  lawfully  a6l 
and  Do,  by  virtue  of  this  Power  accord- 
ing to  fuch  Inltrudlions  as  they  lhall 
Receive  from  the  Gov"^  and  Councill 
with  the  Reprefentative  Body  of  this 
People.  In  Teltimony  whereof.  We 
have  Order’d  the  Common  Seale  of  the 
faid  MalTachufetts  Colony  to  be  here- 
unto Affixed.  Dated  the  24''^  day  of 
January  Anno  Dom  : 1689.  And  in  the 
Firflyeare  of  Their  Mats  Reigne. 

Simon  Bradltreet. 
“By  Order  IP  Addington  Sec*7  ” 

252  Majfachufetts  Archives^  Vol. 
CCXLII.  p.  397.  Inftru6lions  for  the 
agents  for  the  Colony  of  the  Maffachu- 
fetts  Bay  in  New  England,  24  January, 
1689-90.  Among  other  things  the 
agents  were  to  fay  that  the  war  with  the 
Indians  was  probably  due  to  the  injury 
done  to  M.  de  St.  Caltine  ; that  circum- 
ftances  concurred  to  llrengthen  their 
fears  that  Sir  Edmund  intended  to  hold 
New  England  for  King  James.  “You 
are  to  folicite  that  the  Liberty  of  Coyn- 
age  may  be  allowed  us.  You  are  to 
folicite  in  Parliament  and  elfewhere  for 
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been  gathered  to  ufe  againft  the  prifoners  in  England,  while 
friends  of  the  accufed  exerted  themfelves  to  prepare  a peti- 
tion in  favor  of  Sir  Edmund.^^^  Finally,  on  the  9th  of  Feb- 
ruary, after  a tedious  imprifonment  of  nearly  ten  months, 
the  prifoners  failed  for  England, arriving,  after  a very 
fliort  paffage,  at  the  latter  part  of  the  month, but  it  was 

not 


our  ancient  rights,  and  for  fuch  privi- 
ledges  as  may  be  of  further  benefit.” 

Majfachufetts  Archives.,  Vol. 
XXV.  p.  183.  Complaint  of  Lynn 
againfl;  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  fworn  by 
Oliver  Purchafe  before  Tho.  Danforth, 
Deputy  Governor,  24  Jan.  1689-90,  in 
which  is  mentioned  Randolph’s  attempt 
to  obtain  pofieffion  of  Nahant,  firft  by 
his  own  petition  and  then  through  a 
Mary  Duffin  of  Bofton,  caufing  a great 
lofs  of  time  and  money,  by  repeated 
journeys  to  Bofton ; befides  the  imprelT- 
ment  of  our  fons  to  ferve  in  the  eaft. 

Alfo/(^f^.,  Vol.  CCXLII.  p.  371.  Cer- 
tificates of  the  Inhabitants  of  Ipfwich 
as  to  the  outrageous  proceedings  of 
Governor  Andros. 

Alfo  Ibid.,  Vol.  XXXV.  p.  188.  Tef- 
timony  to  the  maladminiftration  of  Sir 
Edmund  Andros  by  fome  of  his  Coun- 
cil, which  ftates  that  the  Governor  took 
the  advice  of  a few  only  of  the  Council, 
ftrangers  in  the  country,  who  had 
“ hopes  to  make  unreafonable  Profit  of 
this  poor  People  ” ; there  never  was 
any  fair  way  of  counting  the  votes  fo 
that  “in  effect  Four  or  Five  perfons 
gave  Law  to  the  whole  Territory,”  etc. 
Signed  by  William  Stoughton,  Th°. 
Hinckley,  Wait  Winthrop,  Barth.  Ged- 
ney,  Sam'  Shrimpton.  27  January, 
1689-90.  See  alfo  affidavits  of  Rev. 
Jeremiah  Shepard  and  Lieut.  John  Bur- 
rill,  3 February,  in  regard  to  the  lands 
at  Nahant  in  Hijlory  of  Lynn,  by 
Alonzo  Lewis,  p.  138. 
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In  Majfachufetts  Archives,  Vol. 
XXXV.  p.  184,  is  found  a petition  in 
favor  of  Sir  Edmund,  figned  by  fifteen 
inhabitants  of  Maine. 

Majfachufetts  Archives,  Vol. 
XXXV.  p.  230.  The  prifoners  were 
delivered  by  Capt.  Fayerweather  into 
the  cuftody  of  Capt.  Gilbert  Bant,  com- 
mander of  the  fhip  Mehetabel,  on  Feb- 
ruary 9th,  upon  an  order  figned  by 
Governor  Bradftreet  in  the  name  of  the 
General  Court.  In  his  receipt,  Capt. 
Bant  enumerates  the  names  of  the  prif 
oners  confided  to  him,  “ S'"  Edmund 
Andros  Kn*,  Jofeph  Dudley  Efq^  m’’ 
Edward  Randolph,  m*"  John  Palmer, 
m*’  John  Weft,  m*"  James  Graham,  m" 
James  Sherlock  and  m'"  George  Fare- 
well, as  alfo  a letter  from  the  Gov- 
ernment directed  to  the  Right  Hon'’'® 
the  Earle  of  Nottingham,  one  of  his 
Ma*‘®^  moft  Hon'*'®  Privy  Councill  and 
Principall  Secretary  of  State.” 

255  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Entry 
Book  109,  p.  316,  25  Feb.  i6|f. 

“ Depredations  by  Indians,  &c. 

“At  the  Committee  for  Trade  & Plan- 
tacons  At  the  Councill-Chamber  at 
Whitehall  Tuefday  the  25^.'^  of  Feb- 
ruary I689. 

“ Prefent : \A  Prefident,  L^  Steward, 
Earl  of  Pembrok,  Earl  of  Nottingham, 
Earl  of  Fauconberg,  Earl  of  Mon- 
mouth, L^  Bp  of  London,  Mr  Vice 
Chamberlain,  Sr  Henry  Capell,  S' 
Henry  Goodrich,  Mr  Hampden. 

“S'.  Henry  Aftiurft,  M^  Ufher,  M"; 

Johnfon 
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not  until  the  loth  of  April  that  they  were  called  before  the 
Committee  for  Trade  and  Plantations.  The  agents  of  New 

England 


Johnfon  and  Mf  Brinley  with  y«  Merch^^^ 
^ , Traders,  and  Inhabitants 

New  England.  „£  New  England  «tend- 

ing,  are  call’d  in  and  y®  Peticon  of 
Johnfon  and  Mf  Brinley  and  Sev- 
rall  Merchants,  Traders  and  Inhabi- 
tants of  New  England  referr’d  to  y® 
Committee  by  order  of  Councill,  of  the 
13';^  Inftant,  read.  After  which  Henry 
Alhurft  prefents  two  Lfes  Direfted  to 
the  Earl  of  Shrewfbury,  dated  the  26*> 
and  30*  of  06tober  laft,  from  Mf  Simon 
Broadftreat  & others  who  are  in  the 
prefent  Adminiftracon  of  y®  Govern- 
ment of  y®  Maffachufetts  Bay,  Ac- 
quainting Their  Lops,  that  they  are 
labouring  under  Extraord''^  Arduous 
Circumftances,  by  the  diftrefs  of  A 
War  with  the  Indians,  who  being  Ani- 
mated by  the  ffrench,  continue  their 
Hoftility  and  Encreafe  their  Numbers, 
which  had  neceffitated  the  Levying  of 
Soldiers  for  the  Security  and  defence  of 
Their  Ma‘y®  Subje6ls  ag1‘  the  Incurfions 
of  the  Enemy.  That  the  Indians  had 
made  great  Spoil  and  depredations  in 
the  Provinces  of  Maine  and  New  Hamp- 
fhire  and  fome  within  the  Colony  of  the 
Maffachufets  Bay,  That  A Confider- 
able  Force  was  abroad  againft  them, 
by  the  Joint  Concurrence  of  the  Three 
Colonies,  But  that  y®  difadvantage  of 
the  Woods  and  many  Rivers  in  thofe 
Parts,  Render  it  difficult  to  come  to  or 
do  any  great  Execution  upon  them. 
And  that  the  Charge  of  the  War  hath 
hitherto  been  maintained  by  the  dif- 
burfm*;® of  Particular  Perfons,  that  there 
was  no  publick  Treafure  to  be  found 
upon  the  Revolucbn,  and  that  the  Pub- 
lick  Stores  of  Ammunicon  were  very 
Inconliderable,  that  nothing  lince  had 
been  raifd  there,  but  what  had  been 
advanced  by  way  of  Loan,  to  Carry  on 


the  publick  Charges  of  the  War.  That 
they  cannot  Account  themfelves  alto- 
gether fecure  from  an  Attack  by  the 
ffrench,  who  they  are  informed  have  Con- 
fiderable  Strength  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
But  that  they  ffiall  Endeav'"  to  defend 
and  pferve  Their  Ma'^*®.®  Intereft  as  well 
againft  the  ffrench  as  other  Enemies  of 
the  Crown  of  England,  That  the  people 
of  Albany,  had  defired  an  Affiftance  of 
Men  to  ftrengthen  that  Garrifon,  fear- 
ing an  Attack  by  the  ffrench,  But  that 
Confiderable  Numbers  of  Men  having 
Already  been  drawn  out  againft  the  In- 
dians, fupplies  could  not  well  be  fent  to 
them  from  Bofton,  but  that  a Company 
was  Raifing  in  the  Colony  of  Connedfi- 
cott  and  the  Towns  in  thofe  Parts,  to 
be  fent  to  Albany  to  their  Releif,  which 
they  hope  will  be  Speedily  Eflfe6led,  the 
fever^^'^  Govern*;®  of  their  Ma*^*.®®  Colonies 
there,  holding  themfelves  concern’d  in 
the  prefervation  of  Their  Ma‘i®®  intereft 
in  thofe  Parts,  all  w®'*  they  Humbly  Pray 
may  be  reprefented  to  His  Ma'^y. 

“ After  w®^  two  Lfes  from  M^.  Ran- 
dolph to  the  Comittee,  dated  at  Bofton, 
the  5’;^  of  September,  and  the  15^.'*  of 
06tober  laft,  are  read,  informing  Their 
Lops  that  the  Indians  had  overrun  y® 
greateft  Part  of  y®  Eaftern  Country  of 
New  England,  from  S';  Croix,  to  Pif- 
cataqua  River,  Ab^.  200  Miles  upon  y® 
Sea  Coaft,  and  had  taken  the  Town  and 
Fort  of  Pemaquid,  the  Place  of  moft 
Importance  in  all  thofe  Parts,  together 
with  New  Harbour,  New  Town,  Dart- 
mouth, the  Strong  ffort  there,  the  Fort 
upon  the  pafs  of  Damaras,  Cotter 
River,  the  ffort  of  Tueflet  at  the  River 
of  Keneboke,  the  ffort  at  Pojepfiot,  the 
Towns  of  Sagadehock,  North  Yar- 
mouth, Richmonds  Ifland,  and  Saco, 
the  Towns  of  Dover,  Cacheeka  and  y® 

Fort 
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Rdwa7'd  Randolph. 

England  appearing  at  the  fame  time,  they  were  ordered 
to  prepare  their  charges  to  be  prefented  on  the  1 7th,  a copy 
of  which  was  to  be  given  to  the  accufed.^^^  Accordingly  on 

the 


Fort  at  Oyfter  River,  and  had  burnt 
and  deftryed  y®  Houfes,  Corn,  and 
Catle  and  had  kill’d  and  taken  Captive 
above  300  Chriftians,  and  had  fallen 
upon  Haverill,  w^*’in  Thirty  Miles  of 
Bofton  ; that  the  ffifhery,  and  Lumber, 
being  the  Cheif  Commodities  in  thofe 
Parts,  are  quite  deftroyed,  the  ffrench 
taking  their  ffifliing  Vefl'ells  off  Cape 
Sables,  That  the  damage  already  done 
to  Their  Subjedfs  in  thofe  parts, 

Ammounts  to  Above  Sixty  Thoufand 
Pounds  ftert  and  that  y®  Place  from 
whence  the  great  Marts  were  brought 
for  the  ufe  of  Their  Ma‘i®^  Navy  here, 
is  now  feiz’d  into  y®  Hands  of  the 
ffrench  and  y^  Indians,  who  before  y® 
Imprifoning  of  y®  Gov^  at  Borton,  had 
been  brought  to  fuch  Extremity,  that 
they  were  ready  to  fubmitt,  but  Have 
Since  that,  greatly  Encreafed  their 
Numbers,  fev'.‘  Nations  of  Indians  who 
before  declined  to  Artirt  them,  being 
now  Joyn’d  to  them,  that  the  Inhab- 
itants 01  Cape  Cod  lying  on  y®  Wert 
fide  of  the  Maffachufets  Bay,  were  alfo 
Apprehenfive  of  the  Indians  in  that 
Part  of  the  Country,  That  y®  People  in 
that  Colony  began  Openly  to  difown 
the  power  of  the  Governm‘  there  and 
refuted  to  Pay  Rates  and  Taxes  even 
for  Maintenance  of  the  Poor,  and  that 
the  A6ls  of  Trade  & Navigacon  were 
daily  Violated,  whilert  Their  Ma^®®  ffrigat 
the  Rofe  was  not  pmitted  to  go  Out  of 
the  Harbour  to  fecure  the  Coart  from 
Privateers  and  Irregular  Traders. 

“ After  which  Thomas  Ofley  & 
Thomas  Fairweather  lately  come  from 
New  England,  being  Afk’d  by  their 
Lops  concerning  thefe  Matters,  they 
fay  that  befor  their  coming  Away  the 


News  came  to  Borton  that  Panaquid 
and  Cachecha  were  taken  by  the  In- 
dians, and  the  Inhabitants  were  all  Cutt 
off,  w®’‘  Informacbns  are  Confirm’d  by  A 
Letter  from  Mb  Cooper,  dated  in  Bofton 
y®  25  Odlober,  to  M^  Ellis  A Merchant 
in  London,  and  Severall  other  Lfes  from 
thofe  Parts,  which  are  now  Read, 
Whereupon  their  Lops  agree  to  Repre- 
fent  to  His  Ma‘y  the  whole  Matter 
Shewing  the  prefent  rtate  of  that  Col- 
ony in  Relation  to  y®  ffrench  and  In- 
dians, and  the  unfetled  Condicbn  of 
Governml  they  are  in. 

“Memdu  Their  Lops  being  After- 
wards Inform’d  that  S^  Ed- 
mond Andros  and  others  latly 
Imprifoned  in  New  England 
were  arrived  from  thence 
“ Their  Lops  taking  into  confideracbn 
p.  the  prefent  War  in  the  Weft 
ira  es.  Defire  My  Lord  Prefi- 

dent  to  Move  His  Ma‘.y  to  grant  a Gen- 
erali Pardon  to  all  fuch  Pirats  and 
Privateers,  as  fhall  Render  themfelves  to 
any  of  the  Govern":®  in  His  Mart®®  Plan- 
tacons  in  America,  within  a Certain 
time. 

“Memrt"  His  Ma^.y  being  Accord- 
ingly moved  herein  the  27* 
Inftant  no  Order  was  given 
therein.” 

256  State  Papers.,  Colonial,  Entry 
Book  109,  p.  321,  April  10,  1690. 

“ Agents  to  prepare  charges,  & a day 
appointed  for  hearing  both  fides. 

“ At  the  Committee  for  Trade  and  Plan- 
tacons  At  the  Councill  Chamber  at 
Whitehall  Thurfday  the  10  of  Aprill 
1690. 

“ Prefent : L^  Prefident,  E.  of  Shrewf- 
bury,  E.  of  Nottingham,  E.  of  Fau- 

conberg. 
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the  appointed  day  the  eight  prifoners  and  their  accufers 
came  to  Whitehall,  when  Mr.  Humphreys  delivered  a paper 
to  Mr.  Blathwayt,  which,  being  unligned,  was  not  read,  and 
the  agents  alleging  that  they  had  nothing  to  objeft  againft 
Sir  Edmund,  Randolph  and  the  others,  “ their  Lordfliips 
agree  to  offer  their  Opinion  to  His  Ma^^  that  the  Perfons 
lately  Imprifoned  in  New  England  and  now  attending  his 
Ma*^  be  forthwith  difcharged  and  fett  at  Liberty.”  On  the 

24th 


conberg,  E.  of  Monmouth,  L?  BP  of 
London,  Comptoller  [fic],  Henry 
Capell,  of  y®  Rolles,  Boicowen. 
“ Edm‘?  Andros,  M*:  Jofeph  Dudley, 
- 1 j Randolph,  Weft, 

New  England.  ^ u i\/rr  n ^ 

Gray  ham,  Palmer, 
and  others  lately  Imprifoned  in  New 
England,  And  come  into  England  in 
purfuance  of  His  Ma'^^’®  Lre  dated  y® 
30*  of  July  laft.  Attending,  as  alfo 
Henry  Alhurft,  Eliftia  Cook,  En- 
creafe  Mather  and  Thomas  Oake 
Agents  (as  they  Acquaint  their  Lops) 
for  New  England,  are  call’d  in,  and  the 
New  England  Agents  being  alkt  what 
they  have  to  fay  Ag®‘  Edmond  An- 
dros and  the  reft  of  y®  Gentlemen  lately 
Imprifoned  in  New  England,  They  de- 
fire  time  to  prepare  their  Charge  Ag®‘ 
them.  Whereupon  their  Lops  Appo‘ 
Thurfday  y®  17';^  Inftant  to  hear  both 
Parties  & in  y®  mean  time  the  New 
England  Agents  are  Ord".^  to  bring  in 
their  Charge,  together  w^.*^  their  Powers 
or  Credentialls  from  the  Colony  of  the 
Maflachufetts  Bay,  On  Munday  the  14^.'^ 
Inftant,  And  the  Other  Party  is  to  have 
A Copy  of  the  Charge  which  ftiall  be 
brought  in  Againft  them.” 

See  Andros  Tradts^  Vol.  II.  p.  176, 
for  the  paper  prepared  by  Mr.  Hum- 
phreys, dated  14  April,  ftating  that  Sir 
Edmund  tried  to  uphold  the  authority  of 
King  James  in  New  England,  that  he 


“ without  colour  of  legall  authority 
made  Lawes  deftrudtive  of  the  liberty 
of  the  people,  and  that  all  the  other 
Perfons  Imprifoned  were  Accomplices 
and  Confederates  with  S^  Edmund  An- 
dros, and  particularly  M^  Dudley,  M"^ 
Randolph  and  M*"  Palmer,  who  were  of 
his  Councill  and  joined  with  him  in  his 
Arbitrary  Lawes  and  Impofitions.” 

This  paper,  bafed  on  the  evidence 
colle6ted  by  the  Committee  appointed 
in  December,  1689,  confifting  of  Thomas 
Danforth,  Wait  Winthrop,  John  Rich- 
ards, Elifha  Cooke,  Thomas  Brough- 
ton, Jofeph  Lynde  and  Chriftopher 
Webb,  is  a long  document  with  di- 
vifions  and  fubdiviftons,  called  “ Sub- 
ftance  of  Depofitions.”  M affachufetts 
Archives^  Vol.  XXXV.  p.  250.  In  di- 
vifion  A Sir  Edmund  is  accufed,  among 
other  things,  of  “ calling  the  people  of 
the  Countrey  Jacks  and  Toms,  fpeaking 
f he  & his  Crew  had  the  Immediate 
difpofe  of  our  fortunes.  Efq’’  Ran- 
dolph in  his  Lre  to  mr  Jno.  Povey,  da  : 
Aug.  25.  1687  there  Complains  that  Jno. 
Weft  his  Dep'^y  (who  by  y®  exceeding 
imptunity  of  S'"  Ed™*^  Andros  hired  y® 
place  of  him)  took  w^  fees  he  pleafed  to 
demand  and  thereby  would  make  his 
place  worth  f\ooo  a yeare;  ab*  the 
great  expence  Randolph  put  them  to 
ab‘  Nahant  Land,”  etc.  In  divifion  C, 
containing  the  charges  againft  Edward 

Randolph, 
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Rdward  Randolph. 

24th  “ His  Ma‘y  in  Councill  was  pleafed  to  approve  of  the 
faid  Report  and  to  order  that  the  paper  or  charge  therein 

mentioned 


Randolph,  it  is  ftated  that  Rev.  John 
Wife  and  others  “ fwear  to  their  damage 
fuftained  from  Edward  Randolph  as 
one  of  their  Judges ; His  letter  da : 
Aug  23.  1686  ag^'^  the  countrey  to  my 
Lord  Treafurer  ab*  rayfeing  great  Reve- 
nues by  Quitt  Rents,  quinteffence  of 
Injuftice  to  N.  E”  ; his  threatening  to 
hang  two  foldiers  on  duty  ; his  efforts 
to  obtain  poffeffion  of  Nahant;  his 
“ undervaluing  our  Magiftrates  in  Saying 
they  were  Servants  and  got  their  eftates 
by  fees  and  cozenage,  the  Devill  was  a 
Iyer  from  the  beginning;  his  faying 
that  he  would  undertake  with  500  of  his 
Maj‘*es  guard  to  drive  the  Maffachufetts 
people  out  of  their  Country  ” ; his  ef- 
forts to  have  the  Charter  vacated ; “ it 
appears  that  the  late  King  was  at  8 or 
charge  ab'^  maintaining  him,  & yett 
would  be  hard  for  him  to  prove  that 
ever  the  Crown  was  20®  the  better  for 
him.  But  certainly  the  King  & New 
England  have  been  Greatly  damnified 
by  him,”  etc.  See  alfo  Andros  TraRs.^ 
Vol.  I.  p.  i6r.  The  divifions  B,  D,  E, 
F,  etc.,  contain  the  charges  againft  the 
other  prifoners. 

Hutchinfon  in  a note  on  page  394, 
2d  edition,  of  his  Hijiory  of  MapfacJm- 
fetts  Bay.,  ffates  that  the  reafons  why 
Mr.  Humphreys’s  paper  was  not  figned 
were  the  difagreement  of  the  agents, 
and  the  advice  of  Sir  John  Somers. 
“It  was  well  known,  that  it  would  be 
mofi:  agreeable  to  have  no  enquiry 
made,”  as  it  was  the  wifh  of  the  gov- 
ernment to  have  paft  offences  forgotten. 
Befides,  the  prifoners  had  prepared 
charges  againft  the  Colony  “for  rebel- 
lion againft  lawful  authority,”  which 
put  the  agents,  as  Sir  John  faid,  upon 
the  defenfive.  One  of  the  lords  re- 
marked that  the  revolution  in  Maffa- 


chufetts  was  like  that  of  England,  a 
rifing  of  the  people  againft  tyranny. 

State  Papers.,  Colonial.,  E7itry  Book 
109,  p.  323,  17  April,  1690. 

“ Both  fides  heard ; prifoners  dif- 
charged,  &c. 

“At  the  Committee  of  Trade  and  Plan- 
tacons  At  the  Councill  Chamber  at 
Whitehall  Thurfday  the  i7V’of  Aprill 
1690. 

“ Prefent : L?  Prefident,  E.  of  Pem- 
broke, E.  of  Nottingham,  E.  of  Tor- 
rington,  E.  of  Fauconberg,  M*"  Comp- 
troller, S^  Hen.  Goodrich,  Mr  Powle, 
Mr  Bofcawen. 

“ . . . .Sr  Edmond  Andros  and  the 
, Gentlemen  lately  Imprif- 
ew  ngan  . New  England  & 

S^  Henry  Afhurfl,  M"”  Elifha  Cook, 
Mr  Encreafe  Mather  & Mr  Thomas 
Oaks,  as  Agents  for  New  England,  with 
Councill  learned  Attending  are  call’d  in, 
And  A Paper  delivered  to  Mr  Blath- 
wayt,  by  Mr  Humphries,  who  Solicits 
the  Affairs  of  New  England,  Entituled 
Matters  Objected  againft  Sr  Edmond 
Andros  and  others  as  Occafions  of 
their  Imprifonmr  in  New  England,  is 
laid  before  the  Committee,  but  not 
being  figned,  Sf  Henry  Afhurft  and  the 
other  Gentlemen,  appearing  as  Agents 
for  New  England,  are  afkt  whether  they 
would  Owne  it  ; And  no  Perfon  Ap- 
pearing to  Signe  or  own  the  fame,  it 
was  ordered  to  be  laid  Afide  without 
being  read;  Sr  Henry  Afhurft  and  the 
other  Gentlemen  from  New  England 
alleage  they  have  nothing  to  Objedt 
againft  Sr  Edmond  Andros.  That  S^ 
Edmond  Andros  And  thofe  with  him 
had  been  brought  Over  in  purfuance  of 
his  Many’s  Order  of  the  12*.'^  of  Auguft 
Laft,  Whereupon  Their  Lops  agree  to 
Offer  Their  Opinion  to  His  Ma‘y  that 

S' 
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mentioned,  as  not  being  figned  or  owned  by  any  perfon,  be 
difmiffed  this  board : And  that  S’"  Edmund  Andros,  Late 
Governor  ot  New  England  and  others  that  have  been  feized  by 
the  people  of  Bofton  upon  the  Late  Revolution,  now  attend- 
ing his  majefty,  be  forthwith  difcharged,  as  they  are  hereby 
dlRharged  and  fett  at  liberty  according  to  the  faid  Report.” 
On  the  day  that  he  was  liberated,  Randolph  fent  to  the 
Committee  an  “ Anfwer  to  matters  objected  againft  him  ” in 
Mr.  Humphreys’s  paper,  denying  “all  manner  of  Confeder- 
acy with  S"  Edmund  Andros,  or  that  he  joyned  with  him  in 
making  any  Arbitrary  Laws  & Impofitions,”  and  Eating 
that  the  only  caufe  of  his  imprifonment  was  his  having  put 
a flop  to  the  irregular  trade  of  the  Colony  “ at  the  hazard  of 
his  life,  making  him  obnoxious  to  the  Government  which 
chiefly  confifls  of  Traders,  who  have  openly  declared  that 
neither  the  Ads  of  Trade  nor  any  Law  of  England  were  in 
force  with  them  till  Ratifyd  and  Allowed  of  by  their  Repre- 
fentatives  in  a Generali  Court.”  For  this  reafon  the  legal 
proceedings  begun  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Firfl:  to  vacate 
the  Charter,  fufpended  on  account  of  political  troubles,  were 
continued  and  brought  to  a concluflon.^^^ 

Having 


Sr  Edmond  Andros  and  the  Perfons 
lately  Imprifoned  in  New  England  and 
now  Attending  His  Ma'^y  be  forthwith 
difcharged  and  fett  at  Liberty,  And  that 
the  Paper  or  Charge  which  had  not  been 
Signed  or  Owned  may  be  difmiffed. 

“ Their  Lops  being  informed  that  the 
, Records  belonging  to  New 
ew  or  . York  had  been  removed  to 
Bofton  Agree  to  Move  His  Ma'^y  that 
Orders  may  be  given  for  delivering 
them  to  Coll  Sloughter.” 

M ajfachufetts  Archives^  Vol. 


XXXVI.  p.  II.  At  this  meeting  of  the 
Privy  Council  at  Whitehall,  24  April, 
1690,  were  prefent  the  King,  Prince 
George  of  Denmark,  Bifhop  of  London, 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  Earl  of  Notting- 
ham, Lord  Chief  Juftice  Holt,  and 
others,  numbering  in  all  thirty.  Alfo 
Andros  Tra^s,  Vol.  III.  p.  41. 

State  Papers^  Colonial^  Entry 
Book  162,  p.  202.  Randolph’s  Anfwer 
to  matters  objected  againft  him,  24 
April,  1690,  pojlj  alfo  Andros  Trails, 
Vol.  II.  p.  184. 
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Having  learned  that  during  his  imprifonment  his  office 
of  Colleftor  had  been  granted  to  fome  one  elfe,  Randolph 
petitioned  to  have  it  reftored  to  him,^^®  being  evidently 
willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  King  William,  his 
friend,  Mr.  Blathwayt,^^^  having  already  become  an  adherent 
to  the  new  government.  His  petition  was  not  anfwered  im- 
mediately, the  King  being  engrofled  with  political  troubles, 
both  domeftic  and  foreign. 

The  reprefentations  made  by  Randolph,  and  conflantly 
repeated  by  him,  led  the  Privy  Council  to  order  the  Treaf- 
ury  officials  to  feledl  certain  Commiffioners  of  the  Cufloms 
“ to  attend  the  Board  and  be  prepared  to  Informe  their 
Lops,  what  Care  is  taken,  and  alfo  what  they  have  to  offer 
for  hindering  the  irregular  Trade,  and  putting  in  due  Execu- 
tion the  A6ls  of  Trade  and  Navigation  in  New  England.”  A 
fummons  was  alfo  fent  to  the  Maffachufetts  agents  to  attend 
the  meeting,  as  well  as  merchants  trading  there,  and  “ fuch 
as  have  been  lately  Imploy’d  in  New  England  & New 
Yorke.”^®^  Randolph  availed  himfelf  of  this  fummons  to 

p re  fent 


260  State  Papers.,  Board  of  Trade., 

New  England.,  Vol.  V.  p.  206.  “ M’’ 

Randolphs  Pet^  to  be  Reftored  to  his 
Imployment.  To  the  Kings  ExcelP 
Maj'y  22  May,  1690,”  poji. 

261  John  Evelyn  in  his  Diary.,  under 
date  of  18  June,  1687,  fays,  “ I dined  at 
Mr.  Blathwaite’s  (2  miles  from  Hamp- 
ton). This  gentleman  is  Secretary  of 
War,  Clerk  of  the  Counfel  etc.,  having 
raif’d  himfelfe  by  his  induftrie  from 
very  moderate  circumflances.  He  is 
a very  proper,  handfome  perfon,  and 
very  dextrous  in  bufineffe,  and  befides 
all  this,  has  married  a greate  fortune. 
His  income  by  the  Army,  Council  and 


Secretary  to  y®  Committee  of  Forraine 
Plantations  bring  him  in  above  £2.000 
per  ann.” 

262  State  Papers.,  Colonial.,  Entry 
Book  62,  p.  228.  “ At  the  Court  at 

Whitehall  the  12*  of  June  1690. 
Their  Lopps  having  appointed  Satur- 
day the  I4‘^  inf*^  at  Ten  in  the  morn- 
ing to  take  into  Confideration  the  New 
England  Trade,  did  this  day  Order 
that  the  Rt  Hon^®  the  Lords  Com'"®  of 
the  Treary  be  defired  to  appoint  fuch 
of  the  Commiffion’'^  of  the  Cuftomes  as 
they  fliall  think  fit,  to  attend  the  Board 
at  that  time,”  etc. 

The  Maffachufetts  agents  had  already 

been 
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prefent  to  the  Privy  Council  an  “acco*  of  irregular  Trade  in 
N.  England  fince  y®  Revolution,”  fpeaking  of  his  great  fidelity 
to  the  Crown  in  profecuting  offences  in  New  England  againfi: 
the  A61:s  of  Trade,  often  to  the  imminent  peril  of  his  life; 
of  his  twelve  years  of  fervice  and  his  ten  voyages;  of  his 
imprifonment  folely  on  account  of  his  preventing  the  free 
trade  of  the  Colonifls,  “ not  having  meddled  with  the  Gov- 
ernment than  as  my  particular  Station  direfted  me  to,” 
begging  to  be  reftored  to  the  office,  “ in  which  I am  ready 
to  ferve  their  Ma^*  with  all  fidelity  & Vigour,”  and  then 
adding  a lift  of  velTels  that  had  violated  the  Acts  of  Naviga- 
tion fince  the  revolution  in  Boffon.^^^  The  agents  were  not 
flow  to  anfwer  this.  “ It  is  true  Mr  Randolph  feized  and 

profecuted 


been  ordered  to  produce  their  creden- 
tials. See  State  Papers^  Colonial^ 
Entry  Book  109,  p,  324.  “ At  the  Com- 

mittee of  Trade  and  Plantacons  at 
Whitehall  29  May  1690.  Prefent,  Lord 
Prefident,  E.  of  Nottingham,  Bp  of 
London,  Maft"^  of  the  Rolls,  Henry 
Goodrich;  S'"  Henry  Afhurft,  M""  Cook, 
M’’  Mather  & M Oaks  are  called  in.  A 
Lfe  from  M*'  Broadftreet  to  the  Earl  of 
Shrewfbury  of  27  March  read  together 
with  an  Addrefs  from  the  Govenor  and 
Councill,  After  which  an  Acc‘  is  pre- 
fented  by  S"  Edmund  Andros  of  the 
fforces  raifed  in  New  England  in  the 
year  1688  for  the  defence  of  the  Coun- 
trey agP  the  Indians,  whereupon  their 
L5ps  ord*"  that  a Copy  be  given  to  the 
Agents  of  New  England,  who  are  to 
return  Their  Anfwer  thereunto  in  writ- 
ing, and  that  they  Produce  their  Power 
or  Credentials  from  the  pfent  Govern- 
ment in  New  England  for  their  being 
Agents  for  the  Countrey.” 

On  May  24th  Mr.  Mather  had  written 
to  Mr.  Thomas  Hinckley  : “ My  former 


letters  have  fignified  that  the  bill  for  re- 
ftoring  Charters  (wherein  all  belonging 
to  N.  E.  were  comprehended)  came  to 
nothing  by  the  fudden  diffolution  of  the 
lafk  Parliament.  The  ingratitude  of 
N.  E.  towards  me,  after  all  the  hazards 
I have  for  their  fakes  expofed  myfelf 
unto  (they  not  having  to  this  day  repaid 
the  moneys  which  two  years  ago  I bor- 
rowed to  fave  them  from  ruin)  has 
made  a great  impreffion  on  my  fpirits.” 
See  M affachufetts  Hijiorical  Society 
Colle^Uons^  Fourth  Series^  Vol.  V.  p. 
254.  See  Ibid.^  p.  256,  for  a letter  from 
Stephen  Mafon  to  Simon  Bradftreet,  26 
May,  faying,  “ I underftand  that  Sir  H. 
Afhurft  is  not  forward  to  part  with  his 
money,  notwithftanding  his  fair  pre- 
tences at  firft ; it  would  do  much  to 
fend  in  goods  or  bills  a conliderable 
fum  of  money,  and  without  it  no  good  is 
to  be  done  at  Court.” 

State  Papers^  Colonial,  Entry 
Book  62,  p.  231.  “ M"  Randolph’s 

Acco*  of  irregular  Trade  in  N.  Eng- 
land fince  y®  Revolution,”  poft> 
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profecuted  feverall  Veflells  and  Goods  for  irregular  Trading, 
But  upon  the  Tryall  (as  we  underfland)  his  proofs  were  fo 
very  defedlive,  that  the  Juries  would  not  find  for  his  Ma‘‘^ 
and  it  was  generally  underftood  in  the  Colony,  that  he  did 
it  purpofely  to  bring  an  Odium  upon  the  Governm^  the 
better  to  Effedl  the  defign  in  w^  he  was  engaged  of  deftroy- 
ing  their  Charter,  and  divers  Credible  Perfons  in  New  Eng- 
land, have  affirmed  they  know  M*"  Randolph  notorioufly 
guilty  of  Bribery  and  Corruption.  And  that  upon  that 
Account  he  let  feveral  Offenders  go  unpuniffied.  And 
whereas  he  faith  the  chief  end  of  his  Imprifonment  was  to 
reftore  a free  Trade,  We  humbly  offer  that  M*"  Randolph 
was  the  Perfon  Imployed  in  the  two  laft  Reigns  to  profecute 
Quo  Warrantos  and  deffroy  the  charters  in  New  England, 
and  in  fetting  up  an  Arbitrary  Government  there  which  he 
effected  againff  the  Maffachufetts  Colony.  He  procured  to 
himfelf  the  office  of  Secretary  and  was  one  of  the  moft 
malicious  and  adfive  of  the  Council,  and  for  this  he  was  im- 
prifoned  and  not  his  being  concerned  about  profecuting  the 
Breaches  of  the  A6fs  of  Trade  as  he  pretends.  Tho’  he 
begins  his  paper  with  that  Specious  pretence  of  zeale  for 
their  Majeffys  Interefl  it  all  ends  in  his  owne  And  in  a 
defire  to  be  put  into  an  Imployment.”  The  agents  then 
took  up  the  cafe  of  each  veffel  feparately,  refuting  Ran- 
dolph’s charges.^*^  Probably  about  this  time  was  printed,  in 

London, 


264  State  Papers.,  Colonial,  Entry  XXXVI.  p.  97  ; alfo  Andros  TraPls, 

Book  62,  p.  242.  “An  Anfwer  to  M'’  Vol.  II.  p.  125.  In  the  latter  the  an- 

Ranclolph’s  Acc”‘  touching  irregular  fwer  is  given  in  full,  which  is  not  the 

Trade  fince  y®  late  Revolution,”  pojl.  cafe  in  the  Entry  Book. 

See  alfo  Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol. 

VOL.  II.  — 17 
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London,  “ New  England’s  Fadtion  difcovered,  or  a Brief 
and  True  Account  of  their  Perfecution  of  the  Church  of 
England  etc.  being  an  Anfwer  to  a moft  falfe  and  Scandalous 
Pamphlet,  lately  publifhed.  Intituled  News  from  New  Eng- 
land, etc.,”  figned  C.  D.,  which,  if  not  prepared,  was  evidently 
infpired,  by  Randolph.  In  this  publication  an  effort  was 
made  to  exonerate  Sir  Edmund  and  his  adminiflration.^^ 
Although  Lord  Clarendon,  to  whom  Randolph  owed 
much,  deferted  the  caufe  of  King  William,  and  by  becoming 
a confpirator  to  reinftate  James  the  Second,  was  imprifoned 
in  the  Tower  of  London,^^®  and  Sancroft,  the  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  fympathized  with  the  attempts  to  reftore  the 
exiled  King,  lofing  finally,  as  a non-juror,  his  ecclefiaffi- 
cal  dignity,^*^^  their  adfion  did  not  influence  the  condudi 
of  Randolph,  who  went  to  Ireland  in  King  William’s 
fervice,^®®  probably  in  the  employ  of  Blathwayt,  who  be- 
came the  Secretary  of  War  for  that  kingdom,^^^®  or  with 

Sir 


Andros  Tra6ls^  Vol.  II.  p.  203,/^^. 
2®®  Hijiory  of  England^  by  T.  B. 
Macaulay,  ed.  i86i,  Vol.  III.  p.  465. 

2®7  Ibid.^  Vol.  IV.  p.  37.  “Tillotfon 
was  nominated  to  the  Archbifhopric, 
and  was  confecrated  on  Whitfunday  in 
the  church  Saint  Mary  Le  Bon.  Comp- 
ton, cruelly  mortified,  refufed  to  bear 
any  part  in  the  ceremony.” 

2®®  State  Papers^  Colonial^  Board  of 
Trade^  Bundle  A (20).  Randolph’s 
Petition  about  trees  for  the  Navy.  13 
Odlober,  i6gi,poyt. 

King  William  landed  in  Ireland,  14 
June,  1690;  on  i July  the  battle  of  the 
Boyne  was  fought,  and  on  6 September 
the  King  landed  at  Briftol,  England  ; 
on  18  January,  1691,  he  left  England 
for  Holland. 


2®9  Life  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough^ 
by  Vifcount  Wolefley,  Vol.  II.  p.  31. 
“In  his  memoirs,  Berwick  accufes  Mr. 
Blathwayte,  the  Secretary  of  War,  of 
having  intentionally  kept  orders  back 
in  order  to  give  Lord  Cornbury  and 
others  time  to  join  the  Prince  of  Or- 
ange.” In  the  Brief  Relation  of  State 
A fairs^  by  N arciflus  Luttrell,  there  are 
feveral  entries  concerning  Mr.  Blath- 
wayt. Under  date  of  13  February, 
1691-92,  “ Mr  Blathwayte  Secretary  of 
Warr  will  goe  alfoe  Secretary  of  State 
to  his  Majefty  during  the  campagne  in 
Flanders.  14  December  1700,  it  is 
faid  Mr.  Blathwayt  Secretary  of  War 
will  be  created  Lord  of  Briftol  in 
confideration  of  his  fervices  to  his 
majeftie.” 


Edward  Randolph.  1 3 1 


Sir  Robert  Southwell,  who  was  appointed  Secretary  of 
State.^^® 

While  the  war  in  Ireland  was  dill  raging,  the  queflion  of 
granting  a Charter  to  Maffachufetts  was  difculTed  at  the 
Privy  Council,  and  by  the  Committee  of  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions. The  oppofition  to  reftoring  the  original  Charter  was 
flrong.^^^  The  King  during  one  of  his  vifits  to  England 


from  the  Continent,  where  hoflilities  againfl  Louis  XIV. 
were  ftill  going  on,  having  expreffed  his  defire  that  the 
executive  power  under  a new  Charter,  the  old  one  be- 
ing legally  vacated,  lliould  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  a 
Governor  appointed  by  royal  authority,  and  not  chofen  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Colony,  a new  Charter  was  iffued 
conforming  to  the  King’s  wifhes,  granting  liberty  of  con- 
fcience  to  all  Chriflians  except  Papifls,  the  election  by  free- 
holders and  taxpayers  of  an  Affembly  with  power  of  levying 
taxes,  while  all  laws  not  difallowed  by  the  King  at  the  ex- 
piration of  three  years  were  to  be  in  force.^^^  How 


Diary  of  John  Evelyfi.,  i Decem- 
ber, 1690.  “ Having  been  chofen  Prefi- 

dent  of  the  Royal  Society,  I defir’d  to 
decline  it,  and  with  greate  difficulty  de- 
volv’d the  election  on  S'”  Rob‘.  Southwell, 
Secretary  of  State  to  King  William  in 
Ireland.” 

Hijioyy  of  Majfachufetts  Bay.,  by 
T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  410, 
note.  “There  are  two  parties  which 
folicit  the  affairs  of  New  England,  i, 
Thofe  who  labour  for  an  union  of  the 
whole  territory,  under  a captain-general, 
who  fliould  govern  by  commiffion  from 
the  King,  without  any  refpedt  to  former 
charters.  2,  The  other  party  labour  to 
have  the  feveral  charters  of  the  refpe6l- 
ive  colonies  reftored.  If  the  Maffa- 


chufetts Charter  ffiould  be  reftored, 
feveral  neceffary  powers  would  be  want- 
ing. A middle  way,  therefore,  feems 
moft  defirable.  A new  charter  can  be 
granted  with  all  neceffary  powers  enu- 
merated, and  the  colonies  which  have 
no  charters  to  be  annexed  to  the  Maffa- 
chufetts colony.” 

See  Ibid..,  p.  408,  for  the  plan,  eftab- 
lifhing  a great  corporation  with  ex- 
tenfive  powers  and  covering  a large 
territory  propofed  by  a Dr.  Cox,  and 
referred,  on  22  Auguft,  1690,  by  Mr. 
Blathwayt,  on  behalf  of  the  Lords  of 
Trade,  to  the  Attorney  General  for  his 
opinion,  which  was  adverfe  to  the 
fcheme. 

See  MaJJ'achufetts  Archives,  Vol. 

CCXLll. 
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How  much  Mr.  Randolph  had  to  do  with  framing  the 
fecond  Charter  is  not  now  known,  but  the  main  features,  a 
dependence  of  the  Colony  upon  the  Crown,  and  the  transfer- 
ring of  the  bafis  of  suffrage  from  church-memberfhip  to  a 
property  qualification,  which  would  diminifh  the  influence 
of  the  Congregational  miniflers,  were  in  harmony  with  his 
views.  He  had  returned  to  England  from  Ireland  by  the 
early  part  of  1691,^^^  and  was  in  communication  with  Mr. 
Blathwayt,  who,  according  to  Hutchinfon,  drew  up  the 
Charter  that  was  finally  accepted.^^ 

The 


CCXLII.  p.  417,  for  Draft  of  a petition 
of  the  Agents  of  Maflachufetts  to  Queen 
Mary,  Hating  that  “ his  Ma^‘®  upon  y® 
3o‘>  of  Aprill  laft  did  at  y®  Council  Board 
lignify  that  his  fubjedts  in  f Colony 
fhould  have  their  former  Charter  Rights 
&:  Priviledges  confirmed  to  y™  only  re- 
ferving  to  him  felfe  y power  to  appoint 
a Goven*^  f might  unite  thefe  Colonies ; 
that  this  notwithftanding  y®  Clerk  of  y® 
Council  drew  up  an  order  f y®  Maflachu- 
fetts  Colony  fhould  as  to  y®  adminiftration 
of  Goverm^  be  fettled  as  Barbadoes  & y® 
other  Plantations,  Plantations  are 
not  incorporated  nor  have  any  Charter 
Priviledges  belonging  to  them  ” ; the 
Committee  of  Trade,  having  propofed 
alterations  prejudicial  to  the  interefts 
of  the  Colony,  the  Agents  pray  that  the 
Charter  prepared  by  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral may  pafs  without  thofe  alterations. 

State  PaferSy  Colonial^  E7itry  Book 
62,  p.  269,  1690-1:  — 

“ Memd?  For  my  Lord  Prefident  touch- 
ing the  New  England  Charter. 

“ Memoranda  For  my  Lord  Prefid* 

“ Upon  Confideration  of  the  former 
Charter  of  New-England,  and  the 
Draught  of  a New  Charter  by  the  New 
England  Agents  the  Lords  of  the 
Comittee  of  Trade  and  Plantations 


agree  that  before  any  further  Proceed- 
ings Relating  to  the  Charter,  his  Maj*^ 
be  humbly  Moved  to  declare  whether  it 
be  his  Pleafure  to  have  a Govern^  or 
fingle  Reprefentative  of  his  own  ap- 
p*m*  from  time  to  time,  to  give  his 
Confent  to  all  Laws  and  A6ls  of  Gov- 
ernment as  in  Barbados  and  other 
Plantations,  Or  whether  His  Majefty 
will  leave  the  Power  of  Making  Laws 
wholy  to  the  People  and  Officers  to  be 
appointed  by  them.” 

State  Papers^  Board  of  Trade^ 
New  England^  Vol.  V.  p.  494.  Ran- 
dolph to  Blathwayt,  25  April,  i6gi^poft. 

Hiflory  of  M affachtifetts  Bay,  by 
T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  41 1. 
“ The  charter  was  drawn  up  by  Mr. 
Blaithwait.”  In  a note,  he  adds: 
“ The  charter  has  been  laid  to  have 
been  drawn  up  by  Sir  John  Somers, 
a miftake  from  his  having  drawn  the 
firft,  which  was  refufed;  others  faid  it 
was  done  by  Mr.  Locke.  There  are 
fo  many  inaccuracies,  as  are  not  to 
be  accounted  for  if  done  by  either  of 
thofe  great  men.  It  is  more  probable 
they  fhould  come  from  Mr.  Blath- 
wayt.” 

State  Papers,  Colonial,  Eiitry  Book 
62,  p.  270,  30  April,  1691  : — 


“ Order 


133 


Edward  Ra7tdold>h. 

The  agents  fucceeded  in  having  added  to  the  territory  of 
Maffachufetts  the  Colony  of  Plymouth, and  in  retaining 

the 


“ Order  upon  the  Report  touching  a 

New  Charter  for  the  Colony  of  the 

Maffachufetts  Bay. 

“ At  the  Court  at  Whitehall  the  3o‘.^  of 
Aprill  1691. 

“ Prefent : The  Kings  moll  Excellent 

MaH®  in  Councill. 

“ His  Ma*i®  having  upon  the  applica- 
tion of  the  Agents  of  the  Maffachufetts 
Bay  in  New  England  thought  fit  to  Referr 
the  Draught  of  a New  Charter  for  that 
Colony,  unto  the  Right  HonoH’®  the 
Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Trade  and 
Plantations,  And  Their  Lops  having 
upon  confideration  thereof  this  day, 
Reported  to  His  Ma‘i®  That  they  hum- 
bly conceive  it  neceffary,  that  before 
there  be  any  further  Proceedings  relat- 
ing to  that  Charter,  His  Ma‘l®  would 
Declare,  whether  it  be  His  Royall 
Pleafure  to  have  a Governor  or  fingle 
Reprefentative  of  His  own  Appoint- 
ment from  time  to  time,  to  give  his 
confent  to  all  Lawes  and  A6ts  of  Gov- 
ernment, as  in  Barbados  and  the  other 
Plantations,  or  whether  His  Ma‘.‘®  would 
leave  the  Power  of  making  Laws  to 
the  People  or  Officers  appointed  by 
them.  And  His  Ma‘',®  upon  Debate  of 
this  Matter  having  been  acquainted 
that  the  former  Charter  of  the  Maffa- 
chufetts  Bay,  Hood  legally  vacated,  And 
that  the  Agents  of  that  Colony  had  de- 
fired  a new  Charter  from  His  Ma*‘® 


275  As  was  natural  there  was  fome 
diffatisfadlion  in  Plymouth  at  lofing 
their  independence  by  being  annexed 
to  Maffachufetts.  See  Wifwall’s  letter 
to  Hinckley,  5 Nov.  1691,  in  Hutchm- 
fon's  Hijlory  of  Maffachufetts  Bay^  2d 
ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  413  : “All  the  frame  of 
heaven  moves  upon  one  axis,  and  the 


with  divers  Variations  from  the  former 
Charter,  His  Ma“>  was  thereupon 
pleafed  to  Declare  in  Councill,  that  he 
did  Refolve  to  fend  a Governor  of  His 
own  Nomination  and  Appointment  for 
the  Adminiftration  of  the  Government 
of  the  Maffachufetts  Colony,  as  in  Bar- 
bados and  other  Plantations,  And  did 
further  Order,  as  it  is  hereby  Ordered, 
That  the  Right  Hono^l®  the  Lords  of  the 
Comittee  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  do 
forthwith  prepare  the  Draught  of  a new 
Charter,  upon  that  Foundation,  for  the 
fpeedy  Setlement  of  the  faid  Colony. 

“ MemorandT*  Upon  Confideration  of 
Memdm  the  Draught  of  a Charter 

Referring  the  to  be  prepared  for  the 
Draught  of  ye  Colony  of  the  Maffachu- 

Charter  for  the  y A • r r 

Massachusetts  fetts  Bay,  m purfuance  of 
Colony  to  the  Their  Ma‘^Order  in  Coun- 
Attorney  Genii  Thirtieth  of 

Aprill  laft.  Their  Ldpps  think  it  requi- 
fite  that  the  fame  be  Referred  to  Their 
Ma^®  Attorney  Generali,  to  Prepare  the 
Draught  of  a new  Charter  according  to 
His  Mai®  Pleafure  Expreft  in  the  faid 
Order.  ^ 

“ Councill  Chamber 

the  izV'  of  May  1691.” 

State  Papers^  Colonial,  Entry  Book 
62,  p.  273.  “ Minutes  for  the  Charter 

of  the  Maffachufetts.  The  Draught  of  a 
Charter  for  the  Maffachufetts  Bay  in 
New  England  being  prefented  to  the 
Comittee, 


whole  of  New  England’s  intereft  feems 
defigned  to  be  loaden  on  one  bottom  and 
her  particular  motions  to  be  concen- 
trick  to  the  Maffachufetts  tropick.  You 
know  who  are  wont  to  trot  after  the 
Bay  horfe.”  Printed  alfo  in  Majfacliu- 
fetts  Hijloi'ical  Society  Colledlions, 
Fourth  Series,  Vol.  V.  p.  299. 
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the  purchafed  Province  of  Maine,  but  were  not  fuccefsful  in 
obtaining  jurifdiftion  over  New  Hampfliire.^^®  The  Colo- 
nies 


Coiiiittee,  by  Attorney  Generali  the 
2 of  July  1691,  their  Lopps  upon  con- 
fidering  the  fame  att  feverall  Meet- 
ings agree  upon  the  following  Min- 
utes for  a Charter  for  that  Colony.” 
The  meetings  were  held  the  2d,  9th, 
17th,  20th,  and  29th  of  July.  The  altera- 
tions propofed  by  the  Committee  of 
Trade,  molt  of  which  were  accepted  by 
the  Agents,  are  given  in  the  following 
abftrad : — 

“ Abltra6t  of  the  Minutes  for  the  Char- 
ter of  the  Maffachufetts  Colony,  di- 
redted  at  the  Comittee  of  Plantations 
with  y®  Report  of  M^  Attorney 
Generali. 

“ That  there  be  A Gov- 
ASed  of  bv  ^ Lieut  or  Dep^Y  Govf 
the  Argents  of  the  Appointed  by  Their  Ma- 
Massachusetts  jefties  during  Pleafure. 
Colony.  ,,  ^ Gener- 

Accepted  of  all  Court  or  Affembly  to  be 
by  ye  Agents.  Cliofen  by  the  F reehold- 
ers  of  40a-  p Ann,  and  other  Inhabit.® 
worth  50  [/]  each  in  Money,  to  meet 
Every  Year  the  laft  Wednefday  in  May 
and  Oftner  if  the  Qpvernour  fhall  think 
fitt,  who  may  Convene,  Prorogue  and 
dilfolve  them. 


Accepted  of. 


“ The  Generali  Court  or 
Affembly  to  have  power  to 
Eredland  Conftitute  Courts  of  Juftice. 

“ Officers  of  all  forts  Except  Judges, 
Juftices  of  the  Peace, 
ThS’’wol,°dhave  Sherriffs.the  Secretary  and 
Judges,  Justices  Officers  more  efpecially 
^ relating  to  the  Perfon  of 
the  Govern^  and  the  Coun- 
cill,  to  be  chofen  by  the  Generali  Court. 

“ Laws  to  be  Tranfmitted 
Accepted  of.  Qppertunity. 

Not  accepted  of.  ^ “ Jhe  ‘i.me  of  the  Kings 
Confirmation  to  be  Indef- 
inite. 


“ The  power  of  the  Militia  to  be  in 
the  Governf  Except  the  Tranfporting  of 
the  Inhabitants  out  of  the  Colony  w^^ 
is  not  to  be  without  their 
Accepted  of.  Confent  or  Confent  of 

the  Generali  Court,  and  Martiall  Law, 
not  to  be  Executed  without  the  Confent 
of  the  Affiftants  upon  the  Inhabits®  of 
the  Colony. 

“ All  Admirall  Rights  to 
Accepted  of.  Govern^  by  Comiff;' 

from  the  Lord  High  Admirall  of  the 
Plantations. 

“ Probate  of  Wills  & Adminiftration 

Accented  of  ^o  be  in  y«  Governf  and 
Councill  or  Affiftants  and 
fuch  as  (hall  be  Comiffioff®.'^  by  them. 
Accepted  of.  “ Appeals  to  be  Allowed. 

, , “ Liberty  of  Confcience 

be  granted  to  all  Chrif- 
tians  Except  Papifts. 

“ That  the  Affiftants  or  Councill  be 
chofen  by  the  Generali 
Not  accepted  o . or  Affembly,  with 

the  Approbation  of  the  Governour. 

Not  accepted  of  “ The  Governour  to  have 
in  the  Election  a Negative  Voice  in  the 
of  Officers.  Paffing  of  Laws,  and  all 
other  A6ls  of  Governmi  of  the  Generali 
Court. 


“ Geo.  Treby.” 

In  Siafe  Papers^  Board  of  Trade^ 
New  England^  Vol.  I.  p 520,  the  claufe 
“ Liberty  of  Confcience  to  be  granted 
to  all  Chriftians  Except  Papifts  ” is 
marked  “Accepted  of,”  while  the  claufe 
“ That  the  Affiftants  or  Councill  be 
chofen  by  the  Generali  Court  or  Affem- 
bly, with  the  Approbation  of  the  Gov- 
ernour,” is  omitted. 

State  Papers^  Colonial^  Entry 
Book  62,  p.  293,  27  Auguft,  1691  : — 
“Agents  petition  for  New  Hampfhire, 
&c. 


“ To 
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nies  of  Conneflicut  and  Rhode  Ifland  retained  their  original 
charters,  there  being  no  judgment  recorded  againft  them.^^^ 

The 


“To  the  R*;  the  Lords  of  y® 

Cdmittee  of  Forreign  Plantations. 

“ The  humble  Petition  of  the  Agents  for 
the  Maffachufetts  Colony  in  New 
England  Sheweth 

“That  Whereas  Their  Maj‘f  Royall 
Charter  to  the  F. Colony,  is  fuddenly  to 
Pafs  the  Seales, 

“ Your  LoPP®  PeW  humbly  Pray,  That 
all  that  Tradt  of  Land,  commonly  called 
Nova  Scotia  or  Acady,  both  as  to  Gov- 
ernm‘  and  Soyle,  may  be  United  & 
Anex’d  to  the  faid  Colony  of  MalTa- 
chufetts,  as  alfo  that  the  Government 
and  foyle  of  the  Province  of  Main  may 
be  Annexed  unto  the  faid  Colony,  And 
likewife  that  the  Province  of  Hamp- 
fhire,  as  the  Governml  thereof,  may  be 
United  & Annex’d  to  the  faid  Maffachu- 
fetts, and  that  the  property  and  the 
Lands  difpofed  of  by  former  Generali 
Courts  or  Affemblys,  may  be  thereby 
Confirmed,  and  that  a Claufe  may  be 
inferted  to  Oblige  the  Governr  from 
time  to  time  to  give  fufficient  Notice  to 
the  Affiftants  or  Councilh^  of  the  time 
when  and  where,  a Councill  may  or 
fhall  be  held,  and  that  the  Councill  may 
not  proceed  to  the  Eledlion  of  any  Offi- 
cer whatfoever,  unlefs  Eleaven  at  the 
leaft  of  the  Affiftants  be  prefent  at  fuch 
Eledtions,  and  that  feaven  at  leaft  may 
allwayes  be  the  Coram  [Quorum],  And 


See  MaJJ'ach7ifetts  Hijlorical  So- 
ciety ColleRions,  Fifth  Series.,  Vol.  IX. 
p.  175,  for  the  opinion  of  Edw.  Ward, 
J.  Somers,  and  Geo.  Treby,  dated  2 
Auguft,  1690,  that  Connedticut  retained 
her  original  Charter,  there  being  no  fur- 
render  under  the  public  Seal  or  re- 
corded judgment.  Indorfed,  “The 
Solicitor  and  Attorney  General  and 


all  Civill  Officers  whatfoever,  may  be 
chofen  by  the  Generali  Affembly,  or  by 
the  Govern^  and  Affiftants,  and  that  the 
firft  Affiftants  may  Continue,  untill  the 
laft  Wednefday  in  May,  which  fliall  be 
in  the  Year  of  Our  Lord  Chrift  1693,  And 
that  the  General  Affembly  may  have 
power,  from  time  to  time,  to  Conftitute 
and  Appoint  One  or  More  Agents,  to 
reprefent  their  Cafe  & Intereft  to  Your 
Majef®. Their  Heires  and  Succeffors,  as 
well  againft  the  Govern'",  as  otherwife, 
and  to  Appear  and  adt  for  them  in  and 
before  all  Courts,  & Judicatures  wffo- 
ever  and  y^  f Expence  & Charges  of 
fuch  Agency  may  be  defray’d,  either  by 
Mony  raifed  by  Adt  of  y®  Affembly,  or 
by  publiq  Contribution.  And  likewife 
that  a Claufe  may  be  incerted,  that  the 
Paffing  of  fuch  Charter  or  any  thing 
therein  Expreffed  or  fignified,  may  not 
any  way  deprive  the  people  of  the  faid 
Colony  or  any  of  them,  of  any  Property, 
Rights,  Libertys,  Priviledges,  I muni- 
ties  or  advantages  belonging  to  them  or 
any  [of]  them. 

“ Thurfday  f 27^^  Aug®t  1691. 

“ And  Yo*"  PeP.s  as  in  Duty  bound 
fhall  ever  Pray  &c. 

Increafe  Mather 

“ By  Ord'"from  Sr  Henry  Afhurft  Bar^ 
William  Paterfon.” 

See  Mr.  Cooke’s  letter  to  Gov.  Brad- 

ftreet. 


Mr.  Ward’s  opinion.”  See  Hijiory  of 
Maffachufetts  Bay.,  by  T.  Hutchinfon, 
2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  407:  “The  proceed- 
ings againft  Rhode  Ifland  having  been 
very  near  the  fame  with  thofe  againft 
Connedlicutt,  the  fame  opinion  would 
ferve  to  juftify  them  in  reaffuming  their 
Charter.” 
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The  affairs  of  New  England  as  to  adminiftration  being 
fettled,  although  Sir  William  Phips,  the  new  Governor,  and 
the  Rev.  Increafe  Mather,  did  not  arrive  at  Bofbon  until  the 
following  May,^^®  bringing  with  them  the  Charter,  which 

with 


ftreet,  London,  4 Nov.  1691,  va  Hutchin- 
fonis  Hijlory  of  Maffachufetts  Bay^  2d 
ed.,Vol.  I.  p.  412  ; “The  country  of  Nova 
Scotia  &c.  is  granted  in  the  charter,  yet 
an  after  claufe  takes  away  all  the  right 
to  the  foil  to  the  eaftward  of  Sagade- 
hock.  Had  any  petition  come  from 
New  Hampfhire,  refpedting  their  defire 
to  be  continued  under  the  Maflachu- 
fetts,  in  all  probability  it  had  been 
granted  them.”  In  the  fame  letter  he 
ftates  that  “ Mr  Blathwayt  prepared  the 
draught  of  the  charter.”  Mr.  Cooke 
refufed  to  accept  the  new  Charter,  and 
many  of  the  colonifts  were  difappointed 
that  Mr.  Mather  had  not  fucceeded  in 
having  the  old  one  reflored. 

The  Charter  of  William  and  Mary 
was  dated  7 Odlober,  1691.  “The 
Territories  and  Colonyes  commonly 
called  or  known  by  the  Names  of  the 
Collony  of  the  Maflachufetts  Bay  and 
Collony  of  New  Plymouth,  the  Province 
of  Main,  the  Territorie  called  Acadia 
or  Nova  Scotia  and  all  that  Trafl  of 
Land  lying  betweene  the  faid  Territories 
of  Nova  Scotia  and  the  faid  Province  of 
Main  be  eredled,  United  and  Incorpo- 
rated under  the  name  of  Our  Prov- 
ince of  the  Maflachufetts  Bay  in  New 
England.”  The  Governor,  Lieutenant 
or  Deputy  Governor  and  Secretary  to 
be  appointed  by  the  Crown.  The 
number  of  the  Council  to  be  twenty- 
eight.  Deputies  to  be  eledted.  Voters 
to  have  a freehold  of  the  value  of  forty 
fhillings  a year,  or  other  eflate  of  Forty 
pounds.  The  firft  Councillors  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  Crown ; after  that  they 
were  to  be  eledled  yearly  by  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  which  had  power  to  dif- 


place  them.  The  inhabitants  to  have  all 
the  rights  of  native  born  Englilhmen. 
“ There  fhall  be  a liberty  of  confcience 
allowed  in  the  worfhip  of  God  to  all 
Chriftians  (Except  Papifts)  inhabiting 
there.”  Power  to  eredl  courts  to  try 
all  caufes,  criminal  as  well  as  civil. 
Right  of  appeal  to  England  in  certain 
cafes.  To  make  laws  not  repugnant  to 
thofe  of  England.  Right  of  laying  taxes 
and  to  eredl  corporations.  The  Gover- 
nor to  have  power  to  veto.  Laws  to  be 
tranfmitted  to  England  for  approbation 
or  difallowance.  Three  years  the  limit 
of  time  to  difallow.  Former  grants  of 
lands  confirmed.  The  militia  not  to 
march  outfide  the  limits  of  the  Colony 
without  the  confent  of  the  General 
Court.  And  martial  law  not  to  be  ex- 
ercifed  without  the  confent  of  the 
Council.  Courts  of  Admiralty  to  be 
eredted  only  by  the  authorities  in  Eng- 
land. All  trees  of  twenty-four  inches  in 
diameter  one  foot  from  the  ground,  on 
lands  not  granted,  to  be  referved,  under 
a penalty,  for  the  royal  navy. 

Cotton  Mather,  in  his  Parentatory 
1724,  pp.  1 1 7-144,  gives,  in  the  chapter 
called  “Hiftory  of  the  New  Charter,” 
many  details  concerning  it. 

Diary  of  Sa77tuel SewalL  “1692, 
May  14.  Sir  William  arrives  in  the 
Nonfuch  Frigot.  Candles  are  lighted, 
before  he  gets  into  Town-houfe.  Eight 
companies  wait  on  Him  to  his  houfe 
and  then  on  Mr.  Mather  to  his.  Made 
no  volleys  becaufe  ’twas  Satterday 
night.  Monday  May  16.  Eight  Com- 
panies and  two  from  Charleflown  guard 
Sir  William  and  his  Councillors  to  the 
Town-houfe,  where  the  Comiffions  were 

read 
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with  the  explanatory  one  of  1726,  remained  in  force  until  a 
fliort  time  previous  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,^^^  Randolph  received  from  the  Commiffioners  of  the 
Treafury,  in  Odtober,  a fuller  and  broader  commiffion  than 
he  had  formerly  held.  He  was  made  Surveyor  General  of 
their  Majefties’  Cuftoms  in  all  the  coafts  of  America.^^®  In 
his  extended  fphere  of  adtion,  which  included  the  Bermuda 
and  Bahama  Iflands,  as  well  as  the  middle  and  southern 
Provinces  and  Northern  Colonies  on  the  continent,  he 
found  that  the  violation  of  the  A6ts  of  Trade  was  every- 
where as  flagrant  as  in  New  England.  He  complained 
repeatedly  of  the  obflrudtions  placed  in  his  path  of  duty, 
particularly  in  the  Proprietary  governments,  and  he  com- 
menced a feries  of  attacks  againfl;  them,  as  he  had  formerly 
againfl:  the  Charters  of  New  England.  On  the  day  of  his 

appointment 

and  after  the  death  of  Queen  Mary,  28 
December,  1694,  Surveyor  General  of 
his  Majefty’s  Cuftoms  in  the  Colonies 
and  Plantations  upon  the  coaft  of 
America,  and  Surveyor  General  of  the 
Cuftoms  in  all  his  Majefty’s  Colonies, 
Provinces,  and  Plantations  on  the  Con- 
tinent of  America  and  Iflands  adjacent. 

The  pofition  formerly  held  by  Ran- 
dolph at  Bofton  was  filled  by  Mr. 
Brenton.  Sewall  fays  in  his  Diary : 
“ 26  January,  90-91.  Mr.  Brenton  ex- 
hibits his  comiflion  under  the  Broad 
Seal  for  exercifing  the  office  of  Collec- 
tor, Surveyor  and  Searcher.” 

On  27  June,  1692,  Maflachufetts 
paffed  an  A6f  for  the  ere6ling  of  a Naval 
Office,  which  was  difallowed  by  the 
Privy  Council,  22  Auguft,  1695.  On  28 
June,  1701,  another  A6i  was  paffed  for 
eftablifhing  of  a Naval  Office.  Province 
Laws  of  Majfachufetts^  Vol.  I.  p.  34, 
et  feq. 

VOL.  II.  — 18 


read  and  oaths  taken.”  His  failure  in 
attacking  Canada,  with  its  difaftrous 
confequences,  did  not  prevent  his  ap- 
pointment. This  failure  is  alluded  to 
in  an  addrefs  of  the  General  Court  to 
King  William  and  Queen  Mary  in  Maf- 
fachufetts  Archives.,  Vol.  CCXLII. 
p.  420,  dated  14  0(ftober,  1691. 

April,  1774.  See  Hijlory  of  the 
United  States,  by  James  Grahame,  1845, 
Vol.  IV.  p.  360. 

280  See  letter  of  Commiflary  Blair  to 
Governor  Nicholfon,  dated  from  Lon- 
don, 3 December,  1691,  faying  that  “ Mr. 
Randolph  and  Mr.  Sherwood  are  now 
bound  for  Virginia,”  in  the  Hifloidcal 
CollePlions  of  the  A7nerica7t  Colonial 
Church,  by  W.  S.  Perry. 

Randolph’s  title  is  written  differently 
in  various  official  papers.  He  is  called 
Surveyor  General  of  their  Majefties’ 
Cuftoms  in  all  the  Provinces  and  Colo- 
nies on  the  Continent  of  America, 
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appointment  he  petitioned  that  he  might  “ upon  reafonable 
encouragement  be  empowered  to  furvey,  mark  and  regifter  ” 
the  trees  fit  for  the  royal  navy  which  he  might  find,  as  he 
had  already  done  in  the  Province  of  Maine,  from  which 
place  he  had  delivered  “into  Their  Ma*f  Stores  at  Chatham 
40  Mafls  and  Bowfpritts  of  the  Largeft  Dimentions,”  adding 
to  his  petition  a lift  of  places  in  New  England  furveyed  by 
him.^®^ 

After  a tedious  voyage  he  arrived  in  Virginia,  in  the 
fpring  of  1692,  where  his  friend  Captain  Nicholfon,  having 
obtained  the  office  of  Lieutenant  Governor  of  that  Province, 
had  preceded  him.  Randolph,  having  been  made  Deputy 
Auditor  of  Maryland,  wrote  to  Governor  Copley  foon  after 
his  arrival,  notifying  him  of  his  appointment,  and  fending 
him  alfo  a notification  that  as  Governor  he  muft  take  the 
oath  to  enforce  the  Adis  of  Trade  “as  far  as  your  ExcelP  is 
concerned  under  the  penalty  of  1000/.  I long  to  be  at  St. 
Maries,^^^  though  I fhall  make  very  little  flay  in  regard  I am 
diredied  to  make  my  furvey  here  firft.  I know  there  is  a 
great  deal  to  doe  in  your  parts  efpecially  in  the  Eafiern 
Country  adjoyning  to  New  Caftle.  I defire  your  ExcelP  to 
proceed  quietly  till  you  can  have  a fair  blow  att  them.  I 

hear 


281  State  Papers^  Colonial^  Board  of 
Trade  2,  Bundle  A (20).  Randolph’s 
Petition  about  Trees  for  the  Navy.  13 
Odlober,  i6gi,poJt. 

282  Then  the  feat  of  government,  al- 
though the  General  Affembly  met  occa- 
fionally  at  other  places.  Maryland  was 
then  a royal  Province,  Lord  Baltimore 
having  been  diverted  of  his  governmen- 
tal power.  Maryland  Archives^  Vol. 
VIII.  p.  235:  “Wee  have  thought  fitt 


to  take  our  Province  of  Maryland  under 
our  immediate  care  and  protedlion.” 
Lionel  Copley  was  made  Governor,  27 
June,  1691,  Lord  Chief  Jurtice  Holt 
having  given  his  opinion,  3 June,  1690, 
that  the  King  might  take  away  the 
Charter  of  Maryland,  it  being  in  a cafe 
of  neceflity.  See  Opinions  of  Eminent 
Lawyers^  edited  by  George  Chalmers^ 
Vol.  I.  p.  31. 
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hear  there  are  fome  officers  who  have  not  done  their  dutys. 
L‘  Governor  Nicholfon  is  very  zealous  for  his  intereffi 

I intended  to  fend  your  Excellency  the  Law  made  here  for 
laying  4^^  upon  every  gallon  of  liquor  imported  here  from 
the  Weft  Indies  and  2^  upon  every  gallon  to  be  paid  by 
fuch  of  the  Inhabitants  as  are  the  Importers  in  Veffels  be- 
longing to  the  Country,  which  if  your  Excellency  can  get 
paft  will  be  a great  fervice  to  the  Crown.”  Not  long  after, 
Randolph  vifited  Maryland,  where  he  feized  a Scotch  veffel 
for  trading  illegally,  and  brought  her  to  trial  in  June,  but 
was  defeated,  the  jury  finding  for  the  defendant,  and  one  of 
the  judges,  who  was  alfo  a member  of  the  Council,  faying 
“ that  in  his  opinion  the  Nicetyes  of  the  Law  ought  not  to 
be  obferved  and  the  penall  Statute  upon  which  the  informa- 
tion was  brought  was  out  or  words  to  that  effedl.”^^^  Not 
deterred  by  his  failure  he  brought  fuits  againft  other  veffels 
he  had  feized,  but  was  again  defeated.  This  led  him,  ac- 
cording to  Governor  Copley’s  account,  to  ufe  harfli  and 
flrong  language,  calling  the  jurors  “ bafe,  perjured  and  fore- 
fwore  rogues,  threatening  them  with  the  pillory  and  lofs  of 
their  ears,  and  he  alfo  in  publick  afperfed,  befpattered  and 
affronted  the  Juflices  themfelves,  bafely  faid  by  him  to  be 
picked  and  packed  by  me.”  The  Governor  gave  vent  to 
his  irritation  by  attacking  Randolph,  dwelling  upon  his 
malignant  and  imperious  temper,  his  revengeful  difpofition, 
fhown  in  feizing  veffels  merely  becaufe  their  owners  were 
what  he  called  “ New  England  rogues  anddoggs  and  pitifull 

damned 

283  Maryland  Archives.,  Vol.  VIII.  Ihid.,  p.  328.  Mr.  Chilton  to  Mr. 

p.  316.  Mr.  Randolph  to  Coll.  Copley,  Randolph,  James  City,  July  9th,  1692, 
James  City,  April  13th,  1692, /<?/?.  pojl. 
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damned  Scotch  Pedlars,”  his  haraffing  the  people  of  the 
Province  “ by  preffing,  feizing  and  violently  taking  away  and 
inakeing  ufe  of  their  horfes,  boates,  goods  and  fervants 
without  paying  or  making  any  fatisfadlion  for  the  fame, 
otherwife  then  in  the  returne  of  ill  language,  his  conforting 
with  thofe  of  wicked  principles,  their  Ma*'®®  open  profelTed 
enemies,  papifts  and  others  difaffedted  to  all,  efpecially  the 
prefent  Government,  diflurbing  the  peace  and  tranquillit}^  of 
the  Province,  fo  that  he  hath  indeed  effedted  here  what  he 
hath  done  in  all  other  parts  of  the  world  (where  ever  he  fett 
foote)  made  the  whole  country  weary  of  him,  boaflingly 
vaunting  that  he  thanks  God  he  has  lived  thefe  five  and 
twenty  years  upon  the  curfes  of  the  people,  which  truly  I 
am  apt  to  believe.”  The  accufation  againft  the  loyalty  of 
Randolph  to  William  and  Mary,  which  was  repeated  when 
he  returned  to  Maryland  in  the  autumn,  had  undoubtedly 
fome  foundation,  for  many  in  England  were  wavering  in  their 
allegiance,  and  the  news  of  the  naval  vidtory  of  La  Hogue 
had  not  reached  the  Colonies.  Before  that  crufhing  defeat 
to  the  hopes  of  James  II.,  preventing  the  invafion  of  England 
by  a French  force,  the  expedlation  of  the  Tories  had  been 
high. 

On  his  way  northward  from  Maryland,  Randolph  vifited, 
in  Auguft,  Newcaftle  on  the  Delaware,  then  under  the 
jurifdidlion  of  Pennfylvania,  where,  according  to  the  charge 

of 

Maryland  Archives^  Vol.  VIII.  7 April,  i6g2>^  pq/l,  Randolph  fpeaks  of 
P*  335-  “ Colonel  Copley  to  the  Lords  the  bearer  as  belonging  to  the  “ honeft  ” 

of  the  Comittee  of  Trade  and  Planta-  party,  evidently  meaning  the  Jacobite 
tions,  St.  Maries  in  Maryland,  29  July,  party. 

iGgzf  foyi.  In  a letter  to  Sir  Thomas  battle  of  La  Hogue  was 

Lawrence,  Secretary  of  Maryland,  dated  fought  in  May,  1692. 


Edward  Randolph.  1 4 1 

of  Governor  Copley,  he  was  bribed  by  a Mr.  Vanderburgh 
to  releafe  him  from  the  obligation  of  a ^i,ooo  bond,  on 
which  he  was  furety  for  the  faithful  obfervance  of  the  Laws 
of  Trade.  The  affidavits  of  the  witneffes  to  the  bribing  were 
fent  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury.^®^  Continuing  his  jour- 
ney Randolph  reached  Bofbon,  September  2d,^^^  on  his  official 
infpedlion,^^^  and  was  probably  ftill  there  when  the  “ Aft  as 
to  the  Rights  of  the  People  ” was  paffed,  re-eftablifliing  and 
reaffirming  the  legal  privileges,  which  he  had  had  much  to 
do  in  overthrowing.  Upon  returning  to  Maryland  in  No- 
vember, he  was  accufed  again  of  vifiting  Tories,  known 
enemies  to  the  government,  and  of  drinking  frequently  to 
the  health  of  King  James,  quoting  an  expreffion  then  cur- 
rent 


Maryland  Archives.,  Vol.  VIII. 
p.  432.  “ At  a Councill  held  at  the  Gov- 
ernors Houfe  at  St  Peters  the  2i®‘day 
of  Dec.  Anno  Dom.  1692,”^^^?. 

Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.,  “ 1692 
Sept.  4^  Mr.  Randolph  came  to  town 
laft  Friday  [Sept.  2].” 

289  Hijloriccil  Papers.,  by  C.  W.  Tut- 
tle, p.  326.  Edward  Randolph  to  John 
Ulher,  Bofton,  28  Sept.  \6c)2,pofi. 

299  Maffachufetts  Archives.,  Vol. 
XLVII.  p.  87;  alfo  Province  Laws., 
Vol.  I.  p.  40.  The  a6t  was  paffed  14 
06tober,  1692,  but  difallowed  by  the 
Privy  Council  22  Auguft,  1695. 

In  Maffachufetts  Archives.,  Vol.  LI. 
p.  12,  is  a letter  of  Gov.  Phips  to  the 
Commiffioners  of  Cuftoms,  dated  19 
January,  1692-3,  fhowing  that  the  feel- 
ing of  Maffachufetts  was  as  hoftile  to  Mr. 
Brenton,  the  royal  colle6lor,  as  it  had 
been  to  Mr.  Randolph,  and  claiming 
that  the  Colony  had  the  right  to  ap- 
point fuch  officers.  Under  the  govern- 
ment of  Sir  William  Phips  a report  was 


made  by  a committee  “ on  the  accounts 
of  Sir  Edmund  Andros  and  John 
Ufher.”  It  was  found  that  Andros 
“ by  his  own  orders,  no  advice  and  con- 
fent  of  the  Council  appearing  for  y® 
fame,”  had  drawn  from  the  Treafury  for 
his  own  falary  Four  thoufand  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-fix  pounds  nine  fhil- 
lings  four  pence,  and  that  John  Ufher, 
the  Treafurer,  had  taken  for  himfelf  a 
commiffion  of  five  per  cent,  without  an 
order  from  the  Governor  or  allowance 
of  the  Council,  amounting  to  feven  hun- 
dred pounds  and  upwards.  Ibid..,  Vol. 
Cl.  p.  I. 

Among  Andros’s  accounts  are  the  fol- 
lowing entries  “ to  Edward  Randolph 
his  acc*  of  Incidents  24.  o.  6.  journey  to 
Coiiedticutt  15.  for  a bullock  ufed  at 
Pemaquid  4.”  Ibid..,  p.  15.  On  21 
June,  1694,  it  was  voted  to  pay  William 
Blathwayt,  the  Auditor  General,  one 
hundred  pounds  “for  his  fervice  refer- 
ring to  the  paffing  of  the  accompts  of 
this  Province.”  Ibid..,  Vol.  C.  p.  492. 
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rent  in  England,  that  “ the  man  fliould  have  his  mare  again 
(a  byword  by  them  ufed  to  hgnify  King  James’  return  to 
the  crowne)  encouraging  in  them  the  hopes  of  feeing  the 
fame  effedled  by  May  day  next,  and  of  vilifying  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council,  while  his  rude  and  infolent  carriage  has 
become  infupportable.” 

Governor  Copley,  becoming  exafpe rated,  iffued,  finally,  a 
warrant  to  arreft  Mr.  Randolph,  which  he  avoided  by  taking 
refuge  in  Virginia,  where  Sir  Edmund  Andros  had  arrived 
as  head  of  the  government.  Not  to  be  balked,  the  Governor 
iffued  a fecond  warrant,  which  was  ferved  by  a Maryland 
officer  croffing  into  Virginia  and  feizing  Mr.  Randolph. 
This  adlion  led  to  a correfpondence  between  the  two  Gover- 
nors, Sir  Edmund  demanding  that  Randolph  fhould  be 
returned,  as  he  had  been  unlawfully  arrefted  within  the 
Province  of  Virginia.  In  the  mean  time  the  prifoner  had 
managed  to  effedl  his  efcape,  and  to  take  refuge  again  under 
the  protedlion  of  Andros,  to  whom  Governor  Copley  fent  a 
fruitlefs  requeft  that  the  criminal,  who  had  “felonioufly 
broke  prifon,”  fhould  be  remanded  to  Maryland.^^^  While 
Randolph  was  in  Virginia  at  that  time  the  trial  of  Major 
Charles  Scarburgh  took  place,  “ for  ufing  feditious  language 
againft  the  King  on  account  of  certain  appointments  made 
by  him  to  thefuppofed  detriment  of  the  eftablifhed  church,” 
at  which  he  was  probably  prefent.^®^  The  quarrel  between 

Randolph 

Maryland  Archives^  Vol.  VIII.  from  1652  to  1781,  In trodu6lion, 

P*  432-  _ p.  xiii  and  p.  xlvi ; alfo  p.  45  for  an  ac- 

Ibid.^  pp.  483-554.  Order  to  ar-  count  of  Randolph’s  expenfes  from 
reft  Edward  Randolph,  etc.,  6 April — May  9th  to  May  28th,  foyi. 

12  May,  1693,  fofl.  For  an  account  of  the  violation  of  the 

See  Calendar  of  Virginia  State  Adis  of  Trade  in  Virginia,  see  Economic 

Hiflory 
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Randolph  and  Copley,  embittered  by  the  accufation  that  the 
Governor  was  in  collufion  with  illegal  traders,  appears  to 
have  lafted  until  the  death  of  the  Governor,  and  the  promo- 
tion of  Nicholfon  to  that  poll. 

In  the  neighboring  Province  of  Pennfylvania,  in  the  mean 
time,  the  executive  authority  belonging  to  William  Penn,  as 
Proprietary,  was  taken  from  him  and  transferred  by  royal 
authority  to  Colonel  Benjamin  Fletcher,  Governor  of  New 
York,  who  came  to  Philadelphia  in  the  early  part  of  1693 
with  a “ military  retinue  ” to  affume  the  government,^^^  and 
it  was  not  until  the  next  year  that  Penn  was  able  to  re- 
affume  his  rights,^^^  being  thwarted  partly  by  the  efforts  of 
Randolph,  who  attacked  him,  as  well  as  the  Proprietors  of 
the  other  Provinces,  vigoroufly.^^®  During  the  refl  of  the 
year  1693,  whole  of  1694,  and  part  of  1695,  Randolph 
was  in  the  Provinces  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Pennfyl- 
vania, attempting  in  vain  to  enforce  fully  the  Afts  of  Navi- 
gation ; but  the  veffels  feized  by  him  were  cleared  by  the 
courts  and  juries,  and  even  in  one  cafe  of  a Bofton  brigan- 
tine feized  and  tried  within  the  jurifdidlion  of  Pennfylvania 
a fuit  was  brought  againft  him  by  the  mafter  of  the  veffel 

for 


Hijlory  of  Virginia^  by  Philip  Alex- 
ander Brown,  1896,  Vol.  I.  p.  362. 

Life  of  WUliani  Penn.,  by  Samuel 
M.  Janney,  1852,  p.  390.  “The  royal 
commiffion  was  dated  21  06lober,  1692. 
In  the  fpring  of  1693  Col.  Fletcher 
notified  Governor  Lloyd  of  Pennfyl- 
vania [Penn’s  reprefentative]  that  he 
intended  to  afiume  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment, and  accordingly  he  came  to  Phila- 
delphia for  that  purpofe  attended  by  a 
military  retinue.” 


295  Colonial  Records  of  Pefinfylvania., 

Vol.  I.  p.  473.  20  Auguft,  1694,  letters 

patents  relloring  William  Penn  to  the 
government  of  Pennfylvania.  See  alfo 
Jannefs  Penn.,  p.  393. 

296  Life  of  ivilliain  Penn.,  by  S.  M. 
Janney,  p.  413.  Letter  of  Penn  to  his 
agents  in  Pennfylvania,  dated  2^?  3<^  mo. 
’98,  fpeaks  of  the  expenfes  he  had  in- 
curred “ in  two  years’  withftanding  of 
Edward  Randall  [Randolph].” 
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for  damages,  and  a warrant  of  arreft  was  iffued  for  non-pay- 
ment of  them.^^^  Thefe  repeated  failures  caufed  him  to 
write  to  the  Board  of  Trade  “that  the  illegal  Trade  in  the 
plantations  was  fupported  & encouraged  by  the  Generali 
partiality  of  Courts  & Jurys  (byaffed  by  private  Intereft)  in 
Caufes  relating  to  the  Crown,”  and  he  prepared  a paper 
containing  fuggeftions  to  remedy  the  evil.  Among  other 
things  he  fuggefted  that  experienced  cuflom  houfe  officials 
ffiould  be  fent  from  England,  having  no  connexion  with 
the  local  governments ; that  the  Governors  ffiould  not  only 
take  the  required  oath  to  enforce  the  A6ts  of  Trade,  which 
was  not  done  by  the  Governors  of  the  Proprietary  Govern- 
ments, but  ffiould  alfo  give  fecurity  to  the  amount  of  £ i,ooo; 
that  Exchequer  Courts  ffiould  be  eftabliffied  in  all  the  Plan- 
tations, with  judges  and  attorney  generals  appointed  by  the 
Crown ; that  matters  of  veffels  producing  forged  certificates 
fiiould  be  imprifoned  for  a year,  with  lofs  of  veffel  and  cargo, 
while  the  forger  ffiould  be  imprifoned  for  life ; that  the 
Scotch  ffiould  be  confidered  as  aliens,  and  that  no  privateers 
ffiould  be  permitted  to  enter  the  ports  without  giving  fecu- 


rity to  the  value  of  not  lefs  than  ^i,ooo. 


299 
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State  Papers^  Board  of  Trade, 
Plarttations  General,  Vol.  IV.  p.  79. 
“The  Petition  of  W™  Trout  M*"  of  the 
Briganteen  Dolphin  of  Boflon  in  New 
England  now  rideing  at  Anchor  in  the 
River  Delaware  before  Marcus-hook  in 
the  County  of  Chefter,  15  April,  1695,'’ 
poft. 

See  Ibid.,  4 (41),  for  “ An  Account 
of  feverall  veffells  feized  & profecuted 
by  Edward  Randolph,  Survy""  Gen*  of 
his  Ma‘*®s  Cuftoms,  and  cleared  by  the 
Courts  & Jurys  in  Virginia,  Maryland 
and  Penfilvania,  31  July,  i6g6f  pojl. 


See  Ibid.,  Vol.  IV.  p.  57,  for  “An 
Account  of  feverall  things  whereby  ille- 
gall  Trade  is  encouraged  in  Virginia, 
Maryland  and  Penfilvania,  together  with 
methods  for  prevention  thereof  Humbly 
offer’d  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Hon- 
ourable the  Commiffioners  of  His  Ma- 
jefties  Cuftoms  by  Edward  Randolph 
Surveyor  Generali,”  etc.  16  Odtober, 
\6gs,pofl. 

An  A6l  had  been  palTed  in  Scotland 
erecting  a company  to  trade  with  India, 
Africa,  and  America,  “ which  in  time 
may  tend  to  deftroy  the  Trade  and 

Navigation 
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Returning  to  England  in  the  latter  part  of  1695,  Randolph 
exerted  himfelf  to  pufh  forward  his  fchemes  for  remedying 
the  evils  connedted  with  the  plantation  trade.  He  fent  pro- 
pofals  and  reprefentations  to  the  Committee  of  Trade,  which 
were  referred  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  and  petitions 
to  the  Privy  Council.  He  complained  that  no  fliip  of  war 
was  fent  to  Maryland  to  watch  the  loading  of  tobacco  and 
fee  that  the  veffels  joined  the  convoy  of  the  Virginia  tobacco 
fleet,  by  negledl  of  which  many  veffels  were  expofed  to  cap- 
ture and  there  would  be,  confequently,  a lofs  to  the  national 
revenue  ; that  failors  were  induced  to  defert  the  merchant 
and  naval  fhips  by  the  planters,  who  offered  them  higher 
wages,  befides  the  chance  of  privateering,  which  ought  to  be 
prevented  by  penalties ; that  the  commanders  of  veffels  of 
war  impreffed  men  arbitrarily,  to  the  detriment  of  the  plan- 
tation trade,  which  ought  to  be  regulated,  but  that  the  mofl: 
important  thing  to  be  done  was  to  make  the  Proprietary 
Governments  dependent  upon  the  Crown.^®^  Upon  this 
point  he  was  emphatic,  expreffing  flrongly  the  hope  that 
the  matter  would  be  fully  confidered,  and  that,  if  fo  ordered, 
he  would  remain  in  England  to  give  all  the  information  in 
his  poffeffion.  “My  occafions  preffmg  me  fuddainly  to  de- 
part 

Navigation  of  England  & carry  it  to  William  Patterfon,  who  had  been  re- 
Scotland,  we  defire  you  will  fee  that  the  cently  the  principal  founder  of  the 
officers  ftridtly  pursue  their  duties  ac-  Bank  of  England,  see  Hijiory  of  Efig- 
cording  to  the  Laws  of  England.”  See  land.,  by  T.  B.  Macaulay,  ed.  i86i,  Vol. 
letter  from  Sir  Robert  Southwell  and  V.  p.  i68,  et  seq. 

the  other  CommiflTioners  of  the  Cuftoms  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Board  of 

to  the  Governor  of  Pennfylvania,  in  Trade  2,  Bundle  C.  Randolph’s  Peti- 
Pennfylvania  Archives,  Vol.  I.  p.  119,  tion  ; alio  Propofals  to  prevent  delay  in 
9 January,  1695-6.  For  an  account  of  loading  tobacco.  31  January,  1695-6, 
the  Scotch  company  and  its  difaftrous  pojl. 
ending,  the  promoter  of  which  was 

VOL.  II. — 19 
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part  for  that  continent  of  America,  unleffe  y LordP^®  fliall 
pleafe  to  Command  my  attendance  & further  Informations 
in  order  to  make  a Compleat  Regulation  in  the  trade  of  all 
thofe  feparate  Colonyes  & Provinces.” 

The  financial  needs  of  England  being  at  that  time  very 
great,  owing  to  the  war  with  France,  it  was  neceffary  to 
prevent  illegal  foreign  trading,  in  order  to  increafe  the  cuf- 
tom  houfe  receipts,  and,  Randolph  being  familiar  with  the 
American  trade,  his  advice  was  fought,  and  his  plan  of 
eftablifhing  Courts  of  Admiralty  and  of  appointing  Attor- 
neys General  in  the  Plantations  was  approved.^®^  He  then 
propofed  that  only  “ fitt  perfons  be  appointed  to  be  the  Gov*'^ 
of  Carolina  & Penfilvania  to  prevent  the  illegal  Trade  car- 
ried on  by  Scotchmen  & others  in  veffells  belonging  to  New 
Eng^  & penfilvania  ” ; that  the  Governors  of  all  the  Planta- 
tions fhould  be  under  oath,  and  that  in  the  Courts  of  Ad- 
miralty to  be  erefted  in  all  the  Colonies  there  fhould  be 
appointed  a Judge,  a Regifter,  and  a Marfhal,  befides  the 
Attorneys  General ; and  he  added,  at  the  requefi:  of  the 

Commiffioners 


State  Papers^  Colonial^  Board  of 
Trade  2,  Bmidle  C.  Randolph’s  Me- 
morial to  the  Privy  Council,  10  Feb- 
ruary, i6gs~6,  poyt. 

State  Papers^  Board  of  Trade^ 
Plantations  Ge7ieral^  Vol.  IV.  p.  29. 
‘‘  Extra6l  of  Prefentment  from  Commif- 
fioners of  Cuftoms.  Their  Excellencies 
the  Lords  Juftices  in  Councill,  23  July, 
1 6g6P  pojt. 

Ibid.^  p.  37.  “ Mr.  Randolph’s  Lift 

of  the  Names  of  the  prefent  Goven*^^ 
of  the  American  Plantations;  fome 
appointed  by  the  Crown,  others  by 
the  Owners  of  Proprietyes  putt  out  & 
removed  by  them  at  pleafure,  others 
annually  Elefled.”  29  July,  i6g6,poyt. 


There  was  fo  much  fmuggling  be- 
tween France  and  England  that  “ whole 
fleets  of  boats  with  illicit  cargoes 
paffed  and  repaffed  between  Kent  and 
Picardy,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  fouth  eaftern  coaft  were  in  the 
plot.”  See  Hi/iory  of  England^  by 
T.  B.  Macaulay,  ed.  1861,  Vol.  V. 
p.  48. 

State  Papers^  Board  of  Trade^ 
Plantations  General^  4 (53).  “ Propo- 

falls  humbly  offered  for  the  more  effedl- 
uall  putting  in  Execution  the  A6t  for 
preventing  frauds  & regulating  abufes 
in  y®  plantation  Trade  by  Ed.  Ran- 
dolph.” 31  July,  pojl. 
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Commiffioners  of  Cuftoms,  a lift  of  fuitable  perfons  for  thofe 
pofitions,  but  “ there  can  be  no  Eftablifhment  of  Courts 
of  Admiralty  in  the  Bahama  Iflands  Carolina  or  in  any 
other  of  the  Proprietyes  untill  there  be  a regulation  in  the 
Gom^^”^°^  It  being  objedled  that  there  were  Attorneys 
General  in  fome  of  the  Colonies,  Randolph  gave  his  reafons 
why  they  fliould  be  removed  and  others  appointed  in  their 
places,  his  aim  being  to  limit,  as  far  as  he  could,  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  Plantations.^^^^  This  was  fully  approved  of  by 
thofe  in  power  in  England, but  met  with  ftrong  oppofition 
from  “ the  proprietors  and  agents  of  Carolina,  Bahama 
Iflands,  Penfilvania,  Eafl:  & Weft  Jerfeyes  & Conedlicot,”  as 
infringing  on  the  rights  of  thofe  Colonies  who  defired  to  be 
heard  by  counfel  before  the  Attorney  General’s  report  fhould 
be  fent  in.^‘  Randolph  followed  up  his  attack  by  prefenting  a 

memorial 


State  Papers.,  Board  of  Trade., 
Plantations  General,  4 (45).  “The 
Names  of  Perfons  to  be  the  Judges, 
Regifters  & Marfhalls  in  the  Courts  of 
Admiralty  & alfo  of  the  Attornys  Gen** 
in  the  following  Colonyes  & provinces 
on  the  Continent  of  America.”  31  July, 
1696,  pojl.  See  Ibid.,  4 (41),  for  lift  of 
vefTels  feized  by  him,  poJl. 

At  this  time  the  Church  of  England 
was  re-eftablifhed  in  Maffachufetts.  See 
Diary  of  Sa?nuel  Sewall.  “26  July, 
1696.  We  hear  that  Mr.  Bullivant  and 
Mr.  Myles  [Redtor  of  King’s  Chapel  in 
Bolton]  are  come.” 

State  Papers,  Board  of  Trade, 
Plajttations  Ge?ieral,  Vol.  IV.  p.  113. 
“ Randolph’s  further  Propofals  about 
Attorney  Gen*®  in  Provinces,”  25  Au- 
guft,  i6g6,poyt. 

Colonial  Records  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Vol.  I.  p.  463.  “To  their  Excel- 
lency es  the  Lords  Juftices,”  7 Sept. 


1696.  The  paper  was  figned  by  John 
Locke  and  others,  pofi.  The  Lords 
Juftices  were  appointed  by  the  King 
to  reprefent  him  during  his  abfence  on 
the  Continent. 

Maffachufetts  Hiflorical  Society 
CollePliofis,  Fifth  Series,  Vol.  VIII. 
p.  332.  Papers  relating  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  law  officers  in  American  Colo- 
nies. 13  Odtober,  i6<^6,  pojl. 

About  this  time  a communication 
was  fent  by  Andrew  Hamilton,  Gover- 
nor of  the  Jerfeys,  and  Poltmafter  Gen- 
eral to  the  Governor  and  Council  of 
Pennfylvania,  requefting  that  a road 
“ running  to  the  King’s  road  ” fhould  be 
laid  out,  fo  as  to  connedl  with  the  ferry 
acrofs  the  Delaware,  for  the  conveni- 
ence of  the  poft  and  travellers  going  to 
Philadelphia.  See  Pennfylvatiia  Colo- 
nial Records,  Vol.  I.  p.  498.  Odlober 
28,  1698. 
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memorial  requefting  that  the  Attorney  General  fliould  make 
his  report,  as  two  men  of  war  were  on  the  point  of  failing 
for  Virginia  and  Maryland,  carrying  cuftom  houfe  officials 
for  America,  and  it  was  neceffary  that  Attorneys  General 
for  the  Plantations  fhould  be  appointed  fpeedily.^®  In  a few 
days  came  another  memorial,  flating  that  the  officers  for  the 
new  courts  in  the  Plantations  were  ready  to  fail,  but  as  the 
executive  heads  of  the  Proprietary  Colonies  ftill  favored  illegal 
trade,  the  Afts  of  Navigation  could  not  be  executed  until 
fit  Governors  were  appointed  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Crown.  Randolph  even  infinuated  that  thofe  Colonies  were 
aiming  at  independence,  and  “ have  been  long  endeavoring  to 
breake  loofe  & fet  up  for  themfelves,”  but  as  the  grants  “ of 
thofe  vaft  tradls  of  lands  were  made  for  the  Benefit  of  the 
Crowne,”  they  fhould  be  reduced  to  a dependence  upon  Eng- 
land and  to  a conformity  with  the  laws  of  the  Kingdom.^^^ 
A third  memorial  followed,  expreffing  his  defire  to  obtain 
leave  to  prove  his  allegations  againft  the  Governors  of  the 
Proprietary  Colonies,  and  urging  the  neceffity  of  his  imme- 
diate departure  with  the  new  cuftom  houfe  officials  to  the 
Plantations,  “ where  my  fervices  are  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
fee  the  Afls  of  Trade  and  Navigation,  efpecially  relating 
to  the  Scotch  A6l,  duely  executed.”  Although  urgent  to 

leave, 

State  Papers^  Board  of  Trade^  3^o  The  Colonial  Navigation  A6l  was 
Plantations  General^  Vol.  IV.  p.  158.  pafled  in  the  feffion  of  1695-6,  and  was 
“ Randolph’s  Memorial  concerning  At-  called  an  A6l  for  preventing  frauds 
torneys  Gen',  30  October,  i6g6ffof.  regulating  abufes  in  the  Plantation  and 
309  New  f erf ey  Archives^  Firfl Series^  Trade,  7 and  8 William  III.  ch.  xxii. 
Vol.  II.  p.  1 16.  “ Memorial  of  Edward  Governors  negledling  to  take  the  re- 

Randolph,  Surveyor,  etc.  to  the  Commif-  qui red  oath  and  neglecting  to  enforce 
lioners  of  his  Majefty’s  cuftoms  on  ille-  the  ACts  were  to  be  removed  and  pay 
gal  trade  in  the  Proprieties.  10  Novem-  ^1,000.  Naval  officers  in  the  Planta- 
ber,  i6g6 f pofl.  tions  to  give  fecurity.  Cuftom  officers, 

etc., 
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leave,  it  was  nearly  a year  before  he  was  able  to  fet  fail, 
ftrong  oppofition  being  made  to  his  plan  of  eftablifhing 
Courts  of  Admiralty,  and  increafing  the  authority  of  the 
Crown  in  the  Plantations.^^^  To  the  plea  of  the  Proprietary 
Governments  that  they  had  authority  by  their  Charters  to 
eredl  Courts  of  Admiralty,  and  that  attorneys  general  were 
already  provided,  Randolph  propofed  that  the  new  attorneys 


general  to  be  commifhoned 
Great  Seale  ” fhould  alfo  be 
rant  from  the  Admiralty.^^^ 

etc.,  if  fued  or  molefted,  to  plead  the 
general  iffue.  ^500  penalty  for  making 
or  ufing  a falfe  certificate.  “ All  places 
of  truft  in  the  Courts  of  law,  or  what 
relates  to  the  Treafury  of  the  faid 
iflands  fhall  from  the  making  of  this  A6t 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  native  born  fub- 
jedls  of  England,  Ireland  or  of  the  faid 
iflands,”  which  excluded  the  Scotch. 
No  goods  to  be  landed  in  Ireland  or 
Scotland  except  fuch  as  had  paid  duty 
in  England,  Wales,  or  Berwick  on  the 
Tweed.  Lands  in  the  Plantations  to  be 
granted  only  to  natural  born  fubjedls  of 
England,  Ireland,  Dominion  of  Wales, 
or  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  unlefs  fpecial 
permiffion  should  be  obtained,  etc. 

For  the  Scotch  A61,  fee  note  299. 
Under  Cromwell  the  Scots  had  had 
freedom  of  trade.  “ His  navigation 
laws  impofed  no  reftraint  on  the  trade 
of  Scotland.”  Hijlory  of  England, 

by  T.  B.  Macaulay,  ed.  1861,  Vol.  III. 
p,  202.  See  N'ew  Jerfey  Archives,  Firjt 
Series,  Vol.  II.  p.  13 1,  for  a Memorial 
of  Edward  Randolph  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade,  9 December,  i6g6,pof. 

Ibid.,  p.  133.  “ Memorial  of  the 

Lords  Proprietors  Agents  and  others 
of  the  Provinces  of  Carolina,  Bahama 
Iflands,  Penfilvania,  Eafl;  and  Weft  Jer- 


under  “ the  Privy  Seale  or 
conftituted  Advocates  by  war- 
His  fuggeftion  that  the  Pro- 
prietors 

fey  and  Cone<5licott  in  America.  There 
are  Severall  Claufes  in  their  refpedtive 
grants  and  charters  which  (as  they  are 
advifed)  Import  and  Imply  a Grant  of  ye 
admirall  Jurifdidlion  and  power  of  Ere<fl- 
ing  the  faid  Courts  and  Conftituting 
Judges  and  officers  thereof  in  the  faid 
Provinces.”  16  December,  1696.  Fitz- 
John  Winthrop  protefted  for  Connedli- 
cut  againft  the  fcheme  for  confolidating 
feveral  colonies  into  one  military  dif- 
tridl  as  violating  the  rights  of  that  Col- 
ony, objedling  “ that  the  Governor  and 
Company  of  ConneCticutt  by  their  Char- 
ter had  exprefs  power  to  affemble  mar- 
tial array  and  putt  in  warlike  pofture 
the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  colony  and 
to  commiffionat  officers,  etc. ; that  the 
impofing  a generall  over  them  with 
power  to  lead  and  carry  men  out  of  the 
D colony  is  contrary  to  the  F charter,” 
etc.  4 February,  1696-7.  See  Majfa- 
chufetts  Hijlorical  Society  ColleIlio7ts, 
Fifth  Series,  Vol.  VIII.  p.  337. 

State  Papers,  Board  of  Trade, 
Pla7itatio7is  General,  Vol.  IV.  pp.  300- 
307.  Randolph’s  lift  of  Names  for  advo- 
cates, &c.,  3-4  March,  1696-7,  poji. 
Alfo  Ibid.,  p.  328.  Randolph  to  Secre- 
tary Popple,  17  March,  i6g6~7, pof. 
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prietors  of  the  Proprietary  Colonies  fhould  enter  into  bonds 
for  the  faithful  performance  by  their  Deputy  Governors  of 
their  duties  in  obeying  “ fuch  diredlions  as  fhall  be  fent  to 
them  by  his  Ma^^  or  other  p^fon  a6ling  by  his  authority  pur- 
fuant  to  the  A6ls  of  Trade  relating  to  the  Plantations,”  met 
the  approval  of  the  Attorney  General,  who  prepared  a form 
of  bond  for  that  purpofe.^^^ 

Having  received  from  the  Commiffioners  of  Cuftoms 
orders  to  fee  that  Perth  Amboy  in  Eafl  New  Jerfey  and 
Burlington  in  Weft  New  Jerfey  fhould  be  ufed  as  the  only 
ports  of  entry  in  thofe  Provinces,  information  being  fent 
that  “perfons  attempt  to  Runn  into  private  Creeks  and  har- 
bors where  there  are  noe  officers,”  Randolph  fet  fail  from 
Cowes  on  the  8th  of  November,  1697,  being  freed  from  the 
fear  of  capture  by  French  men  of  war  or  privateers,  the  treaty 
of  Ryfwick  having  been  figned  in  September,  and  arrived  at 
Annapolis  in  Maryland  on  December  i6th.  Almofl:  im- 
mediately after  his  landing  he  appointed,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  Governor  Nicholfon,  collectors  and  infpeCtors  for 
Maryland,  and  adminiftered  the  required  oath  to  the  Gover- 
nor himfelf;^^®  he  then  adminiftered,  by  proxy,  the  oath  to 

Governor 

313  JSfew  Jerfey  Archives^  Firft  ^15  ^ commiffion  had  been  fent  to 
Series^NoA.  II.  p.  138.  From  Attorney  Francis  Nicholfon,  Governor  of  Mary- 
General  Trevor  to  Secretary  Popple,  land,  to  appoint  Judges,  Regifters,  Mar- 
enclofing  form  of  Bond  to  fecure  the  dials,  and  Advocates  for  the  Court  of 
performance  of  their  duties  by  Deputy  Admiralty  for  Maryland,  Pennfylvania, 
Governors  in  the  Provinces.  9 April,  and  New  Jerfey.  StQ  Colo?tial Records 
1697.  of  Pennfylvania^  Vol.  I.  p.  533.  26 

Ibid.^  p.  178.  Letter  from  the  June,  1697. 

Commiffioners  of  Cuftoms  to  Mr.  Ran-  Nicholfon  was  transferred  from  Mary- 
dolph,  Surveyor  General  of  Cuftoms  in  land  to  Virginia  in  1699.  See 
America,  relative  to  the  eftablifhment  of  live  and  Critical  Hiflory  of  America^ 
the  Ports  of  Perth  Amboy  and  Burling-  Vol.  V.  p.  660. 
ton,  21  October,  1697, 


Edward  Randolph.  1 5 1 

Governor  Andros,  fending  commiffions  for  deputy  fearchers 
and  colledlors  in  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  as  by  his 
inffcrudlions  he  was  to  be  in  Philadelphia  within  a prefcribed 
time,  and  ordering  at  the  fame  time  that  fuits  fhould  be 
brought  on  all  forfeited  bonds.  Leaving  Annapolis  on 
March  2d,  he  reached  Philadelphia,  by  the  way  of  Chefter, 
after  a week’s  travelling,  made  difficult  by  the  melting  of 
the  ice  and  fnow,  and  on  the  17th  “adminiftred  y®  oath  to 
Mr.  Markham,  M*”  Penn’s  Deputy  Govr,  and  Demanded  all 
forfeited  bonds.”  Two  being  delivered  to  him,  he  wifhed 
“to  put  them  in  Suite,  but  David  Lloyd,  a Quaker,  y®  Attor- 
ney Gen^  refufed  to  doe  itt.  Neither  would  M*"  Marckham 
appoint  Another  Perfon  to  profecute  them.  He  alfo  Refufed 
to  deliver  y®  bonds  of  fev^^  perfons  which  I had  Difcovered 
were  Forfeited.”  Before  Randolph  had  reached  Philadel- 
phia the  Governor  and  Council  of  Pennfylvania  had  afferted 
that  they  were  not  privy  to  any  Scotch  or  Dutch  trade,  “ but 
if  any  fuch  has  been  & efcap’t  unpunefhet.  It  may  rather  be 
attributed  to  the  Connivance  or  negledl  of  thofe  officers 
appointed  by  Edward  Randolph  to  infpedl  thefe  things,  for 
wee  can  fay  that  the  magiftrates  & Courts  of  Juftice  have 
been  ready  & diligent  upon  all  occafions  to  punifh,  fupprefs 
& difcourage  all  illegal  trade,  that  came  to  their  knowledge. 
As  to  imbracing  of  pirates,  fome  of  Avery’s  crew  fojourned 
for  a fmall  time  in  this  place,  but  no  pirates’  fhips  ever  came 
in  here ; it  is  evident  that  the  complaints  are  the  effefts  of 
the  envy  and  emulation  of  thofe,  who  by  fuch  unfair  and 

indiredl 

state  Papers.,  Board  of  Trade,  dolph’s  Narrative  of  his  Survey.  5 
Plantations  General.,  5 (D.  49).  Ran-  November,  lyoo^pojt. 
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indirefl  means  would  accomplifh  their  defigns  ag'  this  gov- 
ernment.” Finding  that  he  could  not  obtain  juftice,  Ran- 
dolph “ was  forced  to  make  up  w‘^  y®  other  Coledl"^  upon  as 
good  terms  as  he  could.”  Before  leaving  Philadelphia  he 
gave  a commiffion  to  Matthew  Birch  to  be  Surveyor  and 
Searcher  of  the  Cuftoms  in  Pennfylvania,  on  March  25th, 
and  a few  days  later,  upon  his  return  from  Burlington,  where 
he  had  adminiftered  the  oath  for  enforcing  the  A6ts  of 
Navigation  to  Governor  Baffe  of  the  Jerfeys,  he  made  Cap- 
tain John  Jewell  Surveyor  and  Searcher.^^^  Randolph  com- 
plains in  vigorous  terms  of  his  treatment  in  Philadelphia, 
denouncing  Mr.  Markham,  the  Governor,  as  a friend  to 
pirates,  his  daughter  being  married  to  one,  and  although  he 
finally  took  the  oath,  he  objefted  ftrongly,  wifhing  to  make 
an  affirmation  only,  as  all  Quakers  do.  He  afferts  that  wit- 
neffes  in  Pennfylvania  will  not  take  an  oath,  and  the  colo- 
nifts  maintain  that  the  provifo  put  by  Mr.  Penn  into  their 
law  permitting  affirmations  “ that  no  perfon  fhall  be  excufed 
from  Swearing  who  by  the  A6ts  of  Parliament  for  Trade  & 

Navigation 


Colo7iial  Records  of  Pe^infylvania^ 
Vol.  I.  p.  528.  “ Att  a Councill  held  at 
philad.  die  Jovis,  lo  February,  1697-8, 
W™  Markham,  Efq.,  Governor,”  etc.  ; 
alfo  Life  of  William  Pe7in^  by  Janney, 
p.  413.  The  authorities  denied  that 
there  was  an  illicit  trade. 

Ibid.^  p.  503.  Commiffion  to  Mat- 
thew Birch  to  be  Surveyor  & Searcher 
of  the  Cuftoms  in  Pennfylvania,  25 
March,  1698,  recorded  29  March, 

Mr.  Birch  was  made  “ Colle6lor  of  Cuf- 
toms at  Newcaftle  by  the  Lords  Com- 
miffioners  of  his  Ma‘'®®  Treafurie.”  Ibid.^ 
p.  534,  under  date  of  29  March,  1698. 

Colo7iial  Records  of  Pe7i7ifylva7iia^ 


Vol.  I.  p.  505.  Commiffion  to  Captain 
John  Jewell  to  be  Surveyor  and 
Searcher  in  Pennfylvania,  1 5 April, 
1698. 

On  the  30th  of  May  was  pafled  “ An 
A6l  for  preventing  of  frauds  & regulat- 
ing abufes  in  trade  within  this  province 
of  penfilvania  and  Counties  annex’t,”  fo 
that  the  execution  could  be  enforced 
under  a local  law.  Ibid.^  p.  522. 

In  England  the  Quakers  were  allowed 
to  make  a folemn  affirmation  and  decla- 
ration, inftead  of  taking  an  oath  in  the 
ufual  form.  See  Revifed  Statutes^  7 & 
8 William  III.  ch.  xxxii.,  1695. 
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Navigation  are  or  fhall  be  required  to  take  an  Oath,”  was 
never  intended  to  be  enforced  in  the  Province,  confequently 
it  will  be  impoffible  to  carry  out  thefe  afts.  The  Quaker 
government  is  very  arbitrary,  and  the  inhabitants  fliow  their 
independence  of  the  Crown,  “not  acknowledging  his  Ma^^ 
William  the  third  to  be  their  Sovereign  Lord  and  King.” 
The  Proprietary  Colonies  muft  be  made  to  fubmit;  to  that 
end  royal  Governors  fliould  be  fent,  and  the  Lords  Proprie- 
tors in  England  fhould  be  obliged  to  give  bonds  of  good 
fecurity  to  the  amount  of  two  or  three  thoufand  pounds  for 
the  due  execution  of  the  Laws  of  Navigation,  which,  although 
ordered,  has  never  been  done.  He  regrets  that  his  recom- 
mendation about  attorneys  general  had  not  been  carried  out, 
but  hopes  that  fuch  officers  will  in  future  be  appointed,  his 
failure  in  Philadelphia  being  to  a great  extent  due  to  the 
lack  of  a profecutor  chofen  by  the  Crown. 

Not  finding  in  Philadelphia  a veffel  failing  for  Bermuda, 
which  ifland  he  was  next  to  vifit  according  to  his  inftruc- 
tions,  and  the  frigate  Swift,  which  was  to  have  tranfported 
him  from  Colony  to  Colony,  having  been  wrecked  on  the 
coaft  of  North  Carolina,  and  then  completely  deflroyed 
by  the  inhabitants,  Randolph  went,  on  April  2 2d,  to  New 
York,  where  he  engaged  paffage  on  a ffiip  that  was  to  fail 
in  about  a month.  Taking  advantage  of  this  enforced  delay 
he  examined  the  cuflom  houfe  books,  and  “ took  an  Acc^ 
of  all  y®  Enumerated  Comodities  Imported  there  from  his 
other  Plantacons ; and  Direfted  y®  Officers  That  none 
of  them  fliould  for  y®  Future  be  fhip’d  off  to  New  found  Land 
as  had  been  y®  praflice  there,  and  in  other  plantacons.  I 
found  a Great  Trade  Carry ’d  on  from  thence  by  y®  Dutch 

VOL.  II.  — 20  to 
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to  Curafaw  & Madagafcar.”  He  reported  that  the  Earl  of 
Bellamont,  Governor  of  New  York  and  Maffachufetts,^^  was 
zealous  in  the  difcharge  of  his  duties,  and  was  then  on  the 
point  of  defpatching  the  frigate  Fowy  to  fupprefs  piracy  in 
the  South,  but  unlefs  two  or  three  light  frigates  fhould  be 
fent  to  New  York,  “ lying  in  the  center  of  all  the  proprieties,” 
piracy  could  not  be  fuppreffed  or  illegal  trading  prevented. 
Unlefs  force  is  employed,  “all  the  A6ls  of  Parliam*  & his 
LetP^  to  thofe  Goven"®  will  fignifie  no  more  then  old 
Gazetts.”  “ It  will  be  a reproach  to  the  Governm^  that 
after  his  Ma^®  has  by  his  Vidtorious  Armies  fubdued  his  In- 
fulting  Enemys  & brought  the  bleffing  of  Peace  to  England, 
That  Mr.  Penn  fhould  fo  farr  pVaile  upon  perfons  of  Hon’’ 
to  Joyne  with  him  to  promote  the  fetting  up  of  little  comon- 
wealths in  his  Maj^®®  Dominions  abroad.” 

Hearing 


Hijlory  of  Englanf  by  T.  B. 
Macaulay,  ed.  i86i,  Vol.  V.  p.  196. 
“ In  1695  Richard  Coote,  Earl  of  Bella- 
mont, an  Irifh  Peer,  was  appointed 
Governor  of  New  York  and  Maflachu- 
fetts.  Before  Bellamont  failed  for 
America,  William  fpoke  ftrongly  about 
the  freebooting,  which  was  the  difgrace 
of  the  colonies.  I fend  you,  my  Lord, 
to  New  York,  he  faid,  becaufe  an  honeft 
and  intrepid  man  is  wanted  to  put  thofe 
abufes  down.” 

State  Papers^  Board  of  Trade  ^ 
Plantations  General^  Vol.  IV.  p.  669. 
Randolph’s  letter  to  Secretary  Popple, 
New  York,  25  April,  i6gS,  pof,  Alfo 
Board  of  Trade^  Plantations  Gene^'al^ 
4 (662).  Randolph’s  letter  to  the  Board 
from  New  York,  26  April,  1 6gS,  pof, 
printed  in  JVeio  York  Colonial  Docu- 
ments^ Vol.  IV.  p.  300. 

Revifed  Statutes  of  England^  Vol.  I. 
p.  756.  A6l  for  the  more  effedlual  fup- 


preffion  of  piracy.  Commiffioners  to  try 
pirates  in  the  plantations,  or  prifoners 
to  be  fent  to  England  for  trial.  Gover- 
nors of  the  plantations  to  affift  the  com- 
miffioners. nth  William,  Ch.  VII. 
1698-99.  In  1687-8,  January  22,  James 
II.  had  made  Sir  R.  Holmes  commif- 
fioner  for  the  fuppreffion  of  Pirates  and 
Privateers.  An  A6l  was  palfed  to  pun- 
ilh  Governors  of  Plantations  in  the 
Kingdom  for  crimes  by  them  committed 
in  the  Plantations,  nth  William,  Ch. 
XII.  1698-99. 

State  Papers^  Boat'd  of  Trade^ 
Plantations  General^  Vol.  IV.  p.  698. 
“ Randolph  to  Benj"  Bathurft,  New 
York,  May  f I2‘*'  i6gSf  po/l. 

Deputy  Governor  Markham  was  in- 
cenfed  at  the  accufations  made  by  Ran- 
dolph againft  Pennfylvania,  that  fhip- 
ments  were  conftantly  made  to  Scotland ; 
that  bribes  were  taken,  and  that  “ pen- 
filvania  is  become  y®  greateft  refuge  & 

Ihelter 
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Rdward  Randolph. 

Hearing  of  a veffel  at  Amboy  in  Eaft  Jerfey  that  had  un- 
loaded goods  before  being  regiflered,  Randolph  went  from 
New  York  and  feized  her  on  May  i8th,  bringing  her  to 
New  York  for  trial.  This  led  to  a controverfy  between  the 
two  Governors,  Governor  Baffe  complaining  that  no  fhip 
feized  within  his  jurifdiftion  ought  to  be  carried  to  New 
York.^^  Not  only  did  Randolph  lofe  the  fuit,  paying  dam- 
ages, but  he  was  arrefted  on  the  19th  for  having  previoufly 
feized  a veffel  in  Virginia,  and  was  at  the  expenfe  of , defend- 
ing himfelf  in  court.  Before  leaving  New  York,  he  wrote, 
at  the  requeft  of  one  of  the  principal  traders  at  Albany,  to 
the  Board  urging  that  the  boundary  lines  between  the 
French  and  Englifli  Colonies  fhould  be  definitely  fettled,  as 

the 


fhelter  for  pirates  & Rogues  in  America 
y®  Gov*^  giving  y"*  Commiffions.”  He 
called  before  the  Council  “John  Moor, 
a pradlitioner  in  Law  at  the  Courts  of 
this  province.  The  Gov'"  told  him  y‘  he 
underftood  y‘  Efqf  Randolph  had  named 
him  to  a6l  as  attornie  General  on  behalf 
of  his  ma'y  & told  him  that  hee  had  fent 
for  them  to  qualifie  him  to  a6t  accord- 
ingly in  that  ftation,  & put  in  Suit  fome 
plantacon  bonds  & other  adlions,  y‘ 
Efq^  Randolph  intended  to  profecute. 
The  faid  Jn°  Moor  refufed  becaufe  Efqr 
Randolph  had  required  him  to  profe- 
cute perfons  to  Judgm*  & Execucon  in 
Cafes  where  hee,  the  faid  Jn°  Moor, 
Conceived  p hee  y®  H Efq'"  Randolph 
himfelf  was  not  Impowred  to  difcharge.” 
See  Colonial  Records  of  Pennfylvania.^ 
Vol.  I,  p.  519.  May  19,  1698. 

New  ferfey  A r chives.,  Firjl  Series., 
Vol.  II.  p.  235.  Earl  of  Bellamont  to 
the  Lords  of  Trade,  i July,  1698.  “I 
thought  he  [Gov.  Balfe]  was  fo  well 
fatisfied  that  there  would  be  no  difpute 


but  that  the  Jerfeys  fhould  fubmitt  to 
the  Court  of  Admiralty  of  New  Yorke; 
and  foon  after  a fhip  was  feized  there  by 
Mr.  Randolph  and  tryed  in  the  Court  of 
Admiralty  here.” 

The  papers  relating  to  the  trial  being 
confided  by  Mr.  Randolph  to  the  cuf- 
tody  of  the  mafter  of  the  fhip,  they  were 
thrown  into  the  fea,  the  mafter  telling 
the  Commiffioners  of  the  Cuftoms 
“ that  being  in  diftrefs  in  his  Paffage 
home,  he  threw  M*"  Randolphs  Pacquet 
over  board,  amongft  other  things.”  See 
Ibid..,  p.  252.  Secretary  Sanfom  to  Sec- 
retary  Popple,  20  February,  1698-9. 

Governor  Baffe  had  fuggefled  to 
Secretary  Popple  that  a fmall  fortifica- 
tion fhould  be  erected  on  Sandy  Hook, 
“ which  would  doe  better  Service  for 
preventing  Smuggling  than  the  more 
chargeable  maintenance  of  a Man  of 
Warn  I have  communicated  this  to 
Efq>^  Randolph,  the  Surveyor  Genl', 
who  feems  much  to  approve  of  it.”  See 
Ibid.,  p.  215.  April,  1698. 
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the  French  were  encroaching  conftantly  and  engroffmg  the 
Indian  trade.  By  the  treaty  of  peace  the  French  were  to  go 
back  to  their  own  limits,  and  not  take  poffeffion  of  the  head 
waters  of  the  chief  rivers  within  the  Englifh  line.  Their 
prefence  was  a perpetual  menace.^^^  Sailing  from  New 
York  on  May  2ifl,  he  reached  Rhode  Ifland  in  three  days, 
where,  as  he  reports,  he  found  the  colonifts  planting  tobacco, 
and  as  the  governing  power  is  “ in  the  hands  of  Quakers  & 
Anabaptids,  neither  Judges,  Juryes  nor  witnefles  are  under 
any  [fworn]  obligation,  fo  that  all  things  are  managed 
there  according  to  their  will  & Intered.  An  attempt  being 
made  by  Mr.  Brenton  to  eredf  a Court  of  Admiralty  under 
the  commidion  from  England,  Governor  Walter  Clark  would 
not  allow  it,  telling  the  Adembly,  then  in  fefdon,  that  it 
would  utterly  dedroy  their  Charter,  which  empowered  the 
colonids  themfelves  to  edablidi  fuch  a court  with  the  proper 
officers.  Not  long  before  my  landing  eight  Pyrates  came 
from  ffiffiers  Idand  (belonging  to  y®  pdent  Govern’"  of  Con- 
nefticott  Colony)  with  a great  deal  of  money  & Ead  India 
Commodities  which  they  brought  in  their  Brigantine  from 
Madagafcar.  They  ded  upon  the  arrival  of  the  frigate  Fowy, 
but  two  were  captured  who  were  put  in  prifon  for  only  two 
nights,  one  of  the  Governor’s  Uncles  giving  fecurity  for 
their  releafe.  Pirates  are  openly  countenanced.  The  peo- 
ple of  property  groan  und’"  the  opprefdon  of  this  Lawlefs 
Goverm^  who  with  to  be  putt  under  His  Maj*’®^  immediate 
Goverm*  or  annexed  to  the  Province  of  Madachufetts  Bay ; 

till 

State  Papers^  Board  of  Trade^  daries,  New  York,  May  i6,  1698,  fofl. 
Plantations  General^  Vol.  IV.  p.  673.  Extrafl  printed  in  New  York  Colonial 
Randolph  to  the  Board  about  Boun-  Documents,  Yo\.  IV.  p.  311. 
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Edward  Randolph. 

till  that’s  done,  ’tis  not  poffible  to  fupprefs  illegal  trade  & 
Pyracy.  Their  unfitnefs  to  govern  themfelves  is  demon- 
ftrated  by  their  Ignorance  in  making  & their  arbitrary  execu- 
tion of  their  Laws.” 

Randolph  reached  Boflon  on  the  26th,  where  he  was  in- 
formed that  within  the  lafl;  three  months  no  lefs  than  fourteen 
veffels  had  failed  to  Newfoundland,  and  that  “ Major  Waite 
Winthrop  one  of  y®  Councill,  a Pradlion’’  in  Phyfick,  is  ap- 
pointed y®  Judge  of  y®  Court  of  Admiralty  inftead  of  M*' 
Nathaniel  Byfeild  who  is  flridl  for  y®  Obfervacon  of  y®  Adfs 
of  Trade,  And  had  therefore  a Comiffion  Under  y®  Great 
feale  of  y®  Admiralty  fent  him  for  that  place,  befides  Maj’’ 
Winthrop  is  y®  Proprietor  of  Elizabeth  Ifland  from  whence 
y®  Tobacco  brought  thence  from  Virginia  is  Carry ’d  to  Scot- 
land; and  Alfoe  that  Hugh  Shannon  a Great  Promoter  of 
y®  Illegal  Trade  is  made  y®  Naval  Officer,  So  that  now  all 
Matters  are  contriv’d  for  Carrying  on  y®  Illegal  Trade  there 
w^^  fecurity,  feveral  of  y®  Memb’’^  of  y®  Councill  being  cheifly 
Concern’d  therein.”  This  was  diffieartening  after  all  his 
efforts  in  Maffachufetts.  From  Bofton  he  travelled  to  New 
Hampfhire,  examining  on  the  way  the  ^accounts  of  the 
deputy  colledor  at  Salem.  Arriving  at  New  Hampfhire  on 
June  13th,  he  found  that  trading  was  carried  on  with  New- 
foundland from  that  Province,  as  well  as  from  the  other 
Colonies.  Returning  to  Bofton,  he  failed  for  New  York  on 
June  20th,  in  order  to  examine  the  coafl,  and  efpecially  the 
iflands  near  Rhode  Ifland,  where  European  goods  were 

exchanged 

State  Papers,  Board  of  Trade,  trading  in  Rhode  Ifland,  Bofton,  30 
Plantations  General,  Vol.  V.  (C.  17).  May,  i6gS, pojl, -pdmiedm  Rhode  /Jla?td 
Randolph  to  the  Board  about  illegal  Colonial  Records,  Vol.  III.  p.  339. 
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exchanged  for  tobacco  brought  from  the  South  and  then 
fhipped  direfdy  to  Scotland,  Holland,  and  Hamburg.  He 
landed  on  Fifher’s  Ifland,  “ about  one  League  off  y®  mouth 
of  New  London  River  that  belongs  to  Cot.  Fitz  Winthrop 
then  y®  Gov’'  of  Conneticot  Colony  ; There  is  but  one  Houfe 
upon  it ; The  more  Convenient  to  Conceale  prohibited 
Goods.”  He  found  there  evidence  of  illegal  trade  in  the 
fhape  of  “ packing  cloath  and  Color’d  calicoe.”  Return- 
ing to  New  York  on  July  iff,  Randolph  was  refufed  paffage 
on  the  vefTel  he  had  expedled  to  take  for  Bermuda,  the  maf- 
ter  having  taken  on  board  “ a Great  Quantity  of  Eaft  India 
Goods,”  and  evidently  fearing  that  Randolph  would  a6l  as  an 
informer.  The  Earl  of  Bellamont  then  promifed  to  place  the 
frigate  Fowy  at  his  difpofal,  but  upon  her  return  from  Rhode 
Ifland  die  was  ordered  to  proceed  at  once  to  England.  On 
the  19th,  Randolph  went  again  to  Philadelphia  and  ‘'preffd 
Mr  Markham  to  apoint  a Court  for  Tryal  of  Deplovys  bond. 
But  ’twas  deny’d.  I was  Affronted  by  Patrick  Robinfon  y® 
Secry  of  the  province  grofly,  For  faying  in  my  papers  to  y® 

R‘ 


See  Hijiory  of  Newfoundland^  by 
Daniel  W.  Prowfe,  London,  1895,  for 
an  account  of  the  trade  between  New 
England  and  Newfoundland. 

Fitz-John  Winthrop  wrote  from  New 
London,  i July,  1698,  to  William  Blath- 
wayt : “ I may  fafely  alTure  f hon*^  that 
as  to  the  A6ts  of  Trade  & Navigation 
this  governm'^  has  never  yet  made  any 
trefpas  upon  them,  or  ever  given  in- 
couragem*^  or  Countinance  to  robers  or 
pirates.”  See  Maffachufetts  Hiflorical 
Society  ColleSions.  Fifth  Series.  Vol. 

VIII.  p.  344. 

A determination  having  been  come  to 
in  England  to  exa6l  quit-rents  of  the  in- 


habitants of  Conne6ficut,  Mr.  Winthrop 
wrote,  9 June,  1698,  to  Andrew  Hamil- 
ton, expreffing  “ their  refentment  of  the 
demand  ; the  people  here,  ftrangers  to 
many  cuftoms  and  ufages  in  England 
and  Scotland,  have  a ftrange  notion  and 
fright  of  the  word  quit  rent : and  being 
the  fucceflbrs  to  the  firft  planters,  who 
fo  long  time  fince  ventured  their  lives 
and  fpent  confiderable  eftates,  for  which 
they  have  yet  no  fitting  compenfation, 
do  think  it  the  hardefl:  thing  in  the 
world  to  have  any  difficulty  laid  upon 
their  lands  fo  dearly  purchafed.”  See 
Ibid.^  Vol.  IX.  p.  194. 
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R*  y®  Lords  Comittee  of  y®  houfe  of  Lords,  That  he 

was  a Scotchman.  I went  on  the  30^^  to  M*"  Markham’s 
houfe,  & Enquired  whether  M**  Penn  had  fent  him  his  Majtyes 
Order  in  Councill  Approving  him  to  be  y®  Liv^  Gov’'  [a  new 
commiffion  received  from  Mr.  Penn]  of  that  province,  be- 
fore his  Entering  upon  y®  Governm*  he  told  me  ’twas  not 
my  bufmefs  to  afk  him  that  Queftion.  He  then  demanded 
of  me  Deplovy’s  & Clarks  bonds  which  I had  left  w^^  Cot 
Quarry  to  be  pfecuted  fo  foon  as  y®  Court  of  Admiralty 
fat.  He  Comitted  me  to  y®  Cuftody  of  a Conflable  & Threat- 
ened to  keep  me  in  prifon  till  he  had  the  bonds  in  his  keep- 
ing, whereupon  being  Unwilling  to  be  flop’d  [on]  my 
Journey  to  New  Yorke  I fent  to  Cot.  Quarry  for  y®  bonds 
who  deliv'^  them  to  him,  and  I was  at  Liberty.” 

Returning  to  New  York  on  Auguft  2d,  he  waited  vainly 
in  hopes  of  obtaining  a paffage  to  the  Bermudas,  and  finally 
failed  in  a fmall  floop  to  South  Carolina.  During  his  fojourn 
in  New  York  he  bufied  himfelf,  as  far  as  he  was  able,  in  the 
duties  of  his  office,  feizing  fhipments  of  tobacco  and  fugar, 
and  appointing  a colledlor  at  Lewes  on  the  Delaware,  in- 
ffrudling  him  to  examine  carefully  the  weight  of  tobacco 
fhipped,  “ it  having  been  a comon  pradlice  for  Matters  of 
veffels  after  they  have  clear’d  w^^  y®  Coledt’’  at  Philadelphia 
to  Lye  at  Dover  or  fome  other  Creek,  and  have  y^  Tobacco 
brought  on  board  them  in  fmall  boats.”  He  alfo  wrote  an- 
other 

827  New Jerfey  Archives.,  Firjl  Series.,  He  was  afterwards  Judge  of  the  Ad- 
Vol.  II.  p.  280,  note:  “ Robert  Quarry  miralty  in  New  York  and  Pennfylvania, 
was  Governor  of  South  Carolina  in  and  was  a member  of  the  Council  of 
1684  and  1690,  and  at  one  period  inter-  five  of  the  Colonies  at  the  fame  time, 
vening  was  Secretary  of  the  Province.  He  died  about  1712.” 
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other  urgent  letter  to  the  Board,  faying,  “as  long  as  the 
Colonies  of  Road  Ifland  and  Connedticutt,  the  Province  of 
Eaft  & Weft  new  Jerfeys,  of  Penfilvania  and  Counties  an- 
nexed and  North  Carolina  adjoyning  to  and  intermixt 
amongfl  His  Maj‘^  Plantations  [do  not  fubmit  to  the  Crown] 
’tis  Impoffible  that  their  Refpedtive  Govern’’®  can  fuppreffe 
the  Scotch  and  other  illegal  trade : The  Scotchmen  now 
highly  value  themfelves  upon  the  Opinione  of  the  Atturney 
and  Solt  GeneP^  on  the  provifo  in  the  A6t  for  preventing 
Frauds  &c.  relating  to  Scotchmen.^^^  The  Inhabitants  of 
the  Province  of  Penfilvania  have  already  by  their  Shamme 
Law  utterly  deftroyed  the  defign  & Intent  of  the  A6l  for 
preventing  Frauds  &c.  and  they  queftion  not  but  by 
Penns  prevailing  Interefl  to  gett  that  Law  paffed  in  their 
Favour,  w'"^  if  fo  will  be  an  admirable  prefident  [precedent] 
for  all  the  Other  Govern’’®  in  the  Propriety  [Colonies]  to 
pafs  the  like  law,  and  then  they  will  be  foon  peopled,  for 
many  more  of  the  Inhabitants  of  New  York,  Maryland  & 
Virginia  will  fettle  amongft  them,  where  all  goods  and 
Commodities  are  Exported  and  Imported  Duty  Free;  with- 
out a naval  force  lOO  afts  of  Parliament  will  avail  noth- 
ing.”A few  days  later  he  wrote  to  Secretary  Popple 

that 


Opinions  of  Eminent  Lawyers 
concerning  the  Colofties,  etc.,  by  George 
Chalmers,  Vol.  II.  p.  362.  “We  are  of 
opinion  that  a Scotchman  is  to  be  ac- 
counted as  an  Englifhman,  within  the 
A6l  [for  regulating  abufes  in  the  Plan- 
tation trade],  every  Scotchman  being  a 
natural  born  fubjedl.  Tho.  Trevor,  Jo. 
Hawles,  4 June,  1701.”  This  was  be- 
fore the  A61:  of  Union  of  1706,  which 
gave  to  the  Scotch  all  the  commercial 


privileges  polTelTed  by  the  Englifh.  Un- 
der date  of  4 February,  1700,  Evelyn 
writes  in  his  Diary  \ “The  Parliament 
voted  againft  the  Scots  fettling  in  Darien 
as  being  prejudicial  to  our  trade  with 
Spain.” 

State  Papers,  Board  of  Trade, 
Plantations  General,  5.  (C.  18).  Ran- 
dolph’s Letter  to  the  Board  relating  to 
feveral  of  the  Plantations.  New  York, 
25  Augufl,  i6gS,poft. 
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that  the  “ E : Bellamont  is  ftill  indifpofed  with  the  Gout 
which  yet  prevents  his  Excell.  Going  to  Boflon.  I obferve 
here  a great  ferment  amongft  the  trading  people,  becaufe 
his  Excell:  has  endeavoured  to  fupprelTe  the  illegal  Trade, 
which  makes  them  diffatisfied.  The  Provinces  of  Eaft  & 
Weft  Jerfey  are  fetting  [up]  for  themfelves  & will  not  ac- 
cept of  M*"  Baffe  to  be  their  Gov’’:  & he  is  laying  down  the 
Gom^  I am  at  lafl  going  to  Carolina,  from  whence  (if  it  pleafe 
God  I live  & efcape  the  pyrates)  I fliall  fend  an  Account 
of  the  prefent  flate  thereof  to  their  Lordf^P®.”  Leaving 
New  York  on  November  4th,  he  reached  South  Carolina, 
after  a dangerous  voyage,  on  the  28th,  and  on  December 
13th  adminiftered  the  oath  to  Jofeph  Blake,  the  Governor.^^^ 
Two  weeks  later  he  made  an  effort  to  eflablifh  a Court  of 
Admiralty  in  the  Province,  appointing  the  neceffary  officers, 
but  was  not  fuccefsful,  there  being  “ nothing  done  in  it,”  as  he 
reported.  He  then  examined  into  the  complaints  made  by 
Mr.  Girard,  the  colleflor,  who  rehgned  his  pofition,  “being 
unwilling  to  ferve  any  longer,^^^  Ag®*  M*"  Jno.  Archdale  y®  late 
Gov'"  and  M’"  Tho.  Cary  his  deputy  or  Secry  of  y®  province 
for  Encouraging  & Countenancing  Illegal  Traders  in  that 

province,” 


^30  State  Papers.,  Board  of  Trade.,  of  navigation  fhall  not  bee  broken  for 
Plantations  Ge^ieral,  5.  (C.  19).  Ran-  the  futur  in  New  England,  that  you 
dolph’s  letter  to  Secretary  Popple,  12  may  get  rid  of  thes  fellows,  that  will  in 
September,  1698,  pojt.  time  I am  afFraid  ruineyou.”  Majfachu- 

In  his  letter  to  the  Board,  feits Htjlorical  Society  CollePlions,  Sixth 

he  notices  that  the  Governors  only  take  Series,  Vol.  V.  p.  42. 
the  oath  becaufe  they  are  afraid  of  for-  Peter  Girard  [Peter  Jacob  Gue- 

feiting  a thoufand  pounds  if  they  refufe.  rard]  reported  to  Randolph  that  the 
Sir  Henry  Afhurft  wrote  to  Wait  total  number  of  French  Proteftants  in 
Winthrop  from  London,  15  0<5lober,  Carolina  was  438.  See  Hijiory  of 
1698  I with  you  could  finde  fome  way  South  Carolina,  1856,  by  William 
to  fatisfie  the  government  that  the  a6ls  James  Rivers,  p.  447. 
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province,”  and  found  them  to  be  true.^^^  He  defcribes 
the  Province  as  thinly  inhabited,  “not  above  iioo  families 
Englifli  and  French,  and  generally  4 negroes  to  i white 
man.”  They  have  been  negle6led  by  the  Lords  Proprietors, 
who  did  not  fend  “ one  barrel  of  powder  or  one  pound  of 
lead  ” during  the  war  with  France.  The  inhabitants  are 
much  alarmed  at  the  profpecT  of  the  French  making  a fet- 
tlement  at  the  mouth  of  the  Miffiffippi,  and  if  the  King  of 
Spain  dies  and  St.  Augufline  falls  into  the  hands  of  the 
French,  Carolina  will  be  menaced  and  probably  attacked,  as 
the  Province  was  by  the  Spaniards,  who  claim  the  country 
occupied  by  the  Fnglifh.  This  ought  to  be  guarded  againft 
by  a fufficient  force  fent  by  the  King,  but  the  Lords  Proprie- 
tors will  do  nothing.  They  have  taken  for  themfelves  large 
trafts  of  land,  preventing  the  fettlement  of  the  country, 
which  ought  to  be  encouraged  by  taking  off  the  duty  on 
rice  and  other  commodities,  and  fending  out  a certain  num- 
ber of  perfons  yearly,  for  there  is  no  Colony  that  can  be 
made  more  ufeful  to  the  Crown  on  account  of  the  abun- 
dance of  tar  and  mafts ; befides,  Charleflon  is  the  only  har- 
bor of  refuge  on  the  coaft.  The  perfons  fent  out  becoming 
acclimated  will  “ do  more  fervice  by  land  and  fea  than  new 
men  raifed  at  home.”  If  encouraged  by  the  King,  one  of 
the  Council  will  head  an  expedition  to  explore  the  Miffif- 

fippi 


333  Stri6l  orders  were  given  to  the 
Lords  Proprietors  of  Carolina  on  22  Jan- 
uary, 1698-9,  that  “y®  Commander  in 
Chief  of  our  Province  of  Carolina  doe 
informe  himfelf  of  the  Principall  Lawes 
relating  to  y®  Plantation  Trade  vizt: 
thofe  of  the  12*  14*  15:  22  & 23,  and 


25  of  Charles  II  our  moft  dearly  Be- 
loved Uncle  of  ever  Bleffed  Memory, 
and  y®  A6l  for  preventing  fraudes 
and  regulating  abufes  in  y®  Planta- 
tion Trade  made  in  y®  and  of 
Our  Reigne.”  See  Colonial  Records  of 
North  Carolina^  Vol.  I.  p.  496. 
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fippi  and  difcover  its  mouth,  which  will  probably  take  five 
or  six  months.  “ I have  by  the  extreme  cold  laft  winter  in 
Maryland  and  Pennfylvania  & by  my  tedious  paffage  in  the 
Winter  time  from  New  York  to  this  place,  got  a great 
numbnefs  in  my  right  leg  & foot.  I am  in  hopes  this  warm 
climate  will  refiore  me  to  my  health.  I humbly  pray  Your 
Lordfhips  favour  to  diredl  that  the  little  refidence  I am  to 
make  in  thefe  parts  of  the  World  miay  be  in  this  Province, 
& that  a Veffel  well  manned  may  be  fent  me  hither,  which 
may  anfwer  all  occafions,  my  intentions  being  not  to  lye 
idle,  for  when  the  Hurricane  times  come  in  thefe  parts  of 
the  World,  I can  go  fecurely  to  Virginia,  Maryland  & Pen- 
fylvania  & New  England.  I am  going  from  here  to  Ber- 
muda and  then  haflen  to  the  Bahama  Iflands.”^^^  A few 
days  before  leaving,  on  March  27th,  for  Bermuda,  he  wrote 
a confidential  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Bridgewater,  which 
was,  however,  communicated  to  the  Board,  faying  he  had 
been  informed  that  his  Lordfhip  with  Mr.  Blathwayt  and 
others  were  interefted  in  difcovering  and  opening  mines  of 
gold  and  filver  in  the  Province,  and  that  James  Moore,  the 
Secretary,  had  propofed  to  explore  the  mines  known  by 
hearfay  to  exift,  but  mufl:  firft  be  affiired  of  proteflion 
againfl  the  Lords  Proprietors,  who  would  certainly  feize  the 
one  fourth  part  of  the  ore  belonging  to  his  Majefty,^^  and 

turn 

Hijlory  of  South  Carolina.,  by  to  us  our  heirs  and  fuccelTors  for  the 
William  James  Rivers,  p.  443.  E.  Ran-  fame  the  fourth  part  of  all  gold  and 
dolph  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  16  March,  filver  ore,  which  within  the  limits  here- 
i6g8-g,poft.  by  granted  fhould  from  time  to  time 

By  the  Charter  of  Carolina,  1665,  happen  to  be  found,  over  and  befides  the 
one  fourth  part  of  all  the  gold  and  filver  yearly  rent  of  twenty  marks  and  the 
ore  difcovered  was  referved  to  the  fourth  part  of  the  gold  and  filver  ore  in 
Crown.  “ Yielding  and  paying  yearly  and  by  the  faid  written  letters  Patent 

referved 
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turn  him  out  of  his  official  pofition,  if  it  ffiould  become 
known  that  he  was  caring  for  the  interefts  of  the  Crown,  in 
preference  to  theirs.  This  was  a matter  of  great  impor- 
tance to  the  interefts  of  the  King,  and  as  “ I have  been  for 
many  years  alwayes  ready  to  ferve  y®  Crown,  if  your  Lord^^ 
pleafe  to  command,  I will  attend  at  Whitehall.  I am  very 
fenfible,  it  will  be  neceflary  in  many  refpeds.” 

Reaching  Bermuda  on  April  4th,  he  waited  on  Governor 
Day,  who  refufed  to  have  the  oath  adminiflered  to  him,  fay- 
ing that  he  had  already  been  fworn  in  England.  Mr.  Trott, 
the  Colledor,  informed  him  that  Ifaac  Richeir,  the  late 
Governor,  carried  on  an  illegal  trade  with  Scotland,  “ which 
at  my  fecond  Arrival  in  Bermuda  I found  fully  prov’d.” 
Expedling  to  leave  for  Providence,  one  of  the  Bahama 
Iflands,  in  a few  days,  he  placed  fome  of  his  luggage  on 
board  of  a brigantine,  which,  however,  failed  without  notice 
being  given  to  him,  carrying  off  his  property.  While  wait- 
ing for  another  veffel,  Mr.  Trott,  the  Collector,  died,  and  on 
May  i5th^^^  Randolph  appointed  Samuel  Spofforth  to  the 

vacant 


relerved  and  payable.”  By  the  Charter 
of  Virginia,  1606,  one  fifth  of  the  gold 
and  filver  and  one  fifteenth  of  the  cop- 
per were  referved.  By  the  Charters  of 
1609  and  1611-12  the  copper  was  omit- 
ted, but  the  gold  and  filver  claufe  re- 
tained. Charter  of  New  England,  1620, 
referved  one  fifth  of  gold  and  filver. 
Charter  of  Maffachufetts,  1629,  referved 
one  fifth  of  gold  and  filver.  That  of 
1691  added  one  fifth  of  the  precious 
ftones.  The  Charters  of  the  other  Colo- 
nies contained  the  claufe  concerning  gold 
and  filver  ore.  Charters  and  Conjlitu- 
tions  of  the  United  States^  edited  by 
Ben.  Perley  Poore. 


Hifiory  of  South  Carolina^  by  W. 
J.  Rivers,  p.  447.  Ed.  Randolph  to  the 
Earl  of  Bridgewater,  Charlefton  in 
South  Carolina,  22  March,  1698-9,  f>ofl. 

337  About  this  time  Wait  Winthrop 
wrote  to  Fitz-John  Winthrop,  fiiowingthe 
feeling  of  the  Maflachufetts  colonifts  of 
the  want  of  their  former  independence, 
“ the  repeale  of  the  a6l  for  incorporat- 
ing Harvard  College  becaufe  the  King 
was  not  named  vifitor,  and  of  the  law 
which  conftituted  Courts  of  Judicature, 
becaufe  all  things  were  to  be  tryed 
by  a jury  of  twelve  men  not  excepting 
the  courts  of  admiraltye.  The  letters 
came  in  the  midft  of  the  bufiness  of 

our 
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vacant  office,  and  “ went  with  him  to  be  fworne  by  the  Gov- 
ern*’,  But  we  were  both  Treated  with  Bitter  and  Reviling 
Language,”  the  Governor  claiming  that  he  had  by  his  com- 
miflion  the  right  “ to  place  and  difplace  Officers  of  y®  Cuf- 
tomes  as  he  pleafed,”  as  had  been  done  by  his  predeceffors. 
According  to  the  teftimony  of  Mr.  Spofforth,  the  Governor 
called  Mr.  Randolph  “ old  Dogg,  old  Rogue,  Villain,  Raf- 
call  &c.  threatening  to  pull  off  his  Nofe  and  to  make  his 
Body  fmart;  Although  M*"  Randolph  feemed  undifturbed, 
anfwering  without  heat  or  Paffion.”  The  next  day,  being 
fummoned  before  the  Council,  Randolph  was  carried  to  the 
“comon  Goale  where  he  was  kept  above  32  weeks  under 
flridl  Confinem*.  Roger  Crane  y®  Sheriffe  (the  Gover- 
nours  near  kinfman)  did  demand  of  M'  Randolph  the  fum  of 
thirty  pieces  of  Eight,  otherwife  if  he  refufed  to  give  him 
the  Money  he  fwore  he  would  put  him  into  the  Nafly  Dun- 
geon, where  he  fliould  fee  neither  Sun,  Moon  nor  Starrs, 
which  he  the  Prifoner  was  forced  to  comply  withal  for  fear 
of  perifhing.  Then  the  Sheriff  did  Oblige  M*"  Randolph  to 
give  from  under  his  hand  That  the  afore  faid  money  was 
not  forced  or  Extorted  from  him,  but  y^  he  the  prifoner  freely 
and  voluntarily  gave  it  to  him  as  a Gratuity  for  his  Kind- 
nefs  and  Civility.”  After  a time,  by  a writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
Randolph  was  bailed  out  of  prifon,  but  he  was  no  fooner 
difcharged  than  the  Governor  had  him  arrefled  and  imprif- 
oned  a fecond  time.  He  was  then  in  a few  weeks  “ brought 
to  y®  Barr  as  the  worfl  of  Criminalls,”  the  Governor  fitting 

on 

our  Superior  Court,  and  fo  dilTolved  us,  tions  depending.”  See  Majfachufetts 
which  was  a greate  difappointment  to  Hijlorical  Society  CollePlions,  Fifth  Se- 
many  people  there  being  neer  forty  ac-  ries,  Vol.  VIII.  p.  551. 
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on  the  bench,  overawing  the  Court  and  filencing  the  prif- 
oner  when  he  attempted  to  defend  himfelf.  The  Court 
fined  him  fifty  pounds,  and  upon  non-payment  Randolph 
was  again  put  in  prifon.  His  friends  now  offered  to  pay 
the  amount  provided  he  was  firft  allowed  to  leave  the  ifland, 
they  fearing  that,  if  the  money  fhould  be  paid,  he  would 
again  be  committed  to  prifon.  This  condition  was  refufed. 
The  authorities  in  England  hearing,  in  the  mean  time,  of 
his  confinement,  the  Lords  Juftices  ordered  his  releafe,  the 
order  being  received  at  the  ifland  on  December  2 2d,  but  it 
was  not  until  the  3d  of  January  that  his  imprifonment 
ended,  he  refufmg  abfolutely  to  pay  the  fine.  Not  deterred 
by  the  hoflility  of  the  Governor,  on  the  very  day  of  his  re- 
leafe he  feized  a veffel  of  which  Governor  Day  was  part 
owner,  and  brought  an  unfuccefsful  fuit  againft  her  in  the 
Court  of  Admiralty  on  the  Qth.^^^  Sailing  in  a floop  from 
Bermuda  on  March  2d,  he  reached  the  ifland  of  Providence 
in  eight  days,  “pumping  y®  whole  voiage  nigh  300  Leagues 
for  our  Lives,”  the  veffel  having  fprung  a leak  almoft  imme- 
diately upon  leaving  port.  The  day  after  landing  he  ad- 
miniflered  the  oath  to  Read  Elding,  the  Deputy  Governor, 
who  “ is  by  fome  charg’d  with  piracy  comitted  upon  a Brig- 
antine 


State  Papers^  Board  of  Trade^ 
Plantations  Ge7ieral^  Vol.  V.  (E.  13). 

Randolph’s  Depofition  ab^  his  Imprif- 
onmh  3 1 J anuary,  1 699-1 700,”  pofi.  The 
troubles  continued  in  Pennfylvania: 
“ Att  a Council  held  att  Philadelphia 
die  Mercury  24  Januarie  1699-1700. 
Col.  Quarry  faid  y'^  goods  that  had  been 
imported  Contrarieto  y Laws  of  Trade, 
had  been  feized  by  the  King’s  collectors, 
& put  in  his  majes.  ftore,  and  y‘  before 


trial  Anthonie  Morris  figned  a writ  of 
replevin,  w''by  the  goods  were  for- 
cibly taken  out  of  y®  ftore.  Queftion 
whether  his  Ma^*®  ory®  Anthonie  has 
molt  power.”  See  Colonial  Records  of 
Pennfylvania^  Vol.  I.  p.  545*  See  Ibid., 
p.  594,  for  the  aCts  againft  piracy  and 
irregular  trade.  Mr.  Penn,  “ abfolute 
Proprietor,”  was  prefent  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Council,  10  February,  1699- 
1700. 
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antine  of  New  Engl'^  bound  from  Jamaica  to  Bofton  with 
money,”  etc.  Having  appointed  a colleftor  in  place  of  one 
who  was  not  to  be  depended  upon,  and  given  orders  that 
certain  veffels  fhould  be  feized,  he  “fail’d  in  a very  fmall 
Sloop  to  Exuma  diflant  6o  Leagues  from  providence  ” on 
April  14th,  where  remaining  two  weeks,  he  reached  Caro- 
lina on  May  lo,  “having  Narrowly  Efcap’d  y®  Pyrates  being 
not  Above  7 or  8 Leagues  to  y®  Southw^  of  y®  Harbour  that 
day  we  gott  in.” 

Finding  it  extremely  difficult  to  obtain  a full  account  of 
the  Plantation  commodities  imported  into  each  Colony,  Ran- 
dolph fent  from  Charleflon,  South  Carolina,  by  the  way  of 
Bofton,  a circular  to  “ all  y®  Colleft’"®  on  y®  Continent  to  make 
a particuler  and  Exacft  Entry  of  all  Enumerated  Comodities 
Imported  into  their  Refpedlive  Diftri6ls  from  any  of  his 
Ma^^®  other  plantations.  Making  thereby  one  Colefi;*'  to  be 
a check  upon  another.”  He  again  complained  of  the  ar- 
bitrary condufl  of  Governor  Blake,  and  of  his  unfairnefs 
in  the  matter  of  feizures.  “ Finding  no  Opportunity  of 
Goeing  from  Carolina  to  Virginia  (as  I always  intended) 
I went  to  Bermuda  in  hopes  to  get  a paftage  from  thence 
not  having  as  yet  Vifited  Virginia  nor  North  Carolina.  I 
arriv’d  at  Bermuda  July  if  where  finding  no  Likelihood  of 
Getting  from  thence  to  Virginia  till  next  fpring  (and  that 
by  Accident)  They  haveing  plenty  of  Indian  Come  I 
took  the  prefent  opportunity  of  a veflel  bound  direcftly  to 
England,  In  order  to  Get  to  Virginia  before  the  Winter 
fets  in  upon  that  Coaft,  Or  otherwife  Where  and  When 

as  to  y*"  Lordfps  fliall  feem  moft  neceflary  for  his  Ma‘*®^  fer- 

• 

vice. 
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vice.”  He  was  not  ordered  to  return  to  America  immedi- 
ately, as  he  expedled,  but  remained  in  England  about  two 
years,  affifting  thofe  who  wilhed  to  break  down  the  Proprietary 
Governments.  His  reprefentations  of  the  condition  of  the 
Colonies,  and  of  the  condudl  of  the  Governors  appointed  by 
the  Lords  Proprietors  and  of  thofe  eledted  by  the  people  in 
Connedlicut  and  Rhode  Ifland,  had  great  weight  with  thofe 
in  authority  in  England,  leading  finally  to  the  preparation 
of  a bill  in  Parliament  to  deprive  the  Colonies  of  their  par- 
tial independence.  The  arguments  ufed  formerly  againft 
Maffachufetts  were  now  repeated  againft  the  other  Colonies, 
efpecially  againft  Pennfylvania.  In  November  he  prefented 
to  the  Lords  Commiffioners  for  Trade  a long  paper,  dealing 
with  the  lofs  of  revenue  from  tobacco,  and  fuggefting  reme- 
dies. He  propofed,  among  other  things,  that  the  fheriff  in 
every  county  where  tobacco  was  raifed  fhould  demand  from 
the  planters  the  exadt  quantity  grown  each  year;  that  the 
cuflom  houfe  officers  fhould  fee  that  it  was  carefully  weighed, 
and  that  an  additional  export  duty  of  a penny  on  the  pound 
fhould  be  laid.  As  to  the  trading  which  was  conflantly  car- 
ried on  with  Newfoundland,  in  fpite  of  the  commands  to 
the  contrary  given  by  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Cuftoms, 
that  ifland  having  become  “ a ftaple  for  all  European  and 
Plantation  Commodities,”  he  fuggefled  that  matters  of  fhips 
engaged  in  that  trade  fhould  be  put  under  bonds  of  ;d*iooo, 
to  obferve  the  Adts  of  Trade.  No  Governor  or  Cuflom 
Houfe  official  fhould  be  a merchant  or  own  any  part  of  a 

trading 

State  Papers^  Board  of  Trade^  5 November,  1700,  received  6 Decem- 
Plantations  General,  5 (D.  49).  Ran-  htY,poft. 
dolph’s  Narrative  of  his  Survey,  dated 
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trading  veffel.  No  Governor  fhould  have  power  “ to  Im- 
prifon  or  Sufpend  any  of  the  Officers  of  his  Maj®^  Cuftomes 
(Except  in  Cafe  of  Felony,  Murther  or  Treafon  proved). 
The  fees  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty  and  fpecial  Courts  in 
the  plantations  for  Trying  feifures  and  forfeitures  and  all 
matters  Relating  to  the  Crown  fhould  be  Regulated,  being 
at  prefent  to  [too]  Extravagantly  high.  Little  notice,  how- 
ever, is  taken  of  the  A6ts  of  Trade  in  the  proprieties, 
where  the  Illegal  Trade  is  Carryed  on  more  than  formerly. 
And  will  Increafe  Till  all  the  proprieties  are  brought  under 
his  Maj^*  Immediate  Governml” 

William  Penn,  hearing  that  his  government  was  being 
vigoroufly  attacked,  wrote  to  his  correfpondent,  “ Hinder 
Randal  [Randolph]  our  Enemy,  a knave  &c.  from  return- 
ing ; has  plaid  many  pranks  ; was  pTogative’s  tool  to  De- 
ft roy  N.  Eng'^^  Charter;  occafioned  my  difputes  5 yeares ; 
treated  w^^  y®  Pirates  for  pardons.  I fend  an  original  LetP 
of  his  to  W.  Clark  w^^  whom  he  difpenfed  w^^out  an  Oath, 
tho’  he  made  that  charge  againft  us  ; S"  R.  Southwel  was  his 
protedl",  & w"  I left  Lond"  his  great  Enemy  for  bufinefs.  At 
what  a pafs  are  prop*"^  Govern""^®,  who,  unlefs  they  will  run 
their  heads  ag®‘  the  wall  are  in  danger  of  being  quo  war- 
rant’d by  the  late  A6l  ag®^  Piracy.  ’Tis  a great  Affront  & 
Injuftice  that  my  waters  fliould  be  under  another  Vice  Ad- 
m^^ ; to  talk  of  a County  and  no  waters,  or  prop*^  or  palatine 
& no  vice  admH,  nor  to  be  of  y®  Waters  has  a contradic- 
tion 

State  Papers.,  Board  of  Trade.,  from  Tobacco,  &c.  To  the  Right  Hon^’® 
P lantations  General,  Vol.  V.  (D.  48).  the  Lords  Comm'^s  for  Trade.”  5 No- 
“ Paper  of  Randolph ; lofs  of  Revenue  vember,  1700, 

VOL.  II.  — 22 
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tion  in  it.  Y®  Judge  [Colonel  Quarry]  affirmed  tKe  Court 
had  more  power  here  than  in  England.  If  a Ch.  [church- 
man] come  in  play  he  is  favoured.  Coll.  Quarry  &c.  with 
their  artful  Letters,  helped  by  the  Bp.  of  London  & Gov' 
Nicholfon  would  not  fuffer  it  [to  have  matters  fettled]  — 
Church  is  their  Cry  and  to  difturb  us  their  Merit,  whofe 
labours  have  made  the  place ; they  mifreprefent  all  we  doe, 
& would  make  us  diffenters  in  our  own  Contrey;  they 
muft  have  all,  and  what  they  do  not  attempt  in  State,  they 
do  boldly  in  y®  pulpit.  Endeavour  to  keep  up  y®  hearts  of 
y®  Jerfey  Prop'®  not  to  give  up  y®  Governm!.  Give  R.  Weft 
a guinea  now  and  then.  I fear  him  in  y®  Surrender  of  y® 
Jerfeys,  he  has  always  profefl:  friendfliip,  put  him  in  mind 
of  it.” 

Continuing  his  attacks,  Randolph  complained,  not  only 
of  the  illegal  adlions  of  the  Governors,^  but  laid  great  ftrefs 
on  the  incapacity  of  the  Plantations  to  defend  themfelves  in 
cafe  of  hoftilities.  The  Southern  Colonies  and  iflands  are, 
he  said,  threatened  by  the  Spanifh,  and  the  Northern  by  the 
French.  In  Pennfylvania,  for  inftance,  there  is  no  militia, 
although  Mr.  Penn  upon  the  reftoration  to  him  of  his  gov- 
ernment 


341  Charter  for  the  Province  of  Penn- 
fylvania^  1681  : “ If  any  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  faid  Province  to  the  number 
of  Twenty  fhall  at  any  time  hereafter  be 
defirous,  and  fhall  by  any  writeing  or  by 
any  perfon  deputed  for  them  fignify 
fuch  their  defire  to  the  Bifhop  of  Lon- 
don that  any  preacher  or  preachers  to  be 
approved  of  by  the  faid  Bifhop  may  be 
fent  unto  them  for  their  inftru6lion,  that 
then  fuch  preacher  or  preachers  fhall 
and  may  be  and  refide  within  the  faid 


Province  without  any  deniall  or  molefla- 
tion  whatfoever.”  See  Pennfylvania 
Archives^  Vol.  I.  p.  140.  Wm.  Penn 
to  Lawton,  1700. 

342  State  Papers,  Board  of  Trade, 
Pla7itations  General,  Vol.  V.  (D.  54). 
From  Randolph:  “The  names  of  Sev- 
erall  Cover’'®  who  have  wittingly  and 
willingly  Broak  the  A6ts  of  Trade  and 
have  thereby  forfeited  to  his  Maj‘->' 
1000^.  3 Febiy  i7oo-i,”7^^y7. 
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Echvard  Randolph, 

eminent  promifed  “ that  the  Militia  of  the  Province  fliould 
be  effedfually  fettled  to  defend  his  fubjefts  againft  all 

Enemyes;  the  government  is  in  the  hands  of  Quakers  and 
it  is  againfl  Quakers’  Principles  to  make  ufe  of  the  Sword. 
About  the  28^*^  of  Auguft  1698  a Pyrate  landed  robbing  the 
Inhabitants  and  plundering  a town,  they  wrote  an  Exprefs 
to  M"  Markham  their  Governor,  And  pray’d  him  to  fend 
a fufficient  number  of  men  to  releive  them.  He  caufed  the 
Drums  to  beat  to  raife  Volunteers  but  could  gett  none  to 
goe,  although  there  are  a great  many  flout  men  in  the 
province ; a fmall  ffriggott  fhould  be  fent  out  to  guard 
Penfylvania  and  Weft  Jerfey  from  Py rates  and  break  the 
neck  of  the  Illegall  Trade  never  more  pradtifed  than  fince 
M*"  Pens  Arrivall.  The  Provinces  of  Eaft  and  Weft  Jerfey 
have  no  Militia,  neither  has  Rhode  Ifland  which  is  in  the 
hands  of  Quakers  and  which  the  Buccaneers  refolved  to 
occupy  permanently  fome  years  ago.  In  Pennfylvania  the 
government  adlually  threatened  to  imprifon  thofe  who  wiflied 
to  fign  a petition  to  the  home  authorities  for  means  of  de- 
fence w*"^  put  a flop  to  the  prefenting  it.  Connecticut  would 
eahly  fall  a prey  to  the  French,  if  they  fliould  once  obtain 
poffeflion  of  Albany,  and  although  Maffachufetts  has  great 
Numbers  of  men  fitt  to  bear  Armes  and  they  have  a fettl’d 
Militia  through  the  whole  Province  and  fome  of  the  Coun- 
cill,  and  others  being  Church  members  are  made  the  Cheif 
officers,  not  one  of  them  all  know  how  to  draw  up  and  exer- 
cife  a foot  company,  as  they  ought.  The  Rebuilding  the 
ffort  at  Pemaquid  in  the  province  of  Maine  has  been  often 
difcourfed  of,  But  the  Bofloners,  thro’  whofe  negleCl  it  was 
taken  by  the  ffrench  and  Indians,  have  not  money  to  doe 
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it « 343  Yo  remedy  the  exiting  condition  of  affairs  Randolph 
propofed  that  the  Lords  Proprietors  fhould  be  required  to 
fend  out  guns  and  ammunition  in  fufficient  quantities,  and 
that  both  Lieutenant  Governor  Stoughton  of  Maffachufetts 
and  Lieutenant  Governor  Partridge  of  New  Hampfhire 
fliould  be  replaced  by  military  men.^  A few  days  later 
he  prefented  to  the  Board  two  papers,  one  giving  an  account 
of  the  lofs  to  the  revenue  by  the  trade  in  fugars,  cotton, 
wool,  etc.,  carried  on  between  the  Englifh  Weft  India 
iflands,  and  the  neighboring  iflands  belonging  to  the  Dutch 
and  Danes,^"^^  and  the  fecond  containing  fuggeftions  to  pre- 
vent the  evil.  The  fuggeftions  were  generally  the  fame  as 
thofe  already  propofed,  with  the  addition  that  the  Chief  Juf- 
tice  in  each  Plantation  fhould  be  appointed  by  the  Crown; 
that  all  depofitions  taken  before  a Governor  and  properly 
authenticated  fliould  be  valid  in  the  courts  at  Weftminfter; 
that  all  cuflom  houfe  officers,  when  fued,  fhould  have  the 
privilege  of  pleading  the  general  iffue,  which  had  been 
denied  to  him ; “ that  the  Habeas  Corpus  be  in  as  full 
force  to  all  intents  and  Purpofes  in  all  his  Maties  Iflands, 

Collonies 


In  his  letter  to  the  Lord  Privy 
Seal,  23  July,  1689,  Randolph  accufed 
the  Maffachufetts  people  of  neglefting 
the  Province  of  Maine,  but  Hutchinfon 
says,  “ The  authority  at  Bofton  were 
equally  anxious  for  the  protedlion  and 
defence  of  the  people,  as  if  they  had 
been  within  the  colony  and  fent  out 
forces  for  their  relief.”  See  Hijlory  of 
Maffachufetts  Bay^  by  T.  Hutchinfon, 
2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  396. 

State  Papers^  Board  of  Trade^ 
Plantations  General^  Vol.  N . (E.  2). 
Randolph  concerning  ill  condition  of 


Colonies,  “To  the  Right  Hono'^'®  the 
Lords  Com*'s  for  Trade.  5 March, 
1 700- 1,”  pofi. 

Ibid.^  Vol.  V.  (E.  5.)  From  Ran- 
dolph. “ A paper  humbly  prefented 
fhowing  the  great  lofs  his  Majefty 
yearly  fuftains  in  his  Provinces  upon 
Sugars,  Cotton,  Wool,  Indico  &c., 
which  are  carried  from  Barbadoes, 
Jamaica,  and  other  his  Majeflies  Car- 
riby  Iflands  to  fmall  Plantations  near 
them  belonging  to  the  Dutch.  17 
March,  I’joo-if  pojt. 
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Collonies  and  Plantations,  as  is  now  in  England,”  to  prevent 
arbitrary  imprifonment  which  is  inflifled  at  the  pleafure  of 
the  Governors,  he  having  fuffered  much  at  the  hands  of  the 
Governor  of  Bermuda;  that  all  Governors  fliould  give  bonds 
not  exceeding  £^,ooo  to  indemnify  the  inhabitants  of  their 
Plantations  for  harm  done  them  by  the  executive  authority 
In  a week’s  time  he  prefented  a written  complaint,  called 
“ Articles  of  High  Crimes  and  Mifdemeanours,”  againfl  all 
the  Colonies,  although  principally  aimed  at  the  Proprietary 
Governments.  It  is  a fummary  and  a repetition  of  his 
former  accufations,  embracing  all  the  Plantations  on  the 
continent,  as  well  as  the  iflands  adjacent,  his  obje6l  being  to 
exhibit  the  Colonies  in  fuch  a light  as  to  make  apparent  the 
neceffity  of  their  complete  fubmiffion  to  the  Crown.^'^  The 
Lords  of  Trade  feconded  Randolph’s  efforts  by  petitioning, 
almoft  immediately,  the  King  to  reaffume  into  his  own 
hands  the  government  of  the  Proprietary  and  Charter  Colo- 
nies, giving  not  only  the  reafons  already  adduced,  but  alfo 
becaufe  the  Plantations  were  building  up  “ woolen  and  other 
manufadlures  proper  to  England ; that  they  made  laws  re- 
pugnant to  thofe  of  the  realm ; that  they  denied  appeals  to 

the 


State  Papers.,  Board  of  Trade., 
Plantations  General.,  Vol.  V.  (E.  6). 
Randolph  wiflies  no  Governor  to  be  a 
Trader,  etc.  “ Propofalls  more  Gen- 
erali Humbly  offered  for  Regulating 
Trade  in  all  his  Plantations  on 

the  Continent  of  America,  And  alfo  in 
All  his  Maties  Iflands  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies.” 17  March,  1 700-1, 

New  Jorfey  Archives.,  Firjl 
Series.,  Vol.  II.  p.  358.  Crimes  and 
Mifdemeanors  charged  upon  the  Gov- 


ernors of  the  Proprietary  Governments 
in  America:  Articles  of  High  Crimes, 
etc.  24  March,  1700-j,  pof. 

Colofiial  Records  of  North  Carolina., 
Vol.  I.  p.  545.  “ An  abftradt  of  my  paper 
humbly  prefented  to  the  Right  Hon^‘® 
the  Lords  CommiflT''s  for  TraSe  fhewing 
the  high  crimes  and  encreafing  mifde- 
meanours and  mall  adminiftrat”  of  the 
Governors  in  the  feverall  Proprieties 
on  the  Continent  of  America  and  Ifl- 
ands adjacent,” 
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the  King  in  Council ; they  raife  and  lower  the  value  of  coin 
from  time  to  time  to  their  own  advantage  and  to  the  lofs  of 
other  Colonies ; that  they  aim  at  independency ; and  fome 
(particularly  the  Colonies  of  Eaft  and  Weft  New  Jerfey)  are 
no  otherwife  at  prefent  than  in  a ftate  of  Anarchy  and  Con- 
fufion.  Therefore  to  make  them  duly  fubfervient  and  ufe- 
full  to  England,  your  Majefties  frequent  commands  not 
meeting  with  due  complyance,  we  humbly  conceive  it  may 
be  expedient  that  the  Charters  of  the  feverall  Proprietors 
and  others  intitling  them  to  abfolute  Government  be  reaft 
fumed  to  the  Crown.”  Upon  this  petition  was  introduced 

into 


Colonial  Records  of  North  Caro- 
lina,  Yo\.  I.  p.  535:  — 

“ To  the  King’s  moft  Exd^  Majeftie. 
— May  it  pleafe  &c. 

“ Having  formerly  on  feverall  occa- 
fions  humbly  reprefented  to  your  Ma- 
jefty  the  flate  of  the  Government  under 
Proprietors  and  Charters  in  America; 
and  perceiving  the  irregularities  of 
thefe  Governments  dayly  to  increafe, 
to  the  prejudice  of  Trade,  and  of  your 
Majefties  other  Plantations  in  America, 
as  well  as  of  your  Majefties  Revenue 
arifing  from  the  Cuftoms  here,  we  find 
ourfelves  obliged  at  prefent  humbly  to 
reprefent  to  your  Majefty  ; 

“ That  thofe  Colonies  in  general  have 
no  ways  anfwered  the  chief  defign  for 
which  fuch  large  Tra6ls  of  Land  and 
fuch  Priviledges  and  Immunities  were 
granted  by  the  Crown. 

“ That  they  have  not  conformed  them- 
felves  to  the  feverall  adts  of  Parliament 
for  regulating  Trade  and  Navigation,  to 
which  they  ought  to  pay  the  fame  obe- 
dience, and  fubmit  to  the  fame  Reftric- 
tions  as  the  other  Plantations,  which 
are  fubje6l  to  your  Majefties  immediate 
Government,  on  the  contrary  in  moft  of 


thefe  Proprieties  and  Charter  Govern- 
ments the  Governors  have  not  applyed 
themfelves  to  your  Majefty  for  your 
approbation,  nor  have  taken  the  Oaths 
required  by  the  a6ls  of  Trade,  both 
which  Qualifications  are  made  neceftary 
by  the  late  A6t  for  preventing  frauds 
and  regulating  abufes  in  the  Plantation 
Trade. 

“ That  they  have  aflumed  to  them- 
felves a power  to  make  Laws  contrary 
and  repugnant  to  the  Laws  of  Eng- 
land, and  dire6lly  prejudicial  to  Trade, 
fome  of  them  having  refufed  to  fend 
hither  fuch  Laws  as  they  had  ena6fed, 
and  others  having  fent  them  but  very 
imperfectly. 

“ That  diverfe  of  them  have  denyed 
appeals  to  your  Majefty  in  Councill,  by 
which  not  only  the  Inhabitants  of  thofe 
Colonies  but  others  your  Majefties  fub- 
jeCls  are  deprived  of  that  benefit,  en- 
joyed in  the  Plantations,  under  your 
Majefties  immediate  Government,  and 
the  Parties  aggrieved  are  left  without 
remedy  from  the  arbitrary  and  Illegal 
proceedings  of  their  Courts. 

“ That  thefe  Colonies  continue  to  be 
the  refuge  and  retreat  of  Pirates  & Ille- 
gal 
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into  the  Houfe  of  Lords  a bill  “ for  reuniting  to  the  Crown 
the  Government  of  feverall  Colonies  and  Plantations  in 
America,”  and  Mr.  Randolph  received  orders  to  “follow 

that 


gal  Traders,  and  the  receptacle  of 
Goods  imported  thither  from  foreign 
parts  contrary  to  Law:  In  return  of 
which  Commodities  thofe  of  the  growth 
of  thefe  Colonies  are  likewife  contrary 
to  Law  exported  to  Foreign  parts ; all 
which  is  likewife  much  incouraged  by 
their  not  admitting  appeals  as  afore- 
faid. 

“ That  by  raifing  and  lowering  their 
coin  from  time  to  time,  to  their  particu- 
lar advantage,  and  to  the  prejudice  to 
other  Colonies,  By  exempting  their  In- 
habitants from  Duties  and  Cuftomes  to 
which  the  other  Colonies  are  fubjedt, 
and  by  Harbouring  of  Servants  and 
fugitives,  thefe  Governments  tend 
greatly  to  the  undermining  the  Trade 
and  Welfare  of  the  other  Plantations, 
and  feduce  and  draw  away  the  Peo- 
ple thereof;  By  which  Diminution  of 
Hands,  the  reft  of  the  Colonies  more 
beneficial  to  England  do  very  much  fufff 

“ That  thefe  Independent  Colonies 
do  turn  the  Courfe  of  Trade  to  the  Pro- 
moting and  propagating  woolen  and 
other  Manufactures  proper  to  Eng- 
land, inftead  of  applying  their  thoughts 
and  Endeavours  to  the  production  of 
fuch  commodities  as  are  fit  to  be  en- 
couraged in  thefe  parts  according  to  the 
true  defign  and  intention  of  fuch  fettle- 


ments. 

“That  they  do  not  in  general  take 
any  due  care  for  their  own  defence  and 
fecurity  againft  an  Enemy,  either  in 
Building  Forts  or  providing  their  In- 
habitants with  fufficient  Arms  and 
Ammunition,  in  cafe  they  fliould  be 
attacked,  which  is  every  day  more  and 
more  to  be  apprehended,  confidering 
how  the  French  pow*^  increafes  in  thofe 
parts. 


“ That  this  chiefly  arifes  from  the  ill 
ufe  they  make  of  the  powers  entrufted 
to  them  by  their  Charters,  and  the  In- 
dependency which  they  pretend  to,  and 
that  each  Government  is  obliged  only 
to  defend  its  felf  without  any  confidera- 
tion  had  of  their  Neighbours,  or  of  the 
general  prefervation  of  the  whole. 

“ That  many  of  them  have  not  a reg- 
ular militia  and  fome  (particularly  the 
Colonies  of  Eaft  and  Weft  New  Jerfey) 
are  no  otherwife  at  prefent  than  in  a 
ftate  of  Anarchy  and  Confufion. 

“ And  becaufe  the  care  of  thefe  and 
other  great  mifchiefs  in  your  Majefties 
Plantations  and  Colonies  aforefaid,  and 
the  introducing  fuch  an  adminiftration 
of  Government  and  fit  regulation  of 
Trade,  as  may  put  them  into  a better 
State  of  Security  and  make  them  duly 
fubfervient  and  ufefull  to  England,  does 
every  day  become  more  and  more  ne- 
ceflary,  and  that  your  Majefties  frequent 
Commands  to  them  have  not  met  with 
due  complyance  : We  humbly  conceive 
it  may  be  expedient  that  the  Charters  of 
the  feverall  Proprietors  and  others  inti- 
tling  them  to  abfolute  Government  be 
reaffumed  to  the  Crown  and  thefe  Colo- 
nies put  into  the  fame  State  and  depen- 
dency as  thofe  of  your  Majefties  other 
Plantations,  without  prejudice  to  any 
man’s  particular  property  and  freehold. 
Which  being  no  other  wife  fo  well  to  be 
effected  as  by  the  Legiflative  power  of 
this  Kingdome. 

“ Wee  humbly  fubmit  the  fame  to 
your  Majefties  Royall  confideration. 

“ Stamford,  Lexington,  Ph  : Meadows, 
W™  Blathwayt,  John  Pollexfen, 
Abr.  Hill,  Math  : Prior. 

“ Whitehall,  March  26,  1701.” 
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that  matter.”  To  prevent,  if  poffible,  the  palTage  of  the 
bill,  William  Penn  returned  to  England,  and  joining  with 
others  fucceeded  in  having  it  poflponed,  although  the  bill 
had  been  read  twice  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.^  It  becoming 
evident  that  no  adion  would  then  be  taken,  the  Board  of 
Trade  requeued  Mr.  Randolph  to  obtain  from  fuch  wit- 
neffes  as  would  not  be  able  to  attend  the  next  feffion  of  Par- 
liament “ their  affidavits  that  may  be  material  before  a Maf- 
ter  in  Chancery,  and  to  lodge  ’em  here  which  he  promifed  to 
do  accordingly.”  Thinking  that  he  might  be  ordered  to 
return  at  any  time  to  the  Plantations,  he  prepared  and  fent 
in  a Memorial  praying  that  his  pafl  fervices  and  fufferings 

might 


Colonial  Records  of  North  Caro- 
lina^ Vol.  I.  p.  538.  The  Lords  of 
Trade  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury, 
April  29,  I'joi^pofl. 

3S0  of  William  Penn^^  by  S.  M. 
Janney,  p.  445.  “He  [William  Penn] 
learned  from  the  letters  of  friends  that 
(trenuous  endeavours  were  ufed  by  fev- 
eral  united  interefts  to  procure  an  a6t  of 
Parliament  for  annexing  to  the  crown 
the  feveral  proprietary  governments,  for 
which  purpofe  a bill  was  then  before  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  which  had  been  twice 
read,  and  though  not  likely  to  pafs  that 
feffion,  there  was  no  hope  of  ftaving  it 
off  longer  than  the  next,  unlefs  the  pro- 
prietary would  make  his  appearance  in 
perfon,  and  anfwer  the  charges  brought 
againft  his  government  by  evil  minded 
perfons.  His  friends  in  England  urged 
the  neceffity  of  his  coming  with  as  little 
delay  as  poffible : he  reludlantly  con- 
fented  to  leave  his  adopted  country  to 
appear  once  more  at  his  old  poft  near 
the  Britifh  Court.” 

Sir  Henry  Afliurft  writes  from  Ken- 
fington,  5 May,  1701,  to  the  “ Hon^ie 


Leftenant  Generali  Wait  Winthrop 
Efq.  at  Bofton  ; I hear  you  have  loft 
f laite  Governor  my  Lord  Bellamont 
and  y friend  M*”  D.  [Dudley]  is  making 
intereft  to  be  Governor.  I am  now  fo 
ingaged  to  hinder  a bill  that  takes  away 
the  power  of  eledting  Governors  in  Con- 
nedlicott  & giveing  power  to  the  King 
to  choofe  a Governor.  I have  bin 
heard  at  the  Lords  houfe  upon  my  peti- 
tion, & they  have  allowed  mee  to  bee 
heard  at  thar  barr  by  my  counfel  againft 
the  bill  upon  Thurfday  next;  and  by 
this  you  may  guefs  at  the  refons  why 
thar  was  complants  againft  that  Colony. 
Randall  [Randolph]  told  me  hee  won- 
dered I would  concerne  my  felf  about 
New  England  that  had  turned  me  of  fo 
latly  when  he  could  witnes  I had  ten 
year  ferved  you  as  if  you  had  bin  my 
wife  and  children.”  M ajfachufetts  Htf 
torical  Society  ColleRions^  Sixth  Series^ 
Vol.  V.  p.  84. 

Colonial  Records  of  North  Caro- 
lina^ Vol.  I.  p.  538.  Whitehall,  June 
nth,  lyoi^pofi. 
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might  be  taken  into  confideration,  as  the  Board  had  ex- 
preffed  a favorable  opinion  of  his  official  condudt,  and  com- 
penfation  be  made  to  him,  his  expenfes  having  been  great 
in  procuring  maps  and  obtaining  information  which  he  had 
forwarded  from  time  to  time.^^^  His  fervices,  however, 
were  ftill  needed  in  England,^  it  being  underftood  that  a 

new 


State  Papers,  Board  of  Trade., 
Plantations  Getteral.,  5 (E.  13).  Ran- 
dolph’s Memorial  relating  to  his  fervices 
and  fufferings.  20  June,  1701, 

The  Earl  of  Bellamont,  in  a letter  to 
the  Lords  of  Trade,  from  New  York, 
22  June,  1698,  had  fpoken  of  Randolph 
as  “ a diligent  officer.”  See  New  York 
Colonial  Documents,  Vol.  IV.  p.  321. 

Majfachufetts  Hijlorical  Society 
CollePlions,  Sixth  Series,  Vol.  III.  p.  69, 
Letter  of  Sir  Henry  Affiurlt  to  Fitz-John 
Winthrop,  5 May,  1701  : “ Randall  [Ran- 
dolph] hath  fomething  to  acquaint  the 
Lords  that  you  faid  of  him.”  Ibid.,  p.  75, 
fame  to  fame:  “ Lond.  July  10,  1701. 
After  I had  preffed  to  be  heard  about 
y*^  boundaries,  and  alfo  about  ye  ap- 
peales,  and  that  I might  have  coun- 
cill  to  attend  f Lords  of  f Trade  to 
defend  my  memoriall,  I was  told  they 
were  bufy  & could  not  attend  it.  I 
thought  then  there  was  Something  a 
brewing  by  y*"  old  friends  M""  D.  [Dud- 
ley] & Mr.  Rand.  [Randolph],  and  one 
Bafs  came  in  that  was  to  do  all  ye  bufi- 
nefs  at  once,  by  contriving  that  A6l  of 
Pari,  a copie  whereof  is  here  inclof’d, 
which  as  foon  as  I heard  of,  I put  in 
this  inclofd  petition  to  y®  Lords  and 
was  heard  by  my  Councill  againft  f Bill 
at  the  Lords  barr,  and  by  an  intereft  I 
made  in  y Lords  Houfe,  it  was  flopped. 
But  Rand:  [Randolph]  brought  people 
to  fweare  at  ye  Lords  barr  feverall 
mal-adminiftrations  of  f power,  re- 
fufmg  to  obey  a warrant  of  my  Lord 
Bellamont  to  come  for  prohibited  goods, 
VOL.  II.  — 23 


and  many  other  things  too  long  for  me 
to  relate,  being  quite  tyred  in  oppofing 
Dudley’s  goingto  New  England,  which 
hath  been  at  the  bottom  of  all.  The 
hardffiips  that  have  been  attempted 
againft  you,  God  forgive  him  in  )'''  fer- 
vice.  I have  inclofed  f order  of  Coun- 
cill, all  hatched  by  y*”  friend  Mr.  D. 
[Dudley].  Mr.  Blathwaite  faid  if  I 
would  acknowledge  f King’s  right  of 
appeals,  they  would  then  difcourfe  with 
me  of  Y reafonablenefs  of  this  appeal. 
I would  not  acknowledge  any  thing  or 
right,  which  was  not  fettled  by  law. 
The  Attorney  Generali  and  Solicitor 
(who  are  both  my  friends)  told  me  they 
muft  fay  all  y°  King’s  fubjedts  have  a 
right  of  appeals ; and  it  is  fo  inherent 
in  y“  Crown,  that  they  cannot  give  it 
away.  But  then  they  were  of  opinion 
that  it  fhould  be  very  feldome  ufed,  and 
upon  great  occafions.  It  is  neceffary 
you  come  or  fend  fome  againft  next 
feffions  of  Pari,  that  may  give  me  & y® 
Houfe  all  fatisfadlion  in  anfwer  to  all  of 
Randall  [Randolph],  and  to  affift  me  to 
defend  you  againft  f Bill.” 

An  alDftraft  of  the  petition  referred  to 
is  as  follows  : “ There  is  a Bill  depend- 
ing before  f Lordfhips  intituled  an  Adi 
for  reverting  to  y®  Crown  y Government 
of  feveral  Colonies  and  Plantations  in 
America  which  will  make  null  and  void 
y®  Charter  of  Connedlicut.  The  in- 
habitants of  f faid  Colony  were  never 
accufed  of  any  mal-adminiftration,  pi- 
raticall  or  unlawfull  Trade,”  etc. 
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new  bill  againft  the  Plantations  was  to  be  brought  in  the 
next  feflion  of  Parliament.^^^  In  anticipation,  however,  of 
his  departure,  he  prepared  a draft  of  diredions  to  be  given 
him  by  the  Board,  ordering  him  to  fend  information  of  any 
neglect  of  duty  of  the  naval  officers  or  Colleflors  or  Gover- 
nors to  the  Board,  as  well  as  to  the  Commiffiioners  of  Cuf- 
toms,  “ that  all  due  care  may  be  forthwith  taken  for  the 
Regulation  of  the  fame.”  After  an  interval  of  nearly  a 
year  another  Memorial  was  prefented  to  the  Board  by 
Randolph,  ffiowing  the  “ defedls  in  the  adls  of  trade,  and 
propofmg  a method  to  render  them  more  effedluall  in  the 
plantations.”  In  the  meanwhile  King  William  had  died, 
8th  March,  1702,  and  had  been  fucceeded  by  Princefs  Anne, 
whofe  acceffion  to  the  throne  had,  however,  no  effedt  upon 
the  official  pofition  of  Randolph,  who  ftill  affailed  the  Planta- 
tions as  vigoroully  as  ever,^^^  and  who  was  gratified  to  learn 

that 


Maffachufetts  Hijlorical  Society 
ColleSions,  Sixth  Series^  Vol.  III.  p.  89. 
Sir  Henry  Afhurft  to  Wait  Winthrop  and 
others.  10  July,  1701.  “ [the  Bill] 
will  certainly  bee  fet  on  foot  next  felTons 
of  Parliament.”  Sir  Henry  writes  to 
Fitz-John  Winthrop,  i November,  1701  : 
“ I muft  be  y^  winter  prepared  againft 
another  attempt  upon  yo''  Charter  by  Aft 
of  Parliament.  I nfolent  Randall  [Ran- 
dolph] Bafs  & D.  [Dudley]  & an  other 
namelefs  friend,  was  & are  very  aflive 
gentlemen  againft  all  propriety  gov- 
ernments.” Ibid.^  p.  85.  William  Penn 
wrote  to  James  Logan,  4th  of  nth 
month,  1701  ; “In  fome  refpefts  I am 
not  without  good  hopes  of  a tolerable 
conclufion,  tho’  it  will  not  be  obtained 
without  charge  and  pains.  Thofe  who 
feek  to  ruin  the  proprietaries,  they  fay, 
will  renew  their  bill,  but  try  the  com- 


mons firft  this  time.”  Life  of  William 
Petin.  by  S.  M.  Janney,  p.  455. 

State  Papers^  Board  of  Trade^ 
Plantations  General^  Vol.  V.  (E.  16). 
Randolph’s  Draft  of  Direftions  to  be 
given  him  by  Board.  24  July,  ijoifojl. 

The  title  and  indorfement  of  the 
Memorial  alone  remain.  See  Board 
of  Trade,  Jour7ial^  Vol.  XIV.  p.  407. 
Memorial  from  Mr.  Randolph  about 
the  Afts  of  Trade,  10  April,  1702,  pof. 
State  Papers,  Board  of  Trade,  Pla7ita- 
tio7is  Ge7ieral,  Vol.  V.  (E.  34).  13  April, 
1702,  pofl.  Board  of  Trade,  Trade 
Papers,  No.  15,  p.  427.  13  April,  1702, 

pof. 

Mafachufetts  Hif  orient  Society 
ColleSio7is,  Sixth  Series,  Vol.  III. 
p.  62.  Sir  Henry  Afhurft  to  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Aftembly  of  Connefticut : 
“ I am  not  difeouraged  for  fome  great 

people’s 
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that  on  the  15th  of  April  the  government  of  the  Provinces 
of  Eaft  and  Weft  Jerfey  was  furrendered  to  the  Crown.^^^ 
This  was  a blow  to  William  Penn,  who  however  managed  to 
obtain  a promife  from  the  Lords  of  Trade  that  hereafter  all 
complaints  againft  the  Plantations  fliould  be  fent  to  the 
accufed  parties,  fo  that  “ nobody  may  be  murdered  in  the 
dark.” 

It  being  neceffary  to  appoint  a royal  Governor  for  New 


people’s  telling  me  that  while  I ’m  af- 
ferting  y right  I am  appearing  againft 
y prerogative.”  5 February,  1 701-2. 

Life  ofWilliajn  Penn^  by  S.  M.  Jan- 
ney,  p.  458.  Penn  writes  : “ I perceive 
by  the  votes  of  to-day,  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  have  ordered  the  ftate  of  the 
plantations  to  be  laid  before  them. 
And  juft  now  a lawyer  fends  me  word 
he  is  offered  to  be  feed  againft  me  by 
Col.  Quarry,  who  has  now  come  to  do  us 
all  the  mifchief  he  can.”  1702. 

New  Jerfey  Archives,  Vol.  II. 
p.  450.  Surrender  of  the  Government 
of  Eaft  and  Weft  Jerfey  to  the  Crown. 
15  April,  1702.  There  had  already  been 
propofitions  and  petitions  for  furrender. 
See  Ibid.,  Vol.  II.  p.  380,  et feq. 

The  Attorney  General  Northey  and 
Solicitor  General  Harcourt  gave  their 
opinion  tliat  the  Queen,  having  a right 
to  govern  all  her  people,  may  refume 
a government  under  a royal  charter 
that  had  been  abufed ; that  fhe  could 
name  a governor  at  any  time,  complaints 
having  been  made  by  Col.  Dudley  of 
trouble  in  Maffachufetts,  and  difor- 
ders  in  Rhode  Ifland  and  Connecticut. 
opinions  of  Emment  Lawyers,  edited 
by  George  Chalmers,  Vol.  I.  p.  32. 

Sir  Henry  Afhurft  wrote  to  Fitz-John 
Winthrop,  Governor  of  Connecticut,  in 
March,  1702-3  : “ If  it  had  not  been  for 
a certain  perfon,  you  had  neither  been 
troubled  with  appeals  in  generall,  nor 


Jerfey, 

with  this  particular  one  of  Hallam  ; but 
now  there  is  no  remedie.  The  Coun- 
cell, fince  y King’s  death,  have  order’d 
appeals  in  all  cafes  from  all  y Planta- 
tions without  exception.  Col.  D.  [Dud- 
ley] hath  got  a commiflion  over  all  y 
militia,  under  reftriCtions  not  to  call  out 
yours  when  it  is  neceffary  for  your  own 
prefervation.  If  New  England  had  fent 
an  Addrefs  to  me  not  to  have  had  him 
their  Governour,  he  had  never  come.” 
Maffachufetts  Hijlorical  Society  Collec- 
tions, Sixth  Series,  Vol.  111.  p.  119. 

Life  of  William  Penn,  by  S.  M. 
Janney,  p.  458:  “Thejerfeys’  furrender 
is  an  ugly  preface  ; however,  there  is  a 
higher  hand  to  which  I look.  The 
Lords  of  Trade  have  prom i fed  me  to 
receive  no  complaints,  without  the  party 
fending  them,  give  them  to  the  party 
they  are  fent  againft,  upon  the  fpot, 
for  their  anfwers,  in  the  nature  of  bill 
and  anfwer  in  chancery,  that  nobody 
may  be  murdered  in  the  dark.  A great 
reformation  relief,  and  for  which  Ameri- 
can governments  owe  me  their  good- 
will.” 

Penn  wrote  to  the  Commiflioners  of 
Cuftoms,  1702:  “The  difficultyes  y 
merchants  of  Pennfylvania  lye  under  in 
their  Trade  are  foe  many,  y‘  fliould 
they  not  be  removed,  commerce  in  y 
Collony  muff;  drop.”  Pennfylvania  Ar- 
chives, Vol.  I.  p.  149. 
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Jerfey,  Colonel  Hamilton  was  propofed,  being  favored  and 
fupported  by  the  Quakers,  while  Randolph  and  his  friends 
oppofed  the  choice.^^®  In  the  meanwhile  Colonel  Quarry, 
backed  by  Randolph,  denounced  William  Penn  before  the 
Commiflioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  for  having  ap- 
pointed water  bailiffs,  thereby  affuming  admiralty  jurifdic- 
tion,  and  for* not  having  kept  his  promife  to  fettle  a militia 
in  his  Colony.  Penn  replied  he  was  affured  by  the  beft  law- 
yers, that  by  his  Charter  he  had  power  to  appoint  fuch  offi- 
cers, and  that  he  had  never  promifed  to  fettle  a militia.^^^  A 
few  days  later  Randolph  prepared  and  fubmitted  to  the 

Board 


360  jsjew  Jerfey  Archives,  Firji  Series, 
Vol.  II.  p.  413.  Secretary  Popple  to 
Sir  Thomas  Lane,  Knt.,  28  May,  1702, 
pofl.  Reply  of  feveral  of  the  Proprie- 
tors of  New  Jerfey  to  the  complaints 
againft  Andrew  Hamilton,  3 June,  1702. 
See  Ibid.,  p.  475,  pofl. 

Ex-Governor  BalTe  oppofed  Hamil- 
ton, urging  as  one  of  the  reafons  that 
no  Scotchman  could  be  Governor  of  a 
Colony  according  to  the  Adt  for  pre- 
venting Frauds  and  regulating  Abufes 
in  the  Plantation  Trade,  which  excluded 
the  Scotch  from  all  offices  of  truft. 
Attorney  General  Trevor  had,  how- 
ever, given  his  opinion,  2 February, 
1698-99,  that  Hamilton,  although  born 
in  Scotland,  was  to  all  intents  and 
purpofes  a natural  born  fubjedt  of  the 
Crown,  and  therefore  qualified.  See 
Ibid.,  Vol.  II.  p.  250. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Commiflioners 
on  16  June,  1702,  Col.  Quarry  and  Mr. 
Randolph  were  requefted  to  place  be- 
fore the  Board  complaints  againft  Col. 
Hamilton’s  mifmanagement.  See  Board 
of  Trade  Journal,  Entry  Book,  Vol. 
XV.  p.  89.  “Surveyor  General  Ran- 
dolph to  the  Lords  of  Trade  adverfe  to 
Andrew  Hamilton.”  See  New  Jerfey 


Archives,  Firfl  Series,  Vol.  II.  p.  481, 
pofl.  Lord  Cornbury  was  made  Gover- 
nor of  New  Jerfey,  5 December,  1702, 
but  did  not  receive  his  commiffion  in 
New  York  until  fome  time  after. 

State  Papers,  Board  of  Trade 
Jo2irnal,  Entry  Book,  Vol.  XV.  pp. 
53-60.  “ Whitehal,  June  the  1702. 
At  a meeting  of  Her  Majefty’s  Commif- 
fioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations,”/^. 

In  1708  Solicitor  General  Montague 
gave  his  opinion  that  the  Governors  of 
the  Plantations  had  the  exclufive  right 
to  appoint  naval  officers.  Opmions  of 
Emment  Lawyers,  edited  by  George 
Chalmers,  Vol.  I.  p.  166.  For  the 
opinion  of  Attorney  General  Northey, 
in  1702,  on  the  admiralty  jurifdidlion  in 
the  Colonies,  fee  Ibid.,  p.  187,  and  on 
p.  193  is  found  the  opinion  of  Sir  John 
Cooke  upon  the  fame  fubjedt.  By  the 
Adi  for  preventing  Frauds  and  regulat- 
ing Abufes  in  the  Plantation  Trade,  the 
Lord  Treafurer,  Commiffioners  of  the 
Treafury,  and  Commiffioners  of  the  Cuf- 
toms  are  given  power  to  appoint  officers 
of  the  cuftoms  in  all  the  Plantations, 
and  all  laws  in  the  Colonies  inconfiftent 
with  the  Adt  were  declared  null  and 
void. 
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Board  a paper  of  complaints  againfh  Mr.  Penn,  whom  he 
called  “ the  pretended  Governor  of  the  Three  Lower  Coun- 
ties on  Delaware  Bay,”  alleging  that  he  was  difqualified  for 
the  pofition,  not  having  received  the  approval  of  the  Crown, 
that  he  had  made  laws  deftru(5live  and  repugnant  to  the 
Afts  of  Trade,  but  encouraging  to  the  illegal  traders,  and 
that  Mr.  Markham,  the  late  Deputy  Governor,  had  de- 
frauded the  Crown.^^^  The  difpute  was  dill  unfettled  when 
Mr.  Randolph,  having  made  his  laft  Will  and  Tedament  in 
anticipation  of  his  feventeenth  voyage  to  the  Plantations,^^ 
“acquainted  the  Board,  on  the  24th  of  June,  that  he  is  now 
upon  his  departure  for  America  and  defired  that  he  may  be 
favourably  remembred  in  cafe  any  opportunity  offer  of  pro- 
curing him  fome  Imployment  which  may  afford  him  a Com- 
petent Subfidence  in  England ; Whereupon  their  Lordfhips, 
affuring  him  of  their  readinefs  to  afdd  him  as  may  be  proper 
for  them,  defired  him  in  his  abfence  from  hence  to  continue 
his  Correfpondence  as  formerly.” 

Carrying  with  him  hopes  that  his  pad  fervices,  fufferings, 
and  trials  would  foon  induce  the  authorities  in  England  to 

order 


State  Papers.,  Board  of  Trade 
Proprieties.,  Vol.  VI.  K.  5.  Edward 
Randolph  to  Board  of  Trade.  “ Articles 
ag‘  William  Penn,  Efq^  pretended  Gov- 
ern'" of  the  Three  Lower  Counties  on 
Delaware  Bay  in  America,  16  June, 
I'^o'zP  p oft'.,  also  Board  of  Trade  Jour- 
nal., Entry  Book.,  Vol.  XV.  pp.  90,  91. 
“ Whitehal,  June  17,  1702.  At  a meet- 
ing of  her  Majefty’s  Comm*"®  for  Trade 
and  Plantations,” 

Hijlorical  Papers  by  C.  W.  Tuttle, 
p.  280.  Edward  Randolph’s  Will,  15 
June,  1702,  poji. 

State  Papers.,  Board  of  Trade 


Journal, No\.  XV.  p.  100.  “Whitehal, 
June  24.^  1702.  At  a meeting  of  Her 
Majefty’s  Comm’'^  for  Trade  and  Plan- 
tations,” poJi. 

In  Journal,  Entry  Book,  Vol.  XV. 
p.  55,  an  appeal  made  to  Mr.  Randolph 
is  mentioned  i July,  1702.  Proprieties 
Entry  Book,  Vol.  XXVIII.  p.  102. 
“Board  of  Trade,  rep”  to  the  Queen, 
mentions  certificate  from  Surv*"  Gen^  of 
cuftoms  in  America,”  7 July,  1702.  In 
New  England,  Vol.  XII.  N.  12.  Col. 
J.  Dudley  to  Board,  ii  Feb.  1702-3. 
Refers  to  a Memorial  prefented  to  the 
Lords  by  Mr.  Randolph. 
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order  his  recall  to  his  native  land,  Randolph  reached  Amer- 
ica in  the  latter  part  of  1702  or  the  early  part  of  1703. 
No  official  papers  or  letters  written  by  him  after  his  arrival 
have  as  yet  been  found,  but  Colonel  Quarry,  who  was  adting 
as  Surveyor  General,  wrote  to  the  Commiffiioners  of  Cuftoms 
in  Odlober,  1703,  that  two  veffels  had  been  feized  by  Mr. 
Randolph  fince  his  arrival,  one  in  Maryland,  which  led  to  a 
fuit  for  damages  being  brought  againfl  him,  and  “ the  other 
a little  before  his  death  on  y®  Eaflern  Shore  in  Virg^”^^^ 
Colonel  Quarry  had  received  information  from  Colonel 
Nicholfon  that  “ Edward  Randolph,  Efq.  dyed  in  April  laft 
on  y®  eafhern  fhore,”^^^  and  according  to  Cotton  Mather 
he  was  buried  there.  The  exadt  locality  of  his  grave  has 
not  been  difcovered,  the  records  of  the  churches  in  Accomac 
County,  Virginia,  having  been  deftroyed  by  fire.^^^ 


State  Papers^  Board  of  Trade^ 
Plantations  General^  Vol.  VII.  F,  38. 
“ Col.  Quarry  to  the  Cornin'^®  of  the  Cuf- 
toms, 15  06lober,  pojl. 

State  Papers^  Board  of  Trade^ 
Virginia^  Vol.  X.  K.  i.  Col.  F.  Nichol- 
fon to  the  Board  [undated],  received  5 
October,  1703,  poft. 

Cotton  Mather’s  Par entator^  1724, 
p.  107.  “Of  Randolph^  I faid  a good 
while  ago,  That  I fhould  have  a farther 
Occafion  to  mention  hhn.  I have  now 
done  it ; And  that  I may  never  mention 
him  any  more,  I will  here  take  my 
Eterna,l  Farewell  of  him,  with  Relat- 
ing, That  he  proved  a Blafied  Wretch^ 
followed  with  a fenfible  Curfe  of  God 
wherever  he  came ; Defpifed,  Abhorred, 
Unprofperous  ; Anon  he  Died  in  Vir- 
ginia^ and  in  fuch  Miferable  Circum- 
Ilances,  that  (as  it  is  faid)  he  had  only 
Two  or  Three  Negroes  to  carry  him 
unto  his  Grave.” 


Letter  to  the  editor  from  the  Rev. 
John  McNabb,  dated  20  April,  1893, 
from  King  George  C.  H.,  Virginia. 

In  the  Legends  of  the  Province  Houfe 
Nathaniel  Hawthorne  gives  a defcrip- 
tion  of  an  imagined  portrait  of  Edward 
Randolph,  fuppofed  to  hang  in  one  of 
the  rooms,  which  fhows  the  feeling  of 
hoftility  exifting  among  the  Colonifts 
of  Maffachufetts  towards  one  whom 
they  confidered  the  deftroyer  of  their 
liberties.  “ Our  annals  tell  us  that  the 
curfe  of  the  people  followed  this  Ran- 
dolph wherever  he  went,  and  wrought 
evil  in  all  the  fubfequent  events  of  his 
life,  and  that  its  effe^  was  feen  likewife 
in  the  manner  of  his  death.  Within  the 
antique  frame,  which  fo  recently  had 
enclofed  a fable  wafte  of  canvas,  now 
appeared  a vifible  pidfure,  ftill  dark  in- 
deed in  all  its  hues  and  fhadings,  but 
thrown  forward  in  ftrong  relief.  It 
was  a half  length  figure  of  a gentleman 

in 
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in  a rich  but  very  old-falhioned  drefs  of 
embroidered  velvet,  with  a broad  ruff 
and  a beard,  and  wearing  a hat  the  brim 
of  which  overfhadowed  his  forehead. 
Beneath  this  cloud  the  eyes  had  a pe- 
culiar glare  which  was  almoft  life-like. 
The  whole  portrait  flarted  so  diftindlly 
out  of  the  background,  that  it  had  the 
effedl  of  a perfon  looking  down  from  the 
wall  at  the  aftonifhed  and  awe-flricken 
fpedfators.  The  expreffion  of  the  face, 
if  any  words  can  convey  an  idea  of  it, 
was  that  of  a wretch  detedfed  in  fome 
hideous  guilt,  and  expofed  to  the  bitter 
hatred  and  laughter  and  withering  fcorn 
of  a vaft  furrounding  multitude.  There 
was  the  ftruggle  of  defiance,  beaten 
down  and  overwhelmed  by  the  crufhing 
weight  of  ignominy.  The  torture  of  the 
foul  had  come  forth  upon  the  counte- 
nance. Such,  if  the  wild  legend  may 
be  credited,  was  the  portrait  of  Edward 
Randolph,  as  he  appeared  when  a peo- 
ple’s curfe  had  wrought  its  influence 
upon  his  nature.” 

After  Randolph’s  death.  Col.  Quarry, 
fupported  by  the  adherents  of  the  Church 
of  England,  continuedhis  attacks againft 


William  Penn,  and  a cry  was  raifed  in 
Pennfylvania,  as  had  been  done  before 
in  Maffachufetts,  that  the  Church  was 
perfecuted.  Penn  wrote  to  James  Logan, 
loth  firft  month,  1703-4,  “I  offered 
the  lords  commiffioners,  the  other  day, 
either  that  we  might  be  bought  out,  or 
have  liberty  to  buy  out  our  turbulent 
churchmen.”  See  Life  of  William 
Pe7in^  by  S.  M.  Janney,  pp.  459,  475. 
The  encroachments  of  the  Church  of 
England  were  conftantly  dreaded.  Gov. 
Trumbull  of  Connecticut  wrote  to  Mr. 
Johnfon,  12  December,  1769,  “If  the 
motion  for  a Bifliop  in  the  American 
Colonies  is  pufhed,  I trull  you  will  ufe 
your  influence  to  prevent  his  having  au- 
thority to  exercife  fpiritual  jurifdiClion 
over  fuch  who  are  not  profeffors  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  fecular  powers 
of  any  nature  or  kind  whatfoever.” 
M affachufetts  Hiforical  Society  Collec- 
tions^ Fifth  Series,  Vol.  IX.  p.  390. 

For  the  continuance  of  the  illegal 
trade  in  different  Colonies,  fee  Report 
of  Col.  Robert  Quarry,  1708,  in  Majfa- 
chnfetts  Htjlorical  Society  Proceedmgs, 
June,  1888. 


DOCUMENTS  AND  LETTERS. 


VOL.  II.  — 24 


DOCUMENTS  AND  LETTERS. 


Edward  Randolph  to  Navy  Commissioners. 


State  PaperSy  Domejlic^  Vol.  XL.  No.  41. 

Yours  of  the  9^^  I received  the  ii  inftant : In  perform- 
ance of  the  contents  thereof  I am  going  into  the  Wild  of 
Kent,  and  fuch  places  as  may  mod;  conueniency  fupply 
your  wants:  I doubt  not  but  I fhall  procure  a Confiderable 
quantity  in  a fhort  tyme  being  very  well  acquainted  in  thofe 
parts : Thus  defiring  fur  to  meritt  your  further  fauour  I 
fhall  affert  my  felfe  here  in  to  bee  S? 

your  faithfull  Seruant 

Auguft  12*?  Edward  Randolph.^^^ 

1661.  {^AddreJJ'ed'^ 


In  1635  Charles  I.  eftabliflied  by 
proclamation  a Poft  Office  for  the  rej^u- 
lar  tranfmiffion  of  letters  on  feveral  of 
the  principal  roads  of  England,  the  fer- 
vice  extending  to  Scotland,  Ireland  and 
the  Continent.  Three  days  were  re- 
quired to  go  from  London  to  Edinburg. 
The  coft  of  a tingle  dometlic  letter  was 
id.  for  the  firft  eighty  miles,  the  rates  in- 


creafing  fomewhat  lefs  in  proportion  to 
the  increafe  of  diflance.  To  Antwerp 
%d.  and  Paris  9^.  See  The  Fall  of  the 
Monarchy  of  Charles  /.  by  Samuel  R. 
Gardiner,  eT  1882.  Vol  1.  pp.  82,  83. 
See  alfo  Hand-Lifl  of  Proclamations^ 
Bibliotheca  Lindefiajia.,  under  date  of 
31ft  of  July,  1635,  “Settling  His  Ma- 
jefty’s  Poll  Office,  London  to  Ireland, 

Edinburg 


Edward  Randolph. 


i88 


\_AddreJ/ed] 


13 


ffor  the  Hon^’® 

the  Comiffioners  of 
the  Navy 

/^TH&POrt  , 

FOR-ALUKEI^^ 
COB5  •EVERY 
NIGHT- from- 


At  their  office  in 
Seething  Lane 

London 


Auguft  att 
II  aClock  att 
night. 

[Endoffed] 


lTl-G-ROyNO,HO-| 

vse-JN-io^- 


12  Auguft  i66i 
Mf  Randolph. 


Edward  Randolph  to  Navy  Commissioners. 

Slale  Papers.,  Domejlic.,  Vol.  CXC.  No.  25.  2 Feb.  1666. 


Right  Hon^!" 

My  vrrgent  occafions  in  force  me  to  write  that  which  I 
am  euen  afhamed  otherwife  to  relate.  I haue  been  inforced 
to  fell  my  land  vpon  which  my  timber  grew  for  want  of  my 
money,  & now  am  fled  from  my  home  & a wife  very  big  w^^ 
child  leaning  a great  family  of  feruants  to  their  owne  difpof- 
ing  now  a fortnight  agoe.  my  Creditors  will  for  beare  noe 
longer  foe  that  I muft  either  fly  my  country  or  flame  in 
goale,  I dare  not  returne  home  till  I haue  money  to 

fatisfy 


Edinburg  and  Plymouth.”  In  Scobell, 
p.  51 1,  cap.  30,  under  date  of  1656,  is 
found  the  Parliamentary  flatute,  Crom- 
well being  Lord  Protestor,  entitled 
“ Poftage  of  England,  Scotland  and  Ire- 
land fetled,”  appointing  a Poft  Matter 


General,  and  giving  the  rates  for  do- 
meftic  and  foreign  poftage.  For  the 
“ Adt  creating  and  eftablifhing  a Poft 
Office,”  12  Car.  II.  ch.  35  [1660]  see 
Keble's  Statutes. 
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fatisfy  fuch  vvhome  my  delayes  hauc  made  deaffe  to  all  en- 
treaties of  forbearance,  I haue  noe  freind  to  releiue  me  in 
this  fad  condition : therefore  I caft  my  felfe  & all  my  con- 
cernes  at  your  feet  & humbly  & earneftly  craue  y*”  affiftance. 

your  humble  feruant 

Edward  Randolph. 

* s dyio 

205.  10.  00. 

ffor  the  Right 
y®  Commifs  of 

the  Nauy. 

2 febr  66 

M"  Edw  : Randolph  for 

paiem^  of  his  bill.  M*"  Randulph 

Edward  Randolph  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond. 

Englijh  Private  Letters.,  No.  21947,  fol.  63,  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum. 

June  6.  1667 

My  Lord  Duke 

I am  fafely  arriued  at  Edingburgh,  but  miffed  Ml;  Browne : 
by  Boreman  I am  informed  that  his  coming  this  month 
is  much  queftioned,  foe  that  I am  here  not  in  a capacity  of 
seruing  your  Grace  as  I intended,  becaufe  he  hath  the  letter 
of  Atturney,  & I haue  nothing  to  fhew  at  prefent,  but  haue 
wrote  to  My  Mafon  for  y®  firft  Granted  by  y*"  Grace  which  I 
expedt  or  another. 

I am  informed  that  we  haue  very  eminent  perfons  to 
deale  w‘^'all ; wherefore  that  I may  haue  a cleare  & fpeedy 

difpatch 

Another  handwriting.  See  Calendar  of  State  Papers.,  Domejlic.,  2 Feb.  1667, 
205/.  loj.  noted  by  [Pepys]. 


ffeb : 2^? 

\_AddreJfed^ 

\Endorfed^ 
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difpatch  in  Edingburgh,  & alfo  a fafe  paffage  into  y®  North, 
I beg  your  earneft  letters  to  fuch  of  y*'  relations  here  as  you 
can  confide  in  in  a bufinefs  of  profit  that  doth  foe  neer  con- 
cerne  your  interefl ; & as  I hope  this  will  proue  very  advan- 
tageous, if  wee  be  not  delayed  through  corruption  in  this 
towne  which  I feare.  Hoping  to  haue  all  y®  fpeed  &encour- 
agm*  from  your  Grace,  w^^  my  humble  feruice  prefented 

I am  alwayes  your  Graces 
humble  feru! 

Ed:  Randolph. 

Lord  Bellargoun  & S'" 

John  of  Grant  make  great 
freinds  to  oppofe  this  [dealing  ?] 

[AddreJ/ed]  if  or  his  Grace  y®  Duke  of  Richmond 

& Lenox  at  his  lodgings  in  Whitehall 

London 

\_Endorfed']  Mr  Randolph.  June  6.  1667. 

Edward  Randolph  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond. 

Englijh  Private  Letters.,  No.  21947,  fol.  190,  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum. 

Sr  Cromarty  June  22.  1668. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Grace 

I haue  been  fome  tyme  arriued  here,  and  find  what  I 
alwayes  expedled : Mr  Browne  throwgh  the  fecret  conni- 
uance  of  y®  family  of  y®  Grants  doth  make  it  his  bufines  to 
oppofe  all  that  haue  any  title  or  right  to  y®  woods,  being 
encouraged  by  fuch  whofe  interefl  it  is  to  ftir  vp  a faftion, 
that  thereby  y®  woods  may  be  preferued:  it  is  the  cheife 
defigne  of  all  proprietors,  & I beg  your  Grace  in  their  be- 
halfe  to  gett  an  order  from  y®  Councill  of  Scotland  that 

w^euer 
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w^euer  pretences  any  haue  againft  y®  woods  or  any  perticuler 
bargaine  made  by  any  pretended  proprietor,  that  they  lay 
not  their  areflment  on  y®  woods  nor  our  flock,  but  y^  there 
may  be  a hearing  before  any  of  y®  Lords  of  the  Councill  in 
Scotland,  who  fhall  haue  power  to  determine  all  caufes 
about  the  rights  of  y®  woods.  We  haue  6000  trees  feld, 
which  I expedt  dayly  to  be  arefled  vpon  fome  perticuler  con- 
tradl  either  of  Mf  Brownes  or  Arneales,  who  will  hinder  our 
carriing  downe  our  tymber  all  this  fummer:  all  y®  boards  y* 
are  left  are  arefled  on  Brownes  account ; foe  that  our  tyme 
'f  wee  fhould  fpend  about  carriing  tymber  will  fpend  in 
tedious  contentions  at  Law.  Belides,  it  is  expedted  y*  all 
tymber  tranfported  hence  fhould  pay  dutyes  both  here  & at 
London,  which  I leaue  to  ^ Grace  to  manage  & preuent: 
pray  fecure  for  vs  from  y®  MarquelTe  of  Hontley  y*  we  may 
haue  liberty  for  Landing  tymber  at  y^  mouth  of  Spey  to 
whome  it  belongs. 

All  'f  is  expedled  for  mine  of  y®  whole  is  y^  wee  fliould 
by  fome  forceable  meanes  attempt  Brownes  ejedtment, 
whome  wee  leaue  to  be  difpofed  of  by  your  Graces  further 
order.  I wifli  he  were  in  England  to  make  due  fatisfadtion 
for  y®  damages  done  both  to  y’’  Grace  & y®  reft  of  proprie- 
tors. Could  we  but  enjoy  but  a peaceable  poffeffion  of  ,y® 
woods  I queftion  not  but  to  make  the  improuement  anfwer- 
able  to  y®  expedlation  of  all  y®  proprietors.  Attending  full 
orders  for  our  quiett  following  y®  Generali  intereft,  w^’'  my 
moft  humble  feruice  prefented 

I am  alwayes  y’'  Graces  moft  humble 
& faithfull  feru^ 

Ed:  Randolph. 

\_Addreffed  ] 
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\_Addreffed~\  ffor  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Lenox 

at  Somerfet  Houfe 

London. 

\^Endor/ed'\  IVR  Randolph 

Letter  June  22.  68. 

The  King  to  the  Government  of  Boston,  commanding 

THEM  TO  SEND  OVER  AGENTS,  & TO  ADMIT  Ed.  RANDOLPH 

IN  Council. 

State  Papers.)  Colonial^  Bundle  52  (74),  10  March  167I-. 

A true  Copie. 

His  Ma‘y®  letter  to  y® 

Maffachufets  requiring  CHARLES  REX 

them  to  fend  agent  to 
anfwer  for  them  here  : 

Trufly  and  welbeloved  We  greet  you  well.  Wee  have 
been,  for  a long  time,  follicited  by  the  Complaints  of  Our 
Trufly  and  welbeloved  fubjedls  Robert  Mafon  and  Ferdi- 
nando  Gorges,  to  interpofe  Our  Royal  Authority  for  their 
Releife,  in  the  matter  of  their  Claims,  and  the  Right  pre- 
tended by  them  to  the  two  Provinces  of  New  Hampfliire 
and  Mayne  in  Our  Territory  of  New  England.  Out  of  the 
poffeffion  whereof  they  are  kept,  as  they  alleage,  by  the 
violence  and  flrong  hand  of  Our  fubjects,  the  People  of 
Boflon,  and  others  of  the  Maffatufets  Colony.  The  faid 
Petitioners  have  prefented  to  Us  a very  long  deduflion  of 
all  Proceedings  from  the  beginning ; as  well  in  proof  of 
their  demands,  as  of  the  hardfhips  they  have  undergone. 
And  upon  the  debate  of  thefe  matters  before  us  in  Council, 
Wee  think  it  is  high  time  to  afford  a folemne  hearing  to 

the 
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the  Complaints  of  Our  Subje6ls,  and  to  fee  that  Juftice  bee 
equaly  adminiftred  unto  all.  But  forafmuch  as  noe  man 
hath  appeared  before  Us  to  make  anfwer  in  behalfe  of  the 
faid  people  Our  Subjedls,  who  are  now  under  Your  Com- 
mand And  that  it  is  not  agreeable  to  Our  Royal  Juflice, 
to  conclude  anything  on  the  hearing  of  one  fide,  without 
the  other  bee  called  Wee  have  therefore  diredled  that 
to  the  Bostoners  Copies  of  the  two  Petitions  prefented  Us  bee 

pursuant  to  ^ ^ 

order  of  counciii.  tranfmitted  herewith  unto  you,  That  you  may 
fee  and  know  the  matters  they  conteine,  and  fhew  caufe 
why  Wee  fliould  not  afford  the  Petitioners  that  Reliefe 
which  is  prayed  for  by  them.  Therefore  Wee  doe,  by  the 
advice  of  Our  faid  Council,  hereby  command  that  you  fend 
over  Agents,  to  appear  before  Us,  in  fix  months  after  your 
Receipt  of  thefe  Our  Letters,  who,  being  fully  Inftrudfed, 
and  fufficiently  Impowred  to  anfwer  for  you,  may  receive  Our 
* This  was  added  Determination  in  this  matter  depending 

preJarldXX"^  for  Judgement  before  Us.  * And  to  the  end  thefe 
S.  Coventry  pur-  Our  Gracious  Intentions  for  doing  equall  Juflice 

suant  to  His  ^ ^ ^ . 

Maties  commands.  |-Q  Parties  may  be  the  better  effected  without 
any  delay  or  fruflration.  We  have  thought  fitt  & doe  hereby 
require  & command,  That  this  Our  letter  together  with  the 
forementioned  Petitions  herewith  tranfmitted  to  you  be 
read  in  Publick  & full  Council,  And  that  Ed.  Randolph  by 
whom  Wee  fend  Our  faid  letter  with  the  Petitions  bee  ad- 
mitted into  the  Council  to  heare  the  fame  Read  there,  he 
being  by  Us  appointed  to  bring  Us  back  ^ anfwer,  or 
render  Us  an  account  of  your  proceedings  in  this  matter. 
And  fo  Wee  bid  you  farewell.  Given  at  Our  Court  at 

Whitehall 
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Whitehall  the  day  of  March  167I  in  y®  28^^  year  of 
our  Reign. 

By  His  Ma^'®"  Command. 

Superfcribed 

To  our  Trufty  & H.  COVENTRY. 

Welbeloved 

The  Govern'’®  & Magiftrates 
of  Our  Towne  of  Bofton 
In  New  England. 


From  Ed.  Randolph,  desiring  Instructions. 

State  Papers.^  Colonial  Bundle  52  (80),  15  March,  167I. 

New  England. 

Memoriall  concerning  m*"  Randolph: 

M’’  Edward  Randolph  the  Perfon  employed  to  Carry  his 
Ma^^  Letter  to  New  England,  Defires  fuch  Inftrudlions  as 
fliall  be  thought  requifite  for  him  in  that  Service. 

Alfo,  that  the  Mafler  of  the  Ship  in  which  he  goes, 
fhould  have  Order  to  deliver  the  Letter  in  Cafe  of  Mortality, 
or  other  accident  that  might  difable  Randolph  from  deliver- 
ing it  himfelfe. 

But  if  he  come  fafely  thither,  and  deliver  it,  he  defires  to 
know  whether  a time  fhall  be  Limited  for  his  Stay  there  to 
expedl  their  Anfwer ; and  if  fo,  what  time. 

The  Mafters  name  is  John  Smith 
Commander  of  the  Ship  Welcome. 

Reced  fro  m’’  Cooke 
by  ord*"  of  M’’  Sec^  Coventry 
15  March  1675. 


Directions 
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Directions  to  Smith,  Master  of  the  Welcome  of 

London;  &c. 

State  Papers.)  Colonial.,  Entry  Book,  104,  p.  92. 

At  the  Committee  of  Trade  and  Plantations  at  the  Councill 
Chamber  in  White  Hall  Munday  the  20^^  of  March  167I. 
Prefent : Lord  Treafurer,  Earle  of  Bridgwater,  Earle  of 
Effex,  Earle  of  Carlifle,  Earle  of  Craven,  Vifc‘  Fauconberg, 
Mr  Vice  Chamberlain,  Mr  Sec7  Coventry,  Mr  Sec7  William- 
fon,  Mr  Speaker. 


New  England. 
Mr.  Mason. 


Mr  Mafon,  Mr  Randolp  and  Mr  Smith  Matter 
of  the  Welcome  of  London  bound  for  New  Eng- 
land are  Called  in  and  the  Matter  is  tould  by  mr  Sec? 
Coventry  what  the  Lords  had  before  agreed.  Viz!  that  in 
cafe  mr  Randolph  fell  ill  by  the  way  and  tliould  mifcarry. 
That  then  Orders  were  given,  that  the  faid  Matter  thould 
receiue  his  Maj7^  letter  and  prefent  the  fame  to  the  Magif- 
trates  of  Botton  in  like  manner  as  Mr  Randolph  thould  have 
done,  the  matter  promifed  he  would  take  care  of,  and 
that  he  was  to  returne  diredlly  for  London. 

Memorand  That  mr  Sec?  Coventry  was  to  prepare  fome 
Inttrudtions,  whereof  he  gave  his  Maj?  an  accompt, 
who  came  foon  afterwards  into  the  Councill  Chamber 
vpon  the  bufmes  of  the  Weavers,  and  fo  approved  the 
faid  Inttruftions  as  given  in  Councill,  and  an  Order 
mutt  itfue  to  mr  Secretary  for  y®.  Same,  Vide,  the  faid 
Inttrudtions. 

Their  Lops  were  pleafed  to  approve  a Certain  Paper  of 
Enquiries  were  read  unto  Them,  and  directed  that  mr 

Secretary 
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Secretary  Coventry  fhould  give  them  to  ml*  Randolph  for 
his  better  obferuation  of  Things  in  New  England. 

Vpon  this  occafion  their  Lops  entered  into  a long  debate 
whether  this  particular  time  were  proper  for  the  fending  of 
Circular  Letters  into  New  England,  Sr  Robert  Southwell 
having  drawn  forth  a Scheme  of  all  Heads  of  Enquiry,  w^’" 
hath  been  Sent  to  other  Places,  and  others,  w''^  feem  more 
peculiar  to  New  England ; But  their  Lops  do  put  off  the 
Confideration  of  this  affair  to  a further  tyme,  as  vid.  the  4^^ 
of  February  pag.  70.,  but  they  do  agree  that  this  is  the  Con- 
jundlure  to  do  fome  thing  Effedluall  for  the  better  Regula- 
tion of  that  Government,  or  elfe  all  hopes  of  it  may  be 
herafter  loft. 

His  Instructions  to  Randolph. 

State  Papers.,  Colonial,  Entry  Book,  6o,  p.  98.  20  March,  i67|. 

C:  R: 

Having  deliver’d  thefe  Our  Letters  you  fhall  earneftly 
prefs  the  faid  Governor  and  Magiftrates  to  Affemble  a full 
Councill  with  all  the  fpeed  that  may  be,  and  when  the 
Councill  meet  yo"  fhall  in  Our  name  demand  admittance 
thereinto,  that  you  may  [be]  prefent  att  the  Reading  of  Our 
faid  Letters,  and  fo  be  enabled  to  giue  us  an  Account  that 
the  fame  were  accordingly  read  in  full  and  publick  Councill. 

You  fhall  then  call  for  anfwer  unto  thefe  Your  Letters 
from  the  faid  Governor  and  Magiftrates,  and  demand  the 
fame  within  a month  after  the  Deliuery  of  Our  Letters, 
which  Anfwer  when  you  haue  receiued  it  you  fhall  bring 
back  to  Us  with  what  convenient  fpeed  you  can. 


If 
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If  opportunity  of  Writing  offer  before  your  returne,  you 
fliall  giue  an  acco!  of  your  proceedings  herein  unto  One  of 
Our  Princip”  fecretaryes  of  State. 

Given  att  our  Court  att  Whitehall  the  20*!'  of 
March  167I  in  the  28^^  year  of  Our  Reigne. 

By  his  Ma^’®  Command 
H.  Coventry. 

Their  Lo^.^  were  pleafed  at  the  fame  time  to  approve  a 
certain  paper  of  Inquiries,  which  were  Read  unto  them,  and 
Dire6led  that  Mr  Secretary  Coventry  fhould  giue  them  to 
Mr  Randolph  for  His  better  Obfervation  of  things  in  New- 
england.  viz! 

It  is  recommended  to  Mr  Edward  Randolph  by  Dire6lion 
of  the  Lords  of  the  Com“f®  of  Plantations,  appointed  to  carry 
His  Mal^  Letter  to  the  Magiftrates  of  the  Maffachufetts  in 
New-England  to  inform  himfelf  as  much  as  hee  can,  during 
his  flay  there,  of  the  points  following.  Viz! 

Firft. 

Inquiries  given  to  Whorc  the  Legiflatiue  and  Executive  Powers 
Mr.  Randolph.  Govemmeut  of  New  England  are  feated. 

2.  What  Laws  and  Ordinances,  are  now  in  force  there, 
derogatory  or  contradi6lory  to  thofe  of  England,  and  what 
Oath  is  pfcribed  by  the  Government. 

3.  What  number  of  Church  members,  ffreemen.  Inhabit- 
ants, Planters,  Servants  & Slaves  there  are,  of  what  pro- 
feffions  & Eflates,  and  how  many  of  them  are  men  able  to 
beare  Arms. 

4.  What  Number  of  Horfe  and  Foot,  and  wheth*'  they  be 

trained 
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trained  Bands,  or  Handing  forces,  and  what  old  and  experi- 
enc’d Officers,  they  haue  amongft  them. 

5.  What  Caftles  & Forts  are  in  New  England  and  how 
fituated,  and  what  ftores  and  Provifions  they  are  furniflied 
with  all. 

6.  What  are  the  reputed  Boundaries  & Contents  of  Land. 

7.  What  Correfpondencie  do  they  keep  with  their  Neigh- 
bors the  ffrench  on  the  North,  & with  the  Government  of 
New  York  on  y®  South. 

8.  What  hath  been  the  Originall  caufe  of  the  prefent 
Warr  with  the  Indians,  What  are  the  advantages  & dif- 
advantages  occafioned  thereby,  and  what  will  probably  be 
the  final  event  thereof. 

9.  What  are  the  Commodities  of  the  produ6lion,  growth, 
and  Manufadture  of  the  Country,  and  what  are  thofe  im- 
ported from  other  places,  and  particularly  how  the  Trade 
and  Nauigation  is  carried  on,  whether  diredtly  to  and 
from  England  or  otherwife  ? What  number  of  Ships  do 
trade  thither  yearly,  and  of  what  burthen  they  are,  and 
where  built,  and  laftly  what  notice  is  taken  of  the  A6t  of 
Nauigation. 

10.  What  are  the  Taxes  and  ffines  laid  on  the  Country 

What  rates  and  duties  are  charged  upon  goods  exported  or 
imported  } What  publique  Revenue  doth  arife  to  y®  Goverm* 
of  what  nature  it  is  ? & how  & by  whom  exadled  & col- 

ledled. 

11.  How  they  generally  Hand  affedled  to  the  Government 
of  England  ? what  perfons  are  y®  moH  popular,  and  at  pref- 
ent in  y®  MagiHracy  or  like  to  be  foe  at  y®  next  election  ? 

12.  What  is  the  prefent  State  of  the  EcclefiaHical  Govern- 

ment.^ 
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ment?  how  the  Univerfities  are  at  pfent  filled,  and  by 
whom  Governed. 

Thefe  and  other  Inquiries,  which  his  difcretion  fliall  dic- 
tate, are  to  be  made  of  all  the  Provinces  in  generall,  but  par- 
ticularly of  the  Maffachufetts,  and  how  they  do  att  prefent 
correfpond  with  the  confederate  and  other  Collonies.  And 
a particular  information  will  bee  likewife  requifite  concerning 
the  Town  of  Bofton,  according  to  the  former  heads,  how 
built,  fortified,  inhabited  & Governed,  &c^  And  an  exa6l 
Map  of  the  whole  Country  and  Town  of  Boflon,  if  it  can  be 
procured,  will  bee  of  very  great  ufe  and  fervice  for  a more 
cleare  demonftration  of  the  premiffes. 

And  becaufe  in  feverall  of  thefe  particulars  fome  Efiimat, 
& Calculation  hath  been  made  by  thofe  that  are  curious 
therefore  the  faid  Eflimate  is  here  under  mentioned,  that 
My  Randolph  may,  by  his  Inquiries,  bee  enabled,  when  there, 
either  to  confirme  or  difprove  the  truth  thereof. 


An  Abstract  of  New  England. 


Observation  upon 
New  Englanci. 


There  are 


There  are  about 


120  Souls 
13  Families 

16  That  can  bear  Arms. 


{12  Ships  of  betweene  100  and  220  Tuns 
190  of  betweene  20  and  100  Tuns 
440  Fiflierboats,  of  about  6 Tuns  each. 


There  bee  5 Iron  Works,  w^l^  Caft  noe  Guns  15  Merchants 
worth  about  50,ooo^  or  ab!  5,ooo^  one  with  another. 


500 
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500  perfons,  worth  3000^'  each. 

No  houfe  in  New  England  hath  above  20  Rooms:  Not 
20  in  Boflon,  which  haue  aboue  10  Rooms  each. 

About  1500  ffamilies  in  Bofton. 

The  worft  Cottages  in  New  England  are  lofted. 

No  beggars.  Not  3 put  to  death  for  Theft. 

About  35  Rivers  and  Harbours. 

About  23  Iflands,  and  ffifhing  places. 

The  three  Provinces  of  Bofton,  Mayne  and  Hampfhire, 
are  f of  the  whole  in  wealth  and  ftrength,  The  other  4 
Provinces  of  Plymouth,  Kenedlicut,  Rhode  Ifland,  and 
Kinnebeck  being  but  J of  y®  whole  in  effedl, 

Not  aboue  three  of  their  Military  Men  have  euer  been 
adlual  Soldjers,  but  many  are  fuch  Soldjers  as  the  Artillery 
men  at  London. 

Amongft  their  Magiftrates  Leverett  the  Governour,  Major 
Denifon,  Major  Clarke,  and  Mr  Broadflreet,  are  y^  mofl 
popular. 


And  amongft  their  Minifhers 


My  Thatcher 
My  Oxenbridge 
My  Higgenfon 
There  are  no  Mufitians  by  Trade. 

One  Dancing  Schoole,  was  fet  up,  but  put  downe. 

A Fencing  Schoole  is  allowed. 

All  Cordage,  Sail  Cloth  & Netts  come  from  England. 

No  Cloth  made  there  worth  above  4?  p yard. 

Nor  Linnen  of  aboue  2!’  6^: 

No  Allom  nor  Coperas  nor  Salt  by  y®  Sun. 

They  take  an  Oath  of  fidelity  to  the  Governm!  but  none 
to  the  King. 


The 
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The  Govern!:  chofen  by  every  Freeman. 

{Orthodox 
above  20  Years  old 
worth  about  200^‘ 

Not  12  Ships  of  200  Tun  each.  Not  500  Fifhing  Boats.^'^^ 

Rec"^  of  his  Ma'"'""  Lett^  of  March  1675  [from 

John  Leverett.] 

State  Papers.,  Colonial^  Bwidle  52  (168),  13  June,  1676. 

Reced  fro  M"  Bunne  Sept : 14. 

Read  Nov  : 2 : 78. 

Right  Honourable  N : E : p : m. 

The  fignification  of  his  Majeflies  pleafure  in  his  gratious 
letters  of  the  tenth  of  March  lafl,  wee  received  the  tenth  of 
this  Inflant  by  the  hand  of  my  Edward  Randolph,  in  whofe 
prefence  the  faide  letter,  as  alfo  the  Petitions  of  nV  Gorge  & 
my  Mafon,  were  the  fame  day  read  in  Council  according  to 
his  Majefties  comand;  whereby  wee  have  received  a full 
demonftration  of  his  Maj^'f®  gratious  ffavour&  Juflice  in  im- 
parting the  matters  of  complaint  againft  us,  & thereby  alfo  a 
further  Obligation  to  all  dutifull  obfervance  & attendance  to 
his  Majeflies  Comands  & although  at  prefent  the  heavy 
preffure  of  the  Indian  war  together  with  an  Epidemicall 
Sicknefs  do  impeede  our  conveeing  of  the  Generali  Court, 
with  whome  (according  to  o’’  Conftitution  by  pattent)  it  lyes 
to  make  anfwer  to  the  fd  Complaints,  which  wee  doubt  not 
but  with  all  dutifulnefs  & diligence  will  by  the  firft  opper- 
tunity  bee  attended ; Yet  wee  thought  it  o’"  duty  by  this 

convayance 

See  alfo  State  Papers.,  Colonial,  Bitndle  58  (89). 
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convayance  to  let  his  Majefty  by  yo’’  Hono*'  underfland  as 
well  the  receipt  of  the  faide  letters  & petitions,  as  alfo  that 
the  matters  of  complaint  contained  in  the  faide  petitions  as 
referring  to  this  Colony  are  impertinencies,  miflakes  & falfe- 
hoods,  the  proofe  whereof  wee  doubt  not,  but  to  make  out 
in  our  more  perticuler  Anfwer. 

Though  wee  deny  not  (but  that  not  by  any  force  as  is 
Suggefted)  but  by  the  Jufl  & plaine  extent  (as  wee  humbly 
conceive)  of  o’"  Pattent  line,  & alfo  upon  the  earneft  Sollicita- 
tion  of  the  Inhabitants  there  in  thofe  Northern  parts,  being 
then  wholly  deferted  by  the  prefent  Claimors,  are  now  under 
his  Majefties  Goverment  here  in  this  Colony  eflablifhed. 

The  whole  matter  wee  feare  not  to  Submit  to  a juft  & 
equall  determination,  not  doubting  of  his  Majefties  clemency 
& favour  therein.  Sure  wee  are  much  trouble  & charge 
hath  been  contracted  to  maintain  Juflice  among  them,  be- 
fides  much  expence  of  men  & mony  for  theire  defence  in 
this  Indian  war.  Wee  are  very  well  affured  that  as  wee  are 
a Goverment  conflituted  by  the  Charter  of  his  late  Majefty 
of  happy  memory,  confirmed  & encouraged  by  his  prefent 
Majefties  gratious  declaration  to  us,  efpecially  in  the  yeare 
1662  & trufl  wee  fhall  flill  bee  cherifhed  by  the  benigne 
Influence  of  his  Majefties  Juftice  and  goodnefs,  whofe  prof- 
perity,  long  life,  happinefs  here  & hereafter  hath  been  is  & 
fhalbee  the  daily  prayer  of 

Yo*"  Hono’’®  moft  humble  Servants 

John:  Leverett  Gov! 

Dated  in  Bofton  w**"  the  Confent  & advice 

in  New  England  of  the  Councill. 

June  13^*^  1676  @nn 


Duplicate. 
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Duplicate. 

Sec‘  Coventry. 

\_Endorfed^ 

-^^evb’-  ;S : — 
^fic\  -^ne- 13  : 76- 

Novbf  78. 


Randolph  to  Coventry. 


State  Papers.,  Colonial,  Bwidle  52  (86). 

His  Arrivall  at  Bofton  & y® 
proceeding  of  y®  Colony  thereupon. 


Bolton  in  New  England  June  17.  1676. 

The  10  Inftant  I arrived  fafe  at  this  Port  the  Metropolis 
of  y®  American  Plantacons ; at  my  landing  I waited  on  the 
Govy  Shewed  him  my  Pafs  from  his  Ma^^  & according  to  y® 
inflruccons  given  to  the  Maft’"  of  y®  Ship  I failed  with  to  A6l 
in  cafe  of  my  mifcarriage  at  Sea,  I having  only  a Verball 
Order  from  yo’’  Hono’’,  acquainted  him  y®  caufe  of  my  com- 
ing over  and  defired  him  to  affemble  y®  Magiflrates  affoon 
as  might  be:  he  told  me  they  had  upon  other  bufmefs  ap- 
pointed a Councill  that  afternoon  w®^  I attended  & dd  his 
Ma^f  ir  which  included  M*’  Mafons  & Mr  Gorges  Pet".^  they 
being  read  by  y®  Sec7  in  my  prefence.  The  Govr  told  the 
Councill  that  y®  matters  contained  in  thofe  Pet"f  were  very 
inconfiderable  things,  eafily  anfwered  & it  did  no  way 
concern  that  Governm!  to  take  notice  thereof.  I informed 
them  that  after  due  advice  they  were  to  give  me  a full 
anfwer  to  his  Ma*f  ire  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  they  afked 
me  by  what  Ordy  I made  that  demand,  defired  me  to  pro- 
duce 
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duce  it  for  as  yet  it  did  not  appear  to  them  that  I was 
further  impowered  by  his  Ma‘^  then  only  to  deliver  his  ir 
to  them  & hear  it  read.  I replied  that  what  I had  there 
demanded  I would  anfwer  at  Whitehall. 

Munday  following  they  fent  their  Sec'7  to  my  lodging  to 
know  what  further  inftruccons  I had  to  comunicate  to  the 
Councill.  I fhewed  him  y®  grail  Order  given  to  the  Mr  of 
the  Ship  which  at  his  requefl  I pmitted  him  to  carry  to  the 
Councill : after  two  days  confideracon  it  was  refolved  that 
thanks  be  returned  to  his  Ma^-^  for  his  gracious  ir  & an 
anfwer  be  forthwith  fent  by  a Mr  of  a Ship  in  y®  Harbour 
ready  to  Sayle  for  London. 

Thurfday  following  I was  fent  for  to  the  Court;  the 
Councill  being  mett,  the  Govr  afked  me  if  I intended  for 
London  by  that  Ship;  if  fo  I fhould  have  a Duplicate  of 
their  ir  to  his  then  or  at  any  other  time  when  I did 
return,  but  not  y®  Originall,  for  that  was  to  accompany  his 
pticular  anfwer  to  a Lr  that  he  had  reed  from  S’"  Jofeph 
Williamfon  by  y®  fame  Ml  I came  with.  I afked  him  if  they 
had  well  confidered  on  his  Ma^®  Lr  in  fo  fhort  a time  & had 
concluded  on  their  Agents  & y®time  of  their  going  for  Eng- 
land ; he  told  me  y®  Councill  looked  on  me  as  only  M”" 
Mafons  Ag^  & if  I had  nothing  further  from  his  Ma*?"  to 
them  I might  withdraw.  The  Contents  of  their  Lr  I know 
not,  but  am  credibly  informed  they  deferre  this  bufinefs  till 
Odtober  next  when  their  Grail  Councill  are  to  meet ; thefe 
are  their  ufuall  methods  of  difcountenancing  all  Affairs  that 
come  to  them  from  his  Mal^  Nor  can  I expedl  better  when 
yet  they  glory  in  their  affronting  S!  Rob!  Carr  & other  his 
Ma\®  Com?  in  this  Country ; neither  are  they  to  learn  that 

old 
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old  trade  of  inventing  & Spreading  fals  reports  are  eafily 
credited,  coming  (as  they  fay)  from  very  honeft  men  in  Eng- 
land : Viz^  that  upon  his  Ma^^  intencons  of  Suppreffing  all 
Nonconformifts  meetings  laft  March  they  were  all  in  an  up- 
roar & going  to  cut  one  anothers  throats,  & that  his  Ma^^ 
intends  to  alter  y®  Governm!  & bring  Epifcopacy  into  New 
England,  a thing  more  dreaded  then  y®  Indian  Warr : by 
fuch  cunning  ptences  whole  herds  of  the  meaner  Inhabitants 
are  frighted  from  their  Obedience  to  his  Ma7  into  y®  toyles 
of  their  unlimited  authority. 

Fryday  I waited  on  the  Govf  at  his  houfe  for  the  Anfwer 
of  his  Ma‘f  Lr,  but  he  refufed  that  or  y®  Duplicate  to  me  till 
I was  ready  to  Sail ; difcourfing  with  him  about  feverall  Ships 
arrived  in  this  Harbour  (fince  my  coming)  from  Europe, 
contrary  to  the  late  Afts  of  Parliam^  for  encouraging  Navi- 
gacon  & trade,  he  freely  declared  to  me  that  the  Laws  made 
by  Our  King  & Parliam!  obligeth  them  in  nothing  but 
what  confifts  with  the  Interefb  of  New  England,  that  the 
Legiflatiue  power  is  & abides  in  them  freely  to  a6l  & make 
laws  not  repugnant  to  the  Laws  of  England  by  a Charter 
granted  to  them  by  King  James.  And  that  all  matters  in 
difference  are  to  be  concluded  by  their  final  determinacon 
denying  any  appeal  to  his  Ma^^ : fince  my  coming  fome  haue 
affirmed  that  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  retrench  their 
Liberties,  but  may  enlarge  them  if  he  pleafe.  The  Com”® 
granted  to  their  Officers  in  thefe  Indian  Warrsare  not  in  his 
Mai®  but  in  their  own  names  & authority  allowing  to  his 
Ma*y  only  Magni  Nominis  Vmbra.  The  towns  upon  the  Sea 
Coafls  efpecially  Bofton  & Paffcattaway  are  the  refidence 
for  fforreigners  & Englifli  fiaftors  that  haue  fforreign  Com”.® 

for 
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for  trade;  here  is  not  any  form  of  a Cuflom  hous,  but  a 
fmall  acknowledgm'  colledled  on  goods  imported  by  the 
Gov?  & the  late  Trears  Sons,  who  pay  y®  furplufage  of  their 
Salarys  (if  any)  to  the  Comon  flock. 

Here  are  arrived  from  feifall  Ports  fince  the  inflant, 
from  Nants  a Bofloner  of  loo  Tuns  Mr  Clutterbuck  Mailer 
Loaden  with  50  Butts  Brandy  & other  ffrench  Comodities, 
also  a Pink  of  Boflon  from  ffrance  of  70  tunns  with  12 
Tun  of  Brandy  Wine  & other  goods,  a Scotfman  of  130 
Tun  from  the  Canaryes  with  80  Pipes  of  Canary,  a Bofloner 
of  80  Tuns  from  y®  Canaryes  w^^  50  Pipes  of  Canary;  this 
day  a Ketch  of  Southampton  alfo  from  Canary  his  Contents 
of  Burthen  I know  not;  about  a Month  ago  a Bofloner  of 
150  Tuns  from  the  Canary  70  Pipes  of  Wine,  about  the 
fame  time  another  Bofloner  160  Tuns  from  y®  flreights  with 
Malaga  Wines  Oyles  and  other  goods  : what  is  come  into 
the  River  of  Pafcattaway  & other  Ports  here  I haue  no 
advice. 

The  Governm!  of  this  Place  confifls  of  a Govl:  1 1 Magif- 
trates  & a SecT  all  yearly  chofen ; mofl  of  them  are  incon- 
fiderable  Mechanicks  packed  by  the  prevailing  party  of  y® 
fadlious  Miniflry  who  haue  a fellow  feeling  both  in  the 
Command  & profit.  None  are  capable  of  Eleccon  but  fuch 
Church  Members,  confiding  men,  & haue  Signally  expreffed 
their  Affeccon  to  the  Governm!  thefe  lay  what  impoficons 
they  pleafe  upon  y®  people ; a tax  of  20000^'  is  out  of  hand  to 
be  colledled  for  paym!  of  the  Army  greatly  difcontented 
and  in  great  Arrears  & for  defraying  the  publique  Charges  of 
the  Warn  No  Acc?  audited  or  debts  paid  notwithflanding 
feverall  great  Sums  of  money  haue  been  gathered  with  a 
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duty  of  4f  p quarter  upon  all  Mault  imported  from  England 
for  the  two  years  paft. 

The  Clergy  are  generally  inclined  to  Sedition  being 
Proud  Ignorant  & Imperious,  Owen  & others  — ejufdem 
ffarinae,  are  in  great  Veneracon  here,  yet  there  are  fome  Civil 
Gentlemen  amongfl:  them  that  upon  all  Occafions  exprefs 
their  duty  to  his  Ma^^  abominating  the  Hipocrify  of  their 
Pharifaicall  Sanhedrim. 

The  Standing  Militia  of  this  Country  confifls  of  10000 
ffoot  & 1000  horfe ; they  can  upon  occafion  raife  20000 
more : their  Magazins  of  Arms  and  Ammunition  are  indif- 
ferently  Stored,  the  Indian  Warrs  haue  been  expencefull  to 
them.  I am  told  they  want  1000  good  Arms.  Amongft 
their  Comand*‘f  Majy  Thomas  Savage  a Genf  of  a very 
good  family  in  England  & Loyal  Principles  is  cheif  in  the 
affeccons  of  the  Soldiery  being  the  only  ffield  Officer  that 
faced  the  Indians.  Goffe  the  Old  Rebell  is  ftill  in  this 
Country,  narrowly  efcaped  the  Major  in  the  Southern  parts, 
where  he  and  others  are  harboured  by  their  Antimonarchi- 
call  Profelites.  One  Dennifon  is  Major  Grail  and  Cheif 
Commander  of  the  whole  fforces,  a Prudent  man  that  fat  at 
home  in  Councill  being  Indifpofed  to  fight,  deviding  y®  Spoil 
with  the  Magiftrates  his  brethren  of  y®  Captiue  Indians.  Ma- 
jor Winflow  Grail  of  the  Southern  fforces  is  a flout  Comand! 
well  beloved  and  upon  good  occafion  will  freely  adt  for  his 
Ma^f  fervice  ; there  are  in  the  very  Magiftracy,  Clergy,  Army, 
Marchants  & Comoners  many  that  highly  affedl  his  Ma‘! 
Interefl,  but  the  dayly  abufes  and  difcouragem^®  offered  to 
fuch  in  whom  appears  the  leaf!  fufpition  of  Loyalty  makes 
them  conceal  themfelues  till  it  fliall  pleafe  his  Ma‘?^  fully  to 
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refolue  upon  y®  reducing  this  Plantacon  to  their  due  Obedi- 
ence ; this  Sumer  would  have  effedled  it  a very  fmall 
trouble  & charge,  for  the  leafl  flop  upon  their  trade,  together 
with  y®  prefent  diflurbance  from  the  Indians,  would  turn 
them  all  upon  their  Magiftrates  and  force  them  to  an 
humble  & ready  Submifhon. 

I am  confidently  affured  by  thofe  that  well  underfland  the 
Affairs  of  this  Country  that  3 ffrigats  of  40  Guns  with  3 
Ketches  well  manned  lying  a League  or  two  below  Boflon 
with  his  exprefs  Orders  to  feize  all  Shipping  & pform 
other  A6ls  of  hoflility  ag®*  thefe  Revolters  would  bring  them 
all  to  his  Ma^?  own  terms  and  do  more  in  one  Weeks  time 
then  all  the  Ord?  of  King  & Councill  to  them  in  Seven 
years ; there  are  feverall  Empericks  in  England  that  bolfter 
up  the  deformed  Anarchy  with  lying  delufions  fomtimes 
informing  that  his  Ma^?"  is  pfwaded  to  fign  ires  and  Orders 
to  them  & doth  not  really  intend  what  he  writes. 

Their  trade  hath  been  fomwhat  obftrudled  by  this  Indian 
Warr;  their  are  difcourfes  of  a Peace,  that  feu*‘all  Surren- 
dred  themfelues  upon  Articles  in  the  Provinces  of  Main  & 
New  Hampfhire.  The  Warr  in  King  Philips  Country  is 
fmartly  profecuted  by  Generali  Window  with  good  Succefs, 
and  they  queflion  not  but  to  giue  them  a total  overthrow 
next  Winter  if  not  before,  having  reduced  them  to  great 
extreamities  & killed  mofl  of  their  cheif  Leaders. 

Notwithflanding  thefe  diflurbances  the  ffifhermen  haue 
made  very  good  Voyages,  having  killed  aboue  12000  Kintals 
of  Cod  fifh  at  the  Iflands  of  Tholds  [Shoals]  befides  what  is 
taken  in  other  Places ; the  great  quantitys  of  Cod  Mackrell 
and  Herring  taken  upon  this  Coafl  are  exported  to  Spaine 
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ffrance  and  other  parts  and  bring  in  aboue  50000^^  yearly  to 
the  Markets ; the  Mads,  Boards,  Planks,  Pipe  Staues  and 
timber  of  all  Sorts  fitt  for  fliipping  exported  from  hence  to 
Barbados  & other  parts  of  the  Carib  Iflands  make  them 
profitable  returns  in  Barter,  befides  aboue  1000  Tuns  of 
Logwood  yearly  fetched  from  the  Bay  of  Campecke  by 
thefe  Inhabitants. 

Mofi;  of  the  Maritime  townes  are  well  Stored  with  able 
Matters  Mariners  fiifliermen  & good  Carpenters ; they  build 
yearly  feu^'aU  Ships  of  good  burthen  befides  Ketches  & 
Barks,  and  for  thefe  7 laft  years  Communibus  Annis  they 
haue  lanched  20  Ships  Some  of  100  Tuns  & fome  und!^  this 
pTent  year  Orders  were  given  to  fett  30  upon  the  Stocks  by 
the  Marchants  in  England  who  make  their  returns  from 
hence  in  New  Shipping,  but  the  Warrs  haue  prevented  that 
number.  Yet  there  are  at  Boflon,  Charles  Town,  Salifbury 
& other  places  aboue  12  building  fome  of  them  upwards  of 
160  Tuns  as  I am  informed. 

I befeech  yo’'  hono*"  to  pardon  this  imperfedl  relacon  of 
the  pTent  ftate  of  this  Country ; the  Lawes  will  difcover 
what  I had  not  time  to  inquire  further  into  w'"’"  with  my 
humble  Service  I pTent  to  yo**  Hono*"  and  am 

Yo’"  Hono*"®  mod  Obedient  Serv^ 

Edw:  Randolph. 

\_E?idorfed~\  Bofton  the  17*’"  June  1676. 

From  Mr  Randolph 
to  Mr  Sec  : Coventry. 
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Kdward  Randolph. 

Randolph  to  Governor  Leverett. 

MaPfachufetts  Archives.,  Vol.  CVI.  p.  212. 

Boflon.  June  ye  23*^  1676 

Hon^  Sr  

The  directions  of  his  letf  of  March  y®  IO^^  167I  to 
Our  Trufly  & well  beloved  the  Gouernr  and  Magiflrates  of 
Our  Towne  of  Bofton  in  New  England  prefuppofeth  a power 
in  them  to  give  a fufficient  anfweare  to  y®  contents  thereof 
and  the  better  to  prevent  fruflrating  or  evading  the  true 
intent  of  this  his  Ma“?^  meffage  to  you.  hee  hath  been  Gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  allott  a months  tyme  for  the  due  & punc- 
tual! perfecting  y®  anfweare  (for  which  I am  ordered  foe 
long  and  not  further  to  attend,)  and  if  a generall  Court  bee 
more  propper  for  difpatching  matters  of  foe  weighty  concerne 
be  pleafed  to  affemble  that : In  the  meane  tyme  according  to 
my  inftruClions  I continue  to  require  an  anfweare  to  his 
letty  to  bee  delivered  to  me  at  or  before  the  expiracon 
of  the  tyme  limited,  beefeeching  you  to  refer  y®  preliminary 
difcourfing  my  inflruCtions  and  my  meffage  thereof  to  his 
Ma^‘®  and  Councell  to  whome  onely  I fland  anfuerable  and 
am  S’"  Yy  Humble  feru! 

Ed  : Randolph. 

be  pleafed  to  giue  me  y*"  Anfweare  in  writing  p.  firfl  con- 
veniency  E.  R. 

Endorfed  to  Hon.  John  Leverett,  Govf 
Rec'^  June  23.  4 o’clok. 


Order 
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Order  for  Council  to  Meet. 

Majfachufetts  Archives.,  Vol.  III.  p.  317. 

Sr  The  Honoured  Gounor  Sending  for  me  & going  to 
him  early  this  morning ; Required  me  to  fignify  to  you  that 
late  laft  night  he  received  a letter  from  Mr  Randolph  the 
Import  whereof  he  judgeth  fitt  for  the  Councill  at  their 
ordinary  adjournment  Second  day  next  at  one  of  the  clock 
being  26  inft.  to  confider  of  & conklude  the  neceflary  & 
fooner  there  cann  be  no  convention  & therefore  defires  & 
orders  a convention  of  the  whole  councill  & on  that  day 
aboue  mentioned  for  that  end  at  w""’"  time  & place  yo*"  pT- 
ence  & affiftance  is  defired  & expefted  without  fayle,  not 
doubting  of  yo’'  readinefs  to  ferve  God  and  the  country  herein 
after  the  prefentation  of  my  fervice  to  you  & to  yo*"  Lady 

Sr  I remayne 

your  affured  freind  & humble  fervant 

Edward  Rawson,  Secret^ 
by  ord*"  of  the  Gouern^ 

Boflon  24  June  1676. 


Answer  of  the  Council  to  Edward  Randolph. 

Maffadm/etts  Archives,  Vol.  III.  p.  317. 

Sr  _ 

Your  Ire  directed  to  the  Govr  dat.  23?  inftant  wee  have 
pufed  and  do  fomew^  marvell  both  at  y®  wording  & y® 
import  thereof,  you  may  remember  y‘  fuch  was  or  care  not  to 
be  juftly  accufed  of  negledl  in  any  kind  that  whereas  wee 
received  his  Ma^?®  Ire  on  yf  IO^^  of  this  inftant  contayneing 
his  comands  to  us,  the  fame  day  the  councill  being  affembled 

in 
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Rdward  Randolph. 

in  obfervance  thereof  you  were  admitted  into  y®  Councill 
and  the  Govy  read  his  Ire  in  yol  prefentes  & caufed  y® 

Secretary  at  y®  fame  time  to  read  the  Petitions  of  my  Gorges 
& my  Mafon,  and  on  y®  15^^  day  next  following  yoy  prefence 
was  craved  again  and  in  full  councill  were  acquainted,  that 
wee  had  drawn  up  oy  anfwer  in  a letter  diredled  to  one  of 
his  Ma^®®  Secretaryes,  & then  tendered  to  deliver  y®  fame  to 
you,  in  cafe  you  were  ready  to  depart  home,  but  if  otherwife, 
wee  fhould  take  care  to  fend  the  fame  by  y®  firfl  opportu- 
nity, & to  your  felfe  wee  would  deliver  a duplicate  thereof, 
on  notice  given  of  yoy  departure,  your  anfwy  then  was  yy 
yoy  occafions  called  you  not  home  at  prefent,  & feeming  to 
acquiefce  in  w!  had  been  expreffed,  you  took  leave  of  y® 
Councill,  and  fmce  then  a good  opportunity  pyfenting  wee 
haue  fent  away  o’"  Ire,  directed  as  above  f?  to  one  of  his  Ma^'f 
principle  Secretaryes.  now  why  you  fhould  exprefs  yoy 
diffatisfadlion,  by  faying  you  continue  to  require  an  anfwy, 
whereas  you  haue  feene  oy  care  to  make  fpeed  therein,  not 
omitting  y®  firfl  opportunity  (although  you  cant  be  ignorant 
y*  fuch  are  y®  daily  emergencyes,  & encumbrances  of  y® 
Councill  for  y®  carrying  on  y®  pnt  Indian  warr,  our  forces 
being  now  in  y®  wildernefe,  & do  need  daily  advife  & 
recruits,  & y®  enemy  rage  fo  violent,  as  threatening  daily 
further  incurfions  upon  o'*  frontier  Townes,  as  might  well 
[evock  ?]  more  candor  then  you  haue  yet  exprefl  & a favor- 
able conftrucon  of  any  feeming  delay,  now  although  wee 
would  not  take  notice  of  either  difrefpedlfull  or  unfutable 
expreflion  dropt  either  verbally  or  by  yo*’  pen  yet  wee  would 
haue  you  to  be  well  advifed  y*  as  y®  Gov^  on  y®  reading  his 
Ma“.®^  Ire,  acquainted  you  y*  wee  thankfully  acknowledged 
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his  gracious  refpe6l  & tendernes  therein  expreffed  to 
thefe  plantations  therein  greatly  tendring  y®  peace  & tran- 
quillity thereof,  yet  for  yo"  mandamufes  impofeing  upon  & 
requireing  of  y®  Govf  & councill  to  attend  yo’’  owne  injunc- 
con  & to  make  anfwere  in  a diverfe  mann**  from  his 
Ma^?  haue  comanded  us.  wee  muft  plainly  tell  you  that  wee 
Judge  you  haue  & do  therein  exceed  yo*"  meffage  and  do  ad- 
vife  you  y^  you  fo  deemeane  yo*"  felfe,  as  not  to  be  found  either 
flighting  or  irregularly  impofmg  upon  his  authourity 

here  eftablifhed,  By  y®  Councill 

Edw.  Rawson,  Secr‘ 

26  June  1676 

as  an  Anfwer  to  his  dat.  23  Inftant  paft. 


Randolph  to  Governor  Leverett  and  Council. 


Gen* 


Majlfachufetts  Archives.,  Vol.  CVL  p.  213. 

Bofton  July  y®  6,  1676. 


Y’’®  of  y®  26*^  of  June  laft  is  received  direfted  to  E.  R.  etc : 
in  w'"’"  you  are  pleafed  to  acquaint  me  that  fuch  was  y care, 
not  to  be  juflly  accufed  of  negledt  in  any  kind  — y*  you  took 
the  firft  opportunity  to  fend  y anfweare  to  his  lett", 

which  is  (as  I fuppofe)  difpatched  for  England  by  a Mr  of  a 
fliipp.  That  is  vo-repov  irporepov  and  denotes  fome  devia- 
tion from  his  Ma**f®  methods  of  tranfadting  this  affaire  w*^ 
you;  Who  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  committ  both  His 
originall  letf.®  to  you  diredted  and  duplicate  (to  bee  man- 
aged by  the  Mr  of  yf  fhip  in  cafe  of  my  failer  at  fea)  to  my 
charge  and  care.  But  you  fend  y^  originall  (which  is  not 
expedled  till  my  returne)  by  yf  Mr  of  a fhip  (bufines  prevent- 
ing 


2 1 4 Rdward  Randolph. 

ing  my  foe  fpeedy  returne)  & offer  a duplicate  to  me  his 
expreffe. 

I haue  other  matters  under  my  charge  alfo  for  his  Ma*'®® 
efpeciall  fervice  which  I am  not  to  communicate  nor  can  be 
difpatched  in  lefs  then  a month,  the  tyme  limited  for  my  de- 
manding & attending  for  y^  anfweare  ; It  was  not  expefted 
upon  his  Gracious  condifcention  of  6 months  tyme  for 

y*^  Agents  appearance  at  White  Hall  that  I fhould  be  polled 
away  for  England  after  y®  tedioufnefs  of  a ten  weekes  paffage, 
and  foe  by  fuch  a rapid  motion  be  neceffitated  to  leaue  my 
other  weightier  affaires  uneffefled,  or  elfe  to  haue  that  his 
Ma^i®  recommended  to  my  care,  tranfmitted  by  another  hand. 

Some  things  in  y*"  lett!  feem  to  haue  a particular  refleflion 
on  my  carriage  and  behaviour  which  charity  didlates  tacitely 
to  pretermitt.  I did  believe  my  obedience  to  a Supream 
Authority  would  not  render  me  obnoxious  to  its  inf[erior] 
and  deriviative  party,  & make  me  liable  to  yf  cenfure  of  mif- 
demeanour  or  be  guilty  of  flighting  or  irregularly  impofing 
any  Authority  eflablifhed  [by  his]  Ma^®.  If  fo  I beg  y!  par- 
don & defire  yT  infpedlion  of  this  matter  may  be  referred  to  his 
Ma*i®,  whofe  fubjedts  we  all  are,  though  in  a different  relation. 

However  in  my  vindication  giue  me  leave  to  fay,  that 
when  I firft  attended  this  Counfel  after  Ml;  Rawfon  had  read 
his  Ma^®^  Letty  (&  not  yf  Governor  as  is  hinted  in  y*"  Lettf)as 
\torn  out\  petitions,  I then  acquainted  the  Councell  that  they 
had  a months  tyme  to  returne  their  Anfwear,  and  that  I was 
ordered  to  reconvey  it,  y®  15^!^  following  I expreffed  myfelfe 
in  Councell  to  y®  fame  purpofe.  And  the  Day  following,  4 
dayes  before  yf  fhip  fayld  for  England  I waited  on  yf  Gov- 
ernor for  y?  Councell’s  Anfwear.  But  hee  told  me  it  was  to 
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accompany  an  anfwear  of  his  to  a letty  from  Sr  Jofeph 
Williamfon  brought  by  y®  My  of  the  fame  fhip  I failed  on. 
Soe  that  by  this  it  appeares  that  my  acquiefcence  (if  any)  is 
onely  paffive.  My  remifnes  as  well  as  exceffe  in  perform- 
ance of  any  of  his  Maj^'f^  commands  renders  me  equally  dif- 
obedient,  therefore  (not  prefuming  on  his  Ma^'?^  clemency) 
that  I may  avoid  all  inconveniences  on  either  hand  I ftriftly 
keepe  to  his  Maj^'®^  orders  w^’^out  any  wilfull  abereation. 

And  now  fince  there  is  fuch  a Cogency,  I once  more  beg 
Y pardon.  And  againe  in  obedience  to  his  Maj^'f  letty 

which  expreffly  faith  (that  Ed.  Randolph  \torn  out\ 

y®  Councell  to  heare  the  fame  read  there ; Hee  being  by  us 
appointed  to  bring  back  y®  anfwer,  and  the  words  of  y® 
Generali  inflrudtions  likewife  enjoine  fhall  then  call  for 
an  anfwer  unto  thefe  Our  letff  from  y®.  faid  Governy  & Ma- 
giftrates,  & demand  the  fame  w^Mn  a month  after  the  delivery 
of  Our  Letters.  Which  anfweare  when  you  have  received  it 
you  fliall  bring  back  to  Us  w^!'  what  convenient  fpeed  you 
can)  I doe  demand  your  anfwear  to  his  Maj‘'®  faid  lett^^  and 
foe  humbly  take  my  leave. 

Gent.,  I am  not  confcious  to  my  felfe  of  any  difrefpedlful 
or  unfutable  expreffion  dropped  verbally  or  by  my  pen.  Yet 
fince  you  are  pleafed  to  connive  at  w*  you  feem  to  apprehend 
extravigant,  I return  you  my  hearty  thankes ; as  also  for  p. 
ffriendly  advife  w^^out  which  I fhould  haue  been  and  dill 
diall  be  carefull  to  demeane  my  felfe  according  to  yf  impor- 
tance of  my  Charge,  and  that  refpedf  due  to  you  as  his  Maj‘‘® 
miniders,  from  your  mod  humble  & obedient  ferv* 

Ed.  Randolph 

I am  returning  for  England  upon  My  Walley. 


To 


2i6  Rdward  Randolph. 

To  THE  Kings  most  excellent  Majestie, 

CollePlion  of  Papers.,  by  Thomas  Hutchinfon,  Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  240. 

20  September,  1676. 

A Short  narrative  touching  the  delivery  of  your  Majefties 
letters  to  the  Magiftrates  of  Boflon  in  New  England,  by 
Edward  Randolph. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majeflie, 

Having  receaved  your  Majefties  letters  for  the  governor 
and  magiflrates  of  your  Majefties  town  of  Boflon  in  N.  E. 
dated  loth  of  March  laft,  with  my  particular  inflrudlions 
from  the  right  hon.  fecretary  Coventry,  upon  the  30th  of 
the  fayd  month  I fayled  from  the  Downes.  After  a tedious 
paffage  of  10  weeks  arrived  at  Boflon  on  loth  June.  At 
my  landing  I went  immediately  to  the  governor  John  Lev- 
eret, and  fhewed  him  your  Majefties  paffe  and  acquainted 
him  with  the  caufe  of  my  coming,  and  that  I had  brought  a 
letter  from  his  Majeflie  unto  the  magiftrates  of  that  colony, 
and  did  therefore  defire  him  that,  with  what  convenient 
fpeed  might  be,  the  magiftrates  might  be  affembled  to  hear 
your  Majefties  letter  read.  The  governor  anfwered,  that 
the  council  was  to  meet  that  afternoon,  upon  other  bufi- 
neffe,  and  that  then  I fhould  be  fent  for ; as  I was,  by  the 
marfhall  of  their  court;  where  being  come  and  admitted 
into  the  councill,  I delivered  your  Majefties  letters  to  the 
governor,  their  being  fix  of  the  magiflrates  and  their  fecre- 
tary affembled  with  him,  and  there  being  a chaire  placed 
purpofely  for  me,  I was  defired  by  the  governor  to  fitt. 

The  governor  having  opened  your  Majefties  letter  fayd  to 
the  reft  of  the  magiftrates,  it  was  a letter  from  your  Majeflie, 
and  looking  to  the  bottom  of  the  letter,  he  read  by  his  Maj- 
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efties  command  Hen.  Coventry.  The  governor  afked  me 
who  that  Mr.  Coventry  was.  I told  him  he  was  your  Maj- 
eflies  principall  fecretary  of  flate. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  reading  of  your  Majedies  letter, 
the  whole  councill  being  covered,  I put  off  my  hat ; where- 
upon three  of  the  magiftrates  tooke  off  their  hats  and  fate 
uncovered ; but  the  governor  with  the  reft  continued  to 
keep  their  hats  on. 

Your  Majefties  letters,  with  the  inclofed  petitions  of  Mr. 
Mafon  and  Mr.  Gorges,  being  read  in  my  hearing,  the 
governor  told  the  councill  that  the  matters  therein  con- 
tained were  very  inconfiderable  things  and  eafily  anfwered, 
and  it  did  in  no  way  concern  that  government  to  take  any 
notice  thereof.  I acquainted  them  that  your  Majeftie  had 
commanded  me  to  require  an  anfwer  of  your  fayd  letters, 
and  for  which  your  Majeftie  had  ordered  me  one  month  to 
attend.  The  governor  anfwered,  that  they  fhould  confider 
of  thofe  things.  Whereupon  I withdrew. 

Then  I delivered  the  particular  letters  of  Mr.  Mafon, 
which  he  had  writt  unto  feverall  of  the  moft  eminent  inhab- 
itants of  Boflon,  fome  whereof  are  the  principall  officers  of 
the  militia.  Thefe  gentlemen  receaved  me  with  much  kind- 
nefle  and  expreffed  great  loyalty  to  your  Majeftie.  The  let- 
ters he  wrote  were  to  give  them  an  account  of  the  contents 
of  your  Majefties  letters,  his  own  complaints  againfl  the 
proceedings  of  that  government,  with  the  occafion  of  my 
coming  into  thefe  parts,  defiring  them  to  communicate  the 
fame  to  others,  the  which  was  foon  fpread  abroad,  to  the 
great  pleafure  and  fatisfadtion  of  all  thofe  who  are  well-wifh- 
ers  to  your  Majeftie. 

VOL.  II.  — 28 
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Edward  Randolph. 

Within  a day  or  two  after  my  arrivall,  I met  with  a report 
which  feemed  artificially  rayfed  to  amufe  and  diflradl  the 
people  about  domefhique  troubles  here  in  England,  the  fume 
whereof  was,  that  the  Duke  of  Yorke,  with  diverfe  of  the 
nobility  upon  difcontent,  had  left  the  court,  and  had  applied 
themfelves  to  the  citty  for  affiffcance,  and  that  all  was  going 
to  confufion  at  home.  This  was  reported  with  much  confi- 
dence, and  fayd  to  be  writt  from  fome  very  good  people  in 
London,  and  therefore  muft  be  true.  I foon  confuted  this 
report,  by  many  arguments,  fhewing  them  the  falfenefle  of 
it,  and  fo  in  a fhort  tyme  it  vanifhed. 

After  two  days  confideration  it  was  refolved  in  their  coun- 
cell that  thankes  be  returned  to  your  Majeftie  for  your  gra- 
cious letter,  and  that  an  anfwer  be  forthwith  fent  by  a mafler 
of  a veffel  ready  to  faile  for  London. 

The  15th  of  June  I was  fent  for  to  the  councell.  The 
governour  afked  me  whether  I intended  for  London  by  that 
fhip  that  was  ready  to  faile,  if  fo  I fliould  have  a duplicate 
of  their  letter  to  your  Majeftie,  the  originall  being  to  accom- 
pany his  own  particular  anfwer  to  a letter  he  had  receaved 
from  Mr.  fecretary  Williamfon  by  the  fame  mafler  of  the 
fhip  I came  with.  I told  them  I had  other  matters  of  con- 
cern under  my  charge,  and  fhould  not  return  fo  foon,  and 
withall  afked  them  if  they  had  well  conlidered  of  his  Majef- 
ties  letter  and  the  inclofed  petition  in  fo  fhort  a time,  and 
concluded  on  their  agents  and  the  time  of  their  going  for 
England,  to  wLich  they  gave  no  reply,  but  the  governour 
afked  me  if  I had  anything  further  to  offer  them  from 
your  Majeftie,  I told  them  I had  nothing  further  to  com- 
municate to  them,  whereupon  the  governor  faid  that  he 
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looked  upon  me  as  Mr.  Mafon’s  agent,  and  that  I might 
withdraw. 

The  day  after,  I went  to  vifit  the  governour  at  his  houfe, 
and  among  other  difcourfe  I told  him  I tooke  notice  of  fev- 
erall  fliips  that  were  arrived  at  Boflon,  Tome  fince  my  being 
there,  from  Spain,  France,  Streights,  Canaries  and  other 
parts  of  Europe,  contrary  to  your  Majefties  lawes  for  en- 
couraging navigation,  and  regulating  the  trade  of  the  plan- 
tations. He  freely  declared  to  me  that  the  lawes  made  by 
your  Majeflie  and  your  parliament  obligeth  them  in  noth- 
ing but  what  confiffs  with  the  intereft  of  that  colony,  that 
the  legiflative  power  is  and  abides  in  them  folely  to  a6l 
and  make  lawes  by  virtue  of  a charter  from  your  Majefties 
royall  father,  and  that  all  matters  in  difference  are  to  be 
concluded  by  their  finall  determination,  without  any  appeal 
to  your  Majeflie,  and  that  your  Majeftie  ought  not  to  re- 
trench their  liberties,  but  may  enlarge  them  if  your  Majeftie 
pleafe,  and  faid,  your  Majeftie  had  confirmed  their  charter 
and  all  their  privileges  by  your  Majefties  letter  of  the  28th 
of  June,  1662,  and  that  your  Majefty  could  doe  no  leffe  in 
reafon  than  let  them  enjoy  their  liberties  and  trade,  they 
having  upon  their  own  charge  and  without  any  contribution 
from  the  crown  made  fo  large  plantation  in  the  wilderneffe, 
and  that  during  the  Dutch  warrs  your  Majeftie  fent  ammu- 
nition to  New-Yorke  for  that  place,  but  fent  them  word  they 
muft  fhift  for  themfelves  and  make  the  beft  defence  they 
could,  and  that  notwithftanding  the  colony  had  many  ene- 
mies, yet  they  did  believe  your  Majeftie  to  be  their  very 
good  friend,  for  that  your  Majeftie  had  by  feverall  letters 
expreffed  your  kindneffe  to  them. 
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Within  a few  days  after  I met  with  one  Mr.  Harris,  a 
gentleman  who  arrived  there  from  England  about  fix 
months  before,  who  told  me  that  at  his  arrival  at  Bofton, 
he  was  according  to  their  law,  conduced  to  the  governor, 
which  enjoins  all  matters  of  veffels  to  bring  all  paffengers 
to  the  governor  upon  penalty  of  20/.  who  enquiring  of  him 
if  he  knew  Mr.  Mafon  and  whether  he  was  coming  over 
and  what  commiffioners  were  coming  with  him,  Mr.  Harris 
told  him  there  was  a report  that  Mr.  Mafon  was  to  come 
over.  The  governor  then  faid  he  had  receaved  information 
from  England  that  commiffioners  had  come  over  laft  fum- 
mer  or  the  fpring,  but  that  your  Majeftie  had  not  money  to 
defrey  that  charge  and  fet  them  forth,  and  did  therefore  be- 
leave  no  commiffioners  would  come. 

The  23d  June  I gave  in  a memoriall  to  the  governour, 
the  councill  being  then  affembled  at  his  houfe,  wherein  I 
acquainted  them  that  in  purfuance  of  my  inflrudlions  I did 
remind  them  of  your  Majefties  command  of  fending  over 
agents  that  might  be  fufficiently  qualified  and  impowered, 
and  did  defire  that  feeing  a generall  court  feemed  much 
more  proper  for  difpatch  of  matters  of  fo  great  and  weighty 
concerns,  that  a generall  court  might  on  this  occafion  be 
affembled,  that  fo  I might  receave  their  deliberate  and 
folemn  anfwer  to  your  Majefties  letters,  for  the  which  I 
would  attend.  But  hereunto  they  gave  me  no  other  an- 
fwer then  that  when  I was  ready  to  faile  for  England  I 
fhould  have  a coppy  of  their  letter  which  they  had  writ 
unto  your  Majeflie. 

About  the  beginning  of  July,  I went  into  the  province  of 
New-Hampfhire,  belonging  to  Mr.  Mafon,  but  now  divided 
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by  the  Boftoneers  into  three  counties,  and  by  them  called 
Norfolk,  Suffolk  and  Middlefex.  And  travelled  through  fev- 
rall  of  the  moft  confiderable  towns,  acquainting  the  inhab- 
itants with  the  occalion  of  my  coming  into  the  country,  and 
read  Mr.  Mafon’s  letter  unto  them,  which  gave  them  great 
fatisfaftion,  the  whole  country  complaining  of  the  oppreffion 
and  ufurpation  of  the  magiftrates  of  Bofton,  impofmg  min- 
iflers  upon  them,  not  admitting  them  to  the  facrament  of 
the  Lord’s  Supper,  denying  baptifm  to  their  children,  and 
liberty  of  choofing  their  own  magiftrates  and  officers  becaufe 
they  were  not  members  of  their  congregations.  And  as  a 
farther  marke  of  their  power  and  fovereignty  over  them 
they  fend  twice  a year  magiftrates  from  Bofton  to  keep 
courts  for  trying  of  caufes,  and  that  they  lay  at  pleafure 
what  impofitions,  fines  and  taxes  they  thinke  fit  upon  their 
eftates,  perfons  and  trade,  contrary  to  the  lawes  of  England, 
and  that  they  have  been  for  a long  time  earneftly  expecting 
to  be  delivered  from  the  government  of  the  Maffachufets 
Bay,  and  doe  humbly  hope  your  Majeftie  will  not  permitt 
them  any  longer  to  be  oppreffed,  but  will  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  give  them  relief,  according  to  the  promifes  made 
them  by  your  Majefties  commiffioners  in  1665,  who  were 
then  in  that  province,  and  declared  them  not  to  be  under 
the  government  of  Bofton. 

And  being  at  Portfmouth,  a town  of  very  great  trade, 
lying  upon  the  river  of  Pifcataway,  in  the  northermofl  part 
of  New-Hampfhire,  about  feventy  miles  from  Bofton,  fev- 
erall  of  the  principall  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Main, 
belonging  unto  Mr.  Gorges,  and  now  by  the  Boftoneers, 
fince  the  feizing  thereof,  called  Yorkfliire,  came  unto  me 
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making  the  fame  complaints,  with  thofe  of  New-Hampfhire, 
entreating  me  to  reprefent  their  condition  to  your  Majeflie 
and  are  paffionately  expecting  relief,  fome  of  them  having 
been  fuffered  to  be  ruined  by  the  Indians  for  having  form- 
erly expreffed  their  duty  to  your  Majeftie  when  your  Ma- 
jeflies  commillioners  were  in  that  country,  and  for  having 
taken  commiffions  from  them  to  a6l  as  juflices  of  the  peace. 

At  my  return  to  Bofton  I receaved  a meffage  from  Jofiah 
Window,  Efq ; governor  of  your  Majedies  Colony  of  New- 
Plymouth,  dedring  I would  give  him  a vidt  before  I left 
New-England.  Whereupon  I made  a journey  to  him, 
whome  I found  a gentleman  of  loyal  principles  and  hath 
diewed  himfelf  a perfon  of  great  courage  and  condudl  in 
the  management  of  the  Indian  warre,  thofe  barbarous  people 
being  chiedy  overcome  by  his  condufl  and  troops,  which 
makes  him  to  be  feared  and  not  loved  by  his  neighbours 
the  Bodoners. 

In  his  difcourfe  he  expreffed  his  great  didike  of  the  car- 
riage of  the  magidrates  of  Bodon  to  your  Majedies  royall 
perfon  and  your  fubj efts  under  their  government;  of  their 
incroaching  upon  the  rights,  trades  and  poffefdons  of  the 
neighbouring  colonies,  laying  what  rates  they  pleafe  on  the 
commodities  and  produfts  of  the  other  colonies  imported 
into  their  harbours;  the  dayly  breach  of  your  Majedies 
lawes  concerning  trade  and  navigation,  trading  with  and 
incouraging  all  nations  to  trade  with  them,  to  the  great 
prejudice  and  detrement  of  your  Majedie  and  this  your 
kingdom:  And  that,  he  dnding  the  inconveniences  of  a 
divided  government  dayly  arifing,  did  fay,  that  New-Eng- 
land could  never  be  fecure,  douridi,  nor  be  ferviceable  to 
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your  Majeftie,  untill  the  feverall  Colonies  and  plantations 
were  reduced  under  your  Majefties  immediate  government, 
and  that  the  colonies  of  New-Plymouth  and  Connefticot 
would  readily  and  willingly  fubmitt  to  your  Majefties  pleaf- 
ure  and  commands  in  the  difpofall  and  fettlement  of  the 
civill  government. 

That  during  my  ftay  at  Bofton  I made  acquaintance  with 
feverall  of  the  chief  inhabitants  and  fome  of  the  magiftrates, 
and  did  particularly  informe  myfelf  of  the  humour,  difpofi- 
tion  and  affedtions  of  the  people,  and  found  the  principal 
inhabitants,  fome  whereof  are  the  chief  officers  of  the  militia, 
and  the  generality  of  the  people  complaining  of  the  arbi- 
trary government  and  oppreflion  of  their  magiftrates  and 
doe  hope  your  Majeftie  will  be  pleafed  to  free  them  from 
this  bondage  by  eftablifliing  your  own  royall  authority  among 
them  and  govern  them  according  to  your  Majefties  lawes. 
And  many  of  the  better  fort  did  intreat  me  to  reprefent  this 
their  condition  to  your  Majeftie,  not  daring  publickly  to  ex- 
preffe  their  deftres  or  complaint  by  petition,  becaufe  of  the 
feverity  and  arbitrary  proceeding  of  their  rulers,  and  that 
many  of  them  have  been  fufferers  for  petitioning  formerly. 
Altho’  at  the  generall  court  in  Odlob.  1666,  upon  occafion 
of  your  Majefties  letter  and  declaration  of  the  loth  Aprill  in 
the  faid  year,  which  petition  was  fubfcribed  by  upwards  of 
100  of  the  principall  inhabitants  of  that  colony,  wherein 
they  did  aflert  your  Majefties  right  of  jurifdidtion  and  fover- 
aignty  over  them,  a copy  whereof  is  hereunto  annexed  being 
given  me  by  fome  of  the  chief  perfons  who  had  fubfcribed 
it,  defiring  that  your  Majeftie  might  fee  the  fame ; thefe 
gentlemen  foe  delivering  this  petition,  did  then  receave  a 
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fevere  check,  the  petition  voted  fcandalous,  they  ftiled  the 
betrayers  of  the  libertyes  of  that  colony  and  ill-affefled  to 
that  government,  for  which  fome  of  them  have  been  greatly 
prejudiced  in  their  eftates  and  fortunes,  and  ftill  lye  under 
many  inconveniences,  and  are  not  admitted  into  any  offices 
of  the  government  or  choyce  of  the  magiftrates. 

Being  ready  to  return  for  England,  the  tyme  allotted  by 
your  Majeflie  being  expired,  I went  to  the  governor  on  the 
20th  July,  for  my  difpatches,  and  was  entertained  by  him 
with  a fharp  reproof  for  publifhing  the  fubftance  of  my 
errand  into  thofe  parts,  contained  in  your  Majefties  letters, 
as  alfoe  in  Mr.  Mafons  petition  and  what  he  reprefented  to 
his  friends  there,  with  that  of  Mr.  Gorges  unto  the  inhab- 
itants of  Bofton,  New-Hampfhire  and  Main,  telling  me  that 
I defigned  to  make  a mutiny  and  difiurbance  in  the  country 
and  to  withdraw  the  people  from  their  obedience  to  the 
magiftracy  of  that  colony  and  the  authority  thereof.  I 
told  him,  if  I had  done  anything  amifle,  upon  complaint 
made  to  your  Majeftie  he  would  certainly  have  jufiice  done 
him. 

The  governor  then  gave  me  the  duplicate  of  a letter 
diredled  unto  the  right  honorable  Mr  Secretary  Coventry, 
which  he  told  me  was  the  anfwer  which  the  councill  thought 
fit  to  give  your  Majefties  letters,  the  originall  being  fent  for 
England  a month  before. 

At  my  departure  from  him,  both  he  and  fome  of  the  magif- 
trates,  feverally,  intreated  me  to  give  a favourable  report  of 
the  country  and  the  magiftrates  thereof,  adding,  that  thofe 
that  blefled  them  God  would  bleffe,  and  thofe  that  curfed 
them  God  would  curfe.  And  withall,  defired  me  to  acquaint 
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your  Majeflie  that  whatever  reports  were  rayfed  againft 
them,  by  wicked  and  evill  minded  men,  to  draw  away 
your  Majefties  grace  and  favour  from  them,  yet  they  were 
a people  truely  fearing  the  Lord  and  very  obedient  to  your 
Majeftie. 

So  that  altho’  by  your  Majefties  command  I was  fent  to 
the  magiftrates  of  Bofton,  and  was  named  in  your  royall 
letters  as  one  who  fhould  follicit  a fit  determination  in  the 
bufineffe  depending,  and  bring  back  the  anfwer  thereof,  yet 
I muft  wholly  refer  myfelf  to  their  own  anfwer,  they  not 
having  thought  fit  to  acquaint  me  with  the  contents  thereof. 

All  which  I doe  moft  humbly  certify. 

20  September  1676. 


Randolph’s  Report  to  the  Committee  for  Trade  and 
Plantations.  12  October,  1676. 

ColleLlion  of  Papers.,  by  Thomas  Hutchinfon.  Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  210. 

To  the  right  honorable  the  Lords  of  his  Majefties  moft 
honorable  Privy  Council  appointed  a committee  for  trade 
and  plantations. 

An  anfwer  to  feverall  heads  of  enquiry  concerning  the 
prefent  ftate  of  New-England. 

And  whereas  amongft  the  feverall  colonies  and  planta- 
tions fettled  there  that  of  the  Maffachufetts  bay,  commonly 
called  the  corporation  of  Bofton,  is  the  moft  flourifhing  and 
powerfull,  and  at  prefent  gives  lawes  to  a great  part  of  this 
country,  by  a pretended  charter  from  his  late  Majeftie,  it  is 
firft  in  relation  to  this  colony  moft  humbly  anfwered. 

To  the  firft  enquiry. 

VOL.  II. — 29 
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Where  the  legiflative  and  executive  powers  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  New  England  are  feated. 

The  legiflative  power  is  feated  in  a generall  court,  from 
which  there  is  no  appeal,  confifling  at  prefent  of  a gov- 
ernor, deputy  governor,  and  lo  magiffrates,  with  the  depu- 
ties of  the  feverall  townes  in  that  jurifdidtion,  all  which  are 
yearely  elected. 

This  court  is  the  fupreme  judicature  of  the  colony,  and 
only  hath  power  to  make  lawes,  raife  money,  and  lay  taxes 
upon  the  whole  colony,  difpofe  lands,  give  and  confirme 
properties,  impeach,  fentence  and  pardon,  and  receave  ap- 
peals from  all  inferior  courts,  and  cannot  be  adjourned  or 
diffolved  without  the  confent  of  the  major  part. 

The  governor,  deputy  governor  and  magiftrates  are  chofen 
by  the  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  freemen  of  the  colony, 
who  are  to  attend  at  Bofton,  either  in  perfon  or  by  proxy, 
without  any  fummons,  the  laft  Wednefday  in  Eafter  terme, 
and  upon  that  day  to  confummate  the  eledtion,  which  is 
done  by  writing  the  names  in  paper,  but  no  perfon  that 
hath  been  a magiftrate  the  year  before  is  to  be  left  out  at 
the  new  eleftion,  and  is  to  have  the  precedency  in  nomina- 
tion before  all  others. 

The  deputies  for  the  generall  court  are  chofen  by  the 
freemen  of  every  towne,  who  have  all  the  power  of  the 
freemen  transferred  to  them.  No  town  can  fend  more  than 
two  deputies,  and  where  a town  hath  but  20  freemen  that 
town  can  fend  but  one  deputy,  and  when  not  10  freemen 
the  town  fends  none ; no  perfon  being  an  attorney  is  to 
be  chofen  a deputy. 

No  perfon  is  admitted  to  be  a freeman  of  the  colony,  or 
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have  vote  in  any  eleflion  but  church  members  who  are  in 
full  communion  and  approved  by  the  generall  court. 

The  governor  and  magiftrates  fit  apart  and  a6l  all  bufi- 
nelfe  by  themfelves,  by  drawing  up  bills  and  orders,  which 
having  agreed  upon,  they  fend  to  the  deputies  to  be 
confidered,  and  accordingly  to  give  their  confent  or  diffent 
thereunto. 

The  deputies  likewife  fit  by  themfelves  and  confult  about 
fuch  matters  as  they  fhall  find  meet  for  the  common  good, 
which  being  agreed  on  they  prefent  to  the  magiflrates  to  be 
confidered,  who  may  give  their  confent  or  diffent. 

No  law  is  made  without  the  confent  of  the  major  part  of 
the  magiftrates  and  the  greater  number  of  the  deputies. 
The  governor  hath  a cafting  vote  in  all  courts  and  affem- 
bles,  can  call  a general  court,  or  any  other  court  or  council 
at  his  pleafure. 

The  executive  power  is  in  the  governor  and  council, 
whereof  feven  men  make  a quorum,  the  governor  or  deputy 
governor  to  be  one.  But  when  bufineffe  is  urgent  then 
the  a6i;s  of  fo  many  as  do  affemble  are  accounted  valid  and 
fufficient,  and  can  impreffe  foldiers,  feamen,  fhips,  all  man- 
ner of  ammunition  and  provifion,  and  all  other  neceffaries, 
and  give  warrant  to  the  treafurer  to  make  payment  for  the 
fame. 

The  council  fits  twice  a weeke  conftantly,  and  is  fummoned 
at  the  pleafure  of  the  governor,  and  oftener  if  need  be. 

There  be  two  courts  of  affiftants  yearly  kept  at  Bofton  by 
the  governor,  deputy  governor  and  the  reft  of  the  magif- 
trates, upon  the  firft  Tuefday  in  March  and  September,  to 
hear  and  determine  all  addons  of  appeal  from  inferiour  courts, 
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and  all  capitall  and  criminall  caufes  extending  to  life,  mem- 
ber or  banifhment. 

There  are  alfo  county  courts  held  in  feverall  townes  of 
the  colony  upon  fet  dayes  by  fuch  magiflrates  as  the  generall 
court  fhall  appoint,  for  to  heare  and  determine  all  caufes 
civill  and  criminall,  not  extending  to  life,  member  or  ban- 
ifliment.  To  make  and  conflitute  needfull  officers,  and  to 
fummon  juries  of  inqueft,  tyme  of  holding  faid  courts 
alwaies  on  Tuefdays. 

The  governor  and  deputy  governor  jointly  agreeing,  or 
any  3 magiflrates  confenting,  have  power  to  reprieve  a con- 
demned perfon  till  the  next  generall  court. 

Every  magiflrate  is  a juftice  of  the  peace,  and  can  deter- 
mine any  caufe  under  40^'.  can  commit  to  prifon  and  punifli 
offenders  for  breach  of  lawes  and  impofe  fines  according  to 
difcretion. 

The  fecretary  of  the  councill  fignes  all  warrants  for  the 
execution  of  perfons,  fitting  the  generall  court  or  court  of 
affiflants. 

The  governor  and  magiflrates  at  all  courts,  meetings  and 
affemblies,  have  a public  table  kept  and  their  neceflary 
expences  born  at  the  charge  of  the  country. 

And  for  keeping  all  perfons  in  perfedl  obedience  to  their 
authority,  it  is  enadled,  that  whofoever  shall  revile  the  perfon 
of  any  magiftrate  or  minifter,  or  fhall  defame  any  court  of 
juftice  or  the  fentence  or  proceedings  of  the  fame,  or  the 
judges  of  any  fuch  court  in  refpeft  of  any  a6l  or  fentence 
therein  paffed,  fhall  be  punifhed  by  whipping,  fine,  imprif- 
onment,  disfranchifement  or  baniftiment,  as  the  quality  or 
meafure  of  the  offence  fhall  deferve. 
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And  whofoever  fhall  confpire  and  attempt  any  invafion, 
infurreftion,  or  publick  rebellion  againft  the  commonwealth, 
or  fhall  endeavour  to  furprife  any  town  or  fort,  or  fhall 
treacheroufly  and  perfidioufly  attempt  the  alteration  and 
fubverfion  of  the  frame  of  pollicy  or  government  funda- 
mental! he  fhall  be  put  to  death. 

And  as  a marke  of  foveraignty  they  coin  mony  ftamped 
with  infcription  Mattachufets  and  a tree  in  the  center,  on 
the  one  fide,  and  New  England,  with  the  year  1652  and  the 
value  of  the  piece  on  the  reverfe.  Their  money  is  of  the 
flandard  of  England  for  finenefTe,  the  fliillings  weigh  three 
pennyweight  troy,  in  value  of  Englifh  money  ninepence 
farthing,  and  the  fmaller  coins  proportionable.  Thefe  are 
the  current  monies  of  the  colony  and  not  to  be  tranfported 
thence,  except  twenty  fliillings  for  neceffary  expences,  on 
penalty  of  confifcation  of  the  whole  vifible  eftate  of  the 
tranfporters. 

All  the  money  is  flamped  with  thefe  figures,  1652,  that 
year  being  the  aera  of  the  commonwealth,  wherein  they 
erefted  themfelves  into  a free  ftate,  enlarged  their  domin- 
ions, fubjedted  the  adjacent  colonies  under  their  obedience, 
and  fummoned  deputies  to  fit  in  the  generall  court,  which 
year  is  ftill  commemorated  on  their  coin. 

All  commiffions  are  made  in  the  name  of  the  governor, 
with  the  confent  of  the  councill,  but  all  paffes  for  fliips 
and  certificates  are  in  the  name  of  the  governor  only,  in 
thefe  formes. 

Commiffion. 

John  Leverett,  Efq ; Governor  of  the  Maffachufets  jurif- 
didtion  in  N.  E.  with  confent  of  the  councill. 
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To  A.  B.  Captain. 

Whereas  you  are  chofen  and  appointed  to  be  captain  to  a 
foot  company  under  the  command  of  C.  D.,  generall  and 
commander  of  the  forces  now  to  be  fent  forth  in  the  expe- 
dition againfl  the  treacherous  barbarous  enemies:  Thefe 
are  therefore  to  will  and  require  you  to  take  care  and 
charge  of  the  faid  company  as  their  captain  and  diligently 
to  attend  the  fame  charge  of  exercifing  the  inferior  officers 
and  foldiers,  and  with  your  beft  fkill  and  indeavour  to  pur- 
fue,  kill  and  deftroy  the  faid  enemy,  commanding  your 
company  to  obey  you  as  their  captain  for  the  fervice  of 
the  countrey ; and  you  to  obferve  and  obey  all  fuch  orders 
and  diredlions  as  from  time  to  time  you  ffiall  receave  from 
your  fuperiour  officers,  the  general,  the  councill,  or  generall 
court  of  the  Maffachufets  jurifdidlion  in  New  England.  At 
Bodon,  I3^^  June  1676. 

Sealed  with  the  feal  of  the  colony. 

Paffe. 

To  all  to  whom  thefe  prefents  ffiall  come.  Greeting. 

I John  Leverett,  Efq;  governor  of  his  Majefty’s  colony  of 
the  Maffachufets  in  New-England,  doe  teftify  and  make 
known  that  J.  W.  Mafter  or  Commander  of  the  Sarah  frigat 
hath  appeared  before  me  and  declared  by  folemn  oath  that 
faid  ffiip  or  veffel  of  which  he  is  at  prefent  mafter  or  com- 
mander, containing  about  one  hundred  tons,  doth  belong  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  London,  within  the  dominions 
of  his  moft  ferene  and  mighty  prince  the  King  of  England, 
Scotland,  France  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the  faith.  So  help 
him  God.  And  in  regard  it  will  be  mofl  acceptable  unto 
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me  that  the  faid  mafler  or  commander  be  affifted  in  his  juft 
and  lawfull  affairs,  I doe  requeft  you  and  every  of  you, 
wherefoever  the  faid  matter  or  commander  fliall  arrive  with 
his  fhip,  and  the  goods  laden  on  board  and  carryed  in  her, 
that  you  would  be  pleafed  to  receave  him  courteoufly,  ufe 
him  kindly,  and  admit  him  upon  paying  the  lawfull  and 
ufuall  cuflomes  and  other  duties,  to  enter  into,  remain  in, 
and  pafTe  from  your  port,  river  and  dominions,  and  there  to 
enjoy  all  kind  of  right  of  navigation,  traffick  and  commerce, 
in  all  places  where  he  fhall  thinke  fit,  which  I fliall  mofl 
willingly  and  readily  acknowledge  upon  all  occafions.  In 
teftimony  and  confirmation  whereof  I have  with  my  hand 
figned  thefe  prefents,  and  caufed  them  to  be  fealed  with  the 
publick  feal  of  the  colony  above-written.  Dated  in  Bofton, 
April  29.  1676,  and  28th  year  of  his  Majeflies  reign. 

Second  Enquiry.  What  lawes  and  ordinances  are  now 
in  force  there  derogatory  or  contrary  to  thofe  of  England, 
and  what  oath  is  prefcribed  by  the  government } 

The  lawes  and  ordinances  made  in  that  colony  are  no 
longer  obferved  than  as  they  ftand  with  their  convenience. 
The  magiftrates  not  fo  ftriftly  minding  the  letter  of  the  law 
when  their  publick  interefl  is  concerned,  in  all  cafes  more 
regarding  the  quality  and  affedlion  of  the  perfons  to  their 
government  than  the  nature  of  their  offence.  They  fee  no 
evill  in  a church  member,  and  therefore  it  is  very  difficult  to 
get  any  fentence  or  verdidl  againfl  him,  tho’  in  the  fmallefh 
matters. 

No  law  is  in  force  or  efteeme  there  but  fuch  as  are  made 
by  the  generall  court,  and  therefore  it  is  accounted  a breach 
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of  their  privileges  and  a betraying  of  the  liberties  of  their 
commonwealth  to  urge  the  obfervation  of  the  lawes  of  Eng- 
land or  his  Majeflies  commands. 

The  lawes  moft  derogatory  and  contradiftory  to  thofe  of 
England. 

All  perfons  of  the  age  of  21  years,  being  excommunicate 
or  condemned,  have  liberty  to  make  wills  and  difpofe  of 
lands  and  eftates. 

In  capital  cafes,  difmembering  or  banifhment ; where  no 
law  is  made  by  the  generall  court,  or  in  cafe  of  defedl  of  a 
law  in  any  particular  cafe,  the  offender  to  be  tryed  by  the 
word  of  God  and  be  judged  by  the  generall  court. 

Minifters  are  ordained  by  the  people,  and  no  injunction 
to  be  put  upon  any  church  officer  or  member,  in  point 
of  doCtrine,  worfhip  or  difcipline,  whether  for  fubftance  or 
circumftance,  befides  the  inftitution  of  the  Lord. 

Whoever  fhall  obferve  chriftmaffe  day,  or  the  like  feftiv- 
ity,  by  forbearing  to  labour,  feafting  or  other  way  fhall  pay 
^s.,  and  whofoever  fhall  not  refort  to  their  meeting  upon  the 
Lord’s  day  and  fuch  days  of  faffing  and  Thankfgiving  as  fhall 
be  appointed  by  authority,  fhall  pay  55-.,  no  days  commanded 
by  the  lawes  of  England  to  be  obferved  or  regarded.^'^^ 

No  perfon  fhall  be  impreffed  or  compelled  to  ferve  in  any 
wars  but  fuch  as  fhall  be  enterprized  by  that  commonwealth, 

by 

Under  the  adminiftration  of  Sir  uary,  1688-9,  in  M ajfachufetts  Hijlori- 
Edmund  Andros  the  fchool  and  fhops  in  cal  Society  CollePUons.,  Fourth  Series., 
Bolton  were  clofed  by  order  of  govern-  Vol.  VIII.  p.  369.  “And  the  fhutting 
ment  on  Chriftmas,  notwithftanding  the  up,  Ihops  on  Xlmas  day,  & driving  the 
declaration  of  liberty  of  confcience  of  mr  out  of  the  fchool  on  Xfmas  Holy- 
James  II.  See  letter  of  Rev.  Jofhua  daies  are  very  grievous.” 

Moody  to  Rev.  Increafe  Mather,  8 Jan- 
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by  the  confent  of  a generall  court,  or  by  authority  derived 
from  them. 

No  perfon  whatfoever  fhall  joine  any  perfons  in  marriage 
but  a magiflrate,  it  being  an  honorable  ordinance  and  there- 
fore fhould  be  accordingly  follemnized. 

All  perfons  profeffing  the  true  chriflian  religion  that 
fhall  fly  to  them  for  fuccour  from  tyranny  or  oppreflion  of 
their  perfecutors,  or  for  any  neceffary  or  compulfory  caufe, 
they  fhall  be  entertained  and  protected  amongfl:  them  ac- 
cording to  that  power  and  prudence  God  fliall  give  them. 
By  which  law  Whalley  and  Goffe  and  other  traytors  were 
kindly  receaved  and  entertained  by  Mr.  Gookins  and  other 
magiftrates. 

Whofoever  fhall  be  in  the  poffeffion  of  any  land  5 years, 
altho’  the  grant  of  faid  land  was  to  another,  and  the  poffeffor 
have  nothing  to  fhew  for  the  alienation  thereof  but  his 
poffeffion,  the  poffeffor  fliall  have  the  land  confirmed  to 
him. 

No  oath  fliall  be  urged  or  required  to  be  taken  by  any 
perfon  but  fuch  oath  as  the  generall  court  hath  confidered 
allowed  and  required. 

The  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy  are  neither  taken 
by  the  magiftrates  nor  required  to  be  taken  by  the  inhabit- 
ants, only  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  government  is  impofed 
upon  all  perfons  as  well  ftrangers  as  inhabitants,  upon  the 
penalty  of  5/.  for  every  week  they  fhall  refufe  the  faid 
oath.^^^ 

The 
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The  oath  of  a ftranger. 

You  A.  B.  doe  acknowledge  yourfelfe  fubjedl  to  the  lawes 
of  this  jurifdidlion  during  your  refidence  under  this  govern- 
ment, and  doe  fwear  by  the  great  name  of  the  everliving 
God  to  engage  yourfelfe  to  be  true  and  faithfull  to  the  fame, 
and  not  to  plot  contrive  or  conceal  anything  that  is  to  the 
hurt  or  detriment  thereof.  So  help  you  God. 

The  oath  of  an  inhabitant. 

Whereas  I A.  B.  am  an  inhabitant  within  this  jurifdic- 
tion,  confidering  how  I ftand  obliged  to  the  king’s  majeffie 
his  heirs  and  fucceffors  by  our  charter,  and  the  government 
eftablifhed  thereby,  doe  fwear  accordingly  by  the  great  and 
dreadful  name  of  the  ever  living  God,  that  I will  bear  faith 
and  true  allegiance  to  our  fovereign  lord  the  king  his  heirs 
and  fucceffors,  and  that  I will  be  true  and  faithfull  to  the 
government  and  accordingly  yield  affiftance  thereunto  with 
my  perfon  and  eftate  as  in  equity  I am  bound ; and  will  alfo 
truly  endeavour  and  preferve  and  maintain  all  the  liberties 
and  privileges  thereof,  fubmitting  myfelfe  unto  the  whole- 
fome  lawes  made  and  eftablifhed  by  the  fame;  and  further, 
that  I will  not  plot  or  pradlice  any  evil  againft  it,  or  confent 
to  any  that  fhall  fo  doe,  but  will  truely  difcover  and  reveal 
the  fame  to  lawful  authority  now  here  eftablifhed  for  the 
fpeedy  preventing  thereof.  So  help  me  God  in  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift. 

Thefe  and  other  oaths  are  taken  by  holding  up  the  hand 
and  not  by  laying  the  hand  upon  the  booke. 
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Third  Enquiry.  What  number  of  church  members,  free- 
men, inhabitants,  planters,  fervants  or  flaves  there  are,  of 
what  profeflion  and  eftates,  and  how  many  of  them  men 
able  to  bear  armes? 

The  magiflrates  and  all  other  officers  in  the  civil  govern- 
ment or  in  any  place  of  profit  or  advantage  are  church 
members,  and  confequently  freemen,  but  the  number  of  the 
church  members  and  freemen  compared  with  the  reft  of  the 
inhabitants  (who  are  termed  the  diflenting  party)  is  very 
inconfiderable,  not  being  reckoned  above  one  fixth  part; 
the  moft  wealthy  perfons  of  all  profeftions  being  men  of 
good  principles  and  well  affefted  to  his  Majeftie.  It  is 
nothing  but  intereft  and  defigne  that  draws  moft  of  the 
people  into  their  church  memberffiip  and  to  think  well  of 
that  religion  and  government  they  thrive  under. 

The  inhabitants  within  this  government,  including  Hamp- 
fhire  and  Main,  are  computed  to  be  upwards  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  fouls. 

The  chief  profeftions  are  merchants  who  are  principally 
feated  at  Bofton,  Salem,  Charleftown,  and  Portfmouth,  and 
wealthy  fhopkeepers  or  retailers,  who  dwell  in  moft  towns  of 
the  colony,  and  get  good  eftates.  There  are  rich  men  of 
all  callings  and  profeftions,  and  all  mechanical  arts  and  occu- 
pations thrive  well. 

The  farmers  are  numerous  and  wealthy,  live  in  good 
houfes,  are  given  to  hofpitality,  and  make  good  advantage 
by  their  corn,  cattle,  poultry,  butter  and  cheefe. 

There  are  about  30  merchants  that  are  efteemed  worth 
from  ten  to  twenty  thoufand  pounds ; moft  have  confider- 
able  eftates  and  very  great  trades,  and  are  an  induftrious 

and 
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and  thriving  people.  There  are  no  fervants  but  upon  hired 
wages,  except  fome  few  who  ferve  four  yeares  for  the  charge 
of  being  tranfported  thither  by  their  maflers,  and  not  above 
200  flaves  in  the  colony,  and  thofe  are  brought  from  Guinea 
and  Madagafcar. 

There  are  men  able  to  bear  armes  between  30  and  40.000 
and  in  the  town  of  Bofton  is  computed  about  4000.^^^ 

Fourth  Enquiry.  What  number  of  horfe  and  foot,  and 
whether  they  be  trained  bands  or  ftanding  forces,  and  what 
old  and  experienced  officers  they  have  amongft  them  ? 

They  have  no  ftanding  army,  but  their  trained  bands  are 
twelve  troops  of  horfe  and  fix  thoufand  foot;  each  troop 
confifting  of  60  horfe  befides  officers,  are  all  well  mounted 
and  compleatly  armed  with  back,  breaft,  headpiece,  buffe  coat, 
fword,  carbine  and  piflols,  each  troop  diftinguifhed  by  their 
coats.  The  foot  alfo  are  very  well  furnifhed  with  fwords, 
mulkets,  and  bandaliers.  There  are  no  pikemen,  they  being 
of  no  ufe  in  the  warrs  with  the  Indians.  The  late  warrs  have 
hardened  their  infantry,  made  them  good  firemen,  and  taught 
them  the  ready  ufe  of  their  armes.  The  pay  in  time  of  war 
to  a captain  of  horfe  is  6/.  per  month,  to  a captain  of  foot  4/. 
to  a common  foldier  one  fhilling  a day  befides  viftuals,  and 
in  time  of  peace  the  officers  have  an  allowance  for  their 
expences  upon  the  days  of  mufter.  The  prefent  governor 
Mr.  Leverett  is  the  only  old  foldier  in  the  colony,  he  ferved 
in  the  late  rebellion,  under  the  ufurper  Oliver  Cromwell,  as 
a captain  of  horfe.  The  governor  of  the  colony  is  always 
generall,  and  out  of  the  reft  of  the  magiftrates  is  chofen 
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the  major-generall ; they  are  places  of  good  profit  and  no 
danger,  they  may  flay  at  home  and  fhare  the  fpoyle,  while 
younger  men  command  the  army  in  the  field  againft  the 
enemy. 

Fifth  Enquiry.  What  caflles  and  forts  are  in  New-Eng- 
land,  and  how  fcituated,  and  what  flore  of  provifions  are  they 
furnifhed  withall? 

Three  miles  from  Bofton,  upon  a fmall  ifland,  there  is  a 
caftle  of  flone  lately  built  and  in  good  repair,  with  four  baf- 
tions  and  mounted  with  38  guns,  16  whole  culverin,  com- 
modioufly  feated  upon  a rifing  ground  60  paces  from  the 
water  fide,  under  which  at  high  water  marke  is  a fmall  flone 
battery  of  6 guns,  thefe  command  all  the  veflels  failing  up 
and  down  the  channel  of  Boflon.  There  is  fix  fathom 
water  by  the  caftle,  and  no  good  going  up  any  other  way. 
The  prefent  commander  is  one  Capt.  Clap,  an  old  man,  his 
falary  50/.  per  ann.  There  belong  to  it  fix  gunners,  each 
10/.  per  ann.  No  foldiers  are  there,  and  feldom  above  the 
captain  and  one  gunner,  who  upon  fight  of  any  veffel  com- 
ing up  fet  up  his  Majeflies  flag,  the  only  demonftration  of 
his  Majeflies  authority  in  thofe  parts,  to  which  all  veffels  are 
to  flrike,  and  none  are  to  faile  out  from  Boflon  but  they 
mufl  fend  their  paffe  to  the  captain,  which  is  figned  by  the 
governor,  for  which  is  paid  \od.  and  if  it  be  a bill  of  health 
\\d.  There  is  a fmall  brick  fort  lately  made  at  the  fouth 
end  of  Boflon,  with  two  tyre  of  guns,  6 in  each,  as  it  is 

made 
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made  it  is  of  little  ufe,  no  officers  or  foldiers  belong  to  it. 
One  platforme  on  the  north  fide  of  the  towne,  commanding 
the  river  to  Charleftown,  made  of  loofe  ftones  and  turfe, 
mounted  with  5 demy  culverin,  two  fmall  guns,  no  officers. 

There  is  a fmall  fort  at  Marblehead,  upon  a neck  of  land 
going  up  to  the  bay  of  Boffon,  but  of  little  ufe. 

And  upon  the  weffcern  poynt  of  Great  Ifland,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  of  Pafcataway,  is  a fmall  fort  in  good  repair,  very 
commodioufly  feated  and  mounted  with  5 guns,  formerly 
built  by  John  Mafon,  Efq;  from  this  river  come  the  mafls 
and  plankes  for  England.  Every  veffel  above  20  tuns,  not 
belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  colony,  payes,  per  tun, 

pound  of  powder,  or  9 pence  in  money,  which  amounts  to 
a confiderable  ftock. 

There  are  in  the  publick  ftores  commonly  1000  barrels  of 
powder,  with  other  ammunition  and  armes  proportionable, 
befides  6000  small  armes  lately  come  from  England. 

At  Dorchefler,  7 miles  from  Boflon,  is  a powder  mill  in 
good  repair,  well  wrought.  There  is  in  the  country  great 
quantities  of  faltpeter,  efpecially  upon  iflands  where  foule 
frequent,  and  in  fwamps  where  pigeons  rooft.  The  powder 
is  as  good  and  ftrong  as  the  beft  Englifh  powder;  the  m after 
of  the  worke  is  one  Everfden,  formerly  of  Battles  in  Suffex. 

Great  guns  have  formerly  been  caft  in  the  country,  but 
none  at  prefent,  the  undertakers  quarrelling  among  them- 
felves,  and  fo  the  workes  fell. 

There  is  a great  plenty  of  iron  oare,  and  as  good  iron 
made  as  any  in  Spain.  There  are  fix  forges  for  making  of 
iron  in  that  colony. 

The  town  of  Boflon,  the  metropolis  of  the  colony  and  ref- 
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idence  of  the  governor  and  councill  is  feated  upon  a penin- 
fula,  which  with  a fmall  charge  might  be  made  very  ftrong, 
being  incompafled  by  the  fea,  except  a fmall  neck  of  land  of 
100  rods  at  low  water,  but  not  20  at  high.  The  town  con- 
tains about  2000  houfes,  moft  built  with  tymber  and  covered 
with  fliingles  of  cedar,  as  are  moft  of  the  houfes  in  the  coun- 
try, fome  few  are  brick  buildings  and  covered  with  tyles. 

Sixth  Enquiry.  What  are  the  reputed  boundaries  and 
contents  of  land  ? 

The  ancient  bounds  of  the  Maffachufets  colony  was  not 
above  20  miles  upon  the  fea  coafl,^^^  but  the  prefent  limits  are 
as  large  as  that  government  pleafe  to  make  them,  having 
fome  years  fmce  taken  in  the  two  intire  provinces  of  Hamp- 
fhire  and  Mayne,  by  them,  now  called  after  other  names 
and  divided  into  4 counties,  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Middlefex  and 
Yorkfhire,  betides  feveral  confiderable  townes  in  the  other 
colonies  of  New  Plymouth  and  Connedficut;  for  the  Maffa- 
chufets, having  the  preheminence  in  trade,  ftrength  and 
riches,  take  the  liberty  to  clayme  as  far  as  theire  convenience 
and  intereft  diredfs,  never  wanting  a pretext  of  right  to  any 
place  that  is  commodious  for  them,  declaring  they  doe  not 
know  the  boundaries  of  their  commonwealth. 

And  tho’  his  Majeflies  commiffioners,  in  the  year  1665, 
did  fettle  the  limits  of  feverall  colonies,  efpecially  the  prov- 
inces of  Hampfhire  and  Main,  and  declared  to  the  inhab- 
itants that,  by  his  Majefties  commiffion  and  authority,  they 
were  taken  off  from  the  government  of  the  Maffachufets, 
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to  the  generall  fatisfa6lion  and  rejoycing  of  the  people, 
and  did  conftitute  juftices  of  the  peace  and  other  officers 
(with  the  approbation  of  the  proprietors)  to  adi  and  govern 
according  to  the  lawes  of  England,  and  by  fuch  lawes 
of  their  owne  as  were  not  repugnant  thereunto,  untill  his 
Majeffie  ffiould  take  further  order,  whereupon  his  Majeftie, 
by  his  declaration  to  the  corporation  of  Boflon^^^  of  the  loth 
of  Aprill  1666,  did  approve  of  the  adlings  and  proceeding 
of  his  faid  commiffioners,  and  did  command  that  noe  altera- 
tion ffiould  be  made,  either  in  the  boundaries  or  government 
of  thofe  colonies,  and  that  all  determinations  made  by  faid 
commiffioners  ffiould  be  obferved  and  continue  untill  his 
Majeftie  ffiould  make  his  own  finall  determination,  yet 
nevertheleffe,  noe  fooner  were  his  Majefties  commiffioners 
returned  for  England,  but  Mr.  Leveret,  the  prefent  gov- 
ernor, Mr.  Ting  and  Captain  Pike,  and  fome  others  entred 
thefe  provinces  in  an  hoftile  manner,  with  horfe  and  foot,  and 
fubverted  the  government  there  fettled  by  the  commiffion- 
ers, imprifoned  feverall  perfons,  and  compelled  the  inhab- 
itants to  fubmit  to  their  ufurpations.  And  thus  taking  all 
opportunities  and  advantages  to  improve  their  dominions 
and  authority,  the  jurifdidlion  of  the  Maffachufets  is  fwelled 
into  a very  large  territory. 

Seventh  Enquiry.  What  correfpondehce  doe  they  keep 
with  their  neighbours  the  French,  and  the  government  of 
New  Yorke? 

The  French,  upon  the  laft  treaty  of  peace  concluded  be- 
tween the  two  crowns  of  England  and  France,  had  Nova 

Scotia, 
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Scotia,  now  called  Acadie,  delivered  up  to  them,  to  the 
great  difcontent  and  murmuring  of  the  government  of  Bof- 
ton,  that  his  Majeflie,  without  their  'knowledge  or  confent, 
fhould  part  with  a place  fo  profitable  to  them,  from  whence 
they  drew  great  quantities  of  beaver  and  other  peltry, 
befides  the  fifhing  for  cod.  NeverthelefTe,  the  people  of 
Bofton  have  continued  a private  trade  with  the  French 
and  Indians  inhabiting  thofe  parts  for  beaver-fkins  and 
other  commodities,  and  have  openly  kept  on  their  fifliing 
upon  the  faid  coaft,  tho’  often  forbid  by  the  French  Kings 
lieftenant  in  Acadie  lafl  year. 

Monfieur  La  Bourn,  governor  for  the  French  King  there, 
upon  pretence  of  fome  affronts  and  injuries  offered  him  by 
the  government  of  Bofton,  did  flriflly  inhibit  the  inhab- 
itants any  trade  with  the  Englifli,  and  moreover  layd  an 
impofition  of  400  codfifh  upon  every  veffel  that  fhould  fifli 
upon  the  coafts,  and  fuch  as  refufed  had  their  fifli  and  pro- 
vifions  feized  on  and  taken  away. 

The  French  have  held  a civill  correfpondence  with  the 
inhabitants  of  Hampfhire  and  Main  and  Duke’s  province, 
tho’  the  government  of  Bofton,  on  all  occafions,  is  impofing 
upon  the  French,  and  incouraging  an  interloping  trade, 
which  caufes  jealoufies  and  feares  in  the  inhabitants  border- 
ing upon  Acadie,  that  the  French  will,  fome  tyme  or  other, 
fuddainly  fall  upon  them,  to  the  breach  of  the  nationall 
peace.  The  government  of  the  Maffachufets  hath  a perfect 
hatred  for  the  French,  becaufe  of  their  too  near  neighbour- 
hood, and  Ioffe  of  their  trade,  and  looke  upon  them  with  an 
evill  eye,  beleeving  they  have  had  a hand  in  the  late  warre 
with  the  Indians. 
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As  for  New  Yorke,  there  were  feverall  things  in  matters 
of  trade  which  occalioned  a difference  between  the  two  gov- 
ernments, which  at  length  rofe  fo  high  that  it  came  to  a 
flop  of  trade,  the  Governor  of  New  Yorke  not  permitting 
any  European  goods  to  be  imported  into  that  colony  from 
Boflon,  that  had  not  the  certificate  or  other  fufficient  proof 
to  have  paid  cuflom  in  England,  which  hath  ever  fince  occa- 
fioned  a mifunderflanding  between  them. 

In  the  late  Indian  warre,  the  government  of  Boflon  did 
greatly  complain  of  Fort  Albany,  that  from  thence  the  In- 
dians were  fupplied  with  armes  and  ammunition,  and  were 
incouraged  to  begin  and  profecute  the  warre,  but  this  great 
outcry  is  judged  by  the  wifer  and  fober  fort  of  people  to 
be  without  any  jufl  caufe,  but  rather  a report  raifed  out  of 
malice  and  envy ; for  the  government  of  the  Maffachufets 
love  no  government  that  is  not  like  their  own,  and  therefore 
they  were  more  kind  and  friendly  to  the  Dutch  (even  in 
tyme  of  warre)  when  they  were  poffeffed  of  New  Yorke, 
than  they  are  to  their  countrymen  the  Englifh.  However, 
the  governor  of  New  Yorke  hath  proved  very  ferviceable  to 
the  Maffachufets  in  this  warre,  and  had  the  magiflrates  of 
Boflon  either  conferred  with  or  hearkened  to  the  advice  of 
Colonel  Androfs,  the  Indian  warre  had  either  been  diverted 
or  proved  leffe  deflrudlive ; for  he  offered  and  would  have 
engaged  the  Mowhawkes  and  Maquot  Indians  to  have  fallen 
upon  the  Sachem  Philip  and  his  confederates,  but  his 
friendly  advice  and  offers  were  flig  hted.^^^  Nevertheleffe, 
Colonel  Androfs,  out  of  his  duty  to  his  Majeftie,  kept  the 
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aforefaid  Indians  from  taking  any  part  with  the  Sachim 
Philip. 

Eighth  Enquiry.  What  hath  been  the  originall  caufe 
of  the  prefent  warre  with  the  natives  What  are  the  ad- 
vantages or  difadvantages  arifing  thereby  and  will  probably 
be  the  End  } 

Various  are  the  reports  and  conjeftures  of  the  caufes  of 
the  prefent  Indian  warre.  Some  impute  it  to  an  imprudent 
zeal  in  the  magiftrates  of  Boflon  to  chriflianize  thofe  hea- 
then before  they  were  civilized  and  injoyning  them  the 
ftridt  obfervation  of  their  lawes,  which  to  a people  fo  rude 
and  licentious,  hath  proved  even  intollerable,  and  that  the 
more,  for  that  while  the  magiftrates,  for  their  profit,  put  the 
lawes  feverely  in  execution  againft  the  Indians,  the  people, 
on  the  other  fide,  for  lucre  and  gain,  intice  and  provoke  the 
Indians  to  the  breach  thereof,  efpecially  to  drunkenneffe,  to 
which  thofe  people  are  fo  generally  addicted  that  they  will 
flrip  themfelves  to  their  fkin  to  have  their  fill  of  rume  and 
brandy,  the  Maffachufets  having  made  a law  that  every 
Indian  drunke  fhould  pay  los.  or  be  whipped,  according  to 
the  difcretion  of  the  magifirate.  Many  of  thefe  poor  people 
willingly  offered  their  backs  to  the  lafli  to  fave  their  money ; 
whereupon,  the  magiftrates  finding  much  trouble  and  no 
profit  to  arife  to  the  government  by  whipping,  did  change 
that  punifhment  into  10  dayes  worke  for  fuch  as  could  not 
or  would  not  pay  the  fine  of  103*.  which  did  highly  incenfe 
the  Indians. 

Some  beleeve  there  have  been  vagrant  and  jefuiticall 
priefts,  who  have  made  it  their  bufineffe  for  fome  yeares 
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pafl,  to  goe  from  Sachim  to  Sachim,  to  exafperate  the 
Indians  againfl  the  Englifli  and  to  bring  them  into  a con- 
federacy, and  that  they  were  promifed  fupplies  from  France 
and  other  parts  to  extirpate  the  Englifh  nation  out  of  the 
continent  of  America.  Others  impute  the  caufe  to  fome 
injuries  offered  to  the  Sachim  Philip ; for  he  being  poffefTed 
of  a tradl  of  land  called  Mount  Hope,  a very  fertile,  pleafant 
and  rich  foyle,  fome  Englifh  had  a mind  to  difpoffeffe  him 
thereof,  who  never  wanting  one  pretence  or  other  to  attain 
their  end,  complained  of  injuries  done  by  Philip  and  his 
Indians  to  their  flock  and  cattle,  whereupon  Philip  was 
often  fummoned  before  the  magiftrate,  fometimes  imprif- 
oned,  and  never  releafed  but  upon  parting  with  a confid- 
erable  part  of  his  land. 

But  the  government  of  the  Maffachufets  (to  give  it  in 
their  own  words)  do  declare  thefe  are  the  great  evills  for 
which  God  hath  given  the  heathen  commiffion  to  rife 
againfl  them : The  wofull  breach  of  the  5th  command- 
ment, in  contempt  of  their  authority,  which  is  a fin  highly 
provoking  to  the  Lord : For  men  wearing  long  hayre  and 
perewigs  made  of  womens  hayre ; for  women  wearing  bor- 
ders of  hayre  and  for  cutting,  curling  and  laying  out  the 
hayre,  and  difguifing  themfelves  by  following  flrange  fafli- 
ions  in  their  apparell : For  profaneffe  in  the  people,  not 
frequenting  their  meetings,  and  others  going  away  before 
the  bleffing  be  pronounced : For  fuffering  the  Quakers  to 
live  amongft  them  and  to  fet  up  their  threfhholds  by  Gods 
threfholds,  contrary,  to  their  old  lawes  and  refolutions. 

With  many  fuch  reafons,  but  whatever  be  the  caufe,  the 
Englifh  have  contributed  much  to  their  misfortunes,  for  they 
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firft  taught  the  Indians  the  ufe  of  armes,  and  admitted  them 
to  be  prefent  at  all  their  muflers  and  trainings,  and  fhewed 
them  how  to  handle,  mend  and  fix  their  mufkets,  and  have 
been  furnifiied  with  all  forts  of  armes  by  permiffion  of  the 
government,  so  that  the  Indians  are  become  excellent  fire- 
men. And  at  Natick  there  was  a gathered  church  of  pray- 
ing Indians,  who  were  exercifed  as  trained  bands,  under 
officers  of  their  owne  ; thefe  have  been  the  mofl  barbarous 
and  cruel  enemies  to  the  Englifh  of  any  others.  Capt.  Tom, 
their  leader,  being  lately  taken  and  hanged  at  Bofton,  with 
one  other  of  their  chiefs. 

That  notwithflanding  the  ancient  law  of  the  country,  made 
in  the  year  1633,  that  no  perfon  fhould  fell  any  armes  or 
ammunition  to  any  Indian  upon  penalty  of  10/.  for  every 
gun,  5/.  for  a pound  of  powder,  and  40s.  for  a pound  of  fliot, 
yet  the  government  of  the  Maffachufets  in  the  year  1657, 
upon  defigne  to  monopolize  the  whole  Indian  trade  did  pub- 
lifh  and  declare  that  the  trade  of  furrs  and  peltry  with  the 
Indians  in  their  jurifdidlion  did  folely  and  properly  belong 
to  their  commonwealth  and  not  to  every  indifferent  perfon, 
and  did  enadl  that  no  perfon  fhould  trade  with  the  Indians 
for  any  fort  of  peltry,  except  fuch  as  were  authorized  by  that 
court,  under  the  penalty  of  100/.  for  every  offence,  giving 
liberty  to  all  fuch  as  fhould  have  licence  from  them  to  fell, 
unto  any  Indian,  guns,  fwords,  powder  and  fhot,  paying  to 
the  treafurer  3 fliillings^^^  for  each  gun  and  for  each  dozen  of 
fwords  ; 6d.  for  a pound  of  powder,  and  for  every  ten  pound 
of  fhot,  by  which  means  the  Indians  have  been  abundantly 
furnifhed  with  great  flore  of  armes  and  ammunition  to  the 
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utter  ruin  and  undoing  of  many  families  in  the  neighbour- 
ins:  colonies  to  inrich  fome  few  of  their  relations  and  church 

O 

members. 

No  advantage  but  many  difad  vantages  have  arifen  to  the 
Englifh  by  the  warre,  for  about  600  men  have  been  flaine 
and  12  captains,  mofl  of  them  brave  and  flout  perfons  and 
of  loyal  principles,  whileft  the  church  members  had  lib- 
erty to  stay  at  home  and  not  hazard  their  perfons  in  the 
wilderneffe. 

The  Ioffe  to  the  Englifh  in  the  feverall  colonies,  in  their 
habitations  and  flock,  is  reckoned  to  amount  to  150,000/. 
there  having  been  about  1200  houfes  burned,  8000  head  of 
cattle,  great  and  fmall,  killed,  and  many  thoufand  bufhels  of 
wheat,  peafe  and  other  grain  burned  (of  which  the  Mafla- 
chufets  colony  hath  not  been  damnifyed  one  third  part,  the 
great  Ioffe  falling  upon  New  Plymouth  and  Conneflicut 
colonies)^®®  and  upward  of  3000  Indians  men,  women  and 
children  deflroyed,  who  if  well  managed  would  have  been 
very  ferviceable  to  the  Englifh,  which  makes  all  manner  of 
labour  dear. 

The  warre  at  prefent  is  near  an  end,  for  the  Sachem 
Philip  not  being  able  to  fupport  his  party  or  confederates 
hath  left  them  to  make  the  beft  terms  they  can ; he  himfelf 
fkulking  in  the  woods  with  a fmall  party  of  two  or  three 
hundred  men ; being  in  defpair  of  making  his  peace.  In 
Plymouth  colony  the  Indians  furrender  themfelves  to  Gov. 
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Winflow,  upon  mercy,  and  bring  in  all  their  armes,  are 
wholly  at  his  difpofall,  except  life  and  tranfportation  ; but 
all  fuch  as  have  been  notorioufly  cruell  to  women  and  chil- 
dren, fo  foon  as  difcovered  they  are  to  be  executed  in  the 
fight  of  their  fellow  Indians. 

The  government  of  Bofton  have  concluded  a peace  upon 
thefe  termes. 

1.  That  there  be  henceforward  a firme  peace  between  the 
Indians  and  Englifh. 

2.  That  after  publication  of  the  articles  of  peace  by  the 
generall  court,  if  any  Englifli  fhall  willfully  kill  an  Indian, 
upon  due  proof,  he  fliall  dye,  and  if  an  Indian  kill  an  Eng- 
lifliman  and  efcape,  the  Indians  are  to  produce  him,  and  he 
to  paffe  tryall  by  the  Englifli  lawes. 

That  the  Indians  fliall  not  conceal  any  known  enemies 
to  the  Englifh,  but  fliall  difeover  them  and  bring  them  to 
the  Englifli. 

That  upon  all  occafions  the  Indians  are  to  ayd  and  affifl 
the  Englifli  againft  their  enemies,  and  to  be  under  Englifli 
command. 

That  all  Indians  have  liberty  to  fit  down  at  their  former 
habitations  without  let. 

Ninth  Enquiry.  What  are  the  commodities  of  the  pro- 
dudlion,  growth  and  manufadfure  of  the  country,  and  what 
are  thofe  imported  from  other  places,  and  particularly  how 
the  trade  and  navigation  is  carryed  on,  whether  diredlly  to 
and  from  England  or  otherwife,  what  number  of  fhips  do 
trade  thither  yearly,  and  of  what  burthen  they  are  and 
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where  built ; and  laflly,  what  notice  is  taken  of  the  aft  of 
navigation  ? 

The  commodities  of  the  produflion,  growth  and  manu- 
fadlure  of  New  England  are,  all  things  neceffary  for  fhipping 
and  naval  furniture  in  great  abundance,  as  excellent  oake, 
elme,  beech,  firre,  pines  for  malls  the  bell  in  the  world,  pitch, 
tarre,  hempe,  and  iron  not  inferior  to  that  of  Bilboa,  clap- 
boards, pipe  Haves,  plankes  and  dealboards,  fo  that  his 
Majellie  need  not  be  beholding  to  other  nations  for  naval 
ftores. 

It  abounds  with  horfes,  beefes,  Iheep,  hogs  and  goats, 
with  mighty  numbers  of  wild  bealls,  as  beaver,  otter,  moofe, 
deer.  Hags,  foxes,  mufqualh,  and  feverall  other  forts,  whofe 
Ikins  produce  great  profit  yearly.  Alfo  great  plenty  of 
wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats  and  peafe,  fruits  of  moH  kinds,  ef- 
pecially  apples,  whereof  they  make  great  quantities  of  excel- 
lent cider.  Filh  of  all  forts,  efpecially  cod,  mackarell  and 
herring,  which  are  very  large  and  fat.  Thefe  are  the  Haple 
commodities  and  are  exported. 

To  Virginia,  Jamaica  and  Maryland,  beef  and  porke  falted, 
peafe,  flower,  bifket  and  mault,  codfifh  and  fait  mackarell. 

To  Barbadoes,  Nevis,  St.  ChriHopher  and  other  ifiands, 
the  above  commodities,  together  with  horfes,  dealboards, 
pipeHaves,  and  houfes  ready  framed. 

To  Spain,  Portugall  and  the  Straights,  Maderas  and 
Canary  iflands,  fifh  and  timber,  pipeHaves  and  dealboards. 

To  England,  maHs  and  yards  for  fhips,  firre  and  oake 
plankes,  with  all  forts  of  peltry. 

The  commodities  imported  from  the  plantations  are  to- 
bacco, fugar,  indico,  cotton  wool,  ginger,  logwood,  fuHick, 
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cocao  and  rume,  the  which  are  again  tranfported  to  other 
parts. 

The  trade  and  navigation  is  carried  on  by  a generall  traf- 
fick  to  moft  parts  of  Europe,  as  England,  Scotland,  Ireland, 
Spain,  France,  Portugall,  Holland,  Canaries,  and  the  Hans 
townes,  carrying  to  each  place  fuch  commodities  as  are  ven- 
dible, either  of  their  own  growth  and  manufacture  or  thofe 
of  the  other  plantations,  and  doe  make  their  returns  in  fuch 
goods  as  are  neceffary  and  vendible  either  in  New  England, 
or  in  any  other  of  his  Majeflies  dominions  in  America ; as 
brandy,  Canary,  Spanifh  and  French  wines,  bullion,  fait, 
fruits,  oyles,  hikes,  laces,  linnen  of  all  forts,  cloath,  ferges, 
bayes,  kerfies,  ftockings,  and  many  other  commodities,  which 
they  diftribute  into  all  parts  of  the  Weft- In  dies ; fo  that 
there  is  little  left  for  the  merchants  refiding  in  England  to 
import  into  any  of  the  plantations,  thofe  of  New  England 
being  able  to  afford  their  goods  much  cheaper  than  fuch 
who  pay  the  cuftomes  and  are  laden  in  England.  By  which 
meanes  this  kingdome  hath  loft  the  beft  part  of  the  weftern 
trade,  there  being  very  little  exported  hence  but  only  fuch 
commodities  as  are  properly  the  produCt  and  manufacture 
of  England  and  cannot  be  had  in  other  parts. 

It  is  the  great  care  of  the  merchants  to  keep  their  fhips 
in  conftant  imploy,  which  makes  them  trye  all  ports  to  force 
a trade,  whereby  they  abound  with  all  forts  of  commodities, 
and  Bofton  may  be  efteemed  the  mart  town  of  the  Weft- 
Indies. 

There  are  fome  fhips  lately  fent  to  Guinea,  Madagafcar 
and  thofe  coafts,  and  fome  to  Scanderoon,  laden  with  mafts 
and  yards  for  fliips. 
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There  are  feverall  velTels  yearly  built  there  and  fold  in 
England  and  other  parts,  which  they  build  very  cheap. 

There  are  built  in  and  belong  to  that  jurifdidiion. 

Veffels  from 

There  are  about  30  mafter-builders  of  fhips,  and  fliip-car- 
penters  and  other  workmen  and  artificers  proportionable. 

The  chief  places  for  building  are  Bofton,  Charleftown, 
Salem,  Ipfwich,  Salifbury  and  Portfmouth.  Good  fhips  are 
built  for  foure  pounds  the  tun. 

There  is  no  notice  taken  of  the  aft  of  navigation,  planta- 
tion, or  any  other  lawes  made  in  England  for  the  regulation 
of  trade.  All  nations  having  free  liberty  to  come  into  their 
ports  and  vend  their  commodities,  without  any  reftraint ; and 
in  this  as  well  as  in  other  things,  that  government  would 
make  the  world  believe  they  are  a free  fiate  and  doe  aft  in 
all  matters  accordingly,  and  doe  prefume  to  give  paffports 
to  fhips,  not  only  belonging  to  that  colony  but  alfo  to 
England,  without  any  regard  to  thofe  rules  prefcribed  by 
his  Majeftie. 

Tenth  Enquiry.  What  are  the  taxes  and  fines  layd  upon 
the  country,  what  rates  and  duties  are  charged  upon  goods 
exported  and  imported,  what  publick  revenue  doth  arife  to 
the  government,  of  what  nature  it  is  and  how  and  by  whom 
it  is  collefted  and  exafted  ? 

The  taxes  layd  upon  the  country  and  duely  collefted  are. 

Poll-money.  Every  male  perfon  of  16  years  of  age  and 

upwards, 
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upwards,  both  inhabitant,  lodger,  child,  fervant  or  Have 
payes  yearly  one  fhilling  and  eight  pence  per  head. 

Land-tax.  Upon  all  eftates  reall  and  perfonall  there  is 
paid  yearely,  one  penny  for  every  twenty  Ihillings  value,  upon 
lands,  houfes,  mills,  fhips,  goods,  cattle,  and  all  other  known 
eftate,  whether  at  home  or  at  fea.  The  eflates  of  merchants 
and  fhop-keepers,  being  inhabitants,  are  rated  by  the  rule  of 
common  eflimation,  according  to  the  will  and  doome  of  the 
affeffors.  All  handicraftfmen  are  rated  for  their  returnes 
and  gaines  in  their  callings  proportionable  to  others.  Every 
merchant  ftranger’s  eftate  is  rated  and  payes  according  to 
the  cargo  he  brings  into  the  country. 

Law-fuits.  All  adlions  of  the  value  of  two  pounds  pay 
at  entry  10s.  of  ten  pounds,  15^.  of  twenty  pounds  and 
upwards,  20^*.  petitions  to  the  court  to  obtain  a debt  or 
favour  los.  Magiflrates  and  minifters  and  church  elders 
pay  no  pollmoney  or  other  taxes  upon  lands  or  perfonall 
eflates. 

Cufloms.  Upon  all  goods  imported  either  by  fea  or  land. 

All  goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes,  living  cattle  and  pro-  ^ d. 


vifions  doth  pay  for  every  hundred  pound  value  . . . 0100 

Fayall  wines  or  of  the  weftern  iflands,  per  tun 0100 

Madera  wine 0134 

Canary,  Sherry  and  Malaga  wine 100 

French  wines o 10  o 

Brandy  wine 200 

Every  fhip  of  200  tuns  and  upward  payes o 10  o 

And  fmall  veffels,  each  voyage 068 

Stranger’s  veffels  according  to  their  burth.  p.  tun  ...006 


Every  veffel  aboue  20  tuns  not  built  in  the  colony  payes 

each  voyage  half  a pound  of  powder  per  tun,  or  in  money  o 09 
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Excise.  Upon  all  liquors  retayled  in  publick  houfes,  cider,  ^ d. 


beer  & ale,  per  hogfhead 026 

Mumme,  the  hogfhead 050 

Vintners  and  retailers  of  wine  doe  pay  per  tun  ....500 
Brandy  and  all  ftrong  liquors  per  gallon 080 


All  publick  houfes  are  licenfed  by  the  magiftrates  and 
are  obliged  to  clear  their  accounts  of  excife  monthly,  upon 
oath. 

For  armes  and  ammunition  fold  to  the  Indians. 

For  each  gun 35.  For  powder  the  pound . . 6d. 

For  a dozen  fwords  ...  35.  For  fhot  every  ten  pound  . 6d, 

No  cuflom  upon  any  thing  exported  except  horfes,  which 
pay  6^. 

The  publick  revenue  of  the  colony  is  computed  to  be  up- 
wards of  20000/.^^^  and  is  difpofed  of  as  the  governor  and 
magiftrates  think  fit,  without  giving  any  account  to  the 
country,  by  which  meanes  whofoever  comes  into  the  magif- 
tracy  hath  an  opportunity  of  growing  rich  and  advancing 
his  relations ; it  being  exceeding  profitable  to  be  a magif- 
trate  of  that  corporation.  It  was  generally  believed  there 
was  a great  bank  of  money  in  the  treafury,  there  having 
been  large  fums  colledled  from  the  year  1652,  and  little 
occafion  of  publick  expence  befides  falaries  to  the  magiftrates 
and  other  officers,  and  maintaining  a publick  table : But, 
upon  occafion  of  a prefent  fupply  for  carrying  on  the  Indian 
warre,  it  was  defired  by  feverall  of  the  principall  inhabitants 

that 

“ Randolph  has  put  one  cypher  were  greatly  increafed,  but  not  the  rev- 
more  than  he  Ihould  have  done.  Tlieir  enue  in  any  proportion,  the  colony  be- 
annual  charges  never  rofe  to  £2.000  un-  ing  left  greatly  in  debt  which  was  not 
til  the  Indian  war,  then  indeed  they  paid  in  feveral  years,  H.” 
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that  monies  might  be  iffued  out  of  the  publick  treafury,  but 
upon  examination  it  appeared  that  ftock  had  been  otherwife 
difpofed  of  and  not  one  penny  to  be  found,  fo  that  for  the 
warre  50000/.  hath  been  rayfed  upon  that  colony.^^^ 

The  poll  money  and  land  taxes  are  payd  in  money,  and 
colledted  by  the  conftables  of  each  town.  The  cuftomes  are 
mofl:  commonly  payd  in  money,  or  the  beft  of  the  fpecie  at 
price  currant,  and  are  colledled  by  officers  purpofely  ap- 
pointed, the  prefent  colleftors  being  the  governor’s  fon  in 
law  and  the  late  treafurer’s  fon. 

The  excife  is  gathered  by  fuch  as  the  treafurer  deputes 
and  is  payd  in  money. 

There  is  a reafonable  quantitie  of  filver  money  in  the 
colony,  but  no  gold. 

Eleventh  Enquiry.  How  they  generally  ftand  affefled  to 
the  government  of  England,  what  perfons  are  mofl  popular 
and  at  prefent  in  the  magiflracy,  or  like  to  be  at  the  next 
election } 

The  inhabitants  are  generally  well  affefled  to  his  Majeflie 
and  his  government,  as  well  the  merchants  and  farmers  as  the 
meaner  traders  and  artificers,  who  groan  under  the  yoake  of 
the  prefent  government,  and  are  in  dayle  hopes  and  expe6fa- 
tions  of  a change,  by  his  Majeflies  reaffuming  the  authority 
and  fettling  a general  government  over  the  whole  country, 
without  which  it  is  feared  civill  warrs  will  in  a fhort  time 
breake  out  between  the  colonies,  the  government  of  the 
Maffachufets  dayly  impofing  and  incroaching  upon  their 

neighbours, 
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neighbours,  and  therefore  the  loyal  colonies  of  New  Ply- 
mouth, Conne6licot,  New  Hampfhire  and  Main,  feeing  thefe 
inconveniences  dayly  increafing  by  a divided  government, 
are  very  delirous  of  fubmitting  to  a general  governour  to  be 
effabliflied  by  his  Majeftie.^^^ 

Amongfl  the  magiftrates  fome  are  good  men  and  well 
affedled  to  his  Majeftie,  and  would  be  well  fatisfied  to  have 
his  Majeflies  authority  in  a better  manner  eftablifhed,  but 
the  major  part  are  of  different  principles,  having  been  in 
the  government  from  the  time  they  formed  themfelves  into 
a commonwealth.  Thefe  direft  and  manage  all  affaires  as 
they  pleafe,  of  which  number  are  Mr.  Leverett,  governour, 
Mr.  Symons,  deputy-governour,  Mr.  Danforth,  Mr.  Ting, 
Major  Clarke  and  Major  Hathorn,  ffill  continued  a magif- 
trate,  tho’  commanded  by  his  Majeffie  upon  his  allegiance 
to  come  into  England,  yet  refufed,  being  incouraged  in  his 
difobedience  by  a vote  of  the  court,  not  to  appear,  upon 
fome  reafons  beft  known  to  themfelves.  Thefe,  with  fome 
few  others  of  the  fame  fadlion,  keep  the  country  in  fubjec- 
tion  and  flavery,  backed  with  the  authority  of  a pretended 
charter.  Thefe  magiffrates  have  continually  difobeyed  his 
Majeflies  command  contained  in  his  royall  letters  1662,  64, 
65,  66,  and  thofe  of  March  lafl,  ever  referving  to  themfelves 
a power  to  alter,  evade  and  difannull  any  law  or  command 
not  agreeing  with  their  humour,  or  the  abfolute  authority  of 
their  government,  acknowledging  no  fuperior  or  admitting 
any  appeal  to  his  Majeffie,  whofe  armes  are  not  fet  up  in 
any  of  their  courts,  meetings  or  publick  affemblies. 

383  « ]^ot  one  man  in  a hundred  throughout  the  government  then  defired 
it.  H.” 
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The  moft  popular  and  well  principled  men  are  Major 
Denifon,  Mr.  Broadflreet  and  Mr.  Dudley,  in  the  magif- 
tracy;  and  of  military  men  Major  Savage,  Captains  Cur- 
win,  Saltonftall,  Brattle,  Richards,  Gillam,  Mofeley,  Majory, 
Champernoon,  Shapleigh,  Phillips,  with  many  others,  who 
only  wait  for  an  opportunity  to  expreffe  their  duty  to  his 
Majeflie. 

The  prefent  magiftrates  are  Mr.  Leverett,  governor,  Mr. 
Symons,  deputy  governor.  Major  Dennifon,  Mr.  Ting,  Dan- 
forth,  Bradftreet,  Hathorn,  Pynchon,  Stoughton,  Clarke, 
Dudley,  Ruffell  lately  dead. 

Whoever  are  in  the  magiflracy  doe  for  the  mofl  part  con- 
tinue till  death,  by  the  help  of  perfons  of  their  fadfion  and 
of  a law  commanding  that  at  every  new  eledtion  the  former 
magiftrates  be  firfl  put  to  vote,  upon  penalty  of  ten  pounds. 

The  clergy  are  for  the  mofl  part  very  civill  and  inclining 
to  his  Majefties  government,  being  held  in  fubjedtion  by  the 
ruling  elders,  who  govern  all  affairs  of  the  church. 

Twelfth  Enquiry.  What  is  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  eccle- 
fiafticall  government,  how  are  the  univerfities,  at  prefent, 
filled  and  by  whome  governed 

The  ecclefiafticall  government  is  in  the  hands  of  lay-eld- 
ers, thefe  being  the  lawes  and  conhitutions. 

No  perfon  is  permitted  to  gather  a church  without  the 
approbation  of  three  of  the  magiftrates  and  the  elders  of  the 
neighbour  churches. 

Every  church  hath  liberty  of  eledlion  and  ordination  of 
officers  and  minifters  to  exercife  all  the  ordinances  of  God, 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  Scripture.  To  celebrate  dales 

of 


256  Rdward  Randolph. 

of  fafting,  prayer  and  thankefgiving,  according  to  the  word 
of  God.  No  injunction  to  be  put  upon  any  church,  church 
officer,  or  member  in  point  of  dodtrine,  worfhip  or  difcipline, 
whether  for  fubflance  or  circumftance,  befides  the  inftitution 
of  the  Lord.  Hath  liberty  of  admiffion,  recommendation, 
difmiffion  and  expulfion  of  their  officers  and  members,  with 
free  exercife  of  the  difcipline  and  cenfures  of  Chrifl,  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  of  the  word. 

The  civill  authority  hath  power  to  fee  the  peace,  ordi- 
nances and  rules  of  Chrifl  obferved  in  every  church  and  to 
deal  with  any  church  member,  in  a way  of  civill  juflice,  not- 
withflanding  any  church  relation,  office  or  interefl. 

No  church  cenfure  fhall  degrade  or  depofe  any  man  from 
any  civill  dignity,  office  or  authority  he  fhall  have  in  the 
commonwealth. 

Whofoever  fhall  interrupt  any  minifter  in  his  preaching 
or  charging  him  with  any  error  he  hath  not  taught,  fliall 
pay  five  pounds. 

The  miniftry  in  Bofton  are  payd  by  a collection  weekly 
made  in  the  feverall  congregations,  by  the  elders,  who  give 
the  minifler  what  they  think  fit ; but  in  other  towns  they 
have  a fettled  maintenance  by  a rate  layed  on  every  inhabit- 
ant, and  houfes  are  provided  for  them. 

There  are  three  colledges  built  in  Cambridge,  one  with 
timber  at  the  charge  of  Mr.  Harvard  and  bears  his  name ; 
a fmall  brick  building  called  the  Indian  colledge,  where 
fome  few  Indians  did  ftudy,  but  now  it  is  a printing  houfe ; 
new-colledge,  built  at  the  publick  charge,  is  a fair  pile  of 
brick  building  covered  with  tiles,  by  reafon  of  the  late  In- 
dian warre  not  yet  finifhed.  It  contains  20  chambers  for 

fludents. 
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ftudents,  two  in  a chamber ; a large  hall,  which  ferves  for  a 
chappel ; over  that  a convenient  library,  with  fome  few 
bookes  of  the  ancient  fathers  and  fchool  divines,  but  in 
regard  divinity  is  the  generall  fludy,  there  are  many  Englifh 
bookes  of  the  late  non-conformifl  writers,  efpecially  Mr. 
Baxter  and  Dr.  Owen.  Here  they  teach  Hebrew  before 
they  well  underftand  Latin.  No  formalities  or  diftindlions 
of  habits,  or  other  decencies,  as  in  England,  much  lefle  thefe 
exhibitions  and  fupports  for  fchollars.  They  take  no  degrees 
above  matter  of  arts. 

Their  commencement,  kept  yearly  the  2d  of  Auguft,  in 
the  meeting-houfe,  where  the  governor  and  magittrates  are 
prefent,  attended  with  throngs  of  illiterate  elders  and  church 
members,  who  are  entertained  with  Englifli  fpeeches  and 
verfes.  Moft  of  the  ttudents  are  come  for  England,  and  at 
prefent  no  fettled  prefident,  but  one  Mr.  Oakes,  a rigid  inde- 
pendent, fupplies  the  place.  The  allowance  of  the  prefident 
is  100/.  per  ann.  and  a good  houfe.  There  are  but  4 fellow- 
fhips,  the  two  feniors  have  each  30/.  per  ann.  and  the  two 
juniors  15/.  but  no  diet  is  allowed  : There  are  tutors  to  all 
fuch  as  are  admitted  ftudents.  Mr.  Thomas  Graves,  an 
ingenious  and  worthy  perfon,  was  put  by  his  fellowfhip,  by 
the  late  Dr.  Hoar,  becaufe  he  would  not  renounce  the 
church  of  England.  The  government  of  thefe  colledges  is 
in  the  governor  and  magiftrates  of  the  Maffachufets  and 
the  prefident  of  the  colledge,  together  with  the  teaching 
elders  of  the  fix  adjacent  towns. 

As  to  the  colonies  of  New-Plymouth  and  Conneflicot,  it 

is  humbly  offered. 
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The  lawes  of  England  are  there  obferved  with  fuch  of 
their  own  as  are  not  contradidlory  thereunto.  The  oath  of 
allegiance  is  taken  by  every  magiffrate  and  officer,  whether 
civill  or  military,  and  by  all  freemen.  All  commiffions,  proc- 
lamations, writs  and  fummons  are  in  his  Majefties  name. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  both  colonies  are  computed 
to  be  80000  foules.  There  are  no  flaves,  only  hired  fervants. 
The  chief  profeffions  are  farmers,  grafiers  and  fifhermen. 
Very  few  merchants,  they  being  fupplied  with  all  foreign 
commodities  from  Bofton. 

The  militia  confifts  of  4 troops  of  horfe  and  5 regiments 
of  foot,  who  are  well  armed  and  difciplined,  no  old  foldiers 
amons:  them.  The  number  fit  to  bear  armes  20000. 

The  country  is  very  fertile  and  pleafant  and  abounds  in 
corn  and  cattle,  and  produceth  very  good  horfes,  the  beft  in 
all  N.  E.  which  are  fent  into  feverall  parts.  There  is  a great 
abundance  of  tarre  and  excellent  good  hemp,  and  there  is 
made  good  quantity  of  whale  oyle,  which  fifh  they  take  upon 
the  coafbs.  The  a6l  of  navigation  is  duely  obferved.  No 
firanger  is  admitted  to  come  into  their  ports.  They  have 
no  fhips  of  burthen,  but  only  fmall  ketches  and  barkes,  to 
trade  along  the  coafts  and  take  fifli. 

They  are  generally  very  loyall  and  good  people,  and  doe 
upon  all  occafions  exprelTe  great  love  to  the  perfon  and 
government  of  his  Majeftie,  and  doe  heartily  wifh  that  his 
Majefties  authority  were  efiabliflied  over  the  whole  country. 

The  prefent  governor  of  New  Plymouth  is  Jofiah  Winf- 
low,  Efq ; a perfon  eminently  popular  and  beloved  in  all 
the  colonies  of  N.  E.  and  was  generall  of  the  united  forces 
againfl  the  Indians. 


The 


Documents  and  -Letters. 


259 


The  governor  of  Conne6licot  is  Wm.  Leet,  Efq  ; a very 
worthy  perfon,  as  are  moft  of  the  magiflrates  of  that 
colony. 

The  Ioffes  which  thefe  colonies  have  fuftayned  by  the  In- 
dian warre  is  effimated  to  be  near  100.000  pound. 

This  is  (may  it  pleafe  your  Lordfhips)  the  beft  account  I 
have  been  able  to  gather,  during  my  fliort  ftay  in  thofe 
parts,  as  well  from  my  own  obfervation  as  from  the  informa- 
tion of  others.  And  for  what  paffed  particularly  between 
the  magiftrates  of  Bofton  and  myfelf,  upon  the  delivery  of 
my  letters,  and  with  the  inhabitants  of  that  and  other  colo- 
nies, I have  prefented  his  Majeffie  with  a fhort  narrative. 
A copy  whereof  is  hereunto  annexed. 

Edward  Randolph. 

12  06lober  1676. 


Randolph  to  the  King  ; Report  of  Embassy. 

State  Papers.,  Colonial,  Bundle  52  (104),  17  Nov.  1676. 

Obfervations  upon  the  Councill  of  Bofton’s  letP 

reced  30  Novb’’  76. 

To  the  Kings  mofl  Excellent  Maj^i® 

May  it  pleafe  yo’’  Maj^i® 

Having  fince  my  returne  to  England,  feen  the  anfwer 
which  the  Magiftrates  of  Bofton  thought  fitt  to  give,  to  yo’' 
Maj*®  Letters  of  the  of  March  laft,  which  by  yo’’  Maj*^ 
command  I carried  and  delivered  unto  them:  Wherin  they 
fay.  That  by  reafon  of  the  heavy  preffures  of  the  Indian 
warr,  together  with  an  epidemical  ficknefs,  did  impede  the 
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convening  of  the  General  Court:  with  whom  according  to 
conftitution  by  Pattent  it  lyes  to  make  anfwer. 

And  knowing  that  what  they  alleadge  for  their  excufe,  in 
not  complying  with  yo’'  Maj‘®  Commands  to  be  moft  fliame- 
full  pretences,  and  notorious  falcehoods  I beleeved  it  my 
duty  to  give  yo"  this  true  information,  which  I will 

Juftifie  upon  oath  when  therto  required. 

As  for  the  Indian  warr,  it  was  ended  and  a peace  con- 
cluded, and  the  Articles  publifhed,  before  I came  from  New 
England,  moreover  that  Government  of  the  Maffachufets 
hath  not  fuffered  foe  much  by  the  Indians  as  the  other  Col- 
onies of  New  Plymouth  and  Connedlicut. 

Neither  was  there  any  ficknefs  or  diftemper  extraordinary, 
among  them.  But  the  Country  was  generally  as  healthy  as 
it  had  been  known  for  any  time  before.  A little  before  my 
arrival  at  Boflon,  three  or  four  Rich  old  men  dyed,  more 
overworn  with  age,  then  any  other  difeafe,  of  which  M"  Ruf- 
fel  the  Treafurer  was  one,  a man  about  Seaventy  years  of 
age,  and  this  made  a great  out  cry  among  them. 

And  during  my  flay  in  Bofton  all  the  Magiflrates  were  in 
that  Towne  about  one  moneth  together,  wherupon  I folli- 
cited  the  Governor  to  call  a General  Court,  and  particularly 
upon  the  23^*"  of  June,  I gave  in  a Memorial  to  the  Governor 
and  Council,  requiring  that  upon  occafion  of  yo’’  Maj*®  Let- 
ters a General  Court  might  be  affembled,  that  foe  I might 
carry  back  their  anfwer  to  yo"  Ma^‘®  But  to  this  they  gave 
me  their  anfwer  in  writing,  that  they  had  already  fent  yo*"  Ma^'® 
their  anfwer  by  their  Letter  of  the  13^''  of  June  and  for  do- 
ing this  my  duty,  and  purfuing  my  Inflrudtions  I was  Judged 
by  them  to  have  exceeded  my  Errand,  and  in  a menacing 

way 
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way  was  advifed,  foe  to  demean  my  felf,  as  not  to  be  found 
either  flighting,  or  impofmg  upon  their  authority. 

As  to  their  conftitution  by  their  pretended  pattent,  the 
exprefs  words  are  thefe  That  the  Governor  or  Deputy 
Governor,  with  any  fix  of  the  Affiftants  fhalbe  a full  and 
General  Court,  for  the  ordering  and  difpatching  all  bufinefs, 
and  making  of  laws,  and  moreover  by  their  own  laws  it  is 
enacted,  That  where  fuch  a Number  as  Seaven  cannot  meet, 
yet  upon  any  urgent  occafion  the  A6l  of  fuch  as  doe  meet, 
fhalbe  efteemed  valid  and  good.  And  when  yo’’  Ma^®  Letters 
were  read  there  were  feaven  of  the  Magiflrates  then  prefent 
in  Council  The  Country  alfo  was  foe  quiet,  that  about  the 
27^^  June  fome  of  the  Magiftrates  went  into  the  provinces  of 
Hampfliire  and  Main  about  one  hundred  miles  from  Bofton 
to  keep  Courts  for  the  tryal  of  caufes,  and  fetling  other 
matters  relating  to  Government. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  feveral  of  the  moft  eminent  Inhab- 
itants, that  the  Government  of  Bofton  would  not  fend  over 
any  Agents  to  appear  before  yo’’  Maj^*®  for  that  they  had 
often  difobayed  yo’’  Royal  Commands,  efpecially  of  the 
of  Aprill  1666  and  having  hitherto  efcaped  unpuniflied,  they 
would  ftill  perfift  in  their  difobedience,  in  hopes  that  fome- 
thing  might  intervene  to  hinder  yo’’  Ma^’®  from  looking  to- 
wards them,  and  foe  would  hold  the  Government  as  long  as 
they  could.  All  which  I humbly  certifie. 

Edw°  Randolph. 

17  Novem'  1676. 
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Petition  from  Massachusets. 

State  Papers.,  Colo?tiaP  Bundle  52,  13  Dec.  1676. 

Read  in  Councill  Dec : 13  : 1676. 

Ent*'  N : E : p ; 182. 

To  the  Kings  moft  Excellent  Majeftie. 

The  humble  Petition  & Addreffe  of  the  Govern’‘s  & Com- 
pany of  the  Maffachufets  bay  in  New  England. 

In  Generali  Court  Affembled. 
Moft  Gracioufe  & Dread  Sovereigne 

What  the  calamitous  & deeply  diftreffed  eftate  of  this 
Your  Ma^^®  Colony  (in  conj  undiion  with  its  neighbours  & 
confaederates)  labouring  under  the  wofull  & tragicall  effedls 
of  more  then  a yeers  cruell  & unintermitted  warre  with  the 
Natives  hath  ben  & was  at  the  time  of  the  arrivall  of  Your 
Ma^\es  gracious  Letter  by  M"  Edward  Randolph  relating  to 
the  claimes  of  M"  Gorges  & M*"  Mafon,  hath  of  late  ben 
humbly  informed,  by  the  account  given  to  M’’  Secretarie  Sf 
Jofeph  Williamfon,  to  be  praefented  to  Your  Royall  Self, 
which,  we  hope,  hath  obteined  a gratious  reception ; & our 
neceffary  apology  therefrom,  for  our  no  fooner  yeilding  a 
full  obedience  to  your  Majefties  royall  commands,  a like  ac- 
ceptation. Since  that  time  it  hath  pleafed  Almighty  God, 
to  whome  vengeance  belongeth,  to  plead  our  caufe  againft 
the  infolent  heathen,  both  by  laying  a reftreint  upon  them, 
& thereby  for  a feafon  giving  us  a refpit  from  their  violent 
& depopulating  incurfions ; & alfo  by  making  the  expedi- 
tions of  Yo*"  loyall  fubjedts  againft  them  in  o’"  Southern  & 
Weftern  parts  fo  far  profperous  that  multitudes  of  them, 
together  with  their  Sachems,  principall  counfellers  & com- 

anders. 
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anders,  yea  Philip  himfelf,  whofe  head  & hand  were  firfb  in 
the  defigne,  are  cut  off  & deflroied,  moft  of  the  remainders 
being  forced  either  to  fubmit  to  mercy,  or  to  quit  their  old 
& feek  new  habitations  farre  remote  in  the  wilderneffe.  This 
fingular  fmile  of  Divine  Providence  gave  us  fair  hopes  of 
fuch  a calmnefle  & compofednes  in  o’’  publike  affaires,  as 
might  well  fuit  with  our  intended  convening  & beft  further 
our  defires  & refolution  of  attending  your  Royall  pleafure 
fignifyed  to  us : But  fuddainly  & unexpedtedly  we  are  al- 
larum’d  by  the  irruption  & treacherous  vilany  of  a new 
enemy  (together  with  fome  of  the  former)  fpringing  up  in 
those  Eaflerne  parts,  concerning  which  the  controverfie  be- 
tween us  & the  complainants  againft  us  doth  arife.  So  that 
at  the  fame  time,  when  the  high  (though  mofl  untrue)  Im- 
putations & unworthy  reflexions  caft  upon  us  by  our  accuf- 
ers  (whofe  confidence  therein  we  are  made  not  a litle  to 
wonder  at)  do  call  us  to  mainteine  o’"  title  & juflifie  our  pro- 
ceedings in  the  court  of  our  Gracious  Sovereigne,  we  are 
neceffitated  once  againe  with  the  uttermoft  hazard  of  our 
perfons  & great  expence  of  our  eflates  (fo  deeply  exhaufted 
before)  to  defend  the  lives  of  your  Majefties  fubjeXs  in  thofe 
places  (crying  aloud  for  fuccour)  & to  difpute  Your  Majef- 
ties & our  own  poffeffion  in  the  difmall  deferts  with  a bloody 
& moft  barbarous  enemy.  Yet  are  we  Royall  Sir,  moft  will- 
ing in  obfervance  of  Your  Majefties  commands  (humbly 
craving  that  benigne  conflruction  which  y®  favour  of  our 
Pattent  entitles  us  unto,  & Your  Majefties  Princely  candor 
fuffers  us  not  to  doubt  of)  to  offer  our  pleas  & produce  our 
evidences  in  this  matter,  which  being  weighed  in  the  bal- 
lance  of  your  Royall  impartiall  judgement  will  appear  (we 

prefume 
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prefume)  fuch  as  will  abundantly  clear  up  our  right  to  thofe 
Eafterne  parts  to  be  undoubted,  according  to  the  plaine  in- 
tent & neceffary  fence  of  the  words  of  our  Pattent,  & fuffi- 
ciently  make  it  appear  that  our  adminiflrations  & government 
there  have  ben  no  ways  derogatory  to  Your  Majefties  hon- 
our nor  prejudicial!  to  Your  Roy  all  intereft  in  this  wilder- 
nes,  but  many  ways  beneficiall,  as  alfo  fatisfactory  to  the 
inhabitants  Your  fubje6ls  upon  the  place.  Sure  we 

are  (&  herein  we  doubt  not  to  make  our  appeal  to  the 
Searcher  of  hearts)  that  no  intention  of  wrong  to  the  claim- 
ers,  no  unlawfull  defigne  of  enlargement  of  our  borders,  no 
profit  or  advantage  thereby  accruing  (the  contrary  where- 
unto  we  have  hitherto  found)  but  a grounded  apprehenfion 
of  our  intereft,  reall  compaffion  to  the  petitioning  inhabitants 
in  an  unfettled  & fuffering  condition,  together  with  a fence 
of  duety  incumbent  to  be  faithfull  to  our  Pattent-trufl  did 
caufe  us  to  receive  them  under  the  wing  of  Your  Majefties 
Government  in  this  Colony  eftablifhed.  The  farther  man- 
agement of  our  defence,  as  to  thefe  our  proceedings  com- 
plained of,  by  a more  full  & particular  Information  & 
praefentment  of  what  we  have  to  fay  for  ourfelves  we  have 
betrufted  with  William  Stoughton  and  Peter  Bulkly  Efq’’® 
for  whome  as  for  our  felves  with  mofl  humble  proftration 
we  beg  Your  countenance  and  favour.  And  herein, 

Great  Sir,  we  are  not  a litle  incouraged,  not  only  by  that 
new  & ample  teftimony  of  your  Majefties  Royall  juftice, 
manifefted  in  referving  an  open  ear  for  your  poor  fubjefts, 
at  fuch  a diftance,  & Princely  Favour  in  tranfmitting  the 
copies  of  the  complaints  exhibited  & affording  time  & op- 
portunity to  appear  for  our  defence : But  alfo  by  a large  & 
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long  continued  experience  of  Your  Gracioufe  difpofi- 

tion  & refpedt  to  us  & our  concernments,  That  we  cannot 
but  mofl  gladly  declare  that  thereunto,  next  under  God,  we 
owe  it,  that  none  of  thofe  many  injurioufe  fuggeflions,  un- 
juft criminations,  & renewed  follicitations  againft  us  by 
perfons  ill-affedted  to  our  Conflitution  & wellfare  (defigned 
to  create  an  impreffion  of  difpleafure  in  Your  Royall  breaft 
towards  us)  have  not  hitherto  prevailed  that  Your  Majeflies 
gracious  afpedt  fhould  fuffer  an  Ecclypfe  (efpecially  now  in 
this  day  of  our  trouble,  befpeaking  the  influences  of  Your 
Fatherlie  Commiferation)  we  have  as  litle  caufe  to  beleive, 
as  we  are  humblie  confident,  we  have  ever  ben  induflrioufly 
carefull  not  to  incurre  the  forfeiture  thereof,  but  follicitous 
above  all  earthly  things  to  preferve  & mainteine  the  Same 
by  approving  ourfelves  Royall  Sovereigne 

Your  Majeflies  mofl  humble  and  loyall  Subjedls 
John  : Leverett  GovT 

w‘^  the  Confent  of  the  Genrll  Cb\ 


Representation  of  y®  affaires  of  N : England 

BY  M"!  Randolph. 

State  Papers.,  Colonial,  Bundle  52  (112),  6 May,  1677. 

The  prefent  State  of  the  affaires  of  New  England  depend- 
ing before  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  for  Plantations  are 
reduced  to  Two  heads  Viz!  matter  of  Law  and  ffaft. 

Matter  of  Law  arifeth  from  the  Title  of  Lands  and  Gov- 
ernment claimed  by  M"*  Mafon  and  M*"  Gorges  in  their  Sev- 
eral provinces  of  New  Hampfhire  and  Main,  and  alfo  what 
right  and  Title  the  Maffachufets  have  to  either  Land  or 
VOL.  II.  — 34  Government 
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Government  in  any  part  of  New  England  ; thefe  are  refered 
to  the  Lords  Cheif  Juftices  of  the  Kings  Bench  and  Com- 
mon Pleas  for  their  Opinion. 

Matters  of  ffact  concerne  as  well  his  Maj^l®  as  M**  Mafon 
and  M""  Gorges,  and  againft  the  Government  of  the  Maffa- 
chufets  thefe  following  Articles  will  be  proved. 

1.  That  they  have  noe  right  either  to  Land  or  Govern- 
ment in  any  part  of  New  England  and  have  allwayes  been 
Vfurpers. 

2.  That  they  have  formed  themfelves  into  a Common 
Wealth,  deneying  any  Appeals  to  England,  and  contrary 
to  other  Plantations  doe  not  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance. 

3.  They  have  protedled  the  Late  Kings  Murtherers,  di- 

redfly  contrary  to  his  Royall  Proclamation  of  the 

of  June  1660  and  of  his  Letters  of  28^^  June  1662. 

4.  They  Coine  money  with  their  owne  Imprefs. 

5.  They  have  put  his  Maj‘i^®  Subjedls  to  death  for  opinion 
in  matters  of  Religion. 

6.  In  the  yeare  1665  they  did  violently  oppofe  his  Maj^'f^ 

Commiffion’’®  in  the  Settlement  of  New  Hampfhire  and  in 
1668  by  Armed  fforces  turned  out  his  Juftices  of  the 

peace  in  the  Province  of  Main  in  Contempt  of  his 
Authority  and  Declaration  of  the  IO^^  of  Aprill  1666. 

7.  They  impofe  an  Oath  of  ffidelity  upon  all  that  inhabit 
within  their  Territoryes  To  be  true  and  ffaithfull  to  their 
Government. 

8.  They  violate  all  the  Afts  of  Trade  and  navigation,  by 
which  they  have  ingroffed  the  greateft  part  of  the  Weft 
India  Trade  whereby  his  Maj^i®  is  damaged  in  his  Cuftoms 
above  iooooo^‘  yearely  and  this  Kingdome  much  more. 

Reafons 
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Reafons  induceing  a Speedy  hearing  and  Determination. 

1.  His  hath  an  oppertunity  to  Settle  that  Country 

under  his  Royall  Authority  with  Little  charge  S’’  John 
Berry  being  now  at  Virginia  not  farr  diftance  from  New 
England,  and  it  Lyes  in  his  way  home,  where  are  many  good 
harbours  free  from  the  worms,  convenient  Townes  for  Quar- 
tering of  Souldiers,  and  plentifull  Accomidation  for  men  and 
fliipping. 

2.  The  Earnefl  defire  of  moft  and  befl  of  the  Inhabitants 
(wearied  out  with  the  Arbitrary  proceedings  of  thofe  in  the 
prefent  Government)  to  be  under  his  Maj‘'f"  Governement 
and  Laws. 

3.  The  Indians  upon  the  Settlement  of  that  Country  it  is 
prefumed  would  vnanimoufly  Submitt  and  become  very  Ser- 
vicable  and  vfefull  for  improveing  that  Country  there  being 
vpward  of  Three  hundred  Thoufand  Englifli  inhabiting 
therein. 

Propofals  for  the  Setling  of  that  Country. 

1.  His  Gratious  and  General  pardon  vpon  their 

convidtion  of  haveing  adted  without  and  in  Contempt  of  his 

Authority  will  make  the  moft  refradlory  to  comply  to 
fave  their  Eflates. 

2.  His  declaration  of  confirming  vnto  the  Inhab- 

itants the  Lands  and  houfes  they  now  poflefs  vpon  payment 
of  an  Eafie  Quit  rent  and  granting  Libertie  of  Confcience 
in  matters  of  Religion. 

3.  His  Maj^'f  Commiffion  diredted  to  the  moft  Eminent 
perfons  for  Eftates  and  Loyalty  in  every  Colony  to  meet 
confult  and  adl  for  the  prefent  peace  and  Safety  of  that  Coun- 
try 
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try  dureing  his  pleafure,  and  that  Such  of  the  prefent 

Mao-iflrates  be  of  the  Councill  as  fhall  readily  comply  with 
his  Commands  in  the  Setleing  of  the  Country  and  a 

pention  to  be  allowed  them  out  of  the  publicque  Reuenue  of 
the  Country  with  Some  Title  of  Honour  to  be  conferred 
vpon  the  mofl  deferveing  of  them,  will  caufe  a generall 
Submiffion. 

All  which  is  humbly  offered  to  Confideration  by 

Edward  Randolph. 

Reced  fro  m"  Bridgman 
6:  May  1677. 

Memdu  13  May : M*"  fecT  Williamfon  acq‘®  their 
Lordfllps  that  his  Ma*^  had  referred  it  to  them. 

\_Endor/ed~\  Propofals  concerneing  affaires 

[In]  New  England. 


Papers  read  before  the  Committee,  &c. 

State  Papers.,  Colonial,  Entry  Book,  105,  p.  52. 

At  the  Committee  of  Trade  and  Plantaons 
In  the  Council-Chamber  at  Whitehall 
Thurfday  the  7^!^  of  June,  1677 

Prefent:  Lord  Privy  Seale,  Duke  of  Ormond,  Earle  of 
Bridgewater,  Earl  of  Carlifle,  Earl  of  Craven,  Lord  Faucon- 
berg.  Ml:  Vice  Chamberlane,  Mf  Sec7  Coventry,  M"  ChancT 
of  yt  Exchecql:,  Attorney,  attending. 

Their  Lo^®  take  notice  that  the  cafe  of  Mafon,  and 
New  England.  Mr  Gorges,  againff  the  Corporation  of  Bofton,  has 
been  long  fince  depending  before  the  Judges,  Order  that 
they  bee  haflned  to  make  their  Report. 


A 
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A paper  concerning  the  Goverment  of  the  Maffachufets 
Mr.  Randolph.  Colony,  given  by  M\  Randolph,  into  the  Commit- 
tee of  P'orreigne  Affaires,  and  referred  vnto  the  examination 
of  the  Committee,  by  His  Ma^‘f®  Order  fignified  by  M"  Sec"® 
Williamfon  of  the  31®^  of  May  lafl:,  is  read,  and  the  feveral 
Heads  particularly  confidered. 

Mem'^H”  Randolph  attends,  and  explaines  to  their 
LoP.^  the  allegations  contained  in  his  paper. 

There  is  alfoe  read  the  Petition  of  feveral  Merchants 
Trade  of  againft  the  people  of  New  EngP  for  y®  irregu- 
New  England,  tlioir  Trade,  which  had  been  formerly 

read  at  the  Committee,  on  the  of  April  1676. 

As  alfoe  a Peticon  of  Mercers  and  Silke-weavers,  read  on 
the  of  April  1676,  to  the  fame  effedt.  To- 


Mercers  and 
Silk-weavers 


gether  with  y®  Report  of  the  Commiffioners  of 
the  Cuftomes,  read  on  the  .... 

Thomas  Lynch  being  prefent  acquaints  their  Lop.®  that 
SI  Tho;  Lynch,  while  hee  was  Governor  of  Jamaica,  a Ship  belong- 
ing to  New  England  came  into  the  Port,  laden  with  Brandy, 
diredlly  from  France.  That,  vpon  his  refufal  to  permit  her 
to  Trade,  fliee  returned  to  New  England,  of  which,  having  no- 
capT.  wybome.  ticc,  fomctimc  after,  hee  informed  Capt.  Wyborne 
(who  was  then  at  New  England  with  one  of  the  King’s 
frigats)  with  the  faff,  in  order  to  have  her  feized,  Vv^hich  hee 
attempted,  but  was  hindred,  by  the  Magiflrates,  foe  to  doe. 

Another  Gentleman  attending  affures  their  Lop.®  that,  vpon 
notice  of  the  Petition  prefented  by  the  Merchants,  on  the 
6‘^  of  April  1676,  there  was  a Ship  lying  at  Amfterdam 
defigned  diredily  for  New  England,  which  was  thereupon 
otherwife  difpofed  of. 


Vpon 
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Vpon  the  whole  matter,  their  Lo^.^  agree  to  Report  in 
Report.  Council,  that  their  Lo^.®  finding  this  Reprefen- 
tacon  to  bee  of  foe  great  concerne  to  his  Ma‘i®  that  before 
any  farther  progrefs  bee  made  it  will  bee  requifite  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Judges,  touching  the  matter  of  Law  contained 
therein  bee  had.  And  that  it  bee  then  referred  to  their  ^ 
confideration,  with  the  evidences  Randolph  fhall  bee  able 
to  produce. 

Vpon  this  Report,  It  was  Ordered  in  Council,  on  the 
Reference.  inftant,  that  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  doe  con- 
fider  the  faid  Paper,  and  receive  the  opinion  of  fuch  of  the 
Judges  as  they  fliall  think  fit  concerning  the  Heads  relating 
to  matter  of  Law. 

Order  upon  M""  Randolphs  representation  to  his 

State  PaperSy  Colonialy  Bundle  52  (114). 

At  the  Court  at  Whitehall. 

June  the  Eighth  1677. 

By  the  Kings  moft  Excellent  in  Councell. 

Upon  reading  this  day  at  the  Board  a Reprefentacon 
from  Edward  Randolph  Employed  by  his  Ma^?"  concerning 
feverall  matters  relating  to  the  State  of  New  England  and 
the  Government  thereof.  His  Ma^^  was  pleafed  to  Order 
in  Councell  That  the  faid  Reprefentacon  bee  referred  to 
the  Right  Hon'"^®  the  Lords  Comittees  of  this  Board  for 
Trade  and  Plantacons  to  confider  of  the  fame,  and  to  take 
the  Opinion  of  fuch  of  his  Ma^®  Judges  as  they  fliall  thinke 
fit  concerning  fuch  Heads  of  the  faid  Reprefentacon  as 
relate  to  Matter  of  Law,  And  It  was  further  Ordered, 

that 
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that  his  Learned  Councell  in  the  Law  doe  attend 
their  Lordfliips  about  this  Affayre. 

Phi.  Lloyd. 

Read  12  June  1677 
Entf  N : E : p.  209. 


Concerning  misdemeanours  of  the  Bostoners,  &c. 

State  Papers.,  Colonial,  Entry  Book,  105,  p.  60.  12  June,  1677. 

[The  Council-Chamber  at  Whitehall] 

There  is  read  an  Order  in  Council  of  y®  inflant, 
referring  the  confideration  of  a paper,  prefented  by  M’'  Ran- 
New  England.  dolph,  concerning  the  Goverment  of  New  Eng- 
land, vnto  the  Lords  of  the  Committee,  who  are  to  receive 
y®  opinion  of  the  Judges,  and  the  King’s  Council,  touching 
fuch  Heads  as  relate  to  matter  of  Law. 

Whereupon  their  LoH®  think  fit  to  diftinguifh  the  matter 
of  Law,  from  the  matter  of  State,  to  the  end  that  they  may 
bee  able  to  comply  with  the  foregoing  Orders,  Vizi 

Firfl  Head,  That  the  Boftoners  have  noe  right  to  Land 
or  Goverment,  is  refer’d  to  the  Judges,  and  the  King’s 
Council. 

The  Second  Head,  That  they  have  formed  themfelves 
into  a Common-wealth,  is  likewife  to  bee  referred,  as  being 
a confequencc  of  the  former. 

The  Third  Head  That  they  have  protedled  the  King’s 
Murtherers  is  thought  matter  of  State,  and  fit  for  their 
Lo^.®  inquiry. 

The  Fourth  Head  concerning  Coining  of  Mony  And 
The  Fifth  that  they  have  put  His  Subjects  to  death 

for 
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for  Religion  are  to  bee  referred,  and  examination  to  bee 
made  whether,  by  their  Charter,  or  by  the  right  of  making 
Laws,  they  are  enabled  foe  to  doe. 

The  Sixth,  feaventh,  and  Eigth,  concerning  His  Ma‘?® 
Commiffioners ; The  Oath  of  fidelity,  impofed  by  the  Gov- 
erment ; And  the  violacon  of  the  A6ts  of  Trade  and  Navi- 
gation, are  looked  vpon  as  matters  of  State. 

Laws.  Book  of  Laws  is  likewife  tranfmitted  to 

the  Judges,  who  are  to  confider  of  their  confiftency  with  His 
Charter. 

Their  Lo^.®  doe  alfoe  agree  to  Report  vnto  His  Ma‘7  that, 
by  reafon  the  Judges  are  already  imployed  in  the  examina- 
tion of  the  Title  of  M"  Mafon  and  Mr  Gorges  to  feveral 
Lands  in  New-England,  poffeffed  by  y®  Govermt  of  Bofton, 
the  feveral  Heads  contained  in  Mr  Randolph’s  reprefen- 
tacon  (whereupon  their  opinions  are  to  bee  had)  fhould 
not  bee  tranfmitted  vnto  them,  vntil  they  fhall  have  dif- 
charged  themfelves  of  the  firft  bufinefs  referred  vnto  them. 
Report.  Their  LoP®  will  likewife  Report,  at  the  fame  time, 

the  irregularity  of  Trade  carried  on  by  thofe  in  New  Eng- 
land contrary  to  the  feveral  A6ls  of  Trade  and  Navigation 
And  that  therefore  they  have  notice  of  His  Ma^'f®  pleafure 
that  they  doe  conforme  themfelves  thereunto,  for  the  future ; 
And  my  Lord  Treafurer  dire6led  to  appoint  fuch  Officers 
of  the  Cufloms  at  Bofton,  and  other  parts  of  New-England, 
as  the  faid  A6ls  doe  prefcribe. 

Their  LoP^  doe  farther  Order  notice  to  bee  given  to  the 
Agents  of  New  England  that  (befides  the  Complaint  of 
Mf  Mafon)  there  are  matters  depending  which  will  require 
their  longer  flay.  Report 
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Report  of  y®  CoM'^f®  concerning  M""  Randolphs  repre- 
sentation OF  Y*"  governm'^  of  y^  Massachusets. 

vid : pa : 1 13.  1 14. 

State  Papers.,  Colojiial.,  Bu7tdle  52  (no),  12  June,  1677. 

May  it  pleafe  Your  Ma^i® 

Wee  have,  in  purfuance  of  Your  Ma^'f®  Order  in  Council 
of  the  8^^  inftant,  met  to  confider  the  Reprefentation  of 
Edward  Randolph  concerning  y®  Goverment  of  the  Maffa- 
chufets  Bay  in  New  England.  But  whereas  wee  find  our 
felves  diredted  by  your  Ma^'®  to  receive  the  opinion  of  the 
Lords  Cheife  Juflices,  and  Your  Council  learned  in 

the  Law  upon  fuch  heads  as  wee  fhall  propofe  unto  them, 
Wee  could  not  think  it  either  proper  or  eafy  for  us  to  pro- 
ceed in  this  method  until  the  faid  Judges  fliall  have  dif- 
charged  them  felves  of  the  Cafe  between  the  faid  Goverment 
of  New  England  ; M*"  Mafon  and  M’"  Gorges,  which  wee 
lately  have  recommended  unto  them,  fince  not  only  their 
Lord^^  leafure  will  then  render  them  fit  to  enter  upon  the 
prefent  matter,  but  wee  fhall  likewife  bee  more  able  to  judge 
how  farr  wee  fliall  need  their  affiftance. 

In  the  mean  while  wee  could  not  forbeare  to  lay  before 
Your  Ma^^  that  part  of  the  faid  reprefentacon  which  con- 
cerns the  Afts  of  Trade  and  Navigation,  the  breach  whereof 
by  the  faid  Goverment  has  been  foe  clearly  made  out  unto 
us,  as  well  by  the  Petitions  and  complaints  of  very  great 
numbers  of  Your  fubjefts  trading  to  all  parts  of  the 
world,  as  by  other  evidences  which  have  come  before  us, 
that  for  the  future  prevention  of  this  mifchiefe,  and  in  con- 
fideration  of  Your  Ma‘‘®®  Cuftomes,  which  are  much  impaired 
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by  the  irregular  courfe  of  Trade  pradticed  by  the  Boftoners, 
Wee  cannot  but  propofe  unto  Your  Ma^h  according  to  our 
former  advices,  that  the  faid  Goverment  doe  not  only  receive 
notice  of  Your  Ma‘'®^  pleafure  that  the  faid  A6ts  bee  duely 
executed,  but  that  the  Right  Hon^^®  the  Lord  Treafurer  doe 
appoint  fuch  Officers  of  the  Cuftoms  at  Bofton  and  other 
parts  of  New  England  as  the  faid  Adis  doe  prefcribe  for 
the  better  obfervation  thereof. 


Council  Chamber 
12  June  1677 

All  w®*"  is  moft  humbly  fubmitted 

Anglesey 

[Craven] 

J Bridgewater 
J Williamson 
J Ernle 

Phi.  Lloyd. 


Read  in  Councill  15  June  1667. 
to  be  kept  till  the  Judges  repor  com  in : 
ordered  to  be  read  ag"  when  the  Judges  give 
in  their  report  concerning  m^  Mafon  & Bofton”. 


Randolph  states  that  the  Government  of  N.  Eng?  has 
settled  Custom  Houses  without  authority,  &c. 

State  Papers.,  Colonial,  Entry  Book,  105,  p.  89,  19  July,  1677. 

[The  Council  Chamber  at  Whitehall.] 
MI  Randolph.  Ml:  Randolph  is  now  called  in,  and,  after  His 
Ma“.®®  Letter  to  the  Boftoners  in  1666  had  been  read,  and 
their  Lo?®  being  informed  that  the  Goverment  of  New  Eng- 
land 
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land  had  fetled  feveral  Cuftom  houfes  without  any  authority 
from  his  Ma‘?  MT  Randolph  withdraws. 

New  England.  Whereupon  their  Lo^.^  agree  to  call  in  the 
Agents  of  New  England,  and  to  examine  them  upon  the 
Articles  of  the  Reprefentation  offered  by  Mf  Randolph, 
pairing  over  the  firft  Article,  concerning  their  Charter,  and 
fome  other  points,  which  feeme  lefs  fit  for  y®  prefent 
occafion. 

And  their  Lo^.®  having  accordingly  heard  the  Agents  think 
fit  to  report  the  whole  matter  contained  in  the  Minutes  as 
followeth 

That,  vpon  examination  of  the  perfons  imployed  by  the 
Report.  Goverment  of  the  Maffachufets  Bay  in  New 

England  to  feveral  Articles  charged  againfl  the  faid  Gov- 
erment The  faid  Agents  did  declare,  that  as  they  had  noe 
other  Inftruflions  than  to  anfwer  the  particular  claimes  of 
Mr  Mafon,  and  Mr  Gorges;  foe  were  they  not  capacitated 
to  fatisfy  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  vpon  any  other 
queftion,  otherwife  than  as  private  men,  and  His  Ma^'“ 
fubjefts,  as  far  as  they  were  acquainted  with  the  occur- 
rences and  tranfa6lions  of  y®  Goverment  vnder  which  they 
had  lived. 

That  being  demanded  by  their  Lo^.®  whether  His  Ma^'f 
Comissioners.  Commiffioners  were  in  1665  abufed  and  violently 
oppofed,  and  the  Juflices  of  y®  Peace  fetled  by  His  Ma^‘?® 
Authority,  turned  out,  by  armed  forces  : They  make  anfwer 
tliat  they  know  nothing  of  any  a6l  of  Violence,  and  can 
only  remember  that  fome  alteration  did,  at  that  time,  hap- 
pen in  the  Province  of  Mayne,  without  any  Violence  or 
hoflility. 
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That  being  demanded  whether  His  late  Ma^’f®  fudges 
Judges.  \_Murderers were  protedted  in  New  England? 

They  anfwer,  that  they  had  feen  Goffe  and  Whaley  in  thofe 
parts;  but  that,  vpon  His  Proclamation,  Warrants 

were  immediatly  iffued  out  againft  them,  and  perfons  com- 
miffioned  to  purfue  them,  notwithftanding  which  they  made 
their  efcape  into  the  Neighboring  Colonies. 

That  being  alked  whether  the  People  endeavored  to  forme 
Comon-wealth.  themfelves  into  a Common-wealth,  or  refufed  to 
take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  ? They  Anfwer,  they  acknowl- 
edge His  Ma^i  to  bee  their  Soverreigne,  and  fubmit  to  His 
Authority. 

That  they  never  proclaimed  or  acknowledged  the  late 
Vfurping  Powers,  but  always  conformed  themfelves  to  the 
Rules  of  His  Ma“f  Charter. 

That  they  are  willing  to  take  the  Oath  of  Alle- 
giance and  Supremacy,  in  terminis,  as  is  pre- 
fcribed  by  their  Charter. 

That  Vpon  the  Article  where  they  are  charged  to  have 
Coyning.  coyned  money,  they  confefs  it,  and  fay  they  were 
neceffitated  to  it,  about  the  yeare  1652,  for  the  fupport  of 
their  Trade,  and  have  not,  hitherto,  difcontinued  it,  as  being 
never  excepted  againft,  or  difallowed  by  His  Ma^^  And  doe 
therefore  fubmit  this  matter  to  His  Ma^i®  and  beg  pardon  if 
they  have  offended. 

That  as  to  putting  any  perfons  to  Death  for  matters  of 
Quakers.  Religion  only,  they  deny  it,  and  fay  indeed.  That 
there  being  a Law  that  noe  Quakers,  being  ftrangers,  fhould 
come  into  their  Goverment,  fome  did  tranfgrefs  it  (notwith- 
ftanding 


Oath  of 
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{landing  banifliment)  and  were  therefore  executed.  And 
there  are  many  Quakers  now  living  amongfl  them. 

That  as  to  the  Violation  of  the  A6ts  of  Trade 
and  Navigation,  they  fay,  there  are  perhaps  fome 
private  perfons  who  trade  indiredlly,  by  reafon  they  have 
not  vnderftood  thofe  A6ls,  and  that  the  Governor  is  obliged 
to  take  bonds  to  hinder,  and  will  fubmit  to  His  Orders 
herein. 

That  they  declare  the  Law  againfl  keeping  of  Chrift- 
christmas.  mas,  to  have  been  made  in  the  late  troubles,  but 
that,  to  their  knowledge,  it  is  not  put  in  execution. 

Customes  That  they  confefs  they  colledl  fome  fmall  Cuf- 
tomes  vpon  goods  imported,  to  a Very  inconfiderable  Value, 
for  the  maintenance  of  their  Goverment 


Business  of  N.  England  debated. 

State  Papers.,  Colonial.,  Entry  Book,  105,  p.  95. 

At  the  Committee  of  Trade  and  Plantacons  In  the  Council  Chamber  at 
Whitehall  Friday  the  of  July  1677. 

Prefent:  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Treafurer,  Duke  of  Or- 
mond, Earle  of  Northton,  Earle  of  Bathe,  Earle  of  Craven,  M*" 
Vice  Chamberlane,  Mf  SecT  Williamfon,  Mf  Chanel  of  y® 
Excheql 

New  England.  Their  Lordfhips  debate  the  bufmes  of  New  Eng- 
land, and  the  neceffity  of  bringing  thofe  People  vnder  a 
m.ore  palpable  declaration  of  their  obedience  to  His  Ma^^ 
and  dependence  on  His  Crowne;  and  that  they  may  bee  of 
vfe  vnto  him  in  any  times  of  neceffity,  which  hath  hitherto 
remained  too  long  vndecided.  Therefore  having  agreed  vpon 

feveral 
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feveral  Heads,  the  Agents  are  called  in,  and  told  to  the 
efifedl  following. 

1.  That  as  to  their  Mathematical  Line,  whereby  they  did 
pretend  to  extend  the  limits  of  their  Patent,  That  it  was  an 
imaginary  thing,  and  noe  longer  to  bee  thought  vpon  by 
them ; but  to  confine  themfelves  to  fuch  bounds  and  limits 
as  had  been  lately  reported  by  the  Judges. 

2.  That,  as  to  the  Propriety  of  the  Soyle,  in  the  Province 
of  Mayne,  if  they  will  not  agree  to  the  pretenfion  of  the 
Claymers,  it  fliall  not  bee  left  to  their  Will.  But  that  His 
Ma^i®  will  confiitute  fome  third  authority  to  enquire  by  Com- 
miffion,  into  the  matter  of  Right,  and  to  determine  therein 
according  to  Juftice.  That  they  had,  by  their  Council 
(when  they  lafl  appeared)  very  rafhly  and  vnadvifedly  de- 
clared their  abandoning  the  defence  of  that  Province,  in  cafe 
their  authority  to  governe  were  fet  by,  and  therefore  they 
were  advifed  to  retraft  the  fame,  forafmuch  as  it  was  a part 
of  His  Ma^’f®  Dominions,  and  ought  not,  by  any  of  His  fub- 
jedls,  to  bee  abandoned  to  His  Enemies. 

3.  That  Whereas  they  had  tranfgreff’d,  in  prefuming  to 
Coyne  Money,  which  is  an  A6l  of  Sovereignty,  and  to 
which  they  were  by  noe  Grant  fufiiciently  authorized.  That 
tho’  His  Ma^y  may,  vpon  due  application,  grant  them  a 
Charter  containing  fuch  a Power ; yet  they  muff  follicit 
His  Ma^'.®^  Pardon  for  the  offence  that  is  paft. 

4.  That  the  A6l  of  Navigation,  which,  by  all  manner  of 
Complaints  and  Confelfions,  hath  been  hitherto  violated, 
muft,  for  the  future,  bee  look’d  after,  and  religioufly  obferved. 

5.  That  as  to  their  Laws  which  fhould  all  of  them  bee 
futable  to  the  Laws  of  England,  but  none  of  them  repug- 
nant 
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nant  thereunto,  there  were  great  faults  obferved  in  fome  of 
them,  wherein  they  mufl  exjDedl  change  and  reformation  : 
And  to  this  effedi  it  was  recommended  to  His  Ma‘*®^  Coun- 
cil learned  to  furvey  the  Laws,  and  to  point  out  fuch  of 
them  as  fhould  need  this  amendment. 

6.  That  altho’  they  might  think  their  attendance  here  to 
bee  long,  yet  it  was  neceffary  and  perhaps  vfefull  to  them- 
felves  ; and  that  they  fliould  bee  carefull  to  make  fignification 
of  thefe  and  fuch  like  Points,  as  the  fcope  of  His  mind 
and  pleafure  in  relation  to  his  Colony  of  New-England,  that 
foe  they  might  difpofe  themfelves  to  what  his  Ma‘^  expedfs 
therein:  For  altho’  they  might  not  bee  qualifyed  with 

power  fufficient  to  authorize  them,  in  all  thefe  matters,  as 
they  had  formerly  alledged,  they  were  now  to  know.  That 
His  Ma^?"  did  not  think  of  treating  with  His  own  Subjedts, 
as  with  Forreigners,  and  to  expedl  y®  formality  of  Powers; 
but  having  refolved  to  doe  all  things  that  were  fit  for  them, 
and  conliftent  with  his  own  fervice,  they  might,  from  time  to 
time,  intimate  the  fame  to  their  Principals,  and  give  their 
attendance  on  Thurfday  next,  when  thefe  matters  fhould  be 
farther  confidered. 

The  Agents  excufe  the  miftake  of  that  rafh  expreffion 
about  abandoning  the  defence  of  y®  Province  of  Maine. 
That  their  Principals  had  done  otherwife  already,  and 
fliould  flill  think  themfelves  obliged  to  continue  in  cafe  of 
danger.  They  excufe  their  want  of  fufficient  powers  to  con- 
clude any  thing  in  points  before  mentioned  ; but  are  ready 
to  obey  in  all  things  that  in  them  lyes. 

Their  Lo^^  tell  them  that  His  Ma^l®  will  not  deftroy  their 
Charter,  but  rather  by  a Supplemental  one  to  bee  given 

them. 
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them,  fet  all  things  right  that  are  now  amifs.  And  that 
their  Charter  of  the  4^1'  of  the  late  King  fhould  be  infpe6led, 
and  according  as  they  had  adminiftred  the  Power  therein 
given,  foe  fhould  they  bee  meafured  and  confidered. 

Their  Lo^f  order  that  the  faid  Charter,  or  Extracts  thereof, 
fhould  bee  fent  to  Mr  Attorney  and  Mr  Sollicitor  to  examin 
whether  the  authority  of  the  Crown  bee  fufficiently  preferved, 
and  their  dependence  on  His  Ma^^  made  foe  neceffary  as  is 
fit;  becaufe  in  this  cafe  it  may  bee  more  advifable  to  meaf- 
ure  their  behavior,  and  to  try  them  according  to  the  rule  of 
this  Charter,  for  what  they  have  done  amifs,  than  wholy  to 
overthrow  it  by  what  Mr  Mafon  alleges  fufiicient  to  that 
effeft. 

That  it  bee  obferved  how  farr  their  power  extends  of  mak- 
ing Laws,  and  levying  Taxes,  efpecially  on  Trade  in  Im- 
ports and  Exports,  which,  if  abufed,  might  much  affedl  the 
courfe  of  Trade  in  other  parts  of  His  Ma‘\®®  Dominions. 
And  therefore  their  Lo^.®  thought  that  noe  Laws,  of  this 
kind,  ought  to  pafs  without  firft  receiving  His  Ma^'f  appro- 
bation; and  that  noe  Taxes  bee  raifed  but  in  His  Ma^l®® 
name  and  by  His  Ma*‘®^  appointment,  to  the  vfes  of  the 
Goverment.  And  that  their  method,  of  Swearing  all  to  bee 
true  to  that  Goverment,  bee  abolifhed. 
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Laws  of  New  England,  &c. 

State  Papers ^ Colonial.,  Entry  Book,  105,  p.  99. 

At  the  Committee  for  Trade  and  Plantacons 
in  the  Council  Chamber  at  Whitehall 
Thurfday  the  2"'^  of  Auguft  1677. 

Prefent:  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Treafurer,  Duke  of  Or- 
mond, Lord  Chamberlane,  Earle  of  Northampton,  Earl  of 
Craven,  Mr  Vice  Chamberlane,  Mr  Sec7  Williamfon,  Mr 
Chancr  of  y®  Excheqr,  Mar  of  the  Ordinance. 

• •••  •••  « 

. . . Their  Lo^.®  proceed  vnto  the  bufines  of  New-Eng- 

New  England.  land,  vpon  which  Mr  Attorney  doth  according  to 
order,  read  a Catalogue  of  thofe  Laws  pafl:  by  the  Gover- 
ment  of  New-England  which  are  repugnant  to  the  Laws  of 
this  Kingdome.  The  like  Lift  is  fent  in,  by  Mr  Sollicitor, 
with  Very  little  alteration,  and  their  Lo^.®  find  very  much 
reafon  to  advife  His  Ma*^  to  write  into  New  England  for 
the  abolifhing  of  all  thefe  Laws.  And  Mr  Attorney  did 
acquaint  their  Lo^.®  that  the  Agents  of  New  England,  with 
whom  hee  had  fpoken,  were,  in  a manner,  afhamed  of  them, 
only,  as  to  that  concerning  y®  obfervation  of  the  Lord’s  day, 
they  feemed  fomwhat  tenacious. 

Their  Lo^.*  take  notice,  from  y®  complaint  of  Mr  Randolph, 
(in  addition  to  the  exceptions  aforefaid)  that  they  had  a Law 
in  New  England,  forbidding  any  one  to  fhare  in  the  Gover- 
ment  who  was  not  a Church-member.  And  that,  vpon  His 
Ma^l®®  Letter  in  1662,  requiring  that  any  who  would  exercife 
their  Religion,  according  to  the  Church  of  England,  might  bee 
free  therein,  and  equaly  qualified  with  others  for  any  Office. 
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That  altho’  the  Affembly  did  therevpon  abolifh  the  faid 
Law,  yet  that  the  practice  had,  all  along,  been  quite  other- 
wife,  and  as  before. 

Alfoe  complaint  being  vrged  touching  the  principles  and 
difcourfes  of  the  prefent  Governor  M"  Leveret,  (with  M"*  Ran- 
dolph when  there)  favouring  of  very  little  obedience  to  His 
Ma*y ; Their  Lo^.®  did  deliberate  vpon  it  as  a point  importing 
much  His  Ma^’?^  Service,  That  noe  Governor,  there  to  bee 
chofen,  fhould  be  eflablifh’t  and  confirmed  without  His 
Ma^'5^  approbation.  Some  of  their  Lo^.®  added  that  not  only 
His  Ma^'f®  approbation,  but  Commiflion,  was  requifite,  but 
this  was  thought  at  prefent  vnfeafonable. 

The  Minutes  of  the  laft  day  were  read  over  to  their  LoP.^ 
and  therevpon  the  Agents  were  called  in,  and  feveral  of  thofe 
points  repeated  again  to  them ; but  more  particularly  the 
many  repugnancies  found  by  Mr  Attorney  in  their  Laws, 
againfi;  thofe  of  England,  which  therefore  his  Ma^^  would 
expefl  vpon  His  intimation,  to  have  all  repeal’d. 

They  are  told  how  the  praftice  touching  preferment  to 
Church-members,  run  contrary  to  the  Law  they  had  made ; 
and  foe  they  had  a Law  taking  notice  of  the  A6l  of  Naviga- 
tion, and  requiring  conformity  thereunto,  tho’  the  practice 
had  run  hitherto  quite  in  y®  contrary  That  His  Ma^^  would 
not  fuffer  fuch  abufe  by  any  means,  to  continue,  but  that 
they  fhould  receive  an  Officer  of  the  Cufloms,  to  fee  that 
A6t,  in  His  Ma^'f^  behalfe,  fully  conformed  vnto,  and  fuch 
Officer  fhould  bee  perfedtly  inflruffed,  by  the  Commiffioners 
of  y®  Cuftoms  here,  to  doe  nothing  but  according  to  Law. 

The  Agents  reply  that,  as  to  y®  preferring  of  Church- 
Members  only,  they  know  noe  fuch  pradtice,  but,  on  the 

contrary, 
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contrary,  that  any  kind  of  Freeman  is  capable  of  being 
Governor.  That  feveral  are  freemen  who  are  not  Church- 
members,  and  that  ’tis  not  the  point  of  opinion  in  Religion, 
but  the  number  or  defeat  of  Votes,  that  prefers  one  and  lays 
by  others,  according  to  their  conflitution.  And  their  Lo^.® 
feemed  to  acquiefce  in  this  anfwer. 

The  Agents  were  farther  told  that  their  Principals  were 
obferved  to  be  faulty  in  the  raifing  of  Taxes  and  levying  of 
money  on  the  Kings  fubjefts  who  traded  with  them,  over 
whom  they  had  not  the  fame  power,  as  over  the  Members 
of  their  own  Corporation.  Soe  they  mufl  expefl  to  vnder- 
goe  the  amendment  of  thefe  and  feveral  other  abufes,  and 
are  therefore  directed  to  attend  Ml"  Attorney  General. 

Firft  to  obferve  the  objeftions  hee  has  made  againft  fev- 
eral of  their  Laws,  to  fee  whether  they  can  allege  any  thing 
why  fuch  Laws  could  not  bee  aboliflied. 

Secondly  touching  the  model  of  fuch  a pardon  as  they 
ftand  in  need  of  from  His  Ma7  for  their  Coyning  of  Money 
without  authority. 

Thirdly,  That  an  Addiconal  Charter  bee  prepared  con- 
taining a Power  from  His  Ma^i®  to  Coyne  Money,  and  to 
make  all  forreigne  coins  current  in  that  Country. 

And  Mr  Attorney  is  alfoe  to  report  to  their  Lo^.^  (accord- 
ing to  the  Minutes  of  the  lafl  day)  how  hee  finds  His  Ma^'?® 
Authority  preferved  in  the  prefent  Charter  of  that  Colony. 

The  Agents  were  orderd  to  give  in  vnder  their  hands 
an  account  of  thofe  Plantacons  and  Provinces  which  by  the 
Judges  late  Report,  were  without  the  limits  of  their  Gover- 
ment.  And  where  the  Goverment  thereof  was  referv’d  fiill  to 
His  Ma‘i®  that  foe  they  might  be  the  better  able  to  advife 

His 
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His  Ma^i®  how  y®  same  might  bee  govern’d ; Whether  by  an 
Officer  from  himfelfe,  or  to  bee  left  vnto  the  Boftoners.  And 
hereof  the  Agents  promifed  to  give  a fpeedy  account. 

Mr  Mafon,  at  his  defire,  is  called  in,  who  prays  that  the 
Agents  might,  before  their  Lo^.®,  difclaim  any  title  to  the 
foile  of  his  province,  becaufe  they  had  been  heard  to  fay 
that  tho’  their  Council  learned  had  faid  foe  before  y®  Judges, 
yet  they  were  not  concluded  thereby.  The  Lords  acquaint 
Mr  Mafon  that  if  they  doe  not  agree  to  give  him  his  own, 
there  is  a third  power  to  bee  erefted  for  the  decifion  of  what 
hee  and  Mr  Gorges  doe  claime.  And,  after  the  Agents  had 
fpoken,  hee  is  farther  told  that  they  doe  difclaim  title  to  any 
thing  Mr  Mafon  has  title  vnto. 


Agents  declare  Randolph’s  statements  to  be  false,  &c. 

State  Papers^  Colonial  Entry  Book,  105,  p.  225. 

At  the  Comittee  of  Trade  and  Plantations 
In  the  Council  Chamber  at  Whitehall 
Munday  the  25*  of  March  1678. 

Prefent : Lord  Privy  Seale,  Earle  of  Bridgewater,  Earl 
of  Northampton,  Earl  of  Craven. 

New  England.  Vpon  reading  the  Petition  of  William  Stough- 
ton and  Peter  Bulkeley  Efquire,  Agents  for  the  Governor 
and  Company  of  the  Maffachufets  Bay  in  New-England, 
together  with  y®  peticon  of  Edward  Randolph ; and  vpon 
hearing  feveral  Allegations  on  both  lides,  in  reference  to 
the  faid  Goverment  of  the  Maffachufets  Bay ; the  Lords  of 
the  Committee  have  thought  fit  to  Order  a Copie  of  feveral 

Heads 
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Heads  of  Inquiry  concerning  His  Plantations,  bee 

adopted  to  y®  Colony  of  the  Maffachufets  Bay,  and  delivered 
vnto  the  faid  Agents,  that  they  may  returne  in  writing  a 
particular  Anfwer  thereunto  with  all  convenient  fpeed. 
And  Whereas  the  faid  Agents  declare  that  they  are  poP 
feffed  of  a copie  of  the  Narrative  of  the  State  of  New-Eng- 
land,  prefented  by  My  Randolph  to  the  faid  Committee  in 
purfuance  of  his  Inftruftions  of  the  20'!'  of  March  i675[6] 
And  that  they  are  ready  to  difcover  feveral  falfhoods  therein 
alleged  by  the  faid  Edward  Randolph,  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  Goverment  of  the  MafTachufets.  Their  Lo^.^  being  will- 
ing to  give  noe  farther  credit  to  the  faid  Narrative  than  it 


fhall  appear  to  deferve,  have  diredled  the  faid  Agents  to 
prepare  in  Writing  fuch  an  anfwer  as  they  are  enabled  to 
make  to  the  feverall  afTertions  and  fuppofitions  contained 
therein. 

And  the  faid  Agents  are  farther  diredted  to  attend  the 


Peticon  ofMJ 
Randolph. 


faid  Committee,  on  Thurfday  the  28^.^  inflant,  at  four  in  the 
afternoon ; at  which  time  their  Lo^.®  will  take  into  their  far- 
ther confideration  fuch  matters  as  lye  before  them  in  rela- 
tion to  NeW’England. 

And  whereas  MT  Randolph,  by  his  petition,  does  pray 
their  Lo^®  either  to  fignify  whether  his  attendance 
bee  farther  neceffary,  or  to  Report  his  faithfull 
fervice  and  attendance  in  behalfe  of  His  Ma^i®  for  His  Royal 
confideration,  Their  Lo^.®  feeming  well  fatisfyed  with  His 
paft  Service,  and  taking  notice  that  hee  has  many  material 
things  yet  to  offer,  diredt  that  hee  take  a View  as  well  of  y® 
Papers  formerly  given  in  by  him,  as  of  thofe  delivered  by 
the  Agents  of  Boflon ; and  thereupon  draw  up  a paper  con- 
taining 
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taining  all  fuch  new  Matter  as  hee  (hall  think  fit  to  prefent 
concerning  New  England. 

Mem^“""  This  Order,  and  Inquirys,  were 
accordingly  deliverd  to  Mr  Bulkley. 


Report  in  favour  of  Randolph  as  Coll^  &c. 

State  Papers.,  Colonial.,  Entry  Book^  105,  p.  231. 

At  the  Committee  of  Trade  and  Plantations 
In  the  Council-Chamber  at  Whitehall 
Thurfday  the  28*  of  March  1678. 

Prefent : Earle  of  Craven,  Vifcount  Fauconberg,  Mr  Sec".® 
Coventry,  Mr  Chancr  of  y®  Excheqr 

New  England.  The  Lords  caufing  the  Minutes  of  the  laft 
meeting,  viz.  the  25^^  inffant,  to  bee  read  over,  and  finding 
therein  that  the  Agents  from  Bofton  had  then  declar’d  (as 
formerly  they  had  done)  that  they  were  poffeft  of  the  Narra- 
tive of  the  State  of  New  England,  prefented  by  Mr  Ran- 
dolph to  the  faid  Committee,  in  purfuance  of  his  Infiruccons 
of  the  20^^  of  March  1675 [6]  ; their  Lo^.^  did  enquire  whether 
any  copie  of  that  Narrative  had  by  order  been  given  to 
thofe  Agents ; which  the  Clerks  difowning,  the  Agents 
were  called  in,  and  being  preft  to  know  the  hand,  did  de- 
clare they  had  received  it  about  fix  months  fince  from  Mr 
Mafon.  Their  Lo^.^  afked  M'’  Mafon,  then  prefent,  by  what 
authority  hee  had  given  a copie  of  that  Narrative,  and  how 
hee  himfelfe  came  by  it.  Hee  told  their  Lordfhips  that  hee 
thought  himfelfe  a party  concern’d  in  that  matter,  and  had 
affifted  Mr  Randolph  in  the  drawing  it  vp ; and  did  confefs 

that 
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that  hee  gave  a copie  thereof  to  the  Agents,  but  his  reafon 
was  becaufe  hee  had  been  told,  by  one  M"  Wade,  a fervant 
to  the  Lord  Privy  Seale,  that  one  other  of  the  fervants  had 
made  a copie  of  it  before  for  the  New  England  Agents,  and 
therefore  hee  was  willing  to  give  it  them,  without  any  fault 
or  miftake.  But  the  Agents  both  affirmed  they  had  not  had 
it  before,  and  had  it  only  from  Mr  Mafon,  but  did  acknowl- 
edge that  they  had  fent  a copie  of  it  into  New-England. 

Vpon  all  which  their  Lo^.^  think  fitt  to  Report  the  ftate  of 
this  matter  to  know  His  pleafure,  whether  hee  pleafe 

to  appoint  that  an  attefted  Copie  of  the  faid  Narrative  bee 
given  to  the  faid  Agents  : and  that  they  give  an  Anfwer  to 
the  particulars  thereof  as  hath  been  directed. 

Comission  & In-  The  Agents  of  New  England  being  interro- 

struccons  of  the  ir*  ii%/r-rni 

Earl  of  Carlisle,  gated  if  they  had  not  defired  Ml:  Blathwait  to  give 
a copie  of  the  Lord  Carlifle’s  Commiffion  and  Inftruftions ; 
My  Stoughton  faid  hee  had  not  defired  to  fee  a copie  of  In- 
ftru6lions  of  my  Lord  Carlifle,  but  only  to  fee  the  forme  of 
a Commiffion  out  of  curiofity. 

Report  touching  Vpoii  reading  againe  the  Peticon  of  Mr  Ran- 
M!  Randolph.  thclr  laft  meeting,  their  Lo’’.®  agree 

to  report  their  opinions  to  His  Ma‘l®  in  favour  of  My  Ran- 
dolph as  a fitt  perfon  to  bee  Colledor  of  the  Cuftomes  in 
New  England,  or  deferving  fome  other  reward  for  his 
Services. 


The 
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The  Attourney  & Solicit''  Gen'*''  to  Inspect  y® 
Charter  of  y®  Massachusets. 

State  Papers.^  Colonial^  Bundle  52  (139). 

Council  Chamber 
28'*'  March  1678. 

Gentlemen 

The  Lords  of  the  Comm^*®®  of  Trade  and  Plantations 
having  mett  this  day  about  the  bufmefs  of  New  England, 
have  commanded  mee  to  tranfcribe  what  they  decreed  on 
the  27^^  of  July  lad  in  the  words  following. 

At  the  Comm^'®^  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  Fryday  y®  27'^ 
of  July  1677 

Their  Lord^®  Order  that  the  Charter  of  the  Maffachufetts 
Bay  in  New  England  fhould  be  fent  to  M*"  Attorney  and 
M’'  Solicitor  Gen’^  to  examine  whether  the  Authority  of  the 
Crown  bee  fufficiently  preferved  and  their  dependance  on 
His  Ma^'®  made  fo  neceffary  as  is  fitt,  becaufe  in  this  cafe  it 
may  be  more  advifable  to  meafure  their  behaviour  and  to 
try  them  according  to  the  Rule  of  this  Charter  for  what 
they  have  done  amifs,  than  wholly  to  overthrow  it  by  what 
M*"  Mafon  alleadges  fufficient  to  that  effeft. 

That  it  be  obferved  how  farr  their  power  ex- 

A«oTney^wi?ht.'  of  making  laws  and  levying  Taxes  efpe- 

Answer.  cially  on  Trade  in  Imports  and  Exports,  which  if 

abufed  might  much  affeft  the  courfe  of  Trade  in  other  parts 
of  His  Ma*'®®  Dominions. 

I do  herewith  alfo  fend  you  a Copy  of  the  Charter  of  the 
Corporacon  of  the  Maffachufetts  Bay  defiring  that  when  you 
return  their  Lo^  your  opinion  in  this  matter  (which  they 

defire 


Mr  Attourney 
Geiiall  & Mr 
Solicitr  Genall. 
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clefire  with  all  convenient  fpeed)  that  you  would  alfo  pleafe 
to  returne  the  fame. 

I am  with  all  refpedl  Your  moft  humble  Servant 

Robert  Southwell. 

To  M"  Atturney  Gen“  and  to  M"  Sollicitor  Gen" 


The  business  of  New  England. 

State  Papers.,  Colonial,  Entry  Book,  105,  p.  233. 

At  the  Committee  for  Trade  and  Plantations. 

In  the  Council-Chamber  at  Whitehall 
Munday  the  of  April  1678 

Prefent : Lord  Privy  Seale,  Earle  of  Bridgewater,  Earle 
of  Craven,  Earle  of  Carlifle,  Mf  Sec".®  Coventry,  Ml  SecT 
Williamfon,  Ml  Chanel  of  the  Excheql 
New  England.  Their  Lo^."  taking  notice  of  the  feveral  parts  of 
the  bufinefs  of  New-England,  which  hath  long  depended 
before  them.  Ml  Sec"®  Williamfon  acquaints  the  Committee 
that  his  Royal  Highnefs,  intending  fuddenly  to  difpatch 
sr  Edm: Andros.  Si  Edmuiid  Andros  to  his  Goverment  of  New 
Yorke,  had  before  his  departure  commanded  him  to  attend 
their  Lo^.®  and  to  give  them  the  beft  informations  hee  could 
of  the  ftate  of  New  Yorke,  and  the  feveral  Colonies  of  New- 
England.  And  their  Lordfhips  vnderflanding  that  Si"  Ed- 
mund Andros  was  now  without  to  receive  their  pleafure, 
hee  is  called  in,  and  gives  an  account  of  the  Goverment  of 
New-Yorke.  Now  Yorko,  of  the  Boundaries  granted  to  His 
Royal  Highnefs  in  his  Patent,  and  how  they  were  difputed, 
and  a great  part  of  the  Country  poffeffed  by  Conefticut  Col- 
ony whereby  great  animofities  had  been  occafioned  between 
VOL.  II. -37  them. 
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them,  which  are  likely  to  increafe  to  the  great  prejudice  of 
His  affaires  in  thofe  parts,  if  not  timely  remedied  by 

an  impartial  decifion  ........ 

Indian  Warr.  .......... 

Whereupon  their  Lo^.®  defiring  to  have  a particu- 
lar account,  and  that  in  writing,  of  what  relates  as  well  vnto 
his  Goverment,  as  the  neighbouring  Colonies  of  New  Eng- 
land, doe  propofe  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  bee  moved,  that 
Sr  Edmund  Andros  may  give  in  fome  information  touching 
New  Yorke  vpon  the  General  Heads  of  Inquiry,  which  are 
vfualy  fent  to  the  Plantacons. 

And  as  to  New  England  it  is  Ordered,  that  fome  particular 
Queres.  Queres  bee  prepared,  which  may  lead  him  to  thofe 

Informations  touching  that  Colony,  which  may  give  light 
into  their  behavior  foe  as  to  guide  their  Lo^.®  in  advifing  His 
Ma‘!®  to  fuch  method  for  the  fettlement  and  regulation 
thereof,  as  may  beft  conduce  to  His  Royal  Service. 

After  which  their  Lo^.®  having  read  the  Heads  of  Bufinefs 
now  depending,  they  propofe  to  goe  on  with  the  firfl ; Which 
feems  to  bee  in  obedience  to  the  Order  of  Council  in  July 
lafl,  to  give  their  opinions  vpon  Mf  Randolph’s  Objeftions 
and  the  Agents  Anfwer  thereto.  And,  vpon  reading  the 
Oath  of  Firfl  Head,  their  Lo^®  were  politive.  That  the 

Allegiance.  Qatli  of  Allegiance  ought  to  bee  given  in  New- 

England,  in  the  fame  forme  as  it  here  ftands  in  the  Law, 
and  without  any  mixture  or  relation  of  Fidelity  to  that 
Gouerment. 

And  it  feems  their  own  Original  Charter  tyes  them  not  only 
to  the  Oath  of  Allegiance,  but  to  that  of  Supremacy  alfoe. 

But  their  Lo^.®  vnderftanding  that  M"  Randolph  had  addi- 
tional 
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tional  Obje6lions  to  give  in,  It  was  thought  befl  to  have  the 
whole  matter  together  before  their  Lo^.®  But  Mf  Randolph 
being  calld  in,  hee  begins  with  another  matter,  relating  to 
the  Minutes  of  the  laft  day,  and  how  one  Mr  May  could 
witnefs  that  the  Agents  had  difcourfed  the  matter  of  his 
Narrative  long  before  the  time  they  pretended  to  have  had 
it  from  M’’  Mafon  And  Mf  May,  being  calld  in  and  fworn, 
fays  that  the  faid  Agents  arriving  in  December  1676,  hee 
heard  them,  within  two  months  after,  give  a very  good  accof 
Narrative  of  ^^0  matters  Contained  in  Mf  Randolph’s  Nar- 
Mi  Randolph.  j«ative,  owning  that  they  had  fent  it  over  to  New 

England,  and  expefted  an  anfwer. 

And  when  the  Agents  deny’d  pofitively  that  they  had 
ever  feen  any  copie  till  that  which  they  had  from  Mf  Mafon, 
which  was  about  the  end  of  the  laft  Summer;  Mf  May 
reply’d  that,  at  the  time  of  their  difcourfe,  one  of  them  had 
a paper  in  his  hand  which  (faid  the  Agent)  could  give  an 
account  of  that  bufmefs  ; but  hee  could  not  fay  whether  that 
were  the  very  Narrative. 

MI  Mason.  Mf  Mafon,  being  call’d  in  and  fworne,  faid  that 

Mf  Wade,  a fervant  of  my  Lord  Privy  Seal’s,  commended 
to  him  exceedingly  Mf  Randolph’s  Narrative,  which  hee  had 
feen.  And  that  Mf  Anflow,  one  of  my  Lord’s  fervants,  had 
copied  it  out.  And  that  the  Agents  did  fome  times  come 
to  his  LoP"  houfe ; from  whence  hee  concluded  they  had 
feen  y®  Narrative,  becaufe  they  could  foe  well  difcourfe  the 
matter  of  it.  And  therefore  it  was  that  hee  lent  them  a 
copie,  which  they  had,  for  fome  days,  in  their  hands.  But 
Mf  Wade,  being  call’d  in  and  fworne,  denys  that  hee  faid  any 
fuch  thing. 


The 
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The  Agents  alleged  that  they  might  difcourfe  of  feveral 
things,  becaufe  Ml"  Mafon  had  often  fpoke  freely  to  them ; 
and  they  had  often  attended  this  Committee,  and  heard 
feveral  objedlions. 

Mr  Randolph.  Whereupon  Mf  Randolph  does,  out  of  a paper, 
enumerate  feverall  of  their  difcourfes,  referring  to  particular 
expreffions  in  his  Narrative,  to  convince  them  that  they  had 
an  earlier  knowledge  of  his  Narrative  than  in  July,  or  Auguft 
laft,  when  they  own  to  have  had  it  only  from  Mr  Mafon. 
Mr  Randolph  affures  their  Lo^.^  of  great  detriment  likely  to 
follow,  in  New-England,  vpon  feveral  loyal  perfons,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  Charadter  hee  had  given  of  them  in  his  Narra- 
tive, and  the  privat  difcourfes  hee  had  with  them ; and 
therefore  prays  that  His  Ma^^  might  be  mov’d  to  fend  His 
Royal  Letters  to  forbid  any  detriment  to  thofe  perfons. 

The  Agents.  Hereupon  the  Agents  prefs  to  have  a former 
Petition  of  theirs  read,  the  fame  having  been  ref  err’d  to 
the  confideration  of  the  Committee,  by  an  Order  in  Council 
of  the  23^^  of  January  lafl;  wherein  they  fignify  the  humble 
thanks  of  their  Principals  the  Magiflrats  of  Bofton  for  the 
promife  His  Ma^l®  has  been  pleafed  to  make  them  of  His 
Gracious  Pardon  of  all  their  pad  offences  and  mifdemean- 
ors;  and  praying  His  Ma^^  to  grant  them  y®  Goverment  of 
that  Tradi:  of  land  in  New  England  ; which,  by  the  late 
Report  of  the  Judges,  appears  to  belong  vnto  Mr  Mafon; 
which  accordingly  was  read. 

m Randolph.  Hereupon  Mr  Randolph  opens  vnto  their  LoP.^ 
purfuant  to  an  Order  of  the  25^^  of  March  laft,  the  new 
charge  which  hee  has  to  offer  againft  the  Magiflracy  of  the 
Maffachufets  Colony,  fetting  forth  in  his  difcourfe  That 

they 


Documents  and  Letters, 


293 


they  had  not  only  been  injurious  to  Gorges  and  MT 
Mafon  by  driving  them  out  of  their  Inheritance ; but  had 
extended  their  bounds  vpon  pretence  of  their  Imaginary 
Line,  even  vpon  the  bordering  Colonys  of  Conefticut  and 
New  Plimouth.  And  whereas  they  mention,  with  great 
Letter  from  His  reverence,  a letter  fent  them  by  His  Ma‘y  in  the 
Matieinj^.  yeare  1662,  which  they  call  His  Gracious 

Declaration,  becaufe  in  truth  they  are  treated  therein  w*^ 
fome  favorable  expreffions,  but  enjoyned  alfoe  vnto  feveral 
points  of  Duty  and  obedience  towards  him,  they  have  never, 
in  the  leaft,  given  any  obfervation  to  thofe  particulars,  for 
that  Very  many  of  their  Laws  were  repugnant  to  the  Fun- 
damental Laws  of  England  ; alfoe  contrary  to  their  Charter ; 
and  even  fitted  on  purpofe  to  difcourage  and  fupprefs  the 
exercife  of  the  Religion  profeffed  by  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land. That  although,  by  His  Ma^^®  order,  all  perfons  of 
good  and  honeft  lives  fhould  be  admitted  to  y®  Sacrament 
of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  and  their  Children  to  Baptifme;  yet 
great  number  of  perfons  remained  vnbaptized,  and  deprived 
of  the  Communion,  by  means  of  a Law  which  regulates 
the  choice  of  Minifters.  That  noe  perfons  but  fuch  as  are 
of  their  opinions  can  bee  admitted  to  bee  Freemen,  and 
confequently  to  have  a fliare  in  the  Goverment,  by  a Law 
that  provides  that  noe  man  fliall  bee  admitted  to  bee  a 
Freemen.  Freeman  vnlefs  hee  bee  in  full  Communion  in 
fome  Church  among  them ; and  by  another  Law  (which 
by  their  Lo^.^  Order  is  read)  enacting  that  all  perfons,  who 
refufe  to  attend  the  Public  Worfhip  of  God  there  efbab- 
liflied,  fliall  be  made  vncapable  of  Voting  in  all  Public 
Affemblies. 
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Laws. 


Acts  of 
Parliamt 


That  they  give  a preference  to  their  owne  Laws  before 
thofe  of  England,  not  permitting  them  to  bee 
pleaded  in  their  Courts,  till  confirm’d  by  their  Affembly. 

Mr  Randolph,  by  many  other  inftances,  endeavors  to  fhew 
the  irregularities  of  this  Goverment,  and  the  neceffity  of  a 
Reformation,  by  a Superior  hand,  which  is  become  more 
neceffary,  by  their  apparrent  obftinacy  and  refufal  to  come 
to  any  fort  of  amendment : Since  that  although  His  Narra- 
tive and  Articles  were,  about  the  middle  of  the  lafl  yeare, 
communicated  vnto  their  Agents  and  made  known  to  their 
General  Court  fitting  at  Bofton  on  the  IO^^  of  Odtober  laft, 
they  had  only  Ordered  the  execution  of  the  A6ls 
of  Parliament,  reflraining  the  liberty  of  their 
Trade,  and  perfuaded  themfelves  of  the  neceffity  of  craving 
His  Ma^'f^  Pardon  for  their  paft  crimes ; with  refolution 
however  not  to  alter  any  effential  or  circumflantial  part  of 
their  Goverment,  how  difagreeable  foever  it  might  appeare 
to  His  Ma^7  And  to  fecure  themfelves  herein  againft  any 
outward  conftraint,  they  have  lately,  at  a General  Court 
held  in  Bofton,  made  a Law  (which,  by  their  Lo^.®  Order,  is 
read)  enadting,  that  all  perfons,  as  well  Inhabitants  as 

Oath  of  Fidelity  Strangers,  fliall  take  the  Oath  of  Fidelity  to  the 
to  ye  Country.  Couiitry : and  that  all  Refufers  to  take  the  faid 

Oath,  fhall  not  have  the  benefit  of  the  Laws  or  Protedlion 
of  the  Goverment. 

Mr  Randolph  further  obferves  that  they  have  endeavored 
Trade.  to  excufe  their  vnlimited  courfe  of  Trade,  by  pre- 

tending ignorance  of  the  Adis  of  Parliament;  and  taxing 
Acts  of  Parliamt  His  Ma^^  and  His  Minifhers  for  not  acquainting 
them  therewith,  altho’  it  appear,  by  an  Adi  of  their  owne 
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made  in  1663,  that  they  had  received  His  Ma^'f®  Order  to 
that  effect,  as  is  more  particularly  fet  forth  in  the  preamble 
of  their  own  Law.  Concluding  that  y^  fame  General  Court 
had  made  noe  Order  for  giving  the  Oath  of 
Allegiance,  foe  much  preffed  vpon  them,  in  the 
literal  Form  prefcribed  by  the  Laws  of  England.  Nor  had 
Coyning.  they  even  fufpended  their  Coining  of  money 
(which  they  confefs  to  bee  a Crime)  vntil  His  Ma^'f"  Pleafure 
might  bee  knowne. 

The  Agents.  The  Agents,  being  prefent,  endeavored  to  ex- 

cufe  what  is  alleged  againft  their  Mafters,  and  particularly 
affure  their  Lo^.®  that  the  Allegation  in  the  preamble  of  the 

New  Law  New  Law  concerning  Trade  was  an  A6l  of  pre- 
touching  Trade  Qipitatjon  made  juft  as  the  General  Court  was 

rifing,  and  a few  hours  after  the  receipt  of  their  Letters. 

And  as  to  the  Errors  of  their  Goverment,  altho’ 
they  had  received  fome  intimation  of  them  from 
the  Committee,  yet  they  had  not  received  His  Ma^‘f^  formal 
Commands  therein. 

After  which,  all  Parties  being  withdrawn,  their  Lop®  en- 
tred  into  debate  of  the  matter  before  them  and 
Ordered  the  Minutes  taken  on  the  27^*'  of  July, 
and  2^  of  Auguft  lafl  to  bee  read,  where  it  appears  that,  at  a 
full  Committee,  their  Lo^.®  feeing  the  neceffity  of  bringing 
New  England  vnder  a more  palpable  Declaration  of  their 
obedience  and  . dependence  on  the  Crowne,  had  fignified  to 
the  Agents  as  folio weth 

ceedings  given  in 

State  Papers,  .......... 

Colonial,  Entry  /-  -r  t • i • 

Book  105,  p.  95,  , . . Thefe  Minutes  havins:  been  read, 

and  State  Papers,  ^ 

SoT.'wsfp^w]  their  Lo^®  confider  how  far  the  Goverment  of 

Bofton 
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Bofton  has  fhewed  a Complyance  to  any  part  of  His 
Ma^'f^  pleafure  fignified  vnto  them  by  the  Comittee.  And 
it  being  obferved  that,  although  they  had  receiv’d  thofe 
Orders  above  eight  months  agoe,  and  taken  vpon  them  to 
impart  the  fame  vnto  their  Principals,  yet  noe  amendment 

Acts  of  Trade  hath  followed  in  any  point,  except  what  relates  to 

and  Navigation,  Afls  of  Trade  and  Navigation,  which  the 

General  Court  at  Bofton  had  enafted  indeed  by  a Law 
which  is  now  read,  with  a preamble  flatly  declaring  that 
they  never  were  before  advertifed  of  His  pleafure 

therein  : Whereas  it  doth  not  only  appeare  in  the  Council- 
Books  in  1662,  that  a Circular  Letter  was  fent  to  New- 
England  inforcing  the  fame ; but  it  is  manifeft  that,  even 
in  a Book  of  their  own  Laws  now  in  force,  printed  in  1672, 
there  is  an  A6t  of  theirs  made  in  1663,  that  does  acknowl- 
edge the  receiving  of  Orders,  from  the  Council-Board,  for 
putting  in  execution  the  A61;  of  Navigation.  And  that  in- 
ftead  of  enjoy ning  the  legal  Oath  of  Allegiance 
to  the  King,  as  had  been  fignified  to  their 
Agents,  the  General  Court  at  Bofton,  in  Odlober  laft,  by  a 
Oath  of  Fidelity.  Law  which  is  now  read,  had  inforced  the  fame 
Oath  of  Fidelity  to  the  Country  with  moft  fevere  penalties. 

Minutes  of  Mr 

[coXmingE  • • Vpon  the  whole  matter  their  Lo^.® 

given  above].  fggjyj  very  iTiuch  to  refent  that  noe  more  notice 

is  taken  in  New  England  of  thofe  Points  which  were  foe 
fairly,  and  with  foe  much  foftnefs,  intimated  here  to  the 
Agents ; from  whofe  modeft  deportment,  in  the  general,  it 
was  hop’d  there  was  a much  more  inclinable  temper  towards 
obedience  in  New  England  than  what  now  appeares.  And 

are 
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are  foe  farr  from  advifing  His  Mal^  immediatly  to  grant 
them  a pardon,  much  lefs  the  acceffion  of  Goverment  in  the 
Country  claimed  by  Mr  Mafon,  which  they  petition  for,  that 
they  are  of  opinion  the  whole  matter  ought  ferioufly  to  bee 
confidered  from  the  Very  Root.  For  if  fair  perfuafions  will 
not  take  place,  neither  will  they  take  notice  of  commands 
that  are  fent,  if  nobody  bee  there  on  the  Place  to  give  coun- 
tenance to  His  Orders,  and  truly  to  reprefent  from 

thence,  what  obedience  is  given  vnto  them.  Which  fome 
of  the  Lords  inclined  to  think,  that  nothing  but  ye  eftab- 
Governor.  lifhml  of  a Governor  there  will  accomplifli : Yet 
all  agreeing,  that  it  muft  bee  a Governor  wholy  to  bee  fup- 
ported  and  maintained  by  His  Ma^i®  And  that  fuch  a Gov- 
erment was  what  even  great  numbers  of  the  People  there 
did  languifh  after. 

But  forafmuch  as  to  enable  their  Lo^^  to  advife  His  Ma^^ 
in  this  great  affaire,  it  would  firft  bee  necelfary  to  know  how 
farr  His  Ma^^  is  at  liberty  to  doe  herein  what  His  fervice 
may  require,  therefore  Attorney  and  M’’  Sollicitor  Gen- 
eral are  direfted  to  examine  and  report  the  grounds  of 
what  hath  fome  time  been  objefled  before  them.  That  the 
People  of  the  Maffachufets  Colony  have  not  any  legal 
Charter.  Charter  at  all.  Next  that,  by  reafon  of  feveral 
irregularities,  there  was,  about  the  year  1635,  ^ War- 
ranto brought  for  the  diffolution  of  fuch  Charter  as  they 
had.  The  profecution  whereof  went  far,  and  ftopt  only  on 
account  of  the  public  troubles  enfuing. 

And  laflly,  fuppofing  that  the  faid  Charter  were  originaly 
good,  their  Lo^®  defire  to  know  whether  the  Corporation 
have,  by  mal-adminiflration  of  the  Powers  or  otherwife, 
VOL.  11.-38  Forfeited 
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Forfeited  the  fame,  fo  as  to  bee  now  in  His  mercy  and 
difpofal. 

MI  Randolph.  And  Mf  Randolph  is  appointed  to  attend  with 
Information  in  feveral  matters  of  fact  relating  to  the  afore- 
faid  particulars. 

Mem^“'"  On  the  i inftant  Mr  Sec’’?®  Williamfon  delivers 
vnto  Sr  Robert  Southwell  in  Council  a peticon  prefented  by 
Mr  Randolph,  vnto  His  Ma^!^  in  behalfe  of  His  Ma^'f^  fub- 
je6is  living  vnder  the  Govermr  of  y®  Bofloners  in  New  Eng- 
land, with  directions  that  a Copie  bee  fent  vnto  y®  Agents 
of  that  Colony,  and  their  attendance  required,  on  y®  19^^,  to 
give  anfwer  thereunto  at  the  Committee. 


Lords  of  the  ComT^.^  to  Sir  Edm°  Andrews. 


State  Papers.,  Colonial.,  Bundle  52  (140). 


Inquiryes  to  S"  Edm"^  Andrewes 
concerning  New  England. 

s. 


Councill  Chambr  Ap.  1678. 


The  Right  Hon^!®  The  Lords  of  the  Committee  for  Trade 
& Plantaons  being  defirous  to  receive  informaon  from  you 
concerning  the  Prefent  State  of  New  England  with  which  y^ 
istc}  neighborhood  -ef  y*"  governm!  of  New  Yorke,  and 
frequent  converfaon  cannot  but  have  rendred  you  well 
acquainted.  Have  commanded  me  to  putt  into  y*"  hands 
feverall  Heads  of  Inquiry  whereby  you  may  be  the  better 
guided  in  the  reprefentaon  of  things  which  their  Lo^.®  expeCt 
from  you 
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The  Inquirys  are  as  foil®. 

1.  What  are  the  True  Boundaries  & Contents  of  Land 
belonging  to  the  feverall  Colonies  in  New  England. 

2.  What  Laws  & Ordinaces  do  You  obferve  to  bee  now  in 
force  there  derogatory  to  thofe  of  England  or  prejudicial! 
to  the  good  of  His  Ma^y’®  Subjects. 

3.  What  number  of  Inhabitants,  Freemen,  Church-mem- 
bers, Magiftrates,  Servants  & Slaves  are  within  the  fev- 
erall Colonies,  & how  many  of  them  are  men  able  to  bare 
arms. 

4.  What  Number  of  Horfe  & Foot,  and  whether  they  bee 
Trained  Bands  or  Standing  Forces,  and  what  Old  & Experi- 
enced Officers  have  they  among  them. 

5.  What  Caflles  & Forts  are  in  New  England,  how  fcitu- 
ated,  fortified,  & capable  of  refifting  or  anoying  an  Enemy, 
and  what  Provifions  of  War  are  they  ufually  furnifhed 
withall. 

6.  What  Correfpondency  doe  the  feverall  Colonies  keep 
with  Their  Neighbours  The  French  or  Indians. 

7.  What  was  the  Originall  Caufe  of  the  late  War  with 
The  Indians.  What  are  the  advantages  or  difadvantages 
arifing  thereby  as  alfo  what  are  the  Conditions  of  the  Peace 
& how  durable  the  fame  is  like  to  bee. 

8.  What  Correfpondency  doe  the  feverall  Colonies  keep 
with  the  Government  of  New  Yorke;  what  affiflances 
have  been  offer’d  or  given  each  other  and  what  mutuall 
helps  are  to  bee  expedied  for  the  future,  in  cafes  of 
danger.  And  what  will  be  the  befl  method  for  affuring  the 
fame. 

9.  What  Condition  or  Capacity  are  they  in  to  refift,  op- 

pofe, 
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pofe,  or  offend  a forreigne  Enemy  whether  Chriftian  or 
Indian. 

10.  What  are  the  Commodities  of  the  growth  or  manu- 
fafture  of  the  Countrey  & what  are  thofe  imported  from 
other  places. 

11.  What  Number  of  Ships  doe  trade  within  each  Colony 
yearly,  of  what  burthen  & where  built. 

12.  What  notice  is  taken  of  the  A6ts  of  Trade  & 
Navigation. 

13.  What  are  the  Cuftomes,  Taxes  & Fines  impofed 
within  each  Colony  & what  Publick  Revenue  doth  arife  to 
the  Government. 

14.  What  Preference  or  Superiority  doth  one  Colony 
claime  or  maintaine  above  each  other,  and  how  far  is 
the  one  influenced  by  the  other  in  matters  of  State  or 
Religion. 

15.  H ow  do  the  feverall  degrees  of  Magiflrates  & People 
ftand  affe6led  to  His  Ma‘^  & the  Government  of  England 
What  Perfons  are  the  mofl:  Popular  & at  prefent  in  the 
Magiflracy  or  like  to  bee  chofen  for  the  future. 

16.  What  different  Sorts  of  Opinions  in  Religion  are 
there  in  each  Colony  & what  Proportion  in  number  doe 
they  bare  to  each  other,  What  is  the  Religion  publickly 
allowed  & profeffed,  What  Countenance  is  given  to  the 
Church  of  England  What  is  the  prefent  State  of  the 
Ecleflaflicall  Government,  How  are  the  Univerfities  filled 
& by  whom  governed. 

17.  Laflly  what  intercoufe  of  Trade  is  there  between  each 
Colony  & The  Government  of  New  Yorke,  and  with  what 
commodities  is  the  fame  carried  on. 
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Thefe  are  S'"  The  particulars  upon  which  their  defire 
Y anfwer  as  farr  as  your  knowledge  or  informaon  can  lead 
you.  I am 

\blank^ 

[Endor/ed]  8 Aprill  1678. 

Letter  to  S"  Edm  : 

Andros  concern  New  England. 

Ent  : & Comp  : v : p : 249 


Answers  to  Enquires  of  Plantacons  of  New  England 

FFROM  THE  RiGHT  HONOBLE  THE  LoRDS  OF  THE  CoMIT- 

TEE  FOR  TRADE  & PLANTACONS  RECED  IN  LoNDON  9”^" 

Aprill  1678. 

State  Papers.^  Colonial^  Bundle  52  (149),  1678.  Ap.  16. 

1.  The  boundaryes  of  Each  Collony  are  thofe  Expreffed 
in  their  Severall  Pattents  but  Some  being  Poffeffed  afore,  or 
incroached  more  Since,  & all  in  Conteft  in  fome  pticuler 
with  their  Neighbours  none  will  acqueffe,  & each  true  boun- 
daryes & Contents  of  Land  cann  never  be  Determined  & 
knowne  but  by  the  Kings  Royall  Authority. 

2.  I cann  give  noe  other  acc!  of  the  Lawes  & Ordanances 
in  fforce  in  the  Collonyes  then  w^  is  publique  & printed  by 
Sd  Collonyes  : 

3.  I cann  give  noe  Certaine  acc!  of  the  number  of  Inhabit- 
ants in  the  Seu’'all  Collonyes  haueing  by  reafon  of  the  un- 
fettled Goverm!  of  New  Yorke  as  reced  from  the  Dutch  not 
had  time  or  Opportunity  foPt  but  by  hearefay.  Connefti- 
cutt  in  all  the  Country  they  now  poffeffe  haue  about  3000 
freemen  able  to  beare  armes,  Roade  Ifland  1000  or  1200, 

Plymouth 
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Plymouth  about  a looo  or  1500,  Maffatliufetts  8 or  10000, 
moft  Church  members,  as  are  all  in  Place  or  Authority 
(Except  Roade  Iflands  Quakers  but  Governm^  now  out  of 
their  hands)  not  many  Seru^^  & but  few  Slaues,  proportion- 
able  to  freemen,  the  number  of  Magiffrates  is  as  by  the 
Pattents  & Lawes  of  the  Severall  Collonyes. 

4.  There  are  noe  Standing  forces  & but  few  Militia  horfe, 
but  moft  foot  trained  bands  in  Companyes  as  by  the  Severall 
Collonyes  Lawes  (numbers  as  afore)  & know  of  noe  noted 
Experienced  Officer  among  them. 

5.  There ’s  in  New  England  one  Smale  Caftle,  or  fforte, 
vpon  a little  Ifland  att  the  goeing  into  Bofton,  indifferently 
well  fortified,  & Capable  of  anoying  and  refifting  any  Ordi- 
nary Enimy,  & (is  fayed  to  be)  furniflied  with  Amunicon  of 
warr  accordingly,  & know  of  noe  other  fortificacons  in  the 
Collonyes. 

6.  I doe  not  know  that  private  pfons  haue  been  phibited 
Communicacon  nor  that  y®  Collonyes  kept  any  Correfpond- 
ence  with  the  french  or  Indians. 

7.  I was  not  made  acquainted  with  the  Originall  Caufe 
(nor  by  the  Collony)  of  the  Indian  warr,  nor  cann  give  any 
good  acd  thereof,  but  the  advantages  thereby  are  none,  the 
Difadvantages  very  greate  & like  to  be  more  euen  in  the 
Loffe  of  Sd  Indians.  Doe  not  know  of  any  Condicons  or 
peace  made  by  the  Collonys  with  the  Indians,  only  the 
Maffathufetts,  accepting  y®  Peace  made  for  them  by  y® 
Dukes  forces  att  Pemaquid  w'^^  is  like  to  bee  Durable  unleffe 
broken  by  Some  accedent  by  y®  Invetteracy  of  the  Collonyes 
& Indians. 

8.  The  Colloneys  & New  Yorke  haue  kept  good  neigh- 

boo  rly 
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boorly  Corefpondency  in  private  or  perticuler  Legall  & 
ludiciall  Matters,  but  Connedticutt  & Maffathufetts  not 
accepted  nor  admitted  proffered  Supplys  & Affiftances 
(from  New  Yorke)  dureing  their  Indian  Warr,  nor  in  their 
greateft  occafion  Agreed  themfelues,  Mutuall  helps  in  Cafe 
of  Danger  aught  to  be  according  to  y®  Exigence  & each 
Collonyes  Capaffity  to  their  power  as  one  people  and 
Country,  w^^*^  (by  reafon  of  the  Severall  Diftinft  independ! 
Collonys)  cannot  be  but  by  his  Ma^'?^  afferting  & regulateing 
the  Militia  or  force  of  y®  Severall  Collonyes,  w'"'"  regulacon  & 
Ord"^  to  be  Indifferently  obeyed  by  all  for  the  future. 

9.  If  the  fforce  of  all  the  Severall  Collonyes  were  ordered 
for  mutuall  affiflance  (as  occafion)  & be  vigilant  to  avoyd 
Surprize  of  their  principall  Strengths  or  forts,  (w*^'"  therefore 
aught  to  be  garrifToned)  they  may  defend  themfelues  ag^  any 
Xtian  force  whofe  Charge  & hazard  for  the  Attempt  would 
not  be  farr  greater  then  the  Country  Could  Compenfate  & 
need  not  feare  but  may  bring  any  Indians  to  reafon,  and  un- 
leffe  Such  regulacon  & Ord"f  for  mutuall  affiflance  euery 
Collony  may  be  a prey  to  an  Invader. 

10.  The  Comodityes  of  the  Country  to  y®  weflward,  are 
wheate,  & all  forts  of  graine,  beefe,  & porke.  Some  refufe 
fifli,  pipe  flaues,  timber,  lumber  & horfes,  Some  Smale  Mafls, 
Eaftward  the  Same,  not  Soe  much  pvifions  but  good  Mer- 
chantable ffifh,  & good  Mafls.  Imported  are  all  manner  of 
European  goods,  of  all  Sorts,  Cheifely  wollen  & other 
Englifli  manufadlures,  & linnings,  Some  wines,  from  ffyall, 
& Medera,  & a barbadoes  & weft  Indie  trade,  from  whence 
Cheifely  Rumm. 

11.  I cann  give  noe  accompt  of  the  number  of  Shipps 

tradeing 
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tradeing  to  y®  Severall  Collonyes,  though  but  few  & not 
Confiderable  to  any  Collony  Except  Maffathufetts,  where 
very  many,  & good  Shipps  of  burthen  Some  2 or  300  tunns 
moft  built  in  their  owne  Collony. 

12.  The  adls  of  trade  & Navigacon  are  Sayed  & is 
genially  beleeued  not  to  be  obferued  in  the  Collonyes,  as 
they  aught  there  being  noe  Cuftome  houfes  but  the  gov- 
erno*'  of  the  Maffathufetts  giues  Cleareings  Certificates  & 
paffes  for  ehery  pticuler  thing  from  thence  to  New  Yorke. 

13.  I cann  giue  noe  other  acc*  of  the  Collonyes  Cuftomes 
or  Dutyes  on  goods  then  as  their  law  bookes  & their  rates 
fines  & taxes  are  adjudged  by  their  Courts  Magiftrates  or 
Inferior  officers,  as  occafion,  & being  Cafuall  or  accidental! 
their  revenue  is  accordingly  uncertaine. 

14.  I doe  not  know  that  their  is  any  Superioritie  of 
one  Collony  ouer  another,  but  all  Independ‘,  though  gen’‘ally 
giue  place  to  & are  mofl  Influenced  by  the  Maffathufetts 
both  in  State  & religion. 

15.  I doe  not  find  but  the  generality  of  the  Magiftrates 
& people  are  well  affedled  to  y®  King  & Kingdome,  but 
mofl  knowing  noe  other  Governm!  then  their  owne,  think 
it  befl,  and  are  wedded  to  & Oppiniatre  for  it;  And  y® 
Magiftrates  & others  in  place  Chofen  by  the  people  think 
that  they  are  Oblidged  to  affert  & mantaine  fd  Governm* 
all  they  Cann,  & are  Church  members  & like  foe  to  be 
Chofen  & to  Continue  without  any  Confiderable  Alteracon 
& Change  there,  & depend  upon  the  people  to  Juftifie  them 
in  their  adlings. 

16.  There  are  Severall  Sorts  of  Religions  in  all  the  Col- 
lonyes, but  inconfiderable  to  y®  prefbiterians,  & Indipendl® 

being 
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being  only  allowed  (but  not  all  Church  members)  Except 
att  Roade  Ifland  where  mofl  are  Quakers,  but  Governm‘ 
now  out  of  their  hands.  I have  not  heard  of  any  Church 
or  Affembly  according  to  y®  Chirch  of  England  in  any  the 
Collonyes ; their  Ecclefiafticall  Governm*  is  as  in  their  Law- 
bookes,  & pradlice  moft  or  wholy  Independant,  their  Colledge 
att  Cambridge  directed  as  by  their  Lawbooke. 

17.  There  is  a trade  between  the  Collonyes  & New 
Yorke  of  European  goods  Some  wine  & Rumm,  ffifli  & 
Provifions. 

Andros.s. 

\_Endorfed~\  Anfwer  to  Inquiry  abt  New  England. 

Rec'l  from  Sr  Edm.  Andros  On  the  i6‘’'  of  Ap  : 1678. 

Ent : & Comp  : B : N : E : p : 249. 

Read  in  part  I6^^  of  May  1678. 


Randolph’s  Petition  that  his  friends  in  Boston  be 

NOT  INJURED,  &C. 

State  Papers.,  Colonial^  Entry  Book  105,  p.  246. 

At  the  Comittee  of  Trade  and  Plantacons 
In  the  Council-Chamber  at  Whitehall 
Thurfday  the  i8‘.*'  of  April  1678. 

Prefent : Lord  Privy  Seale,  Earl  of  Bridgewater,  Earl  of 
Effex,  Earl  of  Craven,  Mf  Vice  Chamberlane,  Mr  Sec"® 
Williamfon. 

New-England.  The  Peticon  of  Mr  Randolph  is  read  fetting 
forth.  That  the  Petitioner  being  fent  by  His  Ma‘j®  into  New 
England,  and  impowred  to  make  feveral  privat  Inquirys 
into  y®  State  of  matters  that  had  been  varioufly  reprefented 
here,  and  of  much  confequence  to  His  Ma^!®  to  know  the 
VOL.  II.  - 39  truth 
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truth  thereof,  hee  had,  at  his  return,  prefented  His  Ma^?" 
Peticonof  with  a Narrative  freely  fetting  forth  what  hee 
M'  i^ad  obferved  in  reference  to  Perfons  and  Things. 

That  the  faid  Agents  having,  by  indirect  means,  obtained 
knowledge  of  the  faid  Narrative,  and  fent  a Copie  thereof 
to  their  Superiors,  had  not  only  difclofed,  thereby.  His 
Ma*^’®  Secrets,  but  laid  a Foundation  of  mine  to  fuch  per- 
fons whom  hee  had,  therein,  reprefented  in  charafters  of 
loyalty,  and  inclinable  to  His  Royal  Service.  That,  in  mani- 
feftation  hereof,  the  General  Court  of  that  Colony  had 
lately  enadled  that  an  Oath  of  Fidelity  to  the  Country 
fhould  bee  taken  by  as  well  Strangers,  as  Inhabitants.  And 
in  default  thereof  to  bee  treated  as  Capital  Offenders  and 
deprived  of  the  protection  either  of  their  Laws  or  Gover- 
ment.  And  therefore  the  Petitioner  humbly  prays  His 
Ma*I®  to  Order  that  noe  diflinClions  or  difcountenance 
fhould  bee  put  on  fuch  as  refufed  the  faid  Tefl,  or  who 
were  favourable  to  the  Petitioner  during  his  ffcay,  or  that 
have  correfponded  with  him  fince ; in  order  to  affert  His 
Authority  there. 

In  anfwer  whereunto  the  Agents  (being  called 
in)  acknowledge  that,  in  the  Affembly  fitting  at 
Boflon  in  OCtober  laft,  there  paffed  a Law  for  adminiftring 
the  Vfual  Oath  of  Fidelity  to  the  Country  vnto  fuch  as  had 
not  taken  it  before,  by  reafon  of  feveral  malicious  endeavors 
for  Firing  the  Towne,  which  was  fomented  by  the  Quakers. 
That  the  faid  Oath  does  alfoe  comprehend  Allegiance  to 

Oath  of  Fidelity  His  Ma^^  and  that  they  cannot  beleeve  there  was 
to  ye  Country,  intended  any  thing  of  detriment  to  the  perfons 

named  by  Mf  Randolph  with  favour.  Inafmuch  as  fome 

who 
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who  left  Bofton  in  February  lafl,  were  ready,  at  the  door, 
to  attefl  that  none  of  them  have  received  any  prejudice 
thereby.  And  that  this  Oath  was  not  to  bee  adminiftred 
to  any  but  thofe  who  had  not  taken  the  fame  before.  It 
being  the  old  and  Vfual  Oath. 

Mi;  Randolph.  But  Ml:  Randolph,  being  prefent,  does  allege 
that  this  Oath  was  made  at  the  very  time  their  General 
Court  did  acknowledge  to  have  received,  from  their  Agents, 
intimation  of  what  was  here  vnder  confultation  before  His 
Ma^?",  and  probably  furmifing  there  might  enfue  fome  altera- 
tion in  the  modell  of  their  Goverment  they,  by  way  of  Tefl: 
and  difcrimination,  revived  the  impofmg  this  Oath  anew ; 
where  noe  mention  is  made  in  the  A6t,  to  limit  it  to  fuch  as 
had  not  taken  the  Oath  before,  but  the  words  are  general 
And  that  not  only  to  bee  impofed  in  the  Towne  where  the 
danger  of  Fire  was  pretended,  but  even  over  the  whole 
Country,  and  that  by  going  from  houfe  to  houfe.  That  for 
the  Allegiance  therein  mentioned  to  His  Ma7  it  comes  in 
but  in  the  fecond  place,  and  not  with  y®  folemnity  that  is 
requifite.  That  although  hee  could  not  give  any  inftances 
of  detriment  hitherto  befallen  any  of  his  faid  freinds;  yet 
hee  well  remembers  the  great  complaints  hee  heard  while 
there  of  the  hard  vfage  which  had  befallen  thofe  loyal  fub- 
jedts  who  had  fubmitted  to  His  Comiffioners,  fent  over 
in  y®  yeare  1664;  and,  in  Verification  thereof,  hee  quoted 
His  Letter  fent  over  in  1666,  charging  and  requiring 

that  Goverment  to  forbeare  any  marks  of  diftindlion  and 
disfavor  to  fuch  as  had  expreffed  their  loyalty  and  obedi- 
ence to  the  faid  Commiffioners. 

The  Agents  endeavor  to  mitigate  any  apprehenfion  of  ill 

that 
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that  could  poffibly  befall  the  parties  foe  favorably  mentioned 
The  Agents.  by  M'  Randolph  And  that  they  would  anfwer 
it  here  to  His  Ma7  at  their  perils.  That,  by  their  advices, 
it  did  appear  thofe  Very  freinds  of  Mf  Randolph  were  cheifly 
inftrumental  in  reviving  this  Oath ; and  that  the  Governor 
Mj  Leveret  Lovoret  had  intimated  his  diffatisfa6lion  at  y® 

paffing  the  A61,  confidering  the  time,  and  that  all 
their  bufinefs  lay  there  depending  before  His  Ma^®  though 
at  the  paffing  hereof  His  Ma*?®  intentions  were  not  foe  well 
knowne.  And  as  to  the  Forme  of  that  Oath,  and  the  expref- 
fion  therein  made  of  Allegiance  to  His  Ma*?"  mixed  with 
Fidelity  to  the  Country,  they  doe  acknowledge  that  the 
forme  of  it  is  very  ill  advifed,  and  Very  fit  to  bee  reformed. 
And  they  are  well  affured  that  if  His  Ma^J"  fhall  enjoine  the 
Oath  of  Allegiance  feparate,  and  as  by  Law  it  is  here  eftab- 
lifh’t,  it  will  not  bee  refufed.  And  that  they  themfelves, 
though  they  have  not  hitherto  taken  fuch  Oath,  yet  they 
are  ready  to  take  it  when  required  thereunto. 

All  which  being  heard  on  both  fides,  their  Lo^.®  agree  to 
Report.  Report  that  Mh  Randolph  hath  had  fufficient 

ground  to  peticon  His  Ma*?"  And  that,  by  the  vnfeafonable 
enjoyning  of  this  Oath,  it  looks  very  fufpicious  that  all 
things  ftand  not  foe  faire,  in  reference  to  many  of  His  Ma^'f 
good  and  loyal  fubjedls  there,  as  were  to  bee  wifhed.  For  it 
is  manifefl;  that  Goverment  had  knowledge  of  the  diflike 
which  was  here  expreffed  to  the  Forme  of  that  Oath,  Where 
the  Allegiance  to  His  Ma^l®  feemes  only  grounded  on  their 
Charter  (which  they  have,  hitherto,  taken  liberty  to  explain) 
and  not  in  Natural  Obedience,  where,  by  right,  it  lyes. 

Soe  that  vpon  the  whole  matter  their  Lo^.^  will  advife  that 

His 
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His  doe,  by  letter,  fignify  His  Refentment  of  the  en- 
joyning  that  Oath;  which,  however  intended,  feemes  to  bee 
a Snare  in  y®  way  of  many  of  His  good  fubjedls  there,  who 
attend  His  Royal  Orders,  and  of  whofe  prefervation  His 
Ma^^  will  ever  bee  tender. 

That  the  faid  Oath  is  derogatory  to  His  Ma^'f  Honor,  as 
well  as  defedlive  in  point  of  their  owne  duty.  Inafmuch  as 
their  Allegiance  to  His  Ma%  and  their  Fidelity  to  the 
Colony  are  joyned  together  in  the  fame  vndecent  forme, 
and  where  fuch  fidelity  is  made  even  to  precede  their  Alle- 
giance to  His  Ma^^"  That  however  His  Mb}7  does  not,  for 
the  prefent,  prefcribe  what  Forme  may  bee  proper  among 
themfelves,  and  binding  to  each  other;  yet  hee  does  ftridtly 
require  and  command  that  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  as  it  is 
by  Law  here  efiablifiied  (and  whereof  a true  copie  fhall  bee 
fent  vnto  you)  bee  adminiftred  and  taken  by  all  His  fubjedts 
within  that  Colony  And  that  although  His  Ma^^  have  fome 
other  matters  in  confultation  before  Him,  yet  this  being  of 
foe  fundamental  a concerne  to  His  dignity  and  Goverment, 
His  Ma^^  could  not,  any  longer,  omit  the  fignification  of  His 
pleafure  therein,  and  does  therefore  require  their  obedience 
to  the  fame. 


Randolph’s  petition  to  the  King. 

State  Papers.,  Colonial.,  Bundle  52  (142),  18  April  1678. 

To  the  King’s  moft  Excellent  Majeftie. 

[MV  Randolph.  The  humble  Peticon  of  Edward  Randolph  in  be- 

[i8lth  of  Aprill  iirr  r iv/r*i 

half  of  many  of  yo*"  Maj^^  loyal  Subjedts  living 
under  the  Governm*  of  the  Boftoners  in  New  England. 

Humbly 
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Humbly  Sheweth 

[x]8ofApriii  1678.  That  yo"  Pef  was  fent  with  yo"  Maj*"  Letters  to 
:N.  E.p:2S5-  Govemm*  with  private  Inftru6lions  alfo  from 

the  Right  Hono^^®  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Trade  and 
Plantations  for  his  Comportment  there,  That  in  purfuance 
thereof  upon  his  returne,  he  prefented  yo*"  Maj^'®  with  a Nar- 
rative of  feverall  things  for  yo*"  Maj^®  Service  and  Secrefie. 

That  the  Boflon  Agents  by  indirect  means  have  obtained 
Coppies  of  the  faid  Narrative,  and  without  allowance  or  con- 
fent  of  yo*”  Maj*'®  or  Minifters  of  State  have  fent  over  the 
fame  to  their  Superiors,  thereby  not  only  difcovering  yo’' 
Maj‘®  Councills  but  have  alfo  laid  a Scene  of  mine  to  fuch 
perfons  whofe  Names  I have  either  expreft  in  my  papers,  or 
are  fufpefled  of  loyaltie  to  yo’'  Maj^’®  And  for  the  more  cer- 
tain difcovery  wherof  As  a Teft  have  lately  impofed  an 
Oath  of  Fidelity  to  their  Country  to  be  taken  by  all  perfons 
afwell  Strangers  as  Inhabitants  under  the  penalty  of  being 
deprived  the  benefit  of  their  Law,  and  prote6lion  of  their 
Governm*  and  alfo  to  be  proceeded  againfb  as  Capital 
Offenders. 

That  there  is  a Shipp  one  Phillips  Mafter  by  fpecial  leave 
now  ready  to  proceed  on  his  voyage  for  Bofton  in  New 
England,  and  that  by  reafon  of  the  prefent  Embargo,  no 
other  convenience  is  like  to  offer  for  a confiderable  time. 

Yo"  Pet"  humbly  prays  yo"  Maj^’®  to  take  the  condition  of 
yo"  Diffreffed  loyall  Subjefts  into  yo"  Gracious  confideration 
and  to  give  them  that  Releif  and  protedlion  by  yo"  Royal 
Orders  to  the  Governm^  of  Boflon,  That  no  diflin6lions  or 
difcountenance  whatfoever,  be  putt  upon  fuch  as  have  re~ 

fufed 
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fufed  to  take  the  faid  Tefl,  or  have  been  favourable  to  the 
pef  during  his  ftay  there,  or  correfponding  with  him  fince 
his  departure,  in  order  to  affert  yo’'  Maj‘®  Authority. 

And  yo"'  Pef  fhall  ever  pray. 

Read  : 1 8 : Ap  : 1 6 78  : 

Enf:  N.  E : 255. 


Report  from  M""  Randolph  concerning  y®  Massachu- 
setts governm'^. 

state  Papers.,  Colonial.,  Bundle  52  (150),  18  April,  1678. 

May  it  pleafe  yo’’  Lordfhips 

In  obedience  to  yo*"  Lordfliips  Commands  fignified  unto 
me  on  the  25^^  of  March  laft,  that  I fliould  offer  in  writing 
what  I have  further  to  certifie  unto  yo’"  Lordfhips  touching 
the  evill  pradlices  and  mifdemeanors  of  the  Magiffrates  that 
now  hold  the  Governm*  of  the  Maffachufets  Bay  contrary 
to  their  Charter  and  the  frequent  Advices  and  Commands 
received  from  his  Maj^i®  I prefume  in  the  firft  place  to  take 
notice 

That  the  Articles  againft  the  Boffoners  which  I abffradled 
from  my  Narrative  fland  in  no  part  invalidated  by  the  en- 
deavors of  the  Agents  now  attending,  Who  have  att  feveral 
times  confeffed  the  particulars  therof  promifmg  amendment 
and  begging  pardon  for  what  is  paff. 

I doe  further  declare  my  felf  ready  to  make  out  unto 
yo*”  Lordfhips  all  other  particulars  contained  in  the  feveral 
Sheets  of  the  faid  Narrative,  which  indeed  the  Agents  doe 
confefs  likewife  by  their  not  having  offered  any  thing  to  the 

contrary. 
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contrary.  But  that  I may  enter  upon  New  particulars  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  yo*"  Lordfhips 

That  thefe  Bofton  Magiftrates  have  not  only  injured 
their  Neighbours  on  the  North  and  Eaft  viz.  M"  Mafon  and 
M*'  Gorges  by  a forceable  extent  of  Grounds  drawne  from 
the  Notion  of  their  Imaginary  Line,  but  have  opprefl  even 
the  Southerne  Colonyes  of  New  Plimouth  and  Connecticut 
violently  enlarging  their  Bounds  upon  them  as  his  Maj*^ 
Comm’'®  formerly  in  1665  and  lately  the  Lords  Cheif  Juflices 
have  reported,  terrifying  thofe  people  into  a compliance  and 
quiet  fuffering  by  their  overawing  power. 

That  many  of  their  Laws  that  are  now  in  force  are  not 
only  difagreable,  but  repugnant  to  the  Fundamental  Laws 
of  England,  and  contrary  to  the  plaine  intent  of  the  Grand 
Charter,  afwell  as  his  Maj^®  Exprefs  Commands,  the  moft 
Notorious  are  as  Followes. 

It  is  fufficiently  apparent  that  the  Firft  defigne  of  this 
Colony  was  to  enjoy  liberty  of  Confcience  and  that  his 
hath  likewife  particularly  enjoined  That  all  perfons  of 
good  and  honefl  lives  be  admitted  to  the  Sacrament  of  the 
Lords  fupper  according  to  the  Book  of  Common  prayer, 
and  their  Children  to  Baptifme,  Yet  fuch  is  their  perni- 
cious practice  herein,  that  inftead  hereof,  Farr  from  the 
maine  deligne  of  bringing  Infidels  to  Chriftianity,  By  the 
factious  diftinCtions  and  privations  in  their  Laws,  many 
Englifh  Children,  and  full  grown  perfons  remaine  without 
the  Sacrament  of  Baptifme,  in  cafe  their  Parents,  Grand- 
father or  Grandmother  have  not  been  Church  members. 
And  many  more  are  forbidden  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lords 
fupper,  fuch  Minifters  as  would  adminifler  the  fame  being 

prohibited 
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prohibited  by  that  Law  Whereby  no  Minifler  is  to  be 
chofen  but  fuch  as  is  in  full  communion,  And  the  County 
Courts  are  obliged  to  purge  their  Towns  and  peculiers  from 
all  Miniflry  which  fhalbe  found  (as  they  terme  it)  Heteradox. 
P!  41.  By  which  they  difcourage  a voluntary  Reformation 
from  their  Arbitrary  Independency. 

Nor  will  they  fuffer  any  man  by  their  Laws  to  preach 
publickly  to  any  Company  or  people,  where  any  Two  Or- 
ganick  Churches,  Councill  of  State,  or  General  Court  fhall 
declare  their  diffatisfadlion  thereat  either  in  Do6lrine  or 
Pradtice.  Further  they  provide  That  whofoever  with  draws 
himfelf  from  the  publick  miniftry  fetled  amongft  them  fliall 
for  every  fuch  offence  forfeit  Five  Shillings,  by  all  which 
pradlices  they  obftrudt  the  true  Proteftants  in  the  exercife  of 
their  Religion,  and  terrifie  the  feduced  people  from  a Com- 
pliance with  the  Church  of  England. 

His  Maj^'®  doth  further  enjoine  That  all  Freeholders  of 
Competent  Eflates  not  vicious  in  their  converfations,  and 
Orthodox  in  their  Religion  though  of  different  perfwafions 
concerning  Church  Government  to  have  their  votes  in  the 
Eledtions  of  all  officers  Military  and  Civill.  Yet  their  Law 
provides  That  no  man  fhalbe  admitted  a Freeman  unlefs 
he  be  in  full  Communion  in  fome  Church  amongft  them, 
thereby  excluding  the  mofl  and  beffc  affedted  to  his  Maj^’® 
and  the  Church  of  England.  And  by  an  other  Law  order 
That  all  perfons  which  refufe  to  attend  the  publick  worfhipp 
of  God  their  eftablifhed,  be  made  uncapable  of  voting  in  all 
Civill  Affemblies. 

That  although  his  Maj‘'®  commanded  that  in  their  Elec- 
tions of  G[overn’'^  &]  Magiffrates  there  be  only  confidera- 
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tion  had  to  the  vertue  and  integrity  of  the  perfons  to  be 
chofen  and  not  of  any  Faflion  with  reference  to  their  opin- 
ion and  outward  profeffion  Their  Law  diredls  that  all  Free- 
men preferre  in  their  Eledlions  the  former  Magiftrates  under 
penalty  of  Tenn  pounds,  by  which  means  the  firft  Founders 
of  the  Common  Wealth  are  ftill  continued  in  the  Magif- 
tracy,  and  none  (Except  by  Death)  removed  how  obnoxious 
foever,  M*"  Leveret  who  was  in  adluall  Armes  againfl  his 
and  turned  out  his  Maj'"  Juflices  of  the  peace  in  the 
province  of  Main,  being  prefent  Governor,  M’'  Guggins  (who 
after  his  Maj^®  Commands  of  feizing  the  Murtherers  of  his 
late  Maj*'®  came  to  that  Government)  harboured  and  pro- 
tefted  Goffe  and  Whaley^  is  the  lafl  year  againe  Eledled  a 
Magiftrate,  M"  Hawthorne  who  being  then  a Magiflrate 
was  commanded  by  his  Maj‘®  Letters  of  1666  to  attend  upon 
his  Allegiance  at  Whitehall  but  refufed  to  appeare,  is  flill  in 
the  Magiffcracy. 

That  by  vertue  of  a Souveraigne  Right  (as  they  give  it 
out)  communicated  to  them  in  their  Charter,  they  affume  a 
power  of  allowing  or  reje6ling  any  Law  Royall  Commands 
or  A6l  of  Parlement  not  agreeing  with  their  Frame  of  Polity 
& Government 

They  fweare  their  Jurors  to  determine  caufes  Civill  and 
Criminal  according  to  the  Laws  of  that  Country,  without 
refpedl  to  the  Laws  of  England,  which  are  neither  in  the 
whole  or  in  any  part  of  them  valid  or  pleadable  in  their 

Courts 

The  original  Warrant  to  arreft  fuperfcribed  “ Special  order  to  fearch 
the  regicides  is  in  the  polTeffion  of  Mr.  for  Col  whaley  & Goflfe.  May;  ii; 
Henry  H.  Edes  of  Cambridge.  It  is  i66i.” 
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Courts  till  fuch  Laws  or  fuch  part  therof  be  received  and 
voted  fuch  by  a General  Affembly. 

All  thefe  Enormities  and  crimes  I fbould  have  willingly 
paffed  over  were  there  any  hopes  of  amendment  left,  Since 
befides  their  contempt  of  all  his  Maj^^  Letters  of  1662.  1664 
and  1666,  They  have  had  little  confideration  in  order  to  a 
redrefs  of  thefe  Mifdemeanors  charged  upon  them  by  my 
Narrative  and  Articles,  their  General  Court  being  defirous 
to  be  fecured  only  for  what  is  pafl  by  his  Maj‘"  pardon  and 
to  be  Enriched  with  the  acceffion  of  New  Government,  with 
leave  to  purfue  their  former  pradlice.  For  the  maintenance 
wherof,  Notwithftanding  the  Signification  of  his  Maj^^ 
pleafure  That  they  fliould  take  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance, 
They  have  lately  at  a General  Court  held  at  Bofton,  cun- 
ningly contrived  a Teft  (upon  the  pretence  of  a Fire  at 
Bofton)  to  be  impofed  upon  all  perfons  afwell  Inhabitants 
as  Strangers  to  take  the  Oath  of  Fidelity  to  their  Country 
throughout  their  Jurifdiftion  the  Refufers  wherof  are  not 
to  have  the  benefit  of  the  Law  or  protection  from  the 
Government. 

And  they  have  at  the  fame  time  for  avoiding  the  confe- 
quences  of  their  negleCl  of  the  ACts  of  Trade  and  Naviga- 
tion made  a Specious  Law,  with  a more  Specious  preamble 
fetting  forth  That  his  Maj^®  pleafure  therein  had  not  been  be- 
fore fignified  unto  them  Either  by  Exprefs  from  his  Maj^'®  or 
Minifters,  Whereby  they  doe  not  only  confefs  their  unlim- 
ited trading  ever  fince  his  Maj^^  Reftauration  But  throw 
all  the  fault  upon  his  Maj‘'®  and  Minifters,  afraid  to  owne 
unto  the  people  under  their  Government  That  they  had  for 
foe  long  time  negleCled  their  Duty  and  obedience  to  his 

Maj^'® 
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leaft  thofe  people  which  are  for  the  moft  part  loyal, 
and  ready  to  execute  his  Maj^^  Commands  (if  they  were 
permitted  thereto  by  their  Superiours)  fhould  difcover  the 
profitable  Intregues  of  their  Government  and  take  occafion 
(as  formerly  they  have  done)  to  remonflrate  againfb  the  heavy 
preffures  therof. 

And  it  is  further  to  be  obferved  That  they  have  taken  foe 
little  care  to  conforme  themfelves  to  the  Decency  of  Truth, 
that  although  the  prefent  Magiflrates  and  their  Secretary 
Rawfon  had  in  1663  confeffed  the  Receipt  of  his  Maj‘®  Or- 
ders to  putt  in  Execution  the  faid  Afls  of  Parliament,  as 
appears  by  an  Aft  fince  printed  by  them.  Yet  now  after  foe 
many  years  and  foe  many  Tranfgreffions  they  are  not  will- 
ing to  call  to  Remembrance  the  former  fignification  of  his 
Maj^®  pleafure,  concluding  perhaps  That  the  irregularities 
of  their  Governm^  and  Manners  are  foe  little  taken  notice 
of  by  his  Maj‘®  Minifters,  that  any  formal  affurance  or 
Declaration  coming  from  them  fhall  blot  out  of  all  mem- 
ory what  they  have  formerly  acknowledged,  and  therefore 
have  mofb  difhonorably  and  untruly  taxed  his  Maj^‘®  and 
his  Minifters  not  to  have  within  the  Space  of  above  Sixteen 
years  informed  the  Court  of  Bofton  of  their  dutys  whilefl 
they  themfelves  glad  of  that  pretence  have  fhutt  their  Eyes 
to  fuch  Afts  as  no  part  of  the  trading  World  but  they  have 
pretended  ignorance  of,  and  come  now  moft  difmgenioufly 
to  declare  That  they  would  have  given  a more  timely  obedi- 
ence if  they  had  been  more  timely  commanded. 

Nor  may  I omitt  to  take  notice  That  the  Boftoners  by 
reenafting  this  Aft  of  parliament  doe  Encourage  the  Eng- 
lifh  under  their  Government  to  beleeve  That  no  Afts  of 

Parliament 
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Parliament  much  lefs  Orders  from  his  Maj^’®  are  in  force 
with  them,  untill  fuch  time  as  their  Governors  in  a General 
Court  doe  Enadt  and  order  them  foe  to  be. 

Laflly  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  Bofton  Magiftrates  in- 
tend by  this  contrivance  to  acquit  not  only  themfelves 
and  people  of  all  imputation  of  difobedience,  but  fhutt 
the  Door  againft  fuch  as  may  lawfully  by  the  faid  A6ts  of 
Parliament  impeach  them  for  their  former  Tranfgreffions, 
fince  by  this  New  Law  all  perfons  may  plead  the  iffue  [of] 
this  private  A61,  and  Encourage  them  to  hope  that  in  time 
to  come,  another  Adt  of  Oblivion  fhall  pafs  at  the  General 
Court  of  Bofton,  and  his  Maj‘'®  remain  foe  farre  fatisfied, 
as  to  grant  them  his  Royal  pardon  in  confirmation  of  their 
own  Adis. 

Upon  the  whole  matter  it  is  moft  certain  by  what  is  be- 
fore alleadged  that  by  the  convayance  of  their  Agents 
They  have  long  fince  been  informed  of  the  charge  brought 
in  againft  them  for  Mifdemeanors  contained  in  my  Narra- 
tive and  Articles.  But  it  doth  not  appeare  that  after  con- 
fideration  had  of  them  at  Bofton,  they  have  thought  fitt  to 
give  any  redrefs,  but  have  only  taken  time  to  order  his  Maj‘^ 
pardon  to  be  Sollicited  with  an  increafe  of  power  upon  their 
Neighbours,  Nor  am  I informed  by  my  Correfpondants  in 
New  England,  that  they  have  gone  about  to  give  or  take 
the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  or  Supremacy,  or  that  they  have  for 
any  time  fufpended  or  repealed  any  of  their  unjuft  Laws,  or 
even  held  their  hand  in  Coining  of  money,  or  teftified  any 
inclination  to  the  premifes.  But  in  oppofition  therto,  as  a 
greater  manifeftation  of  their  Authority  have  given  the  Teft 
aforefaid,  to  which  they  have  annexed  foe  Severe  and  deter- 
minate 
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minate  penalties,  Whilefl  none  are  impofed  on  Such  as  dif- 
obey  [the]  A6ls  of  Trade  and  Navigation. 

Articles  abftradled  from  the  precedent  paper  againfl  the 
Governm^  of  the  Maffachufets  Bay  in  New  England. 

1.  That  the  Governm‘  of  the  Maffachufets  is  guilty  of  all 
the  Crimes  & Mifdemeanors  which  I formerly  exhibited  in 
my  Articles  againfl  them,  even  by  the  confeffion  of  their 
owne  Petition,  wherein  they  defire  a pardon  for  the  fame. 

2.  That  they  have  Encroached  upon  the  Bounds  of  the 
Southerne  Colonies  in  New  England. 

3.  That  the  Fundamental!  Laws  of  the  Governm^  are 
repugnant  to  the  Laws  of  England. 

4.  That  they  doe  not  allow  liberty  of  confcience  nor  the 
Exercife  of  the  Religion  profeffed  by  the  Church  of  England, 
conftraining  all  perfons  to  be  prefent  at  their  Meetings. 

5.  That  they  admitt  none  to  have  fhare  in  the  Governm* 
Except  fuch  as  are  in  full  Communion  with  them. 

6.  That  they  have  adled  contrary  to  their  Charter  and  his 
Maj^^  Commands  in  1662  and  others. 

7.  That  they  affume  powers  not  granted  in  their  Charter, 
intrenching  upon  his  Maj*®  Prerogative. 

8.  That  inftead  of  the  oaths  of  Allegiance  and  Suprem- 
acy they  have  lately  enforced  an  oath  of  Fidelity  to  be  taken 
to  the  Country. 

9.  They  permitt  no  Law  of  England,  nor  A(5l  of  Par- 
liament to  be  in  force  there.  Except  firfl  allowed  and  Enabled 
by  them. 

10.  That  they  have  falcely  charged  his  Maj^'®  and  his 
Minifters  of  State. 
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II.  That  they  have  not  proceeded  to  any  amendment  of 
their  Crimes  and  Mifdemeanors  confeffed  by  them,  although 
timely  admonifhed  therto. 

Ed  : Randolph  : 

\^Endor/ed']  Difcourfe  of  M’’  Randolph  concerning 

the  Maffachufets  Government. 

Read  at  the  Comittee 
this  18  of  Aprill  1678. 

Ent.  & Comp  : B : N : E : 
p:  267. 


Agents  take  Oath  of  Allegiance;  &c. 

State  Papers^  Colonial^  Entry  Book.,  105,  p.  255. 

At  the  Committee  of  Trade  and  Plantacons 
In  the  Council-Chamber  at  Whitehall 
Friday  the  26*’'  of  April  1678. 

Prefent:  Lord  Privy  Seale,  Earl  of  Bridgewater,  Earle 
of  Craven,  Earl  of  Northampton,  Mf  Chancf  of  y®  Excheqy, 
Ml:  Sec*!®  Williamfon,  MU  Vice  Chamberlane. 

Agents  of  New-  purfuance  of  an  Order  in  Council  of  the  24^^ 

England  sworne.  William  Stoughton,  and  Peter  Bulkley, 

Agents  for  the  Corporation  of  y®  Maffachufets  Bay  in  New- 
England,  are  called  in,  and  the  Oath  of  Allegiance,  as  it  is 
fet  downe  in  the  Statute  of  3°  Jacobi,  is  adminiftred  vnto 
them.  After  which  thefe  Gentlemen  declare  that  as  they 
have  taken  the  faid  Oath,  foe  they  beleeve  the  Magiftrats  of 
the  Maffachufets  Colony,  and  all  other  Inhabitants,  will 
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mofl;  willingly  doe  the  like ; except  only  fuch  as  refufe  to 
take  any  Oath  whatfoever. 

Report.  Mem^  their  Lo^.^  Report,  about  y®  Oath  of  Alle- 
giance to  bee  taken  by  y®  Colony  of  y®  Maffa- 
chufets,  was,  this  day,  approved  in  Council. 
And  a Letter,  accordingly  difpatched  by  Mr 
Sec7  Williamfon  on  the  2 7^^  was  delivered  vnto 
Capt.  Philips  (bound  for  New  England)  as  ap- 
peares  by  his  Receipt  of  the  29^^  inftant. 
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